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PREFACE. 



The expeditions in which it is attempted to 
explore unknown and distant oceans, are 
usually those which are most pr^nant witib 
adventure and disaster. But land has its 
perils as well as sear; and the wanderer, 
thrown into the unknown interior of the 
Continents of Africa and America, through 
regions of burning sand and trackless forest, 
occupied only by rud^ and merciless bar- 
barians, encounters no less dreadful forms 
of danger and suffering. Several such ex- 
amples are presented in the present volume, 
which exhibit peril, captivity, and * hair- 
breadth escape, ' .in some of their striking 
and tragical results. 

The catastrophe of the Medusa is already 
known to the public, as one of the most awful 
and appalling that ever befel any class of 
human beings. The Shipwreck, and the 
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iv PREFACE. 

dreadful scenes on the Raft^ have been re- 
corded in the Narrative of Messrs Savigny 
and Correard. But the adventures of the 
party who were cast ashore, and forced to 
find their way through the African Desert, 
could be reported only imperfectly by those 
gentlemen who were not eye-witnesses. 
This want is supplied in the first part bf 
the present volume, which contains thfe 
Narrative byMad.Dard, then Mademoiselle 
Picard, one of the suffering party, and for 
the translation of which, the Editor is much 
indebted to Mr Maxwell. 

There is in it so much feeling and good 
sense, mixed With an amiable and giriish 
simplicity, as to render it particularly 
engaging. There is also something pe- 
culiarly gratifying to an Englishman in 
the reflection, that such disaster could not 
have befallen almost any British crew. It 
was evidently nothing but the utter and 
thorough selfishness which actuated the lead- 
ers and most of those on board both of the 
ship and the raft, which rendered the affair 
at all very serious. A wise plan formed 
and acted upon, with a view to the general 
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good, would' have enabled them, without 
difficidty,- to save the crew, the caigo^ and 
perhaps the vessel. The narrative of the 
shipwreck and journey is also combined 
with the adventures of an interesting Fa« 
mily, related in such a manner as to give 
Aem a strong hold in our sjonpathy. 

The Second Part of the Volume has an af- 
fimty to that which has now been mention- 
ed. The western coast of Africa, lying a- 
long a great maritime and commercial route, 
and being heavily encumbered by nn^ks and 
shoals, has been the theatre of frequent 
shipwrecks; and Europeans, when cast a* 
shore, have always experienced the most 
dreadful fate from the inhuman and bigot- 
ted natives. Several relations of this na* 
tare have been lately publbhed, but undeir 
^aosaewhat of a romantic and dubious aeqpect 
Xliat <if Briason, here inserted, appears the 
most authentic, and at the same time to pre^ 
sent the most interesting and varied train of 
vicissitudes ; and although it is already not 
unknown to the English reader, its repub- 
lication, we presume, will not be altogether 
unacceptable. 

a S 



VI PREFACE. 

The Third Relation carries them into qv^ite 
a different quarter of the world — ^to the 
shores of the mighty River of the Ainazons 
in South America, and to the boundless fo- 
rests and deserts by which it is bordered. 
We shall not ;anticipate the narrative of 
What befel Madame Godin in her voyage 
down this river ; but it will not probably be 
denied to present as extraordinary a series 
of perils, adyentures, and escapes, ,.8 are 
anywhere to be foiind on record. It is 
drawn from the account of the Mission of 
M. de la Condamine) sent, in 1743, by the 
French Government, along with M. Bou- 
gner and other Academicians, to measure an 
arc of the meridian, under the Ifititu4e of 
Quito, and thus ascertain the figure of the 
earthi This forms a well known and re* 
spedable source; but the Mission being di- 
rected almost exclusively to scientific ob- 
jects, the narrative may not perhaps have 
often met the eye of the general reader* 

Edinburgh, August 1827. 
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



The following pages are translatod from the ** AU 
rican Cottage, " of Mad. Dard. * They amtain 
no romance, but a well authenticated story, coro- 
borated by ^ previous Narrative of MM. Coir^inl 
and Savigny. Those gentlemen have detailed their 
snieringB on llie fotal raft, after the disastrous 
shipwreck of the Mednsa frigate ; but the account 
concerning those who escaped, by aid of their boats, 
to the shores of Sahara, defident in their recital, 
is sopptied by Madame Dard, who was present at 
all the scenes she relates. Interwoven with the 
Narrative, is an interesting account of the Picard 
Family, whose wrongs cannot frdl to exdte pity, 
and to engage those feeling heaits in her iavonr, 
towhoro the fair authoress has addressed the story 
of her misfortunes. 

There is not^ on the records of misery, an in- 
stance of more severe and protracted snffenng ; and 



* '* La ChaumiSre AfHcaine ; ou, Histoiis d'une FamiUe 
Fran^aise jet^ sur la cote ocddentale de TAfiique^ k la 
suite du naufhige de la Frigate la Meduse. Far Mme. 
Dard, n^e Charlotte Adelaide Ficard, aln^ de cette fa- 
mille, et Tune des natifrag^ de la Meduse. '* Dijon. 
1884*, ISmo. 



xnii translator's preface. 

1 triut there is not, nor ever will be any, where 
hnnian nature was more foully outraged and dis- 
graced. There are, nevertheless, some pleasing 
* traits of character in the story, and, I am proud to 
say, some of the brightest of them belong to our 
own nation. These piresent a beautiful relief to 
the selfishness and brutality which so mtich abound 
in the dark picture ; and are, to our minds, the 
green spots of the Desert — the fountain and the 
fruit-tree — as they were in very truth, to the poor 
wfetdiee they assisted with such genuine singleness 
•f heart. 

To the end of the Narrative I have suljoined an 
Appendix, translaled and abridged from the work 
of M]tf • Conr^ard and Savigny, detailing at greater 
length the sufferings of those who were exposed 
upon the Raft. I have also added some NotQB» 
extracted firom several Authors, illustrative of va- 
rious matters mentioned in the couiae of the Nar-* 
ratiye. 

It may be aatisfJEUstory for some readers to knoWt 
that, in 1 824^ Madame Dard was living with her 
husband in comfwrt at Blignynsous^Beaune, a short 
diatance from Dij<xi- I have lately seen in a 
French Catalogue, a Dictionary and Grammar of 
the Woloff and Bambara languages, by M. J. Dard, 
Bachelierdes Sciences, Ancienlnstituteur deVEcole 
dtt Senegal, bro^ht out under the auspices of the 
French Government. 

Patrick Maxwell. 

JSdinburghy July 1827. 
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Those who hare read the Account of the Ship' 
wreck of the Medusa, by MM. Savigny and Cor- 
r^ard, are already acquainted with the Picard far 
mily. 

Attracted to Senegal by a faint prospect of ad- 
vantage my father, head of that unfortunate fa- 
mily, could not, in spite of a good constitution and 
the strength of his spirits, resist that destiny, from 
the mortal influence of which none of us save three 
esei^ied out of a fomily of nine. On his death- 
bed, he expressed to me the desire that our mis- 
fortunes should not remain unknown. This then 
became my duty, and a duty sacred to the public. . 
I feel a pleasure in fiilfilling it, and consolation m 
the thought, that no feeling mind will read the 
story of our misfortunes without being affected; 
and that those who persecuted us will at least ex- 
perience some regret. . 



XX AUTHOR S PREFACE. 

The racital of the shipwreck of the Medusa was 
necessary, as much to explain the origin of our 
misfortunes, as the cause of the connexion between 
that disastrous event, and the terrible journey in 
the Desert of Sahara, by which we at hist reached 
Senegal. ^ It wilt {uinish me, also, wlth^ an oppor- 
tunity of adverting to some errors in the work of 
Messrs Savigny and Corr^ard. 

It^ only now remains for me to crave the indul- 
gence of the reader for my style. I trust sudi 
will not be refused to one who has dared to take 
the pen, only in compliance with a father's dying 
request. 
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CHAPTER L 

1 

ll.PICARD MAKES HIS FIRST VOYAGE TO AFRICA^ 
J«EA VIN6 AT PARIS HIS WIFE AND TWO TOUHO 
DAUGHTERS^^DXATH OF MADA4»B PI€ARD— 
THE CHILDREN TAKEN HOME TO THE HOUSE 

. OF T0SIR GRANDFATHER— RETURN OP M'. 
PICARD AFTER NIN>P ¥EARS ABSENCES-HE 
MARRIES AGAIN, AND DEPARTS A SHORT 
WHILE AFTER, WITH ALL HIS FAMILY, FOR 
SENSGAL->.DESCRIPTION OF THE JOURNEY 
BETWEEN PARIS AND ROCHEFORT* 

About the beginmng of 1800, my fadier solieited 
and obtamed the sitiiatioa of rendent attomef at 
Senegal, on the west coast of Africa* My mother 
was thtti nnnnig my yonagest sister, and could 
nol be permaded to expose tu, at so tender an 
age, to the fetigne and danger of so long a Toy- 
ngp. At tins p^od i was not qwte two years oid«» 

A 
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It was then! remAved ^lat my fother should go 
aTone, and that we should join him <ni the follow- 
ing year ; hut my mother^s hopes were disappoint- 
ed, war having rendered impossibly all communi- 
Gation with onr colonies. In despair, at a separa- 
tion which placed her nearly two thousand leagues 
from her husband, and ignorant how long it might 
continue, she soon after fell into a la^uid ooi^- 
^n ; and death deprived us of her, at the end of 
five years oft suffering* My grandfatheiv at whose 
house we had hitherto lived, now became both 
Ihther and mother to us ; and I owe it to the good 
old man to say, that his care and attention soon 
made us forget we were orphans. Too young to 
refiecti that the coAdMicsx «lf . lliq>piness vdiich we 
enjoyed under his guar^anship would ever have 
a|v end, we 4ivedr witboirt- a cace-for the: futnEe,< and: 
our yem glided on in p^oct tnoqinHilsy. < 
, .T^BtB were w^a- living 'when^ in 18il9^\ the-£eg* 
lish captured the colony of Ssnegal,' and pomoltod 
oi«r iatherte retumtolus fia»^«'. Bvt >wlwt atdiange 
dsd'ha.meet with on bis arrinil a^ Fsiisj ; Wife» 
bona0,\toiiitui»Q, Meeds^ bad aU disappearod; and 
neAing/ remained but two53romig'*daiighterB^.wiH> 
rerfvaecl to acknowledge: him im tfaeic^ faA&B :- so 
much were our* young nunds habituated to .see aad 
love but one in the world — ^the worthy old man 
iMlMi'bjAd waldMover^w iiifiiiiby« 

In IBiO, owr father thoaghfe 6t to nuusiy.ft set. 
ceedjtime; but'a gfedt)ausfort«ai»bilfel hisitslBl^ 
df^n in tbedMthof theistgraiidfedMrii. lOur teaav 
fitere scareely dry, wheiKwe were.ecttubialed lieiier 
to ber wbe bad>btieenie our sacend motiiiBr. Wa . 
would hardly adeaowledge Imt, Om aokre^ was -. 
excessive, mi tbe loss #e had sustamed irrepar** 
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4Mb. SkAitBBfmmm '^JomoGm. i» ; dreiaiis, 
»piayttfng»» ^■hfawmmtts litiabmidaiMei ivte^ igi^^n 
. /lot m. to 4»blilMlite <liie^i0Bs>of:4)«ii) (best liiend. In 

•vim the lanuiet wf tbeiAUm €iit«red Bivbin 

.. itaiMlmvbig'liadtiief^itfod jiorts^ 
flMT^Kingv ami wkb him the MeMiilg 4>f pfltcey 4a 
-«xp9ditiDir w»i< fitted ^^m t^iBnt^ 4& go iacL «^ 
•Mnii» poiMnibft i<if ^Gteegal, wk&iii had'b«e&«l- 
attoKed'%'iiak MyiMiMt-wttv liiitattily^f^stiRkted 

in his place of xm^dstaA attorneyy aadnrent ia tbe 
<.iiMiM;fc ilf~NoiMifti)ier4i> &«iit« ii 

Ab oi^r itae^kk^ibeoame miMe ntyiierdiis^s^ie 
moaik&^taunmi^ if aaip^atber, lie ceald euly 
tntk Imv^ou^^^liqM&odier iuad idle 5;«outigA- 
idiffdren;. My wti» Cu^Hiie nAd^ hiysetf Wel^ 
^^teoed iBtaiboardiD^ 8C^<ye( tft Paxts^ iimil t^ Mt- 
•ipMer «£ Marine iHtd the 'Colome^ would gmm x^ 
'•4MMBge;-^lmt4he«i«ii4a«f ISIS ca«UlMl ttke «x- 
;|Mmom tP'jieBegal to he abaadened^ wiiile it wii9 
«ttill'in thfrlMttiMMilr of Brtat^ and aU^ the olBeeib 
.dnoiiaaed; My>4ath«rth^ riBturaedt^PflHsylettr^ 
<fli^4a>BiaBt aiy ati^Miiothef, ^ho mtm tbea; ua flh 
-«& MMditiaa fin- traffdHiagi 
. .In- iSVd,m m^r eaqpedslaDa waa ik l it d ^at. My 
•tehiir waa ^ered:lo repair to Rodhdort, whence 
It was 4o aet dlw Wte tiMk meaaares also for tak- 
-aifl^^aloBg-lrith bkn tin wife, who had i^enaained at 
JBiei^ dvanmf iks ** huadred days* " The desigii 
4i^*oiif«ecaiapaiiyiag 'him-to Africa^' obliged hka 
444MhifeM»»aeWp€«itao«4o 4^ Minkter of Mariae, 
ytayiag hha- to f^Mnt aa all a paseage^ iv^iich he 
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wer« to quit the dpatd, ow idnaiqpBi-fnd fri—dli, 
lu the meanwhiley my sister and Herself left the 
boarding school where we had been {daoed, and 
went to Uike farewell of all thoae who woe dear 
to us. One cousiny who loyed na meat tander-^ 
ly, conld not hear of our approacbong dqiartue 
withofU shedding tears ; and as it was impeaaiMe 
for her to change our destinyi ahe oiffered to sham 
it. Immediately she appeared before the mim- 
Bter, wd M« le Bafon Portal* struck with a friead- 
ahip which made her enconnter the daqgera of ao 
long a YoyagOy granted her request*. - 

At last, a beautifnl m(Hiung aanonmiBed to aa 
the afflicting moment when we were to q«k Bsria, 
The postUion, who was to eonvey na to Soebo- 
forty was already at the door of the bouse in wbicb 
we lived, to conduct us to his caniagey wbicb 
waited for us at the Orleans gate. Immediately 
an old hackney coach appeared ; my fiitber atqpt 
into it, and in an instant it was filled. The in*- 
patient coachman cracked his wfaip^ spadoi flaahed 
from the horse's. feet» and the atneet of LiU^ 
which we had just quitted, was soon far behind ua. 
Qn arriying before the garden of the Luzhbi- 
bourg, the first rays of the* morning's sun dait- 
ed. fiercely through thb foliage, as if . to say, 
you forsake the zephyrs in quitting this bean*- 
tiful abode. . We reached the Obsmatory, and 
in an instant passed the gate d'£nfer. TheN^ 
as yet for a moment to breathe the air of the 
capital, we alighted at the Hotel du Pantheos^ 
where we found our carriage- After a hasty, breakr 
fapt, the postilion arranged our trunks, and off 
again we set. It' was nearly seven in the moiciit 
ing when we quitted the gates of Paris, and we ar* 
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i4l^tf3|lHIIMl9<^i^|flM ^ite fhitfe ^Mii^ of 'd ' Etanipes, 
whe«e •tiiMP'iMl^^, fn^^^ing 116 td I'efresh ovK 
•fli^^'ldniMt'lH»tu$d hiil iim iii tnftkiilgriis an OThe«- 
l0mirMi'rottl«B'«|^. The flftmeto, asc^iidihg th^ 
^eld'e^iittiM^',' sis^cmrdod^tdtfae rb^of the house, hurt 
i^y liiMMje<fd«d ki e<rtitig«i(^hig ihhm: We weM^, 
•M^ivftf^i^ t t gtSb d'^l^ H siBdke whii«h Hmde m shed 
(HWrft. 41 «Fia 1fintt(d>d«f ^h<Bn Ve quitted d'Etam^- 
-peft ; and o^ {M^itilidhy #ho htfd spent the giieatelr 
pnl^ df the 4igbt ttt ^kingiHth his cofmmdes, 
wto Ifoftt^tfiilyg less thaii polite. We reproached 
lilni, 'but he mtfde Mght df the- ctriemnstance ; foi*, 
HI the eveAfiig, he Wa^ e^MnpftetMy dmnk. Chi the 
tfl^efi^^lftii <^ Mayy^t t^ hi the morning, my &-' 
ther tald' im wer were already lldrty-two teiigaes 
fhmi iW$^ ThlKy-two )eagae«i ! cii^ 1 ; alas, ^ 
iiiil^f 'Wh^ Xttiftde''(hiBreAeetion; weairiyedat 
Orlfans* ^ flere we remised ahoat three hotars to 
rM&iAk DMiti^^ asweH as onr horses. We could 
nMf'lett^e th^ ^llN« idtlioiit Tieffting the stiitne reu- 
sed in heftour fif Josil %f Arc, tlmt extrabrdmai^ 
"womab,' to'HHioin -Ihe monitrdiy once owed !& 
safety. 

On lefti^^ Orli^fins, the (Loij^e, and the fertile 
yoMaMt thr6i%h H^AMit it rolls fts vn^tfcers, excltisd 
'oor'adlAiitttion. We had on oar riglft the beanti- 
M ^t^Myti^ of BeKugency. The ibi^, as €»• Bb 
Anihoise, is delightM. I iben hegan ^f» ^tibink, 
'thitt Park md its environs might p^hikpier be for- 
gotten, if ihe eonntry of 'Senegial,'td wMeh we #er^ 
'gi(^g, nvbis as fine as ^t'thirotigh which we nihei^ 
j o i tf^yiA g. We sll^ at Ambelse, which, being 
^Hoaced «t the ^xiodluenee of llie Lon% and i3^ 
'Mt&aey picftents a most agr^aUe ap^peatvne^. 



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



Thb following pages are translated from the '< Af' 
rican Cottage, " of Mad. Dard. * They omtain 
no romance, but a well authenticated story, coro- 
borated by tlie previous Narratiye of MM. Cforr^ard 
and Savigny. Those gentlemen have detailed their 
sofferings on ^e &tal raft, after Uie disastrous 
shipwreck of the Medusa frigate ; but the account 
ooncermng those who escaped, by aid of their boats, 
to the filiores of Sahara, deficient in their recital, 
is supplied by Madame Dard, who was present at 
all the scenes she relates. Interwoven with the 
Narrative, is an interesting account of the Picard 
Family, whose wrongs cannot fail to excite pity, 
and to engage those feeling hearts in^ her iavomr, 
to whom the frdr authoress has addressed the story 
of her misfortunes. 

There is not^ on the records of misery, an in- 
stance of more severe and protracted sufifoni^ ; and 



* <' La Chaumiere Africaine ; ou, Histoire d*une Famille 
Fran9atse jet^ sur la cotik ocddentale de rAfnquey k la 
suite du naufrage de la Frigate la Meduse. Far Mme. 
Dard, n^e Charlotte Adelaide Ftcard, ain^e de cette fa- 
milley et Tune des naufrag6s de la Meduse. '* Dijon. 
1884^ 12mo. 



zviii translator's preface. 

1 trust there is not, nor ever wUl be any, whera 
human nature was more foully outraged and dis- 
graced. There are, nevertheless, some pleasing 
* traits of character in the story, and, I am proud to 
say, some of the brightest of them belong to our 
own nation. These present a beautiful relief to 
the selfishness and brutality which so mtech abound 
in the dark picture ; and are, to our minds, the 
green spots of the Desert — the fountain and the 
fruit-tree — as they were in very truth, to the poor 
wfetdies they assisted with such genuine siogknees 
of heart. 

To the end of the Narrative I have subjoined an 
Appendix, translated and abridged from the work 
of Miyi . Conr^ard and Savigny^ detailing at greater 
length the suflferings of those who were e3q)0Bed 
upon the Raft. I have also added some Notes* 
extracted frt>m several Authors, illustrative of va- 
rious matters mentioned in the coune of the Nar^ 

It may beaatisiiRCtory for some readers to know, 
that, in 1824^ Madame Dard was living with her 
faosbaiid in oomfwt at Bligny-«Gus»Beaune, a short 
diatance from Dijon. I have lately seen in a 
French Catalogue, a Dictionary and Grammar of 
the WolofF and Bambara languages, by M. J. Dard, 
Bachelierdes Scienoss, Andenlnstituteur de I'Ecole 
du Senegal, brought out under the auspices of tha 
French Government. 

Patrick Maxwell. 
Edinburghy July 1827. 



AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 



Those who hare read the Account of the ShifK" 
wreck of the Medusa, by MM. Savigny and Cor- 
r^anl, are already acquainted with the Picard fik 
mily. 

Attracted to Senegal by a faint prospect of ad- 
vantage, my fiither, head of that unfortunate fa- 
mily, could not, in spite of a good constitution and 
the strength of his spirits, resist that destiny, from 
the mortal influence of which none of us save three 
escaped out of a fomily of nine* On his death- 
bed, be expressed to me the desire that our mis- 
fortunes sbould not remain unknown. This then 
became my duty, and a duty sacred lo the public. 
I feel a pleasure in fulfilling it, and consolation in> 
the thought, that no feeling mind will read the 
story of our misfortunes without being affected; 
and that those who persecuted us will at least ex- 
perience some regret. , 
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CHAPTER IL 



.0BPAJl9rf7RK VilOM •&O0BE9QilT-*-T|IC MCJlMO 
FAMILY BMBARK d[N THE MSDWkA 9RIGAtDB 

BSAOH TH£ A«O0IK BA«K* ^ . - . " f 

EarItY on « the niarding oC the IfiA of JaMe,- «He 
weie OB our way to the bo^ta thftt weie 4o;p6ttray 
us on board the Medusa, which wa8.;xykig Jit an- 
chor off the island of Aix, distant about four lea- 
gues from Aochefoit* The field through wluch 
we passed was sown with ccano. Wishing, before 
I left our beautiful France, to make my; fikrewell 
to the flowers, and, whilst our family went leisure- 
ly forward to ^e place where we were to embark 
upon the Charente, I crossed the furrows, and 
gathered a few blue-bottles and poppies. We soon 
arriyed at, the place of embarkation, where we 
found some of our fellow-passengers, ndio, like 
myself, seemed casting a last look to Heavwi, 
whilst they were yet on the French soil. We em* 
barked, however, and 1^ these happy shores. In 
descending the tortuous course of the Chareate, 
contrary winds so impeded our progress, that we 
did not reach the Medusa till the morrow, having 
taken twenty-four hours in sailing fonr leagues. 



At leagdi we: uwimted tk«r dick «f Ad Medtttty 
of paiirfal memoiy* When* we got on board, wo 
foond our bivdis noti provided for osy eonsetpently 
wore obliged ti» Minaiii indificriiiitiiati^y togc^er 
tin. next cb^ Our lb»iily,.wbieh coosusted of nine 
persoBB, was placed in a birth near die main deck« 
Aa^tho wind was stdU coi^a^aiy, We hy at aiidior 
for seventeen daya. 

On ther nikoi Jnne, at fbur in- the morakig, 
we aet sail'^ as did tlie wbole expediticm, wMeh 
cQiMWied of .^ Medusa frigate, -the Loire store^^ 
skqpr the Argvsi brig, and the Edio c<»>Tette. The 
wiad being rmy fovonraUey we> aeon lost enght of 
the green fioMs of T Aunis. At mx in the mom^ 
iag, however, the island of Rh6 still appeared* li- 
bi^e tho'hoiijBeil. We fiked our eyes upon it with 
regnet, to sahito for therlast time our d^ countrjF. 
N«Wy^ inagftte the ship bom aloft^ and snrpomded 
by. hnge- mowMainB of water, in^ibh- at one mooient 
tosaed it in the air, tM at another plunged it into 
thepfofonadabyBs,^ The Waves^ rftised by a«torfliy 
north-'west hcBeesv canbe dashihg in a honit^ n&anw 
naragaiaBt the* sides* of our shipw I knbw not 
whather it was a^ presentimmit of -the nisfortono 
which flamiaced As that had made me pass the pre- 
ceding night in the most cniel inquietude. In ray 
agksrtifniy I spyung upon deck, and contempUrtea 
wkif facMffor fine frigate nmging its way upon ^e 
waterai' The winds pressed against ilie sails with 
great viidencey strtoned and- whistled among tho 
cordage; and the^ great hulk of Wbod seemed- to ^ 
Bpftt' every tkne tho sm^e broke upon* its sides^ 
Or loQidng« ^let <^ut to' sea I pen^eived, at im 
great distance on our right, all the other ships of-' 
thoea^oditioiirwhioh^t^memuf^. Towairds 
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tea ill ite mi'Qrittiig Hm wind chaAgptd ; iniiMdiate^' 
ly an appalling cry was heard, conGeniing which 
the paasengera, as well as myself, were equally ig- 
norant. The whole crew were in motion. Some 
climhed the rope ladders, and seemed to pei^ on 
the extremities of the y§rds ; others mounted to 
the highest parts of the mast ; these bellowing and 
pulling certain cordages in cadence ; those ciying, 
swearing, whistling, and fillii^ the air with hail»- 
rous and unknown sounds. The officer on >duty, 
in his turn, roaBing out these words, .starboard ! 
larboard I hoist ! ln$ I tack I which the helmsman 
repeated in the same tone. All this hubbub, how- 
evw, produced its effect : the yards were turned 
on their pilots, the sails set, the cordage tighten- 
ed, and the unfortunate sea-bo}'s .having received 
theur lessm, descended to the deck. £very thiog 
remained tranquil, except that the waves still roar- 
ed, and the masts continued their creaking. How- 
ever the sails were swelled, the winds less violent, 
though favourable, and the mariner, whilst he ca- 
roled his song, said we had a noble voyage. 

During several days we did indeed enjoy a der 
lightiul passage. All the ships of the expedition 
still kept together ; but at lengA the breexe be- 
came diangeable, and they- all disappeared. The 
Echo, however, still kept in sight, and posisted in 
acGompanymg us, as if to guide us 4m oar rovle. 
The wind becoming more fi&vounible» we held due 
south, sailing at the rate of sixty-two leaguea a 
-day. The sea was set fine, and our journey so rfr- 
pid, dut If began to think it nearly as agrerable to 
travel by sea as by, laud ; but my illusion was not 
of long duration. 

On the 2Stb of June^ at six in the monvbg> we 
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dttCOT^red the Peak of T^rf^nffe, towards tliie sbutlr, 
tbe ahmimt of whose cone seemed lost among the 
chmds. We were then dRmant «bout two leagues, 
which we made in less than a quarter of an hour. 
At ten .o\;1ock we brought to before the town of 
St Croix. Seferal officers got leare to go on shore 
to procure refreshments. 

'Whilst these gentlemen were away, a certain 
passenger, member of Ihe self-institated Philan- 
thropic Society of Cape Verd, * suggested that it 
'was very dangerous to remain where we were, ad« 
ding that he was well acquainted with the country, 
and had navigated in all these latitudes. M. Le 
Roy Lachaumareys, Captain of the Medusa, be- 
lieving the pretended knowledge of the intriguing 
Richefort, gave him the command of the frigate. 
Various officers of the navy, represented to the 
captain how shameful it waste put such confidence 
in a straoger, and that they would never obey a 
man who had no character as a commander. The 
captain despised these wise remonstrances ; and, 
using his authority, commanded the pilots, and all 
ihe crew, to obey Richefort ; saying he was king, 
since the orders of the king were, that they should 
obey him. Immediately the impostor, desirous of 

* Tbis Society, which was so ill named PhUanthrojnCf 
mtm composed of sixty individuals of all nations, among 
whom figured H&rani, Corr^d, f Richefort, &c. They 
had obtained from government a free passage, and autho- 
rity to go and cultivate the peninsula of Cape Verd ; but 
that new colony afterwards ended like that of Champ- 
d'AaUe. 

f Not that Correard, the coadjutor of Savlgny, men- 
lioped in the Author^s preface. 2Wans» 
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^playidg Ids great skill id novigatloii)' mader limiii 
chfuige ihe toote for no purpose but tiiat of ehow^ 
iDg his skili' in manoeuyrmg a ship. Every. instiHlit 
he changed ^e tack, went, came, and returned, 
and approached the veiy reefs, as if to brave th^m. 
In short, he beat about so much, that the sailors 
at Jength refused to obey him, saying boMy thai 
liie was a viie impostor. But it was done. The 
man ^ad gained the confidence of Captain Ladif- 
aumareys, who, ignorant of navigation himself, was 
doubtless glad to get some one to undertake fais 
duty. But it must be told, and told, too; in the 
&ce of all Europe, that this blind and inept conft* 
dence was the sole cause of the loss of the Medusa 
frigate^ as well as of all the crimes consequent 
upon It. 

Towards three in ihe afternoon, those officers 
who had gone on shore in the morning, returned 
on board loaded with vegetables, fhuts, and flow- 
ers. They laughed heartily at the manoftuvreii 
that had been going on during their absence, tHiadi 
doubdess did not please the captain, who flattered 
himself he had already found in his pilot - Richer 
fort a good and cAle seaman: such were his words. 
At four in the afternoon we took a southerly dt> 
rection. M. Richefort then beaming with exidta- 
tion for having, as he said, saved the Medusa from 
ieertain shipwreck, continued to give his pernicious 
^unsels to Captain Lachaumareys, persuading him 
he had been often employed to explore the shores 
of Africa, and that he was perfectly well acquaint- 
ed vrith the Arguin Bank. The journals of the 
29th and 30th aflbrd nothing very remarkable. 

The hot winds from the desert of Sahara began 
to be felt, which told us we approached the tro- 
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file; indnedy the mm at bood seen^d ra^endiBd 
pcBpendicBlariy above am heads, a phenomenon 
iddcfa few anong ub had ever seen. 

. On the let of July, we reo^^nised Cape Boja- 
dor, and ihen saw the jshoies of Sahara. Toward9 
ien ' in the morniog, they set about the frivokyas 
«eimn«iy which the sailors haye inrented for the 
piopose of exacting some'^ing from those passen- 
gers who have never crossed the line. During the 
iMiremony, >the frigate donbled Cape Barbas, has- 
tening to ks destrnction* Captain Ladiaamareya 
very good hnmouredly presided at this species of 
JM^tiim, whilst his deer Richefort promenaded ihe 
foapaetley and looked widi indifference upon a 
shore bristling with dangers. However diat may 
be, all passed on well ; nay, it may be even sai^ 
dMt-the laree was weU played off. But the route 
«^icb we pursued soon nuide us foi^t the shorty 
Kvedi'happinesa we had experienced. Everyone 
hegan to observe the sudden change which had ta- 
ken place in the oolour of the sea, as we ran upoli 
the^ bank in diaUow water. A general mui^nur 
roae ^unong the passengmis and officers o( the 
iwvy ;-rthey w^:e far frmn partaking in the blind 
confidence ii the captain. 

On tiie 2d of July, at five in the monung, the 
captahi was persuoded that a laige cloud, which 
was discovered in the direction of Cape Blanco^ 
wve that Cape itself. Aft«r this pretended disced 
very» they ought to have steered to the west, fd* 
about fifty leagues, to have gained sea room to 
doable with certainty the Arguin Bank; moreover, 
they ought to have conformed to the instructions 
which the Minister of Marine had given to the ships 
which set out for Senegal. The other part of the 
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fixpedilian, from Lanng followed these imtnite* 
tioQs aniyed m safety at their desdnation. !Diir^ 
ing the preceding night, the £cho» which had 
hitherto acccHupanied the Medusa, made several 
signals, but being replied to with contempt, aban- 
doned us. Towards ten in the morning, the dan* 
gw which threatened us was again represented to 
iihe Captain, and he was strongly urged, if h^ 
wished to avoid the Avgoin Bank, to take « wes- 
terly course ; but the advice was again n^lected, 
^ad he despised the piedictions. One of the 4xffi- 
^rs of the fiigate, from having wished to expose 
the intriguing Richefort, was put under arrest. 
My father, who had aliready twice made the voyi^ 
to Senegsd, and who with various p«:8(ms.jras 
persuaded they were going right upon tlie Jiapk, 
al^; made his observcutions- to the unf«^tunal9 
pilot. .His advice was no better received tha^ 
those of Messrs Reynaud, Espiau, Maiidet, ^cc; 
.S'ichefort, in the sweetest tone, replied, ^^ My 
dear, we know our business ; attend to yours, and 
be quiet. I have already twice passed the Ar-r 
gnin Bank ; I have sailed upon the Red Sea, and 
you. see I am not drowned.'* What reply could 
be made to such a preposterous speech ? My &? 
,ther, seeing it was impossible to get our route 
iiumged, resolved to jtrust to Providence to free^ps 
from our danger, and descended to our cabin, 
where he sought to dis8ipip,te l^is fears in tb$ ob}i? 
ripn of sleep.^ 
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CHAPTER IIL 

Wn'B'MiSDfUBA FRICMTS RUKS AGROtTNB ON l*m 
' AHQ;inN BAHK-— DBSCRIPTION «F THB SfitlP^ 

W»ECK*— A EA9T IS CoKftTRtJCTEO-^THRT 
•MTKAR NOT TO ABANBeN THOSB WHO WISH 

TO-eO-mPON 1!T# 

At hmh^ •& lie 9d 6f ^My, smndiDgs weralakcBw 
Mi Matttiet^ «n%ii of tto wstob, was cimvineed 
Wtfwers upon «lhe. edge 9f«lte Aignin Bank. The 
ClipttdR Slid tefann, as well es to every one, that 
tbm -ws n» eft«e of Blnrti. In-the mean wbilsy 
Ifae wind blowing wilfa gveat Tiolence, inifi^lfed its 
n es gcf ttiid Bearer te^ 'die drngertdncli menaced «su 
iAl specwB of stupor lOVQipoweted all eniir spirits^ 
ttad eifmy one preserved a monrafti^ silence, as if 
they wepe penuaded we Would soon toncfa tlie 
twnk. Tbe coletir of the water entk^ change 
ed, a circmnstance €^rea remairked by the i^ 
ttfas. Afimsii'tfare^ in the afbernoon, being in IS^ 
S(K Borth kdtiide, and 19^ 45' weef lengitnde, an 
nniTasal ery was heard upon deeh. AULdsdared 
diey MMTeaad Totii]^ among dbe ripple of ihe sea* 
31ie>Gaptain in^an instant <miersd to seand. The 
line gave eighteen fathoms ; but enaescondsonnd* 

s 2 ' •• ■ 
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ing it only gave mx. He at last saw fab enpar» 
and hesitated no longer en dmngiag the rente, init 
it was too late. A strong concnssion told us tiie 
frigate had stmck. Terror and constematioii were 
instantly depicted on every face. The crew stood 
motionless"; the passengers in atter despair. In 
the midst c€ tins general panic, mes' c/S vengeaace 
were heard against the principal anther of onr 
misfortunes, wisBiig to tkrow hhli oTwboard ; li«t 
some generous persons interposed, and ^ideavbor- 
ed to calm ^beir spiiifs, by-diT^ating tfaek attentioa 
to the means of our aefety. The confdsiefi was 
already so great, that M.'Poin6igBon, commaadut 
of a troop, stntdk my sister Caroline a severe blow, 
doabtless thinking it was one of his soldiers. At 
this crisis my faliter was buried in profound sleeps 
hut lie ^okly awirfcey the eries and tfte 'twnpiit «peii 
deck haying informed him of our mlsfortoses.-. He 
f>dured out a-^usaad reproadies on tluise wbeae 
Ignorance and boasting fasd been so disasbroiiB io 
p$* However, they s^ About ^ meana of affsirt- 
ing onr danger. The o£oera> with an altered 
yaice, issued their orden, expecting every mooeat 
to see 1^ ^p go in pieces. They sttove to 
listen her, but t£e sea was very roo^ and the 
ourrent strong. Much time was lost in doing ns- 
^ng ; they only ptnrsued half measuisSy and alt 
ot them uafortaiately failed^ - . : » 

When it was discovered that the danger oC the 
Medusa was* not so great as was at first supposed^ 
various penons proposed t<> transport the troopslo 
the iriand of Arg^, which was conjectured ti(k 
be not fiur from, tbe place where we ky agrevad. 
Others advised to take us all successively to the 
coast of the desert of. Sahara, by the means of 



•nrlMMitSy and witk-prwimom «iifldmt't0iorm a 
ean»toy toreacfa the- iskmd of Saint Louis, at 
SeaegftL. Toe er^gata wiitch afteriwils enaued 
proved ifaia'plaa to hanre been the beat, aad wbidi 
wcMEdd have been crowned wtthaucoeae; unfortu- 
nat^y it waa not adopled. ^ M* Schmalta, the go- 
vinKsv aaggmled ttie mti^dwg of a raft of a siiffi* 
eiinttt aiae to cairy twa himdved men, with pvoYi^ 
aionat which latter plan wea aeeended by the tviro 
otfofaa of die frigate, and putin owciitioii* 
- T^ firtal raft waa then begun to be conatiucted, 
whidb would, th^ said, cany promioaa for oTeiy; 
aae* t MaaCa» plauka,- bpaida, cordage wa%t thrown 
•rer board. Two offii^eas jrere dbaiiged with the 
§aaaag -of theae together. Iforga bacrela were 
eoipti^ and placed at the anglea of the machine, 
aivl thevopjcmea wese taught to say, that iho 
paaaanyw would be-in §^?eater aecurity ther^ and- 
nose at their eaae, than in the boata^ HowoTor, 
aa'it' waa forfpotten to erect raiOa, every one aup* 
pi w ed, ai^'Witbfeaa<Mi» that thoee who had given 
die plan of the nft, had had no deaign of emv, 
barking upon it.themaelves^ 
. Whibi it waa completed, the two chief officen 
of tfaefrigilapttblidiy pr^ouaed, that all the boata 
woBid Mm it. to the shore of th^ Deeert; and^ 
when there, ateii|Ba fii proviaiona and fire-anna 
would be given us ta km, a caranm to take ua 
all to Sen^(aL Why waa not thia plan executed ? 
Why weroi theae prondsea, aw^m before the Fr«»ch 
iag, made in vain ? But it is necaaaary to draw 
a veit^ over the past. I will ^nly add, that if theae 
promiaea had been folfilledy every 009 would have, 
been saved, and that, in afate pi the detestable 
^Sgotpam of- ceitaiii personages, humanity would 
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i«ot no»w faatro hiid to di|ik«B ^M Mttoi «f 1ms* 
f&r omiB^QeBt on liw iffeick of the Medusa ! * 
« On the 3d of Jvly, the efbrls w^ve -nenewied to 
disengage the frigate, <mt widto<it emoeiBM. We 
then pFepared to quit ker. The sea beeame -vety 
imig1i» and the -wind 'blew with gveat* vM»nt&^ 
Nothing now was heaipd but the ^a^live and eon* 
iiised cries of a m^hitude^ coneistiiig «of mofe ^bmt 
t&nr hundred personsy who, seeing dtealli befeiw 
their eyes, deplevsd their hard laHie in bittnr k^ 
ntentations. On the 4ilh, 'thete was a g^a^ee of 
hope. At the hour the tide lAowed, the frigatiey^ 
be&ng oonsidemblf lightened by all that had beett 
llirown orer board, was found' nearly afloat i fmA 
k is very certain, if on that day they had tlirowft 
the arl^ery into the water, the MeAlia would 
have been salted ; bat M. Lacihaiiaiarey)i> sa^ hm 
^ould not thus saciifice <^ King^s canaaii, «Mif 
the frigate did not beleng to ^Kiil^'dso. H^m^ 
ener, ^ sea ebbed, -and the ship s^ing kHto tfai? 
dand deeper ^as ever, made theln reMnqalBii<tiitt 
OB'which depended our laift ray of hope* • 

On the approach of night, the f)ivy ^>tii^ wiiMdi 
i^onUed, and the sea became very- fongh. The 
iiHgate #ien received some' tremeadetis c^ikuSik^ 
aioDs, -and 1^ water fiulied intd the hM iallMr 
most terrific manner; btft l^e pamps^wotdd noV 
work. We had new no altematiye bat to aban- 
don 'her ^for the frail boAts, whioh any single wai%' 
Would overwheliA. FrightAil gvSfy env^Msitfd^in ; 
dsountttns of water ttused iheir liq«dd eaniiiiits In 
liie-^stanee. How were we 4o escape e(^ many 
teigers? Whither coold we go^? What ho»> 
fItaMe land woidd receive as on ittosheraar? ^Mf 
ilielights thenife?efted to oor bekMUd caiin4i^ I 



did liftk mgtti Steis, but I cdiiki have eiteAiMd 
myself happy ie have been yet mthe manlies on 
the road to Roehelert. - Then Btarting euddenly 
from my reverie, I exclauaed : ** O temUe oen- 
dilitta ! that black and beniodless sea resemUee 
the efemal night which will mgnlf us! All 
those who surround me -seem yet tmnquil ; but 
that ftM. calm will sooii be 4Bcieeeeded by the most 
irightfiil torments* Fools, what had we to find ia 
Senegal, to m^ie us trust to the most perfidious 
.of elements ! Did France not afford every ne« 
eessary for oair hiq>piBes» ? Happy ! yes, thrice 
happy, they who never set foot on a foreign sofl f 
Ciiaeat God ! euccoor all these qnlortunate beings ; 
saye our uiihappy family ! '' . 

My Either perceived my -distress, but how could ^ 
her console- me? - What werds could calm my 
ieani, and place me above the apprehension of 
those dangen to ;which .we were exposed ? How^ 
ID a word, could I. assume a sere&e appeanmeej 
v^aea fiieads,- pareiots, <aad all that was most dear 
to me were, in all faumaa pDobal»lity, on the v^ory 
verge of destruction ? Alas ! my fears were but 
too well* founded. For I soon perceived that, al- ' 
ihoqgh we were the only ladies, besides the Missea 
fiehmaltz, who formed a part of the GoveraorV 
SBit, they had the barbarity' of intending our fa* 
mily to embark upon the raii, where were only sol* 
dices, sailors, planters of Cape Verd, and some ge* 
aerons ttfiiceiB who had not the honour (if it could 
he aoeenated one) of, being considered among the 
Ignorant confidents of MM. Schmaltz and Lach« 
anmarays. My fiither, indignant at a proceeding 
so iadecorous, swese we woidd not embark upon 
Ifaaxall^ aadtfa«kt, if we were not judgiNl worthy 
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of a piaee in one of tbecw: ^M^ke^lWdslilHb 
aelf, his wife, and duldnen, ramasi on hoard Am 
wi^cks of the frigate, '^e toae in which lia 
apoke th^e words, viasthat of a maa, resolute W 
avenge any Jmsult . that might bo offered to. laom* 
The governor of Senegal, doubtless feanag tlia 
world would one day refusoach him -for his iaba^ 
inanity^ decided we should have a p^aee in cue of 
the boats. This having iaaome meosme <)aieted 
our fears concerning our unforlonate situatiMiy I 
was desirous of t^ing some repose,, but llie npt 
loar among the crow was so great I could not obt 

tSHiit. 

Towards midnight, a passenger came to inqniitf 
at my father if we were disposed to depart ; he 
rephedy we had been forbid to go yel. However, 
we weire soon convkiGed t^t a great part of thd 
crew and various passengers were -secretly prepare 
ing to set off in the boats. A conduct ao perfi^ 
dions could not fail to alarm us, especially as wa 
perceived among those so eager to eaaibark ods^ 
known to us^ several who had promised, but a Vtt* 
tie while before, not to go without us. 

M. Schmalta, to prevent that which was going 
on upon deck, instantly rose to endeavour to quiet 
their minds; but the soldi^B had already assumed 
a threatening attitude, and, holding cheap llw 
words of their commander, swore they wauld fiiu 
upon u^HMoevar attempted to depart in a dandsa* 
tine manner* The finnness . of these biawe men 
produced the desired effect, and all was xaatsrtf 
to order* The governor returned to his cabins 
and those who were desirous of departing fox^mAf 
were confused and. covered wkh shame* > The go* 
TCvaor> however, was ill at oasa; and as.Jiehad 
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beard very distmctly certain energetic words which 
had been addressed to him, he judged it proper to 
assemble a cotrndl. All the officers and passen- 
gers being collected? M. Schmaltz there solemnly 
swore before them not to abandon the raft, and a 
second time promised, that all the boats would 
tow it to the shore of the Desert, where they 
would all be formed into a caravan. I confess 
this conduct of the governor greatly satisfied every 
member of our fiunily ; for we never dreamed he 
would deceive us, nor act in a manner contrary to 
what ha had promiaed. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE HELM OF THE MEDUSA IS BROKEN BY THE 
WAVES — IT IS DETERMINED TO ABANDON 

THE WRECK OP THE FRIGATE THE MILITARY 

ARE PUT UPON THE RAFT — THE GREATER 
PART OF THE OFFICERS GO INTO THE BOATS 
— THE PICARD FAMILY ARE ABANDONED 
UPON THE MEDUSA — PROCEEDINGS OF M. 
PICARD TO GET HIS FAMILY INTO A BOAT. 

About three in the morning, some honrs after the 
meeting of the conncil, a terrible noise was heard 
in the powder room ; it was the helm which was 
broken. All who were sleeping were roused by 
it. On going on deck every one was more and 
more convinced that the frigate was lost beyond 
all recovery. Alas ! the wreck was for onr family 
the commencement of a horrible series of misfol*- 
tnnes. The two chief officers then decided witf 
one accord, that all shonld embarlc at six in the 
morning, and abandon the ship to the mercy of the 
waves. After this decision, followed a scene the 
most whimsical, and at the same time the most 
melancholy that can be well conceived. To have 
a more distinct idea of it, let the reader transport 
himself in imagination to the midst of the liqpid 
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plains of the oeean ; then let him pictare to Uin- 
self a multitude of all classes, of every age, tcMsed 
about at the mercy of the wares upon a disnuiBted 
▼essel, foundered, and half submerged ; let him not 
foiget these are thinldag beings with the certain 
prospect before them of haiing reached the goal of 
their existence. 

' Separated from the rest of the world by a bound- 
less sea, and haying no place of refuge buf the 
wrecks of a grounded vessel, the multitude ad-* 
dressed at first their vows to heaven, and forgot, 
for a moment, all earthly concerns. Then, suddenly 
starting from their lethai^, they began to look 
after their wealth, the merchandise they had in 
small ventures, utterly regardless of the elements 
which threatened them. The miser, thinking of 
the gold contained in his coffers, hastening to put 
it in a place of safety^ either by sewing it into the 
lining of his clothes, or by cutting out for it a place 
in the waistband of bis trousers. The smuggler 
was tearing his hair at not being able to save a 
chest of contraband which he had secretly got on 
hoard, and with which he had hoped to have gain- 
ed two or three hundred per cent. Anotlier, selfish 
to excess, was throwing over board all his hidden 
money, and amusing himself by burning all his 
effects. A generous officer was opening his port- 
BWOteau, offering caps, stockings, and shirts, to 
any who would take them. l%ese had scarcely 
gathered together their various effects, when they 
learned that they could not take any thing with 
them ; those were searching the cabins and store- 
rooms to carry away every thing that was valuable. 
Ship-boys were discovering the delicate wines and 

c 
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fine liqueurs, wfakh a wiBe^foreaiglit had ploeediu 
reserve. Soldiers and sailors were penetrating even 
into the spirit-ixMm, broaching casks, staving othfin, 
and diinking till they feU exhausted. Soon the 
tumult of the inebriated made us foiget the roaring 
of the sea which threatened to ingulf us. At last 
the uproar was at its height ; the soldiers no looger 
listened to the voice of their captain. Some knit their 
brows and muttered oaths ; but nothii^ could be 
done with those whom wine had rendered fuiieua. 
Next, piercing cries mixed with doleful gi^oans were 
heard — ^this was the signal of departure. 

At six o'clock on the morning of the 5th, a great 
part of the military were embarked upon the raft, 
which was ah*eady covered with a large sheet of 
foam. The soldiers were expressly prohibited from 
taking their arms. A young officer of in&ntry, 
whose brain seemed to be powerfully affected, put 
his horse beside the barrieadoes of the frigate, and 
then, armed with two pistols, threatened to fire up- 
on any one who refused to go upon the rafu Forty 
men had scarcely descended when it sunk to the 
depth of about two feet. To fBU^ilitate the embaik« 
ing of a greater number, they were obliged to 
tlurow over several barrels of prdvisiona whicfa had 
been placed upon it the day before. In this man- 
ner did this fiirious officer get about one hundred 
and fifty heaped upon that floating tomb ; but he 
did not think of adding one more to the number 
by descending himself, as he ought to have done,' 
but went peaceably away, and placed himself in 
one of the best boats. There should have been 
sixty sailors upon the raft, and 4here were but a-* 
bout ten. A list had been made out on the 4tli, 
assigning each his proper place ; hut this wise pre- 
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eavftum htxog dulregiirddd, '6t^ one ptirsiied the 
pktti he deemed the best for his own preserration. 
Hie ]Nnecq|itat»ki with which they forced one hnn* 
dt^ and fifty onfortimate beings upon the raft 
was such, that they foi^t to give them one morsel 
of. biseuit. Howeviery they threw towards them 
fwanty'^ve poonds in a sack, whilst they were not 
lar frmi the^iirigate ; Init it fell into ihe sea, and 
vrae "with difficulty recovered. 

Doling this disaster, the governor of Senegal, who 
was boaied in the care of his own dear self, effe* 
minnlely desoended.in an arm-chair into the barge, 
wliere were akeady various huge chests, all kindd 
pf provisions, his dearest Mends, his daughter and 
i»l w£e* ' Afierwirds the captain's boat received 
t#e»ty-8even persons^ amongst whom were twenty* 
tve ftuhirs, good rowers* The shallop, commanded 
by M« Espiau, en^gn of the ship, took foity-five 
paapop gera, and pat off. Hie boat, called the Se* 
negal, tQ<^ l^enty-five ; the pinnace thirty-three ; 
iMid the yawl, the smallest of all the beats, took 
only ten. 

Almost all the officers, the passengers, th^ ma« 
liners and supernumeraries, were ailready embark* 
ed^-«U, but our weeping family, who still remained 
tfpon lk» boards of the frigate, till some charitable 
soiils would knidly receive us into a boat. Sur- 
prised at ^8 abandonmeiit, I instantly felt myself 
roused, and, calling with all my might to the offi* 
eers of the boats, besought them to take our un* 
faafvpy iaonly along with tiiem. Soon after, the 
barge, in whidi were the governor of Senegal and 
att lis liBiinily, approadied the Medusa, as if still 
to takn aoine fwasengeis, for there were but lew in 
it. .1 liM^ « motMn to descend, hopi9«p tba^ tho 
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Misses ScbmaltK, who had, till that day, taken a 
great interest in our femity, would allow ns a place 
in their boat ;^ but I was mistaken : those ladies, wbo 
bad embarked in a mysterious incognito, had al- 
ready forgotten us ; and M. Lachaumareys, ¥^o 
was still on the frigate, positively told me they 
would not embark along with us. Neyertheless I 
ought to tell, what we learned afterwards, that 
that officer who commanded the pinnace had re- 
ceired orders to take us in, but, as he was already 
a great way from the frigate, we were certain he 
had abandoned us. My father howefver hailed him, 
but he persisted on his way to gain the open 
sea. A short while afterwards we percevied a 
small boat among the waves, which seemed de* 
sirous to approach the Medusa ; it was the yaid. 
When it was sufficiently near, my father implored 
the sailors who were in it to take as on board, and 
to carry us to the pinnace, where our fBuniiy ought 
to be placed. - They refused. He then seized a 
firelock, which lay by chance upon deck, and 
swore he would kill every one of them if they re- 
fiosed to take us into the yawl, adding dmt it was 
the property of the king, and that he would have 
advantage from it as well as another. The sailors 
murmured, but durst not resist, and received all 
our family, which consisted of nine persons, vis. 
Four children, our stepmother, my cousin, my 
sister Caroline, my father, and myself. A smaU 
box, filled with valuable papers, which we wished 
to save, some clothes, two bottles of ratafia, whidi 
we had endeavoured to preserve amidst oar mis- 
fortunes, were seized and thrown over board by 
the sailors of the yawl, who told us we would find 
in the pinnace every tfaing which we ooold wish 



for our voyage* We had then only the clothes 
whidi coTeiM us, neTer thinking of dresBing our- 
selyes in two tmts ; but the low which affected 
U8 most was that of several MSS. at which my 
ikdier bad been li^uring for a long while. Our 
trunks, our Knen, and various chests of merchan- 
dise of great value, in a word, every thing we 
possessed, was left in the Medusa. When we 
boflotled the pinm^se, the officer who commanded 
it began excusing hinself for having set off with-^ 
out fofefwarning us, as he had been ordered, and 
said a thousand things in hi» justification. But^ 
willfout believing the half of bis fine protestations, 
we feh very happy in having xy^^ertaken ' him ; for 
it is most' ceitain they had bad no intenticm of 
efiewnbering liiemselves wi^ our mlt^tunate fii- 
.miiy. I say encumber, for it is evident that four 
dnldren, one of whom was yet al the breast, were 
very indifferent beings to people who were actuat- 
ed by a seifishaeiss without all paralleL When 
we were seated in the long-boat, my father dis- 
nris s e d the sailors ivftib the yawiy letting tbem he 
would ever graftefully remember th^ services* 
They tpeedily departed, but little satisfied wi^ 
the pfod action they had done. My father hear^ 
ing thdr fimrmurs md the abuse ihey poured o«t 
against ws said, loud enough for all in ike boat to 
hear : ^ We4a«^<ne>t surprised sailors are destitute 
of -shame, whera- their ^^xs bhish at being cooa- 
peBed to do « good aiSticm. " The oommandant 
of #ie boat feigned not to unden^and t^e re- 
proaches conveyed m these words, and, to divert 
our minds firom Iffooding over our wrongs, en-» 
de«v«»ed to eountafeit the man of gallantfy* 

' - c » . ■ 
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CHAPTER V. 

DEPARTURE OF THE BOATft— THEY SBEM DE- 
. filROUS OF TOWING THE RAFT — GENEROUS 

CONDUCT OF A NAVAL OFFICER THE ABAN<- 

DONMENT OF THE RAFT-—DESPAIR OF THE 
• WRETCHES WHO ARE LEFT TO THE FURY OF 
THE WAVES^RBFROACHES OF M. FICARD.TO 
THE AUTHORS OF THE ABANPQNIKG THE 
RAFT— DESCRIPTION OF THE SMALI. FLEET 

' WHICH THE BOATS FORMED FRIGHTFUL 

. FATE, AND DEPLORABLE END OF THE GREAT- 
ER FART OF THE INDIVIDUALS ON THE RAFT, 

t 

All the boats were already ;fiir from the^Me(fiia% 
when they were brought to, to form a ehain in or« 
ikne to tow the rafu The baige, in which was the 
g^nremor of Sen^pal, took^ the first tow, then all 
the other boats in succession joined themselves to 
that. M. Lachanmareys ^nbttrked, although there 
yet remained upon the Medusa more than sixty; 
persmuk Then the brav^ and generous M. £spiau9 
commander of the shallop, quitted the line of boat8» 
and returned to the frigate, with the intention of 
saving all the wretches who had been abandoned* 
They all sprung into the shallop ; but as it wa^ 
very much overloaded, seventeen unfortunates pre« 
ferred remaining on board, rather than expoea 
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tbemselves a» well a^ their cpmpanioiifl to ceitttm 
dea^. But, alas ! the greater part afterwarda fell 
victims to their feus or their devotion. Fifty-two 
days after they were abandoned, no more than 
three of them were dyive, and these looked more 
like skeletons than men. They told that their 
misenible companions had gone afloat upon planks 
and hen-coops, after ^ving waked in vain forty- 
two days for the succour whidi had heen promised 
thero, and that all had perished. * 

The shallop, carrying with difficulty dl those 
she had saved from the Medusa, slowly re- 
joined the line of boats which towed the raft* M. 
£6piau ealnestly besought the officers of the other 
boBts to take soipe pf them along with them ; but 
they refused,' alleging to the generous officer that 
he ought tQ keep theili in his own boat, as he had 
gone for l^m hiinself. M. Espian, finding it im- 
possiUe to keep thmn all without exposing them 
to the utmost pml, steered right for a boat which 
I will not name. Immediately a sailor sprung from 
the shallop into the sea, and endeavoured to reach 
it by flfwimming ; and when he was about to enter 
it, aa n&cer who possessed great snfluenee, push- 
ed him beck, and, drawing his sabre, threatened to 
cut off his hancb, if he i^i^ain made the attempt* 
The poor wretdi r^^ained the shaU^, which was 



* Two, out of the three wretches who Were saved from 
the wrecks of th9 Medusa, died a few days after tiieir ar- 
rival at the colony ; and the thjrd, who pretended to know 
a great many particulars relative to the desertion of the 
frigate, was assassinated in his bed at Senegal, when he 
was just upon the eve, of setting off for France. The au- 
tboritieB could not discover the xnurderer, who bad taken 
gpod care to flee from bis victim, after having killed hiin. 
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veiy near the fnmiiice, nebere we were. Various! 
fHeii^ of iny fft^har cntpplicsted M. Lap^rere, ihe 
tdSicer of our boat, to receive him on^ board. My 
fadier had his anus already oat to catch Mtti, when 
M. Lap6r^ instantly let gt^the rope which at* 
tached as to the other boats, and tugged aS wHfc 
all his force. At the same instant eveiy boat imi- 
tfCted our execrable example ; and wishing' to shtm 
the approadh of the shallop, which sought for as- 
sistance, stood off from the raft, abandoning in die 
liiidst df the ocean, and to the fiuy of the wa^es, 
the nuseraft^le mortals whom they had sworn to 
land on the shores of the Desert. 

Scarcely had these cowards broken their oath, 
when' we saw the French flag flying up<m l^e raH. 
The cenfidence of these unfortunate perspnfii was^ 
so great, that when they sair the first boat wMdi 
had the tow remoWng from them, they afi crted 
otft, the rope is broken ! die rope is brpken \ but 
when no attention was pmd to dieir ^^6lbfv^$^n 
they instantly perceived the treachery of the 
wretdies who had left them so basely. Then^ t^' 
cries of Vkm ie M^ arose from the raft, as If the 
poor feitows were calling to their father for artns- 
tanoe ; or, as if they had been persuaded that, at 
that tallying word, the officers of the boats would 
rsttim, and not abandon ^ir comttrymeii. The 
ollicers repeated the cry of Vive h i?ot, without a 
doubt, to insult them; but, more particalarty, 
M. Lachaumareys, who, assuming a martial atti«- 
tctde, wared his hat m the air. Alas! what avail- 
ed these false professions ? Frenchmen, menaced 
with the greatest peril, were demanding asststanoe 
with the cries of Vice le Roi; yet none were found 
sufficiently generous, nor 'sufficiently Fir^neh, to go 
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to aid them. After a ailfiiice oi some minuteei 
iMfrible cries were- beard ; the air resouiided with 
the groansy the htmeatalions, die imprecations of 
these wr^ched beings^ and the echo of the sea 
frequently repeated, Alas ! how cmel you are to 
aboidfni us ! ! ! The raffc already a{^)eared to be 
buried under the wayes, and its unfortunate pasp 
sengers immersed. The &tal machine was drifted 
by currents far behind the wneck of the Frigate ; 
without cable, anchor, mast, sail, oars ; in a word, 
without the smallest means of enabling them to 
save ihemselyes. Each wave that struck it, made 
them stumble in heaps on one another. Their 
ieet getting entangled among the cordage, and be- 
tween the planks, bereaved them of the faculty of 
Baovibg. Maddened by these misfortunes, bus* 
pended, and adrtft i^on a merciless ocean, they 
wmB soon tortured between the pieces of wood 
which formed the scaffold on which they floated* 
Hie bones of their feet and their legs were bruized 
and broken, every time the iury of the waves agi- 
tated the raft; their flesh covered with contusions 
and hideous wounds, dissolved, as it were, in the 
briny waves, -whilst the roaring flood around them 
was coloured with dieir blood. 
. As the raft, when it was abandoned, was nearly 
two leagues from the frigate, it was impossible 
these unfortunate persons could return to it: they 
were soon after for out at sea. These victims still 
i^^ieared above their floating tomb ; and, stretch- 
ing out their- siqiplicating hands towards the boats 
which fled from them, seemed yet to invoke, for 
the kvt time, the names of the wretches who had 
deceived^ them. O horrid day ! n day of sham^ 
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and TBproach ! Aku^l <^ the li^Ms of (iHM %riMi 
weve BO well acquainted witii-qns£»niiiiB» ti tumUL 
have been so iBacoessible to pity i 

After witaessijig that most uoimaMui sceney wad 
seeing th^y were unsensible to the cries and kmei^ 
tations of so many uBlu^py beings, I felt my heart 
bursting with son*ow. It seemed to .me tbit.the 
waves would oyerwhelm all these wzeifihes, wttA I 
could not suppress my tears. My iaiher, axnspe* 
rated to excess^ and bnisting with rage at sMiig 
so much cowardioe .and inlnmiaBity ameag the^<* 
oers of the hoalB» began to regret he' had net aco 
cepted the place "whid^ had been assigned for m 
upon the fatal raft. " At lea^t) " said he^ ^^ we 
would have died wit& the Imuran or we would ham 
returned to the wreck of the Medusa; and imI 
have had the disgrace, of saving ourselveB wkh 
cowards* '' Although l&is produoed »na affect v^ 
on the o^ersy it proved very fatal. to. ua alter* 
iviuxls ; fcH*,. on our anival at Senegal, it waa re- 
ported to the Governor, and very probably was 
the prlndpal cause of all those, evils and veaatkma 
which we ^ndui*ed in that colony. 

Let u& now turn our attention to the sevahd si^ 
tuations of all those who were endeavouring to 
save themselves in the different boats, aa wellaa 
to those left upon the wreck of the Medusa*. 

We have already seen, that the frigate was hall 
sunk when it was deserted, pwsentiag aotfaiagbat 
a hulk and wredc. Neverdielesa, Bennentaen atitt 
remuned upon it,, and had £mm1, which^ altboi^ 
damaged, enabled them to aapport tfaemsf^es te 
a considerable time ; whilst iie raft was ahaadaa^ 
ed to float. at die mercy of tha waves^. upon thft 
v^ surface of the ocean. One hundred and fifty 
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mtmbAm wex% ettibviE^d upMi itr «vfe^ to ikm 
dmpth of at bait tkree feet on ito fare iMut, and on 
its pocip imfiieraed even to the middle* What 
vietualt tlwy had weee soon oomamed, er apotled 
by the salt water ; and perhaps some, as the wtires 
humed them alon§, beeame feod for the monsters 
of the deep. Two oniy « of all iha boats which 
left the. Medusa, and tliese with rery few people 
in thflBiy were prmnoned with every necessary ; 
these slmck off wiA security and despatch. Bdt 
the oondiMi of ^mmo who were in the 'shsiUoii 
wn but Iklle bettM* than those mpoa the raft ( 
tfaeir great number, their scarcity of provisloiis, 
their great distance from the riiore, gave ^hem ihd 
moat mefaaicholy ahtieipationB of the fotwe^ Thisir 
wortfay cmmnander, M. fispiatt^ had no other hope 
btttof leaching the shore as seoa as possible. The 
adMa boats weie less filled with people, but the^ 
weie seaveely better provisioned ; and, as by a 
s p eci ea of Ihldity, the pinnace, in whkh were our 
tanly, "was destitate of etery thii^. Omr prori^ 
sioDS eoonsled of a barrel of bisemt, aB<l a tierce 
of water ; and, to add to our misfortunes^ thebis^ 
cut being soshed in ^ sea, it was tdmost iB^o»* 
a&le toawaUow one morsel of it. Eaeh ^passeni* 
ger in our boat was obliged to sustain his wretdhed 
existoDce with s glass of water, which he could 
get oqly once a day4 To tell how this happened^ 
how ttei boat was so psforlysapplied, whilst there 
Wiere abmidanee left uiion the Medusa, is far be** 
yond my power. But in is at least certain, thali 
the greater part of the ofiioefs commanding tha 
beats, the i^Millop, the -pinnace, l^e Senegal boat, 
and Uie yawl, Were persuaded, when the^* emitted 
the fi^te, iJiKt they woufai aot aliandmi ths raft. 
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but that «H the expedttien would flail liogialli^ to 
the ooacft of Sahara; that when there, thelMBtB 
would be again- sent to the Medusa to take protvi- 
sionsy arms, and those who were left there ; bat it 
appears the chiefs had decided otherwise. 

. After abandoning the raft, although scattered, 
all the boats formed a little fleet, and followed the 
same route. All who were siiicere hoped to ar- 
rive the same day at the coast of the Desert, and 
that every one would get on shore ; but MM* 
Schmaltz and Laehaumareys gave <»derB to take 
the route for Senegal. This sadden dbange in the 
resolutions of the chiefe was like a thunderbolt to 
the officers commanding the boats. Having ao- 
tliing on board but • what was barely necessary to 
enable us to allay the, cravings of hunger far one 
day, we were all sensibly tdSected. The other 
boats, which, like ourselves, hoped to have got oa 
shore at the nearest pmnt, were a little better pn^ 
visioned than we were ; they had at least a little 
wine, which supplied the place of other neoes- 
saries. We then demanded some from them, ex- 
plaining our situation, but none would asaist U8» 
not even Captain Lachaumareys, who, drinking to 
a kept mistress, supported by two sailors, swore 
he had not one drop on board. We were next 
desirous of addressing the boat of the G«T«nier 
of Senega], where we were persuaded were plenty 
of provisions of every land,- such as orangea, bis- 
ciuts, cakes, comfits, plumbs, and even 4^0 finest 
Kipieun ; but my father opposed it, so well waa he 
assured we would not obtain any thii^. 

We will now turn to the condition of ^ those oa 
the rafl, when the boats left them to tfaemselyes. 

If all the boats had ccmtinued dragging the raft 
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fiirwardy lATonred as we were by the bceeze from 
tke sea, we would have been able to have conduct- 
ed them to the shore in less than two days. But 
an iBconGei^^le iataHty caused the generous plaa 
to be abandoned which had been fonned. 

When the raft had lost sight of the boats, a spirit 
of sedition began to manifest itself in fiuious cries. 
They then began to regard one another with fero- 
dons looks, tmd to thirst £or one another's flei^« 
Some one had already whispered of having re- 
cofurse to that monstrous extremity, and of com-* 
mencing with the fattest and yomigest. A propo- 
sition so atrocious filled the bi'ave Captain Dupont 
and his worthy lieutenant M. L'Heureux with hor- 
rm*; and ^t coui-age whidb had so often support** 
ed them in the field of glory, now forsook them. 

Among the first who fell under ^e hatchets of 
the assassins, was a yoimg woman who had been 
seen devouring ^e body of her husband. When 
her turn was come, she sought a little wine as a 
last favour, then rose, and without uttering one 
word, threw herself into the sea. Captain Dupont 
being proscribed for having refused to partake of 
the sacrilegious viands with which the monsters 
were feedio^ on, was saved as by a miracle from 
the hands of the butchers. Scarcely had they 
seized hun to lead him to the slaughter, when a 
hirge pole, which served in place of a mast, fell 
npon his body ; and believing that his legs were 
broken, they contented themselves by throwing 
him into the sea. The unfortunate captain* plung- 
ed, disappeared, and they thought him already in 
another world. 

Providence, however, revived the strength of 

D 2 
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tlie unfortnnate warrior. He emerged under the 
beams of the raft, and clinging with all his might, 
holding his head above water, he remained between 
two enormous pieces of wood, whilst the rest of 
his body was hid in the sea. After more than two 
hours of suffering, Captain Dupont spoke in a low 
voice to his lieutenant, who by chancre was seated 
near the place of his concealment. The brave 
L'Heureux, with eyes glistening with tears, be- 
lieved he heard the voice, and saw the shade of 
his captain ; and trembling, was about to quit the 
place of horror; but, O wonderful! he saw ahead 
which seemed to draw its last sigh, he recognised 
it, he embraced it, alas I it was his dear friend ! 
Dupont was instantly drawn from the water, and 
M. L'Heureux obtained for his unfortunate com- 
rade again a place upon the raft. Those who had 
been most inveterate against him, touched at what 
Providence had done for him in so miraculous a 
manner, decided with one accord to allow him en- 
tire liberty upon the raft. 

The sixty unfortunates who had escaped from 
the first massacre, were soon reduced to fifty, then 
to forty, and at last to twenty-eight. The least 
murmur, or the smallest complaint, at the moment 
of distributing the provisions, was a crime punish- 
ed with immediate death. In consequence of such 
a regulation, it may easily be presumed the raft 
was soon lightened. In the meanwhile the wine 
diminished sensibly, and the half rations very much 
displeased a certain chief of the conspiracy. On 
pur|)ose to avoid being reduced to that extremity, 
the executive power decided it was much wiser to 
drcwn thirteen people^ and to get full rations, than 
that twenty-eight should have half rations. Mer- 
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Giful Heavoi I wbat ahmme I After the last cata- 
strophe, the chiefs of the conspiracy, fearing doubt- 
less of being atMssmated in their turn, threw ail 
the arms into the sea, and swore an inviolable 
friendship with the heroes which the hatchet had 
spared. On the. 17th of July, in the moniing» 
Captain Pamsjon, cominandant of the Argos brig, 
still found fifteen men on the raft. They were 
immediately taken on board, and conducted to Se* 
negal* F(Mir of the fifteen are yet alive, viz. Cap- 
tain Dupont, rending in the neighbourhood of 
Maintenon, Lievtenaat UHeureux, since Captain, 
at Senega], Savigny, at Rochefort, and Corr6ard, 
I know not where* 
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CHAPTER VI. 

TRB CHIEFS OF THE EXPEBITION ORDER ftftf 
' ' BOATS TO TAKE THE ROUTE FOR SENEOAL^— 
OBJECTIONS OP SOME GENEROUS OFFICERS-^ 
> THE SHORES OF THE SXESERT OF SAHARA ARE 
. DISCOVERECt— *IT IS DEFENDEB — THE SAII^ORS 
OF THE PINNACE ARE DESIROUS OF LANDING 

THE BOAT IN WHICH THE PICARD FAMILY 

IS LEAKS MUCH — UNHEARD-Of SUFFERINGS 
TERRIBLE SITUATION OF THE FAMILY- 
FRIGHTFUL TEMPEST — ^DESPAIR OF THE PAS- 
SENGERS. 

On the 5th of July, at ten in the morning, one 
hour after abandoning the raft, and three after 
quitting the Medusa, M. Lap^rdre, the officer of 
our boat, made the first distribution of proyisions. 
Each passenger had a small glass of water and 
nearly the fourth of a biscuit. Each drank his al- 
lowance of water at one draught, but it was found 
impossible to swallow one morsel of our biscuit, it 
being so impregnated with sea-water. It happen- 
ed, however, that some was found not quite so sar 
turated. Of these we eat a small portion, and pat 
back the remainder for a fiiture day. Our voyage 
would have been sufficiently agreeable, if the beams 
of the sun had not been so fierce. On the ey^i- 
ing we perceived the shores of the Desert ; bat 
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as liie two chtefk (MM. Schmaltas and Lacfaaii' 
rosrefys) wished to go right for Senegal, notwith- 
staD^ng we were still one hundred leagues frona 
it, we were not allowed to land. Several officers 
remonstrated, hoth on. account of our want of {HX)- 
visions and the crowded condition of the boats, 
for undertaking so dangerous a voyage. Others 
urged with equal force, that it would be dishonour- 
ing the Freadi name^ if we were to neglect the un- 
fortunate p0O|^e on the raft, and insisted we should 
be set on shove, and whilst we waited there, three 
boats should return to look after the raft, and 
three to the .wrecks of the frigato, to take up the 
seventeen who were left there, as well as a suffi- 
4aent quantity of provisions to enable us togo t6 
Senegal by ^ way of Baxbary. But MM. 
Schmaltz and Lachaumareys, whose boats were 
snfBcienily wdl provisioned, scouted the advice of 
their subalterns, and ordered them to cast anchor 
till the following morning. They were obliged to 
obey these orders, and to relin<piish their designs. 
During the night, a certain passenger, who was 
doubtless no doctor, and who believed in ghosts 
«ad witches, was suddenly frightened by the ap- 
pearance of flames, which he thought he saw in 
the waters of the sea, a little way from where our 
boat was anchored. My father, and some others, 
who were aware that the sea is sometimes phos- 
phorated, confirmed the poor credulous man in his 
belief, and added several circumstances which fair- 
ly turned his brain. . They persuaded him the 
Arabic s<»cerers had fired the sea to prevent us 
from travelling along their deserts. 

On the momiag of the 6th of July, at five 
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o'clo«kraB'tfa0 boste were vnder w«iy oa the foote 
to Senegal. The boftto of MM. SefamaHzr and 
Xiaehaiunarays took tiie lead aloof: the «oaa£» aMl 
«11 tbe expedition, followed* Abo«t e^^ seveml 
4Bailoi» in our boat^ witli Create, deiDH^d to be 
fi«t on shore ; but M* Lap^rere^ Bot aooedbs^ to 
;their request, the whole were about to revolt «id 
4Mize the comntend ; but the* firmneBS of tfaii efS6h 
jo&t qfieHed the nnitiaeen. fai a epring' whidt he 
made to seize a firelock which a aaikir persisled 
in keepiag in his possession, he ahnost tnmbM 
iato the sea. My fieither fortonatdy was imar 
hmkf aad h^d him by his clothes, bat he had im» 
jsiauitly to quit bun, fcHr fear of lonng his hat, whkk 
the waves were floating awaj. A short while af- 
ter this slight accident, llie shallop, which we had 
lost sight of Mioe the mofmng, appeared desiron 
of reJ4MBiiig us. We ptied all hands to amid her, 
for we were afraid of mte another, and thoogkt 
,that that boat, anewnbered widi so many people, 
wished to board us to oblige us to take some of 
its passengera, as M* Espian would not suffer than 
to be abandoned like those upon the raft. That 
.officer hailed us at a distance, offering to taike cm 
family on board, adding, he was anxious to take 
about sixty peo^e to the Desert. The officer of 
our boat, thinking that this was a pretence^ repluMl, 
we preferred suffering where we were. It even 
lippeared to us that M. Espian had hid some of 
his people under the benches of the shallop. But, 
alas ! in the end we deeply deplored being so aus- 
picious, and itf having so outraged the derotimi of 
the most generous officer of the Medusa. 
; Our boat beg^ to leak coii8idery[>ly, but^we 
prevented it as well as .we could, by stuffing the 



4«ig68t holes with oakna, which an 6!d 6aikr had 
•had llie ptccavti^ii to take b^ore qaitting ^e in-' 
-gate* At noon the heat became eo eftroog — b<» 
iotolenble, that faevenl of us belierad we had 
reached onr test memaitB. The hot winds of tibe 
Desert eren reached us $ and the fine sand wkk 
which ^ey were loaded^ had completely obscured 
the ckamess of the atmosphrav. The sun pro- 
wasted a reddish disk; the whi4e snifiM^of the ocean 
hecame nebnlons, and the air whiehL we brealhedy 
d^Misitis^ a fine sand, an impalpaUe powder^ 
•penetrated to onr lungs, abeady parched with a 
hnming thirst. In this state of torment we re* 
■nined till four in the aftemocm, when a breeze 
kom the north-west brought us some relief. Not- 
withstanding the privations we felt, and especii#^ 
^e bnnung thint which had become intc^enible^ 
the ceol air whidi we now began to brea^, mad^ 
as m part forget our suffeiings. The heavens be- 
gan again to resume the usual serenity of those la^ 
titudes, and we hoped to have passed a good mgfat* 
A second dfetribution of provisions was made t 
each received a small glass of watery and about the 
eighth part of a Ins^t* Notwithstanding oof 
meagre fiire, t»very one seemed content, in tike 
p^voasion we would readi Senegal by die mor« 
row. But how vam were all our hopes, and what 
•Offerings had we yet to endure ! 
• At liwlf past seven, the sky was covered- wi^ 
•tonny clouds. The serenity we- had admired a 
little while beftHre, entirely disappeared, and gave 
place to the most gloomy obscurity. The surfioee 
of the ocean presented all the signs of a coming 
tenqpest. The horizon on the side of the Desert 
had the appeaj^nce of a kmg ydeons chain of 
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mdm^aiuKs piled on one «aotber» tbe summitB of 
which seemed to vomit fire and smoke, Bluisk 
clouds, streaked with a dark copper, ooloor^ de- 
tached themselves from, that shapeless hei^^ nod 
came and joined with those which floated over our 
heads. In less than half an hout the ocean seemed 
confounded with the terrible sky w)>ioh canopied 
us* The stars were hid. Suddenly a frightfid 
noise was heard from the tvest, aud all Uie wwrea 
of the sea roiled to fowider our. frail bark. A 
^Muiul silence succeeded to the genend conat«nub> 
tion. Every tongue was mute ; and none durst 
communicate to his neighbour the horror with 
which his mind was. impressed. At intervals the 
oies of the children rent our hearts. At that in- 
stant a weeping and agonised mother bared her 
lu^east to her dying chMd, but it yielded nothing U» 
appease the thurst of the little innocent who press- 
ed it in vauu O night of horrors I wluat p«a is 
capable to paint thy terrible picture ! How de- 
scribe the agpnizing fears of a feither and mother^ 
at the, sight of their. children tossed about and ex- 
piring of hunger in a small boatj which the winds 
and waves threatened to ingulf at ev&cy instant 1 
Having full before our eyes ^le fufospect of inevit- 
able death, we gave ovunelves up to our unfrar- 
tunate cpnditipn, and addressed our prayers to 
Heaven. The winds growled with the utmost 
fury; the tempestuous waves arose exasperated. 
In their terrific encounter a mountain of water was 
precipitated into our boat, carrying away one of 
the sailsy and the greater part of the eflfects which 
the sailors had saved from the Medusa. Our bark 
was nearly simk; the females and the cbildrat 
lay rolling in its^ bottom, drinking the watans of 



JbfttetMsiB ;' and tfieir'erm^ mixed With thcvouuig 
•of the wavvs and the foErious ncnrth wiiid» incnased 
.the hofForo of the scene. My nofortmnte father 
tlMB CTpenenced ihe moat excmdalnig agony of 
jonnd. The idea of the lota which the ahipwTedc 
Jiad oceaaioned to him, and Ae danger which atiM 
mennoed aH hto hekl dearest in the worid^ plnpged 
^im into a deep swoon. The tendenieBB of Ina 
wife and chOdren Teeavend him ; but fthus ! hk re*- 
oovery was to stffl. mote bitterly to deplore the 
•^vretched aitiMilioii of his fian^. He cJasped ns 
to fab boaom ; he bo^d na witK hb tears, and 
iMemed as if he was regardii^ as with his hat 
'looks of kyte. 

Every soul in the host w«fe seised with the 
same perturbatieiiy hot it manifested itaelf in di6- 
lerent irays. One part of idie sailoni remained 
motieDksB^ in a bewydered state ; the other eheei^ 
ed and oti^ounged one another ; the children, lode* 
ed in the anna of thenr parents, wept, inceasantlyr 
Some demanded dnnk, vomiting die sak water 
whidi choked ^m ; Htfaers, in shmrt, embraced aft 
•for tfae hist time, intertwining their arms, md tow* 
ing to die togeiher* 

In tfae meanwlale the sea became roagbn' and 
roogher. The whole snrfiEice of the ocean seemed 
a vast plain furrowed with hnge bladdah wavea 
fringed with white foam. The thunder growled 
around us, and the ligBtning discovered to our 
eyes all that our imagination could conceive most 
horrible. Our boat, beset <m all sides by the 
vnnds, and at every instant tossed on the summit of 
mountains of water, was very nearly sunk in spite 
of our every eftirt in baling it, when we discovered 
a large hole in its poop* It vrts instantly stu^ 
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fed with eveiy thing we coald find ; — old clotkes, 
sleeves of shirts, shreds of coats, shawls, useless bon- 
nets, every thing was employed, and secured us as 
far as it was possible. During the space of six hours, 
we rowed suspended alternately between hope and 
fear, between life and death. At last towards the 
middle of the night, Heaven, which had seen our 
resignation, commanded the floods to be still. In* 
stantly the sea became less' rough, the veil whidi 
covered the sky became less obscure, the stars «- 
gain shmie out, and the tempest seenked to wklK 
draw. A general exclamation of joy and thank*- 
fblnesB issued at one instant frGon every nuNitl]. 
The winds calmed, and each of us sought a Uttle 
sleep, whilst our good and generous pUot steeied 
our boat on a still very stormy sea. 

The day at last, the day so desired, entirely re- 
stored the calm ; but it brought no other eonsi^- 
tion. During the night, the currents, the waves» 
aad the winds had taken us so far out to sea^tha^ 
on the dawning of the 7th of July, we saw nothing 
bait sky and water, without knowing whether to 
direct our course ; for our compass had been bttH 
ken during the tempest. In this hopeless eondi* 
tion, we continued to steer sometimes to the right 
and sometimes to ihe left, until the sun arose, md 
at last showed us the east. - 
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CHAPTER VII. 

AFTER THE FKIGRTFUL TEMPEST, THE BOAT, IN 
WHICH ARE THE PICARD FAMILY, IS STILL 
BB8IROVS or TARING THE ROUTE TO SENEGAL 
— CRUEL ALTERNATIVE TO WHICH THE PAS- 
8BNGBRS ARE DRIVEN-t-IT IS AT LAST DSC^-> 
DED TO GAIN* THE COA8T-«»D£SCRJPTION OF 
THE LANDING— -THE TRANSPORTS OF THE 
SHIPWRECKED. 

Om the nKMTiiBg of the 7th of July^ we again saw 
the shores of the Desert, notwithstanding we wera 
vet a great distaace from it. The sailors renewed 
their mwnrarings, wishing to get on shoit^, with 
the hope of b^g fible to get some wholesome 
plants, and some more palatable water than that 
of the sea ; hat as we were afraid of the Moon, 
their request was opposed. However, M. Lap^r 
r^re proposed to take them as near as he could to 
the fiffst breakers <m the coast ; and when tlieise, 
those who wished to go on shore should throw 
themselves into the sea, and swim to land. Eleven 
accepted the proposal ; but when we had reached 
the fint waves, none had the courage to brave the 
mountains of water which rolled between them^ and 
the beach. Our sailora then betook them&elves to 
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their benches and oars; and profraised to be more 
quiet for the future. A short while afiter, a third 
distribution was made since our departure from the 
Medusa; and nothing mcNre remained than fomr 
pints of water, and one half dozen biscuits. What 
steps were we to take in this cruel situation ? We 
were desirous of going on shore, but we had such 
dangers to encounter. However, we soon came to 
a decision, when we saw a cararan of Moors on 
the coast. We then stood .a little out to sea. Ac- 
cording to the calculation of oarcommaRdii^ offi* 
eer, we would arrive ait Senegal on llie mamm. 
Deceived by that false account, we preferred md- 
fering one day more, rainier l^anto be taken^by the 
Moors of the Desert, or perish among the break- 
ers. We had now no niore dian^aatni^l half giaas 
of water, and the seventh of a biscuit. Eiposed 
as we were to the heat of the son, winoli rdailed 
its rays perpendicularly on our heads, that ratioii, 
Ihougli small,' would have been a great relief to ns; 
but the distribution ivas ddayed to the monrov. 
We were then obliged to drink the bitter 0ea-w»- 
ter, ill as it was calculated to quench o«r thint. 
Must I tell it ! thirst had so ynthered the hmgs of 
our sailors, l^at they drank waiter sateer tfaaa diat 
of llie sea ! Oir numbers (fimiaiallied daily, and 
nothing but the hope of arriving at the colony on 
the following day sus^tuned our frafl exislim&oe. 
My young brothers and ttstovwept inceaaantly 
for water. The little Laura, aged m years, li^ 
dying at the feet of her mother. Her moomfid 
cries so moved the soul of my unfortunate ftither, 
ihat he waif on the eve of opening a vein to qneneli 
die thirst which' consumed his child ; but a wiae 
person opposed his design, observing that all the 



blood m im hody would not prolong tlie life of fan 
infant one moment. 

• The frethnesB of the nig^t^wind pvocured na 
gome lespite. We anchcMned pretty near to the 
ahovBy wpidy though dying of funine^ each got a 
tranqnil sleep* On the morning of the 8th of Jidy 
at break ci day, we took the route for Senegal. 
A short wlnle afber the wind feU, and we had -m 
dead cadm* We eowleaivonred to; row, but our 
0ti«iigth was exhausted. A fourth and last distri- 
hn^on was made, and, in the twinkliBg of aa eye, 
owr last resowroes were eons«aed« We were forty- 
two peq>le who had to feed upon ws hitemti and 
ibtsmAfourpmis of water, with iio hope of a fai^ 
th^ si^ly. Thaoi came the awwea t for deeid* 
iBg whether we were to perish among the iM^ak-* 
e»9 which defended the approach to Uie diores ol 
the Desert, or to die of £unine in oontinning.our 
fo^fte. The minority preferred the last -species of 
misery. We eontinued our progress along the 
sfaose^ painfolly pulling our oars. Upcm the beadb 
w«ra diatingoisfaed several downs of white sand, 
and some small trees. We were thus creepii^ 
along the eeast, observiag a moumfnl siknce^ 
wjhen » saBsnr suddenly exclaimed, B^old the 
Moon i We did^ in fiiet, see ▼ariow indiiidiials 
i^ien the rising ground, walking at a qoidc paee^ 
and whom we took to be the Aiafas of the Desert. 
As we w»e very near the shore, we stood £uther 
out to sea, fearing that these pretended Moors, or 
Amba, would throw themselves into the sea, swim 
out, and take us. Some hours after, we observed 
seveial people upon an emin^oce, who seeimed to 
anke signals pi> us. We ezanoined ihem atten^i' 
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tlvely, and b^oii reeogniisecl them to be eiir vom^ 
ntonB in misfartuiie. We replied te fbem by at- 
taching a white Kaiidken^ief to the top' of our 
mint. Then we resolved to land, at the mk oC 
perishing among the breakers, wtueh welfe Tory 
strong towards the idiore, ^hovgh the sea was 
cabn. On approadnng die beach^ we WWOft to- 
w Jfds the right, where the waves seemed less agi- 
tated, and endeavovred to readi it, with the hope 
ef being able more easily 4o ted. Scarcely had 
we dirscted onr eonne to dial point, wlMn wis 
peroeived a gi;eat nanmber of people standing near 
to a litde wood snrrotmding the sand-hills. We 
recognised them to he^he passengers of itet boat, 
whidi, like oorsidves, were deprived of prOvisioiM. 
Meanwhile we approached the shore, and al* 
ready the foaming surge filled lis with tenor. 
Bach wave that came from the opeli' sea, each' bil- 
low that swept beneath onr boat, made us bonad 
iito the air ; so we were sometimes thrown ftens 
the poop to the prow, and from the prow to iba 
poop. Then, if onr pilot had missed the sea, wo 
would have been sunk; the waves wouM have* 
thrown us aground, and we would have been bturied 
among the breakne. Hie helm of the boat was 
again given to the old pilot, who had already so 
happily steered us ifaroogh the dangert of die 
storm. He instantly threw into die sea the mast^ 
the sails, atid every thing diat could impedo our 
fffoceedingB. When we came to the first landing 
point, several of our shipwrocked companions, 
who had reached the shore, ran' and hid them- 
selves behind the biUs, not to see us perish ; otiiers 
made signs not to approach at tlnd; place ; some 
covered their eyes widi their hands; others, at 
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hal despising tlie dmn^f pi«cipit»fceilthieBi9elvat 

intor the waves to vaoeiTe us in tlisir,«ms« . We 

tlfen saw a spectsele thi^ saade us sfawlder. We 

bad akreitdy doubled two laages of.bBeakeiB; but 

tbose wMch wd bad stiU to crass misecjL their foaur 

iog waves to a prodigious height, then suok with 

a boiUew aiid moealrous Bo«ad» sweepiag along a 

long line of Ae ooast. . Qwr boat .eometiinee greatljr 

dievatftd, and sometimes iognlfed between die 

wwresy .se««ked, el 4he. jamment^ of vttsf rai» 

Braised} haltered^ tossed about en ali hands, iit 

imaaed of itself, aad reused ^ obey the kind hand 

v^ich dfiRseted it« . At that lastaat a.bqpe.wave 

nisbed 6oin the qpen>9ea» aad deabad agai]let^the 

petop ; the boat f^wsged^ <Usappeaie«^ andrwe w»e 

aM asiong th^ wares* rOnf endlon, whQBe.8tneiigth 

had i^imed i^ the pieseaee of dwiger, lede^ttfaded 

, then: efibitSf. ultanngt mownftil seiaids. Our baik 

greoiiedi Aa isara were broken; it. was thought 

.a^^uad^ bat it wan stsaaded ;i. it was upan its 

^«de» Tba. last sea rashed upon us wsth the iasr 

.piM:i)asiity .af a taroent., We. were up to the neok 

.ii^waSe)?; the hitler sea-froth ohoiyced.us. The 

.gii^ael was thnown out. The saikn threw themr 

j^ves into the sea ; they took the ehikfaren in their 

arma. ( retumad, and took as npan theix shaaldaxa; 

and I found myself seated upon the sand on the 

shore, by the sule of my step-mother, my brothers 

and sisters, almost dead* Every <Hie waa upon 

the beach except my father and some sailiHrs ; but 

that giood num arrived at last, to mingle his tears 

with those of his family and fiiends. 

Instantly our hearts joined ia addressing oar 
prayers and praises to God. I raised my bands 
to heaven, and remained some time immoveaUe 
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upon tlie beach* Every one also hastened to 
iify hk gnttitade to our old pilot, who, next to 
Gedy justly merited the title of our preaerrer. M. 
Dnmlge, a naval surgeon, gave him an elegant 
gold watch, the only thing he had saved horn the 
Medusa. 

Let the ^reader now recollect all the perils to 
which we had been exposed in eseaping &om the 
wreck of the frigate to the shores of the Desert— 
all that we had suffered 4ariag our imr days- 
voy8ge'«-and be will perhaps have a just notion of 
the various seosationis we felt on getting im shme 
on that strange and savage land* Doubtless the 
joy we experienced at having esoaped, as by a ud- 
Tade, the fury <tf the floods, was vmy great; but 
how much was it lessened by.llie feelings of our 
horrible ritnation ! Without water, wi^iont |)io- 
visions, and the minority of us neaily na&ed, was 
it to be wondered at that we diould be seined with 
terror on thinking ci the (^Mtaeles which- we had 
to surmount, the fatigues, the privations, the pains 
and the sufferings we had to endure, irith the 
dangers we had to encopuiter in the hnmenso and 
frightful Desert we had to traverse before we 
could arrive at our desdnation? Ahnigfaty Fhn 
vidence ! it was in Thee alone I put my trust, j 
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• * 

Jinm SHIFWftSCKBD FAmTT TORM THBMSBLVKS 
. IHTO A CABAVAN TO GO BY LAND TO SBNI&> 
. eA]>— 'THBY Vnil> WATBR IN THB BBaBBT<»M. 
BOMM PBOPLB OF THB CARAVAN PROPOSE TO 
ABANIK>N THB PICARD PA MILT-^ENBROUS 
>. eONDOCT OF AV OLD OFPIOBR OF INFANTRY 
-^DISCOVBRY OF AM OA8IS OF WILD PURS- 
I^AIN— -FIRST REPAST OF THB CARAVAN IN 
. THB DBSERT— «3^HBY FALL IN WITH A SMALI* 
. CAMP OF ARAB«-»M« PIGARD PURCHABBS 
V TWO KID8«-arHB MOORS OFFBR THBIB SKR- 
. VICB8 TO THEM-^ARRIVAL AT LAST AT THB 
- GRBAT CAMP OF THE MOOR8«— M. PICARD IR 
. RBCOaNISBD BY AN ARAB — GENEROUS PRO- 
CBBDIN6 OF THAT ARAB-— SUDDEN DEPAR- 
TURE OF THB CARAVAH— THBY HIRE ASSES* 

After we had a little recoTered from the fainting' 
and fodgne of our getting on shore, onr fellow- 
sRffiBrera tdd ns they had landed in the forenoon, 
and had cleaned the breakers by the strength of 
their oars and sails ; but they had not all been so 
lodcy as we were. One unfortanate person, too 
dennras of getting' quiekly on shore, had his legs 
bfoken under the Sbillop, and was taken iiuad laid 
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on the beach, and left to the cute of IVovidenee 
M. Espiaa, commander of the shallop, r^mMiclH 
ed UB for hamg doubted him when he wished to 
board us to take our femily along with him. It 
was most true he had landed sixty-three people 
liiat day. A short while after our reftusai, he took 
the passengers oi the yawl, who would infietUibly 
hare perished in the stormy nights of the 6th and 
7th. The boat named the Senegal, commanded 
by M. Msudet, had made tiie sl^one at the sanie 
ttme with M. Espisu. Theboateof MM.Sdimalte 
and LackanmaieyB were the oaly ones whiefa coaati- 
■ned the jpoate for Seni^al, whilst mne^tM^M of 
the Frandbnen intnated to these yiit i einen urare 
buteheringeadi other 4m ^ raft,' or dyii^of kaa- 
gw on the boning saadB of Safafum. 

About aeven m llw morning, a earavam was 
feimed to penetrate into the interkxv ibr the pttr- 
peao of finding some fresh watsv* We 4lid ao- 
eoidingly find some at a iittle dlstanee Iroattfae 
aea, by digging aoHmg the eand. E^wy one In- 
fltaatly B/o&bA remad the iittle wells, yitihkh fo- 
nidied eaongk to-fuendb cinr thiMt. Thia brack- 
iaii water was tound to be d^cioiB% aMough^ it 
had a' sa^imnw taste : iti ^soloar was llMit of 
whey. A^s all our clothes were wet and in tat- 
ters, and as we had nothing to change liiem, aosM 
generous oiicen offered liieira. My step-aaodMr, 
ay cousin, and my sister, were dressed in then? 
te mysitf, I pnefmed keeping my own.* W« ie« 
VM&ned nearly an hour beside our beiieficeBt fona^ 
tani, iIma took the rovte fdr Senegal ; that is, a 
sootheriy direction, for we did .not know osae^ 
where ^at oooatry lay. It was agreed that tlie 
females and children diouid walk b^ore tlie 



ymkj thfld tfaey migbt not ke left beUiid. Tht 
Molora vohmtarily ouried the yonngeat <ni thdr 
dioidden, and ereiy one took die roote idoBg the 
toML NotwidistaBcUng it was oeariy seven o'dock^ 
die sand was quite bnmmf, and we snffinned se- 
veietyy wafiEmg wkhoot shoes, hsTing lost them 
whilst landing. As soon as we eiriyed en the 
shorey we went to walk oa the w^ sand, to ceol 
«s a*little. Tfans we tniTdUed dninig sJl the 
night, widioiit enooontering any thing hot sfaefl% 
whidi wounded oar feet. 

On the merning of ihB iNli, we sanr an antelope 
on die t^ of a little hill, whieh instantly disi^ 
peaied, before we had time to riieot it. The De^ 
esse seemed to omr view one fnnaensd fiain of 
sand, on whidi was sem not one Mods of Terdnie* 
Howerer, we stfll fonnd water by digg^g in the 
sand* hi dw forenoon, two offieera of mavine 
e on q i kmed diat enr fomily incomnioded the pio^ 
gren of the camTan. It is trae, the females and 
die cfaiUien coold mit waUc so fuddy as the men; 
We walked as fost as it was posnble for us, never- 
tbeless, we often feH behind, v^efa obliged thon 
to halt tffi we came np. These officers, joined 
widi other indkidnsls, osnsidersd among them** 
eelres whedier they wookL wait for ns, or abandon 
ns In die Desert. I will be bdd to say, however, 
dbat but few were of die laitter t^Mnion. My fo« 
iher being informed of what was plottmg against 
OS, etepped up to the dbiefii of tibe conspicacy, and 
leppondbed them in die bitterast teorme fi» thetf 
selfishness and Inmtality. The dispute waxed hot. 
Those who were desirous of leaving us drew their 
swords, and my fodiOTput his hand upon apoignerd, 
widi which he had prmded hiraaelf on ^nitdng die 
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Irigkte. At thk acene, we threw mwielti* ia lie* 
tween them, conjuring lu» rather to reaaain in the 
Desert with hb iiuniiy» than seek the as^sUnee ^f 
dtose who> were, perhaps, lees humane than the 
Moors themselFes. Several peo|>le took our part, 
partknlarly M. B6gn^, captain of infiintry, who 
quieted the dispute by saying to his. sddien. ^* My 
fkiends^ yon ara Frenchnen, and I have the hiH 
nenr. of heing yonr commander ; let ns never aban* 
den an nnfoitnnate family in the Deaert» so long 
as Ve are able to be of use to them. " This brie^ 
but energetic speech, caused thoje, to blush who 
wislied to leave us. All then joined with the. old 
captein, saymg tliey would noi lesreua on con^- 
twn we would walk quioker. M. Br4gnike aadi 
his soldien replied, they chd not -wish to impoee 
conditions on. those to whom they were dasinmaoC 
doing a favour; nnd the unfortunate ftmily of 
Picard were again on the road with the whole e^ 
ravan* Some time alter this diapnte, M. Rog^^ 
member of the Philanthropic Society of Cat>e Vetd, 
seeretly left the caravan, striking into the raiddia 
of the Desert, without knowing very weU what ha 
sought. He wished perhaps to explore the an- 
cient country of ihe Numidiana and Getnli8na,and 
to give himself a slave to the great Emperor ol 
Morocco. What, would it avail to acquire audi 
celebrity ? That intrepid traveller had not time 
to find that after which he searched; for a few 
dnya after he was captured by the Moors, and 
taken to. Senegal, where the governor paid hia ran- 



About noon hunger was feh so powerfully among 
us, that it was agreed iqion to go to the amidi faiib 
of sand which were near the eoaas^ to see if any 



h^xb» eoM he found fit for eBtnig; but we only 
gut poiaoiioaB pkiits, tammg whidi w^re Tarionci 
kiB^ ^ eaj^ierbiian. C^ivolvakus^ of a brigfat 
green carpeted the downs; font on tasting t^eir 
leftfes we found them as bitter as gall. Theean^ 
vBXk rested in thisplaoey wlnfet sereral officers went 
foclher into the mtericnr. Tliejr eafiie back in about 
an boor, leaded with wild pmakon, w^ch they 
dyetrflmted to each of us* Every one instantiy d»- 
TVNBwd his bunch «l herbage, without leav i ng the 
smaiUest branch ( but as om: hunger was hr £kwi 
being satiBfied with this small allowance, ikie sol- 
dieffB and sailoia betook themselves to look for 
more* Hiey soon biwaght back a sufficient quatf^ 
tily, which was equally distributed, and devoured 
upon the spot, so ddlieiouB had hunger made that 
food to us* For myself^ I dedare I nev^ eat anjr 
thing with so much appetite in aU my life. Water 
was also found in this place, but it was of an abe- 
mmable tasle, AUter this traly frugal repast, w% 
continued our route. . The heat was insuppodttble 
in the last degree. The sands on wMeh we trode 
were bmniing, neverthriess several of us widked op 
these scorcluBg ceys without shoes ; and the fo- 
maJes had nothing but their hair iift a cap. When 
we reached die seap^ore, we aU ran and ky down 
aawng the waves. After remaining there some 
tiBiie,'*^we took our route along the wet beach. • On 
ov journey we met with several lar^ erabe, whidi 
were ef cotuHdeiaUe service to us. Every now 
and then we endeavoured to slake our-tibiist by 
sucking thenr crooked claws. About nine at niglk 
we hahed between two pretty high sand hills. AHer 
a short ta& coneernlngourausfortaBes, all seemed 
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<lestro»» of peB^iog t)ie ni^t in this place, nptifitii- 
atanding we hear«i oa e¥«ry side Uie roasii^ of 
leoiiai'ds* We deliberate4 o^ tlie jogieaiift of secur- 
ing ourselves, but sleep soon put an end to our 
f^ars. Scarcely bad we, slwnlwi'ed. a few hours 
when a horrible roaring of wild bcia^ .awoke Wh 
and made us stand on our defence. It wf^. a heaii- 
tifo} moonlight j%ht> aad in ^pite of .wy fean. and 
.the horribte »^>^ct of th^ plac^ na^au»reF.i^ 
peared ^.sublime to me before* . Instantly aoW9- 
thing was announced it(hatjr^seiiibled. a Uon« , This 
inforoiation. w^s listened to with the greatest emor 
•tipn. "Ey&cy om being desirous .of Yerifying. tb^ 
truth, fixed upon something he thought to be the 
olgect',.6ne b^Uered h^.saw the long.teetb of th^ 
king of the forest; anoth^ was i^cniYiiiflBd his 
mouth was already <^en..to. d^vaar us; sexfffaL 
aimPMBd with uuisk#tS| aimed at the animal, aod adr 
vsiMUDg fi few step^ d^overi^d the po^teoded lion 
to be nothing more than a shrub fluctuating. in. the 
•hree^e* HoweFer, the howling^ of f€ffo<j#ua hiaaits 
had so frightened us, b«ing yet he^d at if^tms^sisf 
thiit we again sought the searsbor^, on pufposo^to 
continue our rouble tpwwds the a^uth,. . . 

Our situ^lion had been thus perilous divcii^ tba 
night; Jaevertheless at iNreak. of day if«.lia4 tbs 
SjatAsfaclion of finding none ami^sing* Aho«Kt t #iift- 
rise we Md a Uttle to the ^f^st.to get fimber ipte 
the. interior to find fresh water, and l^tmuoh. tm» 
ia a vain search.; The country which }ne.,^^$r 
tiaweraed was a little leas i^d than tba^ whki|,pr() 
bad passed the prececjing day. . Xh^ hilla» the vvl- 
•lays, and a^ast plain of sau4»< were atrewed writh 
.Mimosa or sensitive plants, presenting to our sight 
a scene we had never before seen in the Desart* 
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HiiB' ^olmfly fe bmiiKUxl ns it were by a ehftin of 
itiodittlanS) or high dowfia of aand, in the direction 
of north and s<m^, witiioot the slightest tnacB of 
enWhratioto. 

' Tbwttds ten in the morning' some of our com^ 
paiiTOAs were desirous of making observations ia 
tlieinteiiOf, and l^y did not go in vain. They 
iaftfaiHly returned, anc^ toM ns they had iseen two 
AteJbf tents npoH a s%ht rising ground. We in« 
stahliy direeted our steps tfatther. We had to pass 
gveat downs of sand very slippery, and arrived iit 
a Iw^ pfeftH streaked h^re ttid there with ver-» 
dure; bat the turf w»s so hard and piercing, we 
etmkl sairtrely walk over it without wounding our 
feet. Onr presence iif these frightfiil solitudes put 
u» fi^ht three or four Mo<m^ shepherds, who 
herdied' a email' flock of sheep and goats in att 
MMS** At last we arrived at the tents af^^ 
which W wero searching, and found fai them tlfree 
McKttesses and two little diildren, who did not 
s e g in in ite* least frightened by our vimt. A nie^ 
gfo serYam» bdonging to an officer of marine, in^ 
terpfcited between us ; and 1^ good #omen, who^ 
when they had heard of onr misfortunes, offcn*ed us 
millet and water for payment. We bought a lit-* 
lAe of that gram at the rate of thirty pence a 
hMtdiid'; ihe water was got for three francs a 
gtes ; it was very good^ and non# grudged the 
BM&ey it cost; As a glass of water, with a hand-» 
M of millet, was ' but a poor dinner for famished 
peof^, my fadier bought two kids, #lneh they 
would not give him under twenty piasters. ' We 
immediatDly 'killed them, and onr Mooresses hdt^ 

* Os is, a fertile tract of land situated among f^nd. T. 
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ed them in a large kettlo. Wbikt ottr repait wtts 
prapaiing, my father, who could not afford the 
Whote of the expense, got othera to contribute to 
it ; but an old officer oi marine, who was to have 
been captain <^ the port of Senegal, was the only 
person who refused, notwithstanding he had abont 
Inm nearly three thousand francs, wluch he beaat- 
ed of in the end. Serend soldieia and saikm had 
seen him count it in round pieces of g«^d, on com- 
mg ashore on the Desert^ and reproadied him for 
his sordid avarioe; but he seraned insenaible to 
their reproaches, nor eat tiie less oi bis portion of 
kid with his companions in nusfortone. 

When about to resume our journey, we nw 
aereral Moors apfmraushing to us wrmed with lances. 
Our people instantly seized their arras, and put 
themselves in readiness to defend us in case of an 
attack. Two offioem, followed by sereral solcyem 
and sailors, with e«r inteipreter, advanced to dis- 
cover their intentions. They instantly rotnmed 
wi^ the Moon, who said, that ftr from wisUaf^ 
to do us Ymruh l^ey had come to offer us their aa- 
aistanoe, and to conduct us to Senegal. This e^ 
fer being accepted of widi gratitude by all of us, 
the Moors, of whom we had been so afinaid, be« 
came our potecton and finenda, feiifyiag the old 
proverb, there are good pecplp every ufhere I Am 
the camp of die Moore was at seme conaideiahie 
distance from where we were, we set off altogether 
to reach it before night. After having walked a> 
bout two leagues throngfa the burning sanda^ we 
found ourselves again upon the shore. Towacda 
higfat, our oonduetore made us strike again into the 
interior, saying we were very near their camp, whidi 
18 called in their language Berkelet. But the short 



jhfay ic e of liie Moon was fovnd very long^by iIm 
lemaks and tke diildraiv on aeconnt of the down* 
of BHid which we had to ascend and descend erery 
imitairt, ako of priekly ahrabB oTer which we were 
frecpmitly obligod.to walk* Those who were bare- 
iootedy felt most severely at this time the want of 
their shoes* I myself lost among the boshes van- 
oas shreds of my dress, and my feet and legs were 
aH streaming widi blood. At lepgth, al^r two 
long hours of walking and suffering, we arrived al 
the campof that tribe to which bdonged oar Arab 
eondnctork We had scarcely got into the camj^ 
when the dogi^ the children^ and the Moorish 
women, began to annoy «s» Some of them threw 
aand in our eyes, others amused themselyes by 
■wtchiag at our hair, on pretiMkce of wishing to 
qgamine it. This pinshed.us^ that spit upon uai 
the dogs bit our l^|;s, whilst the old harpies cut 
the bidBkms firmn the officers coats, or endeavonred 
to take away the lace. Our conductmw, however, 
had pky on us, and chased away the dogs and the 
carious crowd, who had already made us suffer aa 
■such as the thMns which had torn our feet. The 
diie& of the camp, our gudes, and some good 
women, at last set about getting us some suppeiv 
Waler in aboadanoe was giVsn us without pay- 
ment, and they sold us £sh dried in the sun, and 
amne bowlfnis of sour milk, all at a reaswiable 



We fDund a Moor in the camp udio hod pns^ 
wkmif known my father at Senegal, and who 
wipf]ke a little fkench* As 80<m as he recogniasd 
1dm, he cried, ^ Tiens toi, Fieard ! ni a psseon* 
naitre OMn Amet ? " HariL ye, Fieard, know you 



90 SHIBWKtGK 0» 

B4t Amet? We. were all. strack. with aatoniab* 
ment a( these Fseacb words ceming from Uie 
mouth ef a Moor. My father recollected laving 
employed long ago a young goldsmith at Sen^^» 
and discovering the Moor A met to be the same 
person, shook Inm by the.hand« After that good 
fellow had been made acquainted with our ship- 
wreck, and to what extrejawities our unfortunate 
fionily had been reduced, he could Botrefinan from 
taars; and this perhaps was the first timea Musnift 
man had ever wept over the misfortunes /oi a Cbria^ 
tian. A met was not satisfied with, deploring 
hard &te ; he was deairoue of preying that he 
generous and humane».aBd instantly distributed a^ 
mong us a large quantity of milk and water free 
of any diarge. He also raised for <lur fiunily a 
large tent ef the ski^a c^ camels, cattle ^and alieept- 
because his religion would i|ot allew him to lodge 
with Ghristiana imder the same reof> The plsMoa 
appeared very dark, and the obscurity made, us 
uneasy* Amet and our eendudon Ughted a large 
fire to quiet us; and at last,, bidding ua good 
night,' and retiring, to his teiKk, eakl» *^ Sleep in 
peaoe ; the God of the Christiana w also the God 
of the Musubnen* "' 

• We had resol¥ed to qik thia Inly hoopitaUe 
fhce early in the mmning ; but during the nigfati 
some people who had probably too much money, 
ima g ine d the Moon Ittd taken ua to their caa^ 
eo plunder us* Tfaeyeommno&eiied their feiu» to 
others^ and piete&ding that ihe Moef% who walk* 
«d up and down among their flocks, and crind 
tern time to time,. to keep away the fosocieas 
beats, had already given the signal for pmening 
and murdering us. Instantly a general panic seiz* 
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>f] M cmr people, tank they wished to set off fortb- 
wi^4 My fetber^ althengh he well" knew the pei^ 
fidy of the infaalntiiiitB of the Desert, endeavoured 
to assure them we had nothing to fear, because 
the Arabs were too frightened for the people of 
Senegal, who would not fail to arenge lis if we 
were insnlted ; but nothing could quiet their 3^« 
prefaensions, «nd we had to take the route during 
the middle of the night. The MOors being soon 
acquainted with our fears, made us all kinds of 
protestiAions ; and seeing we persisted in quitting 
the can^, offered us asses to carry us as far as 
tlie Sen^al. These beasts of burden were hired 
at the rate of 12 fiaacs a day, for each^head, 
and we took our departure under the guidance 
of those Moors who had before conducted us 
to the camp. Amet*s wife being unwell, he 
could not accompany us, but recommended us 
strangly to our guides. My father was able to 
hire only two asses fsar the whole of our family ; 
and- as it was numerous, my sister Caroline, my 
eomioy and myself, were obliged to crawl along, 
whilst my unfoatumite fether followed in ike suite 
of the caiavan, wfaaeh in truth went mudi quicker 
ihan we did. 

A short distance from the camp, the brave and 
eompassionate Captain B^gn^re, seeing we still 
walked, obliged us to accept of the ass he had 
Ured for himself, saying he would not ride when 
young ladties, exhausted with fatigue, followed on 
loot. 1 he King afietwards honourably, recom- 
pensed'this w<»rthy officer, who ceased not to re<^ 
gard our unfortanate family with a care and attMi- 
ftioB I will sudwvr forget. 
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During the remainder of the night, we tnvelled 
4n a manner sufficiently agreeable, inoonting al- 
ternately the ass of Captain B^ira. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THB CARAVAN REGAINS THE SHORE — A SAIL IS 
]>ISCOVBRED-*IT BRINGS ASSISTANCE TO THE 

CARAVAN GREAT GENEROSITY OF AN EN* 

GlilSHMAN^-CONTINUATION OF THEIR JOVR- 
NEY— EXTRAORDINARY HEAT-^THEY RILL A 

• BULLOCK-— REt^AST OF THE CARAVAN-— AT 
LAST THEY DISCOVER THE RIVER SENEGAL 
-*— JOY OF THE UMFORTUNATE-^M. PICARD 
RECEIVES ASSISTANCE FROM SOME OLD 

FRIBNDS At SENEGAL HOSPITALITY OF THE 

INHABITANTS OF THE ISLAND OF ST LOUIS 

. TOWARDS EVERY FBRSOif OF THE CARAVAN. 

At fiye in the morning of tlie 11th of July we 
regakied the sea-shore. Ovr asses, fatigued with 
the long journey among the sands, ran instantly 
and ky down among the breakers, in spite of our 
utmost exertions to prevent them. This caused 
several of us to take a bath ve wished not: I 
was myself held under my ass in the water, and 
bed great diifieulty in saying one of my yottna^ 
brodierB who wa» floa^g away. But, in the end, 
as this incident had no unfortunate issue, we 
langhec^ and continued our route, some on foot, 
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md some on the caprieimis mms. Towards ten 
o'clock, pereeiving a sbip oat at sea, we attached 
a white handkerchief to the mnxEle of a gnu, war- 
ing it in the air, and soon had the satisfiBu^on of 
seeing it was noticed. The ship having approach- 
ed snfBdently near the coast, the Mows who were 
with lis threw themselves into the sea, and swam 
to it. It must be said we had very wrongfully 
snpposed that these people had had a design against 
us, for their devotion could not appear greater 
than wlien five of them dartsd tfarongfa the w«f«ft 
to endeavour to oommiodcate between us and th^ 
ehip t notwithstanding, it was stiU a good (piarter 
of a leagoe distant from where we atood on the 
headb. la about half an hour we'saw these good 
Moon returning, makiiig: float before dwm three 
small barrels. Anived on shore, one of them 
gaire a lett«r to M. Espian fimn Mi Faniajon. 
Tfan gentleimui was the i^tain of the Argus birig, 
•est to seek sfter ike niH^ and to give us pir§vi- 
tmns. Thia letter a&aoiniced a email baml of 
biscuit, a lieice of wiae, a half tieree of brandy, 
and |a Dutch cheese. O fortunate event I We 
wvre very desirous of testifyiag our gtstitude to 
die generous commander o(F ^be brig, but he in- 
stantly set esit and left tn. We staved the baneb 
wMdi hehl on* jmall stbdc of previsioiis, and mado 
a distribution. Each of us bad a biscuit, about a' 
glass of wine, a half glass of brandy^jand a small 
morsel of cheese. Each dnnk his allowanco of 
wine at one gulp ; the brandy was not even de- 
spised by the ladies. I however preferred quan* 
tity to quality, and exchanged my ration of brandy 
Cur that of wine. To describe our joy, wfaikt tdfi* 
ing this repast) is impoaiible. Exposed to the fierce 



isys M>f a vertiod Mm ; culisiwled bjr a Imig traitt 
of BaffiniBg ; depriired far a long vi4dle tiie vae «l 
any luiid criP ^intuoos liquors, wken cnr porlioiit 
«f water, wine, and taundy, mingled in our sto^ 
madiB we became like insane jpeof^. life, whidi 
had latelf been a gveat iMroden, now bocame pr&i 
eaa»itoii8. Eoi A cada, lowering and anlky, bqgaa 
to -nswrmkle; enemies bsoame most brotherly; 
the awaiicioiis endeamiirad to £Hget ibeir selfistn 
and cnpidily ; thevhildica smiled for the fini 
since onr sh^wreek ; in a wov^- mnry one 
oeemed to be bom again front a eondi^nr melani^ 
eholy and- dijeetad; I «rsn briiem ijae aaikaa 
song the praises of their mistresses. 
' lldB jsnney was ^ most fintmiate for as; 
Soaae short wlnle after .oar delicioBB maai, we saw 
several Moors approaching, who brang^tminK ami 
Vaiterj so that we had lefresliments in abDadanee« 
It k true we paid a littte dear iot them; the ghun: 
of mflk oeat dbt less than fibxee fmacs. Aitev 
reposing ahoai Area Komrs, oar oanw an prooeedod 
on Its soate* 

Aboat m in the eTssniag, my fierther &iding 
himself extremely fatigued, wished to rest bimselfk 
We allowed the caravan to more on,, whilst my 
atepHttother and myself remained near him, and 
tibe rest of ^ faaaly followed with tiieir ass^s. 
We all three soon fell asleep. When we awokei 
we were astonished at not sedag onr companions^ 
The son was sinking in the west. We saw save* 
lal Moors approachii^ as^ moaated on oamds i 
and my fadier reproadied himself for having slept 
ao long. Their appearance gave us great unean*. 
neas, and we wieiied much to escape from tbeasy 
bat my otop-mother and J^^lf Ml qiut«^ ozhaM^ 
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tA. ' The'Moors,' #ilh Umg beards/ iMPring come 
^te eloee to ns, one of tfam aHgfated and addiCBs- 
ed m in "Uie foUewmg words. ** Be eoosforted, 
kdies ; under the costume of an An^, yoa see an 
Englisbmaii uibo is desoxms of sernng yon. Har- 
ing heaxd at. Senegal tint FiMidmien were tb^owK 
ashore on these deserts^ I tho4q;fat my prsseaee 
might be of some senrice to them, as I was ae- 
qmunted with several ai the pnnoes of this arid 
^euntry/' These noble words from the mo«ith 
ef a man we had at ftrat taken to be a'Meor, 
instontiy quieted our fears. Recovering froiii 
ster fright) we rose and expressed tor thn phi* 
lanthropic Eng&faman the gratitiide we Mk 
Mr Camet, * the name of the -ge n e rou s Briton, 
tokl us that our caravan, which he had net,' 
waited for us at about the distance of two leagnesi. 
He then gave us some biaenit, whidt we* eat; 
and we. then set off togetlusr to join our com- 
pamons. Mr Camet wished us to mount hia taK 
meb, but iny stepmother and myself, being uhaMe 
to persuade ourselves we could sit securely «m ^eir 
hairy haunches, continued to walk' on tb» moist 

» • * , • 

• In the ifrork of MM. Corrlard and Savigny, ibU 
gentleikian ia made mention of in substance as follows. ' 
»di the enreniiig of the Ihh, they laet fidith mme cT 
the natures, and an Irishman, captain of a mercbanfe- 
liaan, who, of his own accord, had left St Louis with 
the intention of assisting the sufferers. He spoke the, 
hmgoage of the country, and was dressed hi the Moorish 
•oatuma We are aorry we csnnot reeoUed the name s£ 
ihia foreion officer, which we would have a real plwmre 
in publishing ; but, since time has effaced it from our 
riiemories, we will at least publish his zeal and his noble 
iia w ' to ,- titles well worthy the gratkode of e^ry fteliiw 



BBttd^ mUkt my fiktber, Mr Caraely ftod dM Moms 
wiio aceoiBpanied Hm^ pnoeeeded on ths caoieli. 
We Boon leacbed a MttJe riveiv nailed in the ooint- 
try Marigot des Manngoina. We wialwd to drink 
of it, but foond it as salt aa the sea. Mr Caraet, 
4esiFMl na to have patieBce^ and we ahovld find 
aome at. the plaoe where our caranm waited. We 
folded that river laieO'deq). At laet> having mUb> 
ed aboBt an hooTy we rejoined our €Oinpanioaa» 
who liad found BeveiBl. welb of fredi water. |t 
waa veeolved to paaa the night in this place, whieh 
seemed leea and thaa aay we saw near ne. The 
aohMeiSy being recfoeated to go and seek wiood to 
light a fire, for the parpose of fidlf^mBig Ijhe for 
TedooBheaste which were heard roaring aronnd qb^ 
lefosed ; but Mr Comet assnedne, that the Moom 
who were with him knew weU how to ke^ aB 
flodi intffnden hattk our oan^i. In tmth, .dnring 
the whole' of the ni|^ iheee good Arabs piomep 
Haded lomd oar caravan, uttering cries at intervals 
Ipke those we had heanl. in iA» camp of the genor 
rona Aaoet* ' 

We passed a very good ni^^ and at foarin the 
moniing oonlnned onr rente along the ahpre* Mr 
Canoet left ns to endeavour to psocore aome pcorir 
sions. Till then our asses had been qmte docile; 
bttt, annoyed with their riders so loqg npeii dftir 
bedksy ihey lefnsed to go foiwnd. - A fit ieoK 
possession of ^em, and all at the seaie instant 
threw thm riders on the ground, or among the 
bashes* The Mocna, however^ who aocomjpried 
ua, assisted to catch onr oaptick>ae aaimali, whA 
had nearly scampered affj and replaced us on the 
hard becks of these headslvoiig croatiimsl. Atnoei^ 
the heatbecame ao violent, thalt etan tb^ Moem 
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^emsekftft b«rtf it with diffieuHy. We then deterw 
mined on finding some dbade behind the high 
BHmnds of simd whkh appeared in the intemr; 
bnt how weie we to reach them I The aeads coidd 
not 'be hotter. We had been obliged to leave our 
aises on the shoie, fen* they would neither adranoe 
norvacede. The gtealer part of na had neither 
shoes nor hats ; notwithstandii^, we were obliged 
ta go forward. ahnost a long league to find a little 
shade. The heat reflected by the sands of the De- 
sert coidd be oompaled to nothing, bnt the otiaath 
•f an oven at the moment of drawing oot the 
bread ; nevertheless, we endured it ; biit not with* 
out cursing those. who had been the occasion of aM 
enr. ansfortmies. Arrived behind the heights Ibr 
wiiaefa we searched, we stnetehed ourselves mder 
^'Miitiosa^mmierj (the acacia of* the Desert^ 
several broke branches feem the atdepia (swd* 
lew-^wort), and made themselves a shade. ^ Bat 
whether ifrom want of air, 6t >the heat^of the 
gnmad on which we were seated^ we wave nearly 
1^1 suflfocated. I thought my last hoor'waa fiwn 
Abeady my eyes saw nothing bat a daflc chmd, 
when a person of the ninwof Bohht, who was to 
have been a smith' at Senegal, gave me a boetoMi* 
tmauag sense muddy water, which he had* haid- the 
pftcamimr to keep. I sdaed the Mastic vene^ and 
BBSleiled to swaltow the liquid in large diai ^f ^HB* 
One of my cerapdnions, equally- tonaented with 
diirst, eoffionaof the pleasm« I seemed to feel, and 
whsoh I fek'eflhctiially,'dinnrthe feet fro» the 
hoot, and semd it in Us torn, hot it avattsil'lma 
nalhing. The'water which rensained was so &b^ 
gnsting, that heoooid not dnnk it, and spHled it 
on the groond. Capta&n Begncre, who was^wH 



flMty jtt^%ing> by the wfttor which fell^ how lo«tb<- 
fone ttvst thai have been which I had dnnk, of- 
fi»ed me aooie cnunba .of biscuU, whidi he had 
ke^ meet carefally in his pocket. . I chewed that 
mixtwo of bisady dost, and . tobacco, b«t I covld 
net ewidlew it^ aad ga^e it all maatieated to one of 
my yeong biwtheTS, who had faUen from iiuni* 

We wete about to qmt< ^i» foniace, when we 
saw ottr geneiioiia Englishman sspfmacbsng^ who 
bivNigbt lis pFoy]8ion& At this nght I felt my 
etvei^;th reidfo, and ceased to denre death, which 
I had befoie called on to rdceae me from my anf'^ 
ierii^^s. Several Moors accompanied Mr Camet^ 
and erery one was loaded. On Aeir. arrival we 
had water, with rice and dried fish in abandanceu 
ET^y ene drank his allMirance of water^ font had 
not atbility to eat, althoagh the rice was exadltal. 
We wwe att anxions to retiira to the sea, that we 
auigfai bathe ooiselTeB, and the earaTan .put Uaelf 
eft the mad to the fareakem of Sahna. After aa 
how's march of great snfiering, we legaiaod the 
shore, aa weU as our aetoes, who were lying m litm 
water. We nnhed ammig the wares, and alter a 
halb of half an hoar, we reposed onrselTes npott 
the heack My coasin wd I went to strolch owp- 
eehres upon a snudl rising gnnmd, where we w^Mb 
diaded with seme old dothes which we had with 
IB. . My. coosia was clad in an ofiicer'a uuformi 
Ae>hee*of which strongly iattracted the eyeeof Mr 
' CTametr's Moeis. Scarcaely had we lain dcnvn, when 
one of ihem, thinkingTwe were asleep, oaaerto en«- 
deavenr to- steal it; but seeing we .were awake* 
eonteaited himself by looking at us very stead* 

ftrtly. ...,.-.;•-/ 
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Such k die sUght inckkm wfaich it hm plcawid 
MM.Coifeard andSsngny to relate in th^iracooiiiit 
i^f the shipwreck of the Medusa in a tolaiHy dif* 
ferent manner. BeHering donbtless to nuJce it 
more interesting or amnsing) they say^ that one of 
the Moors who were onr guides^ eitW tfacoi^h en* 
nosily or a stronger eestimenty appreaehed Mies 
Picaid whilst asleep* and> after having examined 
her form, raised ikhe coyering whidi'eoBoealed her 
bosom, gazmg awhile like one astoiddied, at length 
drew nearer, but darst not touch hen Then, af- 
ter havii^ looked a longwinle, he replaced the co- 
vering ; and, retaraing to his companions, related 
in a joyous manner what he had seen. Seveni 
frenchmen haTing c^etred the proceedings of the 
Moor, told M. Fioatd, who, after the obUgmg olien 
;of the officers, decided m clothing the rest of the 
ladies in the miUtary dresa on purpose to prevent 
^hr being annoyed by the attentions of the inha- 
bitants cf the Desert.. M%bty well ! I beg pardon 
jof MM. Corr^ard fOid Savigny, but there is not 
ohe word d truth in Idl tlw. How could these 
fpentlemen see torn ike raft that which passed dur- 
ing the l£th of July on the shore of the Deaert of 
Saliara ? And stipposing diat this was reported to 
-them by some one of our cararan^ and inserted in 
theirwork, which contams various odieriaaecnraciea, 
I have to inform them they hanre been deeeived. 

About three in the mdming^ a nortibi^west wind 
laving sprung up and a little refiedied usi our em- 
lavan continued its route ; our generous Rngtiaih- 
man again taking the task of procurii^ us pron- 
mons. At four o*clock the sky became overcwt, 
and we heard thunder in ihe distance. We all ex- 
pected a great tempest, whidb happily did not take 



■THE MMBVSA* 91 f 

fJaee. Near seven we readied tbe spot where we . 
were to wait for Mr Caniet» wMb came to us with 
a bullock he had purchased. Then quitting the. 
shore^ we went into the interior to seek -a pkiee to. 
cook our supper. We fixed our camp beside a 
small wood of acacias, near to w£ich were several 
wells or cisterns, of fresh water. Our ox was di- 
stantly killed, skined, cut to pieces, and distribut- 
ed. A large fire was kindled, and each was- oc-' 
cupied in dressing his meaL At this time I caught 
a smart fever ; notwithstanding I could not help,, 
laughing at seeing every one seated round a large 
fire holding his piece of beef on the point of a« 
bayonet, a sabre, or some sharp-pointed stick. The 
flickering of the flames on the diflerent faces, sun- 
burned and covered with long beards, rendjsred 
more visible by the darkness of the night, joined 
to th^ noise of the waves and the roaring of fero- 
cious beasts which we heard in the distance, pre- 
sented a spectacle at once laughable and impo«ng. 
If a David or a Girodet had seen us, said I to my- 
self, we would soon I^ave been represented on ctoi- 
vass in the galleries of the J^ouvre as i*eal cannibals ; 
fpd the Pansiaa youth, who know not what ^plea- 
sure it is to devour a handful of wild purslain, to^ 
drink muddy water from a boot, to eat a roast 
cooked in ^moke— who know not, in a word, how. 
comfortable it is to have it in one's power to satisfy 
one s appetite when hungry in the burning deserts 
of Africa, wpuld jievev have believed that, among 
these half-savages, were sevei*al bom on the banks 
of the Seine. 

Whilst these thoughts were passing across my. 
mind^ sleep overpowered my senses. Being awak- 

G 3 . 
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cfd in the middle of the night, I found my portion 
of beef in the shoes whi<£ an' old sailor Imd lent 
me for walking among the thorns. Although it 
vns a little bnmed and smelt strongly of the dish 
in wMch it was contained, I eat a good part of it, 
and gave the rest to my friend the sailor. ' That 
seaman, seeii^ I was ill, offered to exchange my 
meat for some whieh he had had the address to 
boil in a small tin-box. I prayed him to give me 
a little water if he had any, and he instantly went 
aad fetched me some in his hat. My thirst was 
so great that I drank it out of this nasty cap with- 
out the slightest repugnance. 

A short wMle after, eTsry one awoke, and again 
took the route for arriTing at Senegal at an early 
hcRV. Towards seven in the morning, having 
fallen a little behind the caravan, I saw several 
Moors coming towards me armed with lances. A 
young sailor boy, aged about twelve years, who 
sometimes walked with me, stopped and cried in 
great terror, ^ Ah ! my God, lady, see the Moors 
are coming, imd the caravan is already a great way 
before us ; if they should carry us away ?** I told 
hkn to €ear nothing, althou^ I was J'eally more 
fiaghtened thui he was. These Arabs of llie De- 
sert soon came up to us. One of them advanced 
with a thiseatening air, and stopping my ass, ad- 
dressed to me, in his barbarous language, some 
words which he pronounced with menacing ges- 
€ia<es. My Uttle ship-boy havingxmade his escape, 
L began to weep ; for the Moor always prevented 
my ass going forward, who was pedbaps as well 
4A>nt<Hit at resting a little. However, from the ges* 
tofes which he made, I supposed he wished to 
icnow whither I wsas going, and I cried as lond as I 
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covtd, '' JVdar / Ndarf " (Senegal ! Senegal !) ijbe 
only African words 1 then knew* At this the 
Moor let go the bridle of my ass, and also assisted 
me by making him feel the full weight of the p<^. 
of his lance, and then ran off to his companions^ 
who were roaring and laughing. I was well con- 
tent at being freed from my fears; and what with 
the word neUiTf and the famous thump of his spear, 
which was doubtless intended for my ass, I soon 
rejoined the caravan. I told my parents of my ad- 
venture, who were ignorant of what had detained 
me ; they reprimanded me as they ought, and I 
promised faithfully never again to quit them. 

At nine o'clock we met upon the shore a lai^ 
flock herded by young Moors. These i^epherds 
sold us milk, and one of them offered to lend my 
father an ass for a knife wiiich he had seen him 
take from his pocket. My father having accepted 
the proposal, the Moor left his companiosis to ac- 
company us as far as the river Senegal, from whidi 
we were yet two good leagues. There happened a 
circumstance in the forenoon which had like to hav& 
proved troublesome, but it turned out pleasantly. 
The steersman of the Medusa was sle^ng upcHk 
the sand, when a Moor found means to . steal his 
sabre. The Frenchman awoke, and as soon as he 
saw the thief escaping with his booty, rose and 
pursued him with horrid oaths. The Arab, seeing 
nimself followed by a furious European, returned, 
fell upon his knees, and laid at the teet of the 
steersman the sabre which he had stolen ; who, in 
his turn, touched with this mark of confidence or 
repentance, voluntarily gave it to him to keep. 
During this scene we frequently stopped to see 
how it would terminate^ whilst the caravan co^- 
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' tinned its route. Suddenly we left the shore. Our 
companions appearing quite transported with joy, 
some of us ran forward, and having gained a slight 
rising ground, discovered the Senegal at no great 

. distance from them. We hastened our march, and 
for llie first time since our shipwreck, a smiling 
picture presented itself to our view. The trees al- 
ways green, with which that nohle river is shaded, 
the humming hirds, the red-birds, the paroquets, 
the promerops, &c. who flitted among their long 
yielding branches, caused in us emotions difficult 
to express. We could not satiate our eyes with 

' gazing on the beauties of this place, verdure being 
80 enchanting to the sight, especially after having 
travelled through the Desert. Before reaching the 
river, we had to descend a little hill covered with 
thorny bushes. My ass stumbling threw me into 
the midst of one, and I tore myself in several 
places, but was easily consoled when I at length 
found myself on the banks of a river of fresh water. 
Every. one having quenched his thirst, we stretch- 
ed ourselves under the shade of a small grove, 
whilst the beneficent Mr Camet and two of our 
officers set forward to Senegal to announce our 
arrival, and to get us boats. In the meanwhrle 
some took a little repose, and others were engag- 
ed in dressing the wounds with which they were 
covered. 

At two in the afternoon, we saw a small boat 
beating against the cun*ent of the stream with oars. 
It soon reached the spot where we were. Two 
Europeans landed, saluted our caravans, and in- 
quired for my father. One of them said he came 
on the part of MM. Artigue and Labonre, in<^ 
habitants of Senegal, to offer assistance to our kt* 
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inily ; the other added, that he had not waited fov 
the boats which were getting ready for us at the 
island of St Loois, knowing too' well what would 
be our need. We were desirous of thanking them^ 
but they instantly ran off to the boat and brought 
us provisions, which my father's old friends had sent 
him. They placed before us large baskets con- 
taining several loaves, cheese, a bottle of Madeira^ 
a bottle of filtered water, and dresses for my lather. 
Every -one, who, during our journey, had taken 
any interest in our unfortunate family, and espe- 
cially the brave Captain B^gnere,' had a share of 
our provisions. We experienced a real satisfiacH 
iion in partaking with them, and ^ving them this 
small mark of our gratitude. 

A young aspirant of marine, who had refused 
us a glass of water in the Desert, pressed with 
hunger, begged of us some bread ; he got it, also 
a Bmall glass of Madeira. 

It was four o'clock before the boats of ^e go* 
vemment arrived, and we all embarked. Biscuit 
and wine were found in each of them, and all 
w«re refreshed. 

That in whidi our family were was commanded 
by M. Artigue, captain of the port, and one of 
those who had sent us provisions. My father and 
be embraced as two old friends who had jnot seen 
one another for eight years, and congratulated 
themselves that they had been permitted to meet 
once more before they died. We had already 
made a league upon the river when a young navy 
dark (]\^. Mollien) was suddenly taken ill. We 
pttt him ashore, and left him to the care of a ne- 

G 2 
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gro to conduct him to Senegal when he should 
recover. 

Immediately the town of St Louis presented 
itself to our view. At the distance its appearance 
is fine ; but in proportion as it is approached the 
illusion vanishes, and it looks as.it really is — ^dirty. 
Very ill built, poor, and filled with straw huts 
black with smoke. At six in the evening we ar« 
rived at the port of St Louis. It would be in vain 
for me to paint the various emotions of my mind 
at that delicious moment. I am bold to say all 
the colony, if we except MM. Schmaltz and 
Lachaumareys, were at the port to receive us from 
our boats. M. Artigue going on shore first to ac- 
quaint the English governor of our arrival, met 
him coming to us on horseback, followed by our 
generous conductor Mr Camet, and sevml supe- 
rior officers. We went on shore carrying our 
brothers and sisters in our arms. My father pre* 
Bented us to the English governor, who had alight- 
ed ; he appeared to b^ sensibly affected wi^ our 
misfortunes, the females and childFen chiefly efx- 
citing his commiseration. And the native iiJiabi- 
tants and Europeans tenderly shook the hands of 
the unfortunate people; the negrO slaves even 
seemed to deplore our disastrous fiftte. 

The governor placed the most sickly of our com- 
panions in an hospital ; various inhabitants of the 
colony received others into their houses ; M. Ar- 
tigue obligingly took chai^ of our family. Ar- 
riving at his house we there found his wife, two 
ladies and an English lady, who be^ed to be al- 
lowed to assist us. Taking my sister Caroline 
and myself, she 4;onducted us to her house, and 
presented us to her husband, who received ua ia 
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the most afial^ie manner ; after which she led us to 
her dressing-room, where we were combed, clean- 
sed, and dressed by the domestic negresses, and 
were most obligingly famished with linen from 
her own wardrobe, the whiteness of which 'was 
strongly contrasted wi^ our sable countenances. 
In the midst of my misfortunes my soul had pre- 
served all its strength ; but this sudden change of 
situation affected me so much, that I thought my 
intellectual faculties were forsaking me. When I 
had a little recovered from my faintness, our gene- 
rous hostess conducted us to the saloon, where we 
found her husband and several English officers sit- 
ting at table. These gentlemen invited us to pai*- 
take of their repast; but we took nothiifg but 
tea and some pastry. Among these English was a 
young Frenchman, who, speaking sufficiently well 
llieir language, served to interpret between us. 
Inviting us to recite to ihem the «tory of our ship- 
wreck and all our misfortunes, which we did in 
few words, they- were astonished how f^raiales and 
children had been able to endure so much fatigue 
and misery. We were so confused by our agita- 
tion, tto; we scarcely heard the questions which 
were put to us, having constantly before our eyes 
the foaming waves, and the immense tract of sand 
over which we had passed. As they saw we had 
need of repose, they all retired, and our worthy 
Englishwoman put us to bed, where we were not 
long before we fell into a profound sleep. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE ENGLISH REFUSE TO CEDE THE COLOMY OF 

SENEGAL TO THE FRENCH THE WHOLE OF 

THE FRENCH EXPEDITION ARE OBLIGED TO Gd 
AND E«CAMP ON THE PENINSULA OF GAPE 
VERD — THE PICARD FAMILY OBTAIN LEAV£ 
OF THE ENGLISH GOVERNOR TO REMAIN AT 

SENEGAL POVERTY OF THAT FAMILY AS^ 

SISTANCE WHICH THEY RECEIVE ENTER- 
PRISE OF M. PICARD — RESTORATION OF THE 
CODONY TO THE FRENCH — DESCRIPTION^ OF 
SENEGAL AND ITS ENVIRONS. 

At nine o'clock next morning, after our arrival, we 
felt quite free from all our fatigues. We aroae^ 
and, as soon as we were dressed, went to tbank 
our generous host and hostess, Mr and Mrs Kii^« 
ley ; then went to see our parents ; and ^iiterwards 
returned to our henefeM^rs, who were waiting 
breakfast for us. Our conversation was frequasit^ 
ly interrupted during our meal, as they were but 
little acquainted with the French language, and we 
knew nothing of English. A^r brealdbBt we 
learned that the English governor had not received 
any orders for giving up die colony to the French ; 
and until that took place, the whole of the French 
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expedition would be obliged to go to the peninsu- 
la of Cape Verd, distant from Senegal about fifty 
leagues. This information distressed us much, but 
our affliction was at its height, when my father 
came and told that the French governor, M. 
Schmaltz, had ordered him to quit Senegal with all 
his fiEunily, and go and stay at Cape Verd, until fieir- 
ther orders. Mr and Mrs Kingsley, sensibly af- 
fected with the misfortunes we had already expe-^ 
rienced, assured us they would not part with us^ 
and that they would endeavour to obtain the per- 
mission of the English governor. In fact, on the 
following day, that gentleman informed us by his 
aid-de-camp, that, having seen the wretched condi- 
tion in which our family were, he had allowed us 
to Eemain at Senegal, and that he had permitted all 
the officers of the Medusa to stay. This renewed 
instance of the benevolence of tlie English gover- 
^nor tranquillized us. We remained comfortably at 
the hquse of our benefactors ; but a great part of 
our unhappy companions in misfortune, fearing if 
they stayed at Senegal they would disobey the 
French governor, set off for Cape Verd, where hun- 
ger and death awaited them. Our family lived 
nearly twenty days with our benevolent hosts MM. 
Artigueand Kingsley; but my father, fearing we 
were too great a burden for the extraordinary ex- 
penses which they made each day for us, hired a 
small apartment, and, on the first of August, we 
took possession of it, to the great regret of our 
generous friends, who wished us to stay with them 
till the surrender of the colony. When we were 
settled in our new habitation, my father sent a pe- 
tition to M. Schmaltz, for the purpose of obtaining 
provisions frotn the general magazine of the French 
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ftdndnistration ; but, angry with the reception We 
had met with from the English, he replied he coald 
not give him any thing. Nevertheless, several 
French officers, who, like ourselves, had remained 
at Senegal, each day received their rations, or, 
which was better, were admitted to the table of 
M. D y with whom also the governor, his fa- 
mily and staff, messed. It may be remarked heie^ 
that this same M. D , advanced to the gover- 
nor of the forts, in provisicms and money, to the 
amount of 50,000 francs ; and, it was the general 
opinion, found means 4o chai'ge cent^ per cent, on 
these advances, as a small perquisite for himself ; 
moreover, he received, at the request of the gover- 
nor, the decoration of the Legion of Honour. But 
I return toj;hat which concerns myself. My fa- 
ther being unable to obtain any thing, either from 

the governor or M. D* »-, was obliged to boirow 

money to enable us to subsist. We were reduced 
to feed on negroes food, for our means would not 
allow us to purchase bread at 15 sous the pound, 
and wine at 3 francs the bottle. However, we 
were content, and perfectly resigned to our fkto; 
when an English ofhcer. Major Peddie, came and 
visited us precisely at the moment we were at din- 
ner. That gentleman, astonished at seeing an 
officer of the French administration dining upon 
a dish of Kouskou, * said to my father : '* How, 
Mr Picard, ! you being in the employment of your 
government, and living so meanly ! " Mortified 
that a stranger should have seen his misery, my 
father felt his tears flowing ; hut, instantly collect- 
ing himself, said in a calm yet firm tone, " Know,' 

• Vide Nate A. 
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Sir, that I blush not for my poverty, and that you 
have wroQged me by npbraiding me. It is true 
I have not food like the other Europeans in the 
colony; but I do not consider myself the more 
unfortunate. I have requested the man who re- 
presents my sovereign in this country, to give me 
the rations to which I have a right ; but he has 
had the inhumanity to refuse. But what of that ? 
I know how to submit, and my family also. ** 
Major Peddie, at these words, touched with our 
misfortunes, and vexed, doubtless, at having mor- 
tified us, though that certainly was not his inten- 
tion^ bade us good bye, and retired. Early on the 
morning of next day, we received a visit from M. 
Dubois, mayor of the town of St Louis in SenegaL 
That good and virtuous magistrate told us he had 
come,, at the instance of the English governor, to 
offer us assistance ; .viz. an officer's allowance, 
which consisted of bread, wine, meat, sugar^ coffee, 
&C. As my father had not been able to procure 
any thing from governor Schmaltz, he thought it 
his duty to accept that which the English gover- 
nor bad BO generously offered.. We thanked M . 
Dubois ; and, in a few hours afterwards, we had 
plenty of provisions sent to us. ' 

If my father had made himself some enemies 
among the authcNrs of the shipwreck of the Medu- 
sa, and the abandoning the raft, he was recom- 
pensed by real good friends among the old inha- 
bitants of Senc^, who, with himself, deplored 
the JGnte of jthe unfortunate beings who were left in 
the midst of the ocean. Among the numerous 
friends my father had, I ought particularly to men- 
tion the families of Pellegrin, DameviUe, Lamotte, 
Dubois, Artigue, Feuilletaine, Labour§, Valentin, 
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Debonnet, Boucaline, Watennan, ke* : And in 
truth all the inhabitants of Senegal, if we ex- 
cept one family, were disposed to befriend us. 
Even the poor negroes of the interior, after hear- 
ing of onr misfortunes, came and offered us a small 
share of their crop. Some gave us beans, others 
brought us milk, eggs, &c. ; in a word, everjr on^ 
offered us some assistance, after they had heard 
to what misery our ship^jreck had reduced us. 

About a month after our arrival at Senegal, we 
went to look at the islands of Babaguey and Safisd, 
situated about two leases from the town of St 
Louis. The first of these" islands had been given 
to M. Artigue, who had cultivated it ; the other 
had been given to my father in 1807, and he had 
planted in it about one hundred tEbusand cotton 
plants, when the capture of Senegal by the Eng- 
lish in 1809 obliged him to abandon his projects, 
and return to France. 

Those who have seen the countries of Europe, 
and admired the fine soil of France, need not ex- 
pect to enjoy the same scene at Senegal. Every 
where nature shows a savage and arid aspect ; 
every where the dregs of a desert and parched 
soil presents itself to the view ; and it is only by 
care and unremitting toil it can be made to pro- 
duce any thing. All the cotton which my father 
had planted in the island of Safal had been de- 
voured by the cattle during his absence ; he found 
not a plant. ^ He then proposed to begin again Kis 
first operations. After having walked round the 
island of Safal, we went to dine with M. Artigue 
in the island of Babaguey, where we spent the re- 
mainder of the day, and in the evening return- 
ed to the town of Senegal. Some days after 
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this japmt, my hiker endeavoured lo find whe- 
ther the planta with which the island was co- 
y^ed would be ;iiseful in making potass. He 
arranged with a person in Senegal to hire for him 
some ii^roes, and a canoe to gather the ashes of 
the plants after they were burned. A covered 
gallery which we had in the small house we in-* 
habited> seemed convenient to hold the apparatus 
of our manufacture. Her« we placed our coppers. 
We then commenced the making of potass, wait- 
ing for the surrender of the colony. The first essay 
we made gave us hopes. Our ashes produced a 
potass of fine colour, and we did not doubt of 
succeeding, when we should have sent a sample of 
it to France. We made about four barrels, and 
my father sent a box of it to a friend of his at 
Paris to analyze. Whilst waiting the reply of the 
chemist, he hired three negroes to b^gin the culti- 
vation of his bland of Safed. He went himself to 
direct their operations, but he fell ill of fatigue. 
Fortunately his illness was not of long continu- 
ance, and in the month of December he was per- 
fectly recovered. At this period an English ex- 
pedition went from Senegal into the interior of 
Africa, commanded by Major Peddie, * the gen- 
tleman who had given so great assistance to the 
imfortunates of the Medusa. That worthy philan- 
thropic Englishman died soon after his departure ; 
we sincerely lamented him. 

On the 1st of January 1817, the colony of Se- 
negal was surrendered to the French. Tlie Eng- 
lish left it, some for Great Britain, others for 

• Vide Note R 
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Sierra Leone and the Cape of Good Hope ; md 
France entered into all her possessions on the west 
coast of Africa. We remained yet a month m 
our first house; «t last we procured one mvcfa 
larger. My fieither then commenced his functions 
of attorney, and we at last hegan to receive pn>- 
visions from the French government. The house 
in which we lived was very large ; hut the em- 
ployment which my father followed was very in- 
compatihle with tKe tranquillity we desired. To 
remove us from the noise and tumultuous conver- 
sations of the people who perpetually came to die 
office, we had a small hut of reeds constracted'for 
us in the midst of our garden, which was very 
large. Here my sister, my cousin, and myself, 
passed the greater' part of the day. From that 
time we hegan to see a little of the world, and to 
return unavoidable visits. Every Sunday the fa- 
mily went to the island of Safal, wh^lre we very 
iagreeably spent the day ; for that day seemed as 
short in the country^ as the six other days of the 
week were long and listless at Sene^l. That 
country was so little calculated for people of our 
age, that we continually teazed our father to re- 
turn with us to France. But as he had great ex- 
pectations from the manufacture of potass, he 
made us stay, as we would be of great service to 
him in the end, for superintending the works of 
that manufacture. 

It is now time to give a brief description of 
Senegal and its environs, to enable the reader bet- 
ter to appredate that which I have to say in the 
sequel. 

Travellers who have written about Africa, have 
giv^ too magnificent a picture of that coimtry 
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jEOOvn by tbe Bttme of Senegal. Apparently, af« 
ler the fetigues of a long and tedious journey, they 
hare been channed with the first fresh spot where 
they could repose. That first impression has all 
the force of reality to the superficial observer ; but 
if he remain any time, the illusion vanishes, and 
Sen^al appears what it really is — a parched and 
barren country, destitute of the most necessary ve- 
getables for the aourishment and preservation of 
the health of mai^. 

The town of St Louis, which is also called Se- 
negal, because it is the head-quarters of the French 
establishments on that coast, is built upon a small 
island or a bank of sand, ' formed in the midst of 
the river Senegal, at about two leagues from its 
mouth. It is two thousand toises in length, and 
three hundred in breadth. The native inhabitants 
of the country call it Ndar, and Ba-Fingf or Black 
River, the river which waters it. The last name 
correfiponds to that of Niger^ lyhich ancient geo-* 
gnpheiB have given to that river. 

The population of St Louis is about ten thou? 
Band souls, five hundred of whom are Europeans^ 
two thousand negroes or free mulattoes, and near- 
ly seven thoiuand five hundred slaves. There are 
about one hundred and fifty houses in St Louis , 
inhabited by Europeans ; the remainder consists 
0f m^le squares^ or huts of straw, which a slight 
flame would cause to vanish in a mopnent, as well 
as aD the houses of brick which are near them. 
The streets are spacious, but not paved. The 
greater part are so ccnnpletely filled with sand, 
which the winds and hurricanes bring from the 
desMts of Sahara,, that it is nearly impossible to 
walk along them whep the winds are blowing* 
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That fine an4 burning sand so impregnates tti<s 
air, that it is inhaled, and swallowed with the foo^d ; 
in short, it penetrates every thing. The narrow and 
little frequented streets are often blocked up. 
Some of the houses are fine enough ; they hare 
but one story. Some have covered galleries ; but 
in general the roofs are in the Oriental faahion, in 
the form of a terrace. 

The gardens of Senegal, though their plants 
have been much praised, are nevertheless few in 
number, and in very bad condition. The whole 
of their cultivation is limited to some bad cab- 
bages, devoured by the insects, a plot of bitter ra- 
dishes, and two or three Jbeds of salad, withered 
before it is fit for use ; but these vegetables, it 
must be said, ar^ very exquisite, because there are 
none better. The governor's garden, howei^er, is 
stocked with various plants, such as cucumbersy 
melons, carrots, Indian pinks, some plants of bar- 
ren ananas, and some marigolds. There are also 
in the garden three date trees, a small vine arbour, 
and some young American and Indian plants. But 
these do not thrive, as much on account of the po- 
verty of the soil, as the hot winds of the Desert, 
which wither them. Some, nevertheless, are vi- 
gorous, from being sheltered by walls, and fre- 
quently watered. 

Five or six trees, somewhat bushy (island fig- 
trees), are planted here and there in the streets, 
where may be seen also four or five baobabs, the 
leaves of which are devoured by the negroes be- 
fore they are fully blown, ♦ and a palm of thfe spe- 

* The negroes use the leaves of the Baobab as gluten,' 
to prepare their Kouskou, (a kind of pulp). 
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cies of RoiDO> wluch seires as a signal-pOftt for efaipa 
at sea. ^ ' ^ 

A league and a half from the island of St Lonis, 
IS situated the island of Babaguey. It is almost 
entirely cultiyated, but the soil is so arid that it 
will scarcely grow any thing but cotton. There 
m a military station on this island, and a signal- 
post. MM. Artigne and Gansfort each have a 
small dwelling here. The house, built in the £ur 
ropean manner, which is there seen, serves to hold 
the soldiers, and to accommodate the officers of 
Senegal on their parties of pleasure. 

The island of Safal is situated to the east of 
Babaguey, and is separated from it by an arm of 
the river. This was the asylum which we chose 
in the end to withdraw from misery, as will be 
seen in the sequel.' 

To the east of the island of Safal, is eatoated 
the laige island bf Bokos, the fertility of which is 
very superior to the three precedmg. Here are 
qeen large fields of millet, maize, cotton, and in« 
digo, of the best quality. The negroes have estfr- 
bliflhed large riUages here^ the inhabitants of which 
live m happy ease. 

To the north of these islands, and to the east oi 
Senegal, is the island of Sor, where resides a kind 
of Black Prince, called by the French Jean Bart. 
The general aspect of tiiis island is arid, but theie 
are places saseeptible of being made into large 
plantations. M. Valentin, merchant at St Louis, 
has already planted several thousand feet of cot- 
tony which is in a thriving condition. But that 
island bdng very much exposed to the incorsions 

h2 
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of the Moors of the Desert, it would perhaps htf 
impradent to liye in it. 

A multitude of other islands, formed hy the eii- 
croadiments of the river upon the mainland, hor- 
der on those of which I have already spoken, se- 
reral lei^es distant to the north and east. They 
are principally covered with marshes, which' it 
would be difficult to drain. In these islands grows 
the patriarch of vegetables described by ihe cele- 
brated Adanson, tmder the name of Baobab, * the 
circumference of which is often found to be aboye 
one hundred feet. 

Several other islands, more or less extended 
than the preceding, rise above the river near to St 
Louis, as fieir as Podor ; the greater part of which 
are not inhabited, although their soil is as fertile 
as those near Senegal. This indiff(N«nce of the 
negroes in cultivating these islands, is explained 
by the influence which the Moors of the Desert 
of Sahara are permitted to' have ov^ all the 
country bordering upon Senegal, the inhabitaats of 
which they carry off to sell to the slave merchants 
of the island of St Louis, ft is not to be doubt- 
ed, that the abolition of the slave trade, and the 
acquisition which the French have made in the 
country of Dagama, will soon deMroy the pr^Mm» 
derance of the barbarians of the Desert upon the 
bonks of the Senegal ; and- that things bein^ pie- 
ced on their former footing, the negroes eMabliabed 
in the French colonies will be permitted to enjoy 
in peace the fields which they have planted. 

Among all ^e isknds, Tolde, which is Ikboot 
two leagues in cireumference, sterns to- b^ the 

• Vide Note C. 
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tion. The fertility of its soil, and its being si- 
tuated between the two principal pointswhere the 
gam trade is carried on, gives it the triple advan- 
tage of being able to maintain the garrison which 
is placed upon it, of protecting the trade and ni»^i- 
gation of ^e rirer, and of preventing the Moors 
from driving away the negroes i^om tibeir peaeefal 
habitations. Plantations have aheady bemi made 
in the island of Tolde, of coffee, sugar-canes, in- 
digo, and cotton, which have perfectly succeeded. 
M. Richard, agricultural botanist to the govern- 
ment, has placed thero a general nursery for die 
French establishments. Three leagues from the 
iriand of Tolde, fardier up the river, is the village 
of Dagama,- situated upon the left bank of the ri- 
ver, and at the extremity of the kingdom of Brak, 
or of Walo. In diat village, tlie French have al- 
reMly planted several batteries, where b^in their 
agricultural establishmentB, which end shont six 
l^gues from ^ island of St Louis. A large por- 
tion of that ground has been given to the French 
phmten, who have planted cotton upon it of the 
best kind, whidi promises to be a branch of lucra- 
tive ' commerce to France. Here is placed the 
plantation of M. Boucaiine, as being the laigest 
and beat cultivated, the king having given him a 
premium of encouragement of 10,000 franks. A 
little distant from the plantation of Boucaiine are 
the grounds of the royal grant, covered with more 
than ten thousand feet of cotton. ' This beautifrd 
plantation, established by ike • oaro of M. Rogw, 
now governor of Senegal, is at pneseot diisected by r 
M. Rougemont with a zeal above all praise. 
Near to the village of Dagama, up the river, is 
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tbe lalaad of Mitril, which 10 aot kas tliia fi^ 
lengues frmn east to westy and about ei^t or teii 
in breadth. The negroes of the reptiblic of Peules 
CttltiTBte great quantities of millety maize, indigo, 
cotton,, and tobacco. The country of the PeiUe^ 
negroes extends about, one hundred and twenty 
leagues, by thirty in breadth* It is a portion oi 
the ancient empire of the negro Wolofis, which, in 
former times, comprehended ail the countries si- 
tuated between the riyers Senegal and Grambia. 
The country of the Peules is watered by a branch 
of the Senegal, which they call Morfil ; and, like 
Lower Egypt, owes its extreme fertilily to ita an- 
nual OTerflowing.. The surprismg abundance of 
their harrests, which aie twice a year, makes it 
considered as the granary cf Senegal. Here ai». 
to be s^n immense fields finely cultiTSted, esxten- 
siye forests producing the rarest and finest kinds ol 
trees, and a prodigious dirersity of plants aad 
shrubs fit for dying and medicine. 

To the east of the Peules is the country of 
Gakm, * or Kayaga, situated two Imndied l^eguee 
from iiiB island of St Louis. The French have an 
establishment in the village of BeqneL Tbiscoua- 
try, from its bemg a little debated, enjoys at a& 
times a temperature suffidnitly cool and healtbbL 
Its s<m1 is emuidered susceptifale of every species of 
cnltiTation: the mines ef gold and silver, wkidi 
boffder upoa it, promiae one day to rival ^ iich« 
est in the poeseasion of Spain in ibe l^bw World. 
Thb oonjeeture is sufficiently justified by the ie> 
ports sent to Europe by the i^rents of the African 
and Indian Cempniea^ and partlciikurly bf M. da 

* Vidft K<^ D. 
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Boffbn, who, fai a MS. deposited in the archiyes of 
the colonies, thus expresses himself : — ** It is cer- 
tain Aat there are found in the sand of the rivers 
(in the country of Gralam) various precious stones, 
such as ruhies, topazes, sapphires, and perhaps some 
diamonds ; and there are in the mountains veins of 
gold and silver. " Turo productions, not less esti- 
mahle perhaps than gold and silver,, are indigenous 
to this fine country, and increase in the most pro- 
digious manner there ; viz. the' Lotus, or bread- 
tree, of the ancients, spoken of by Pliny, and the 
Shea, or butter-^ree, * of which the English tra- 
rell^ Mungo Park has given a description. 

• Vide Note £. 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE SICKNESS AND PSATH OF MADAME PICAtiH 
. BEEAK IN UPON THE HAPPINESS OF THE FA^ 
MILY**— M. PICAIU) TUBNS PIS VIEWS TO COM« 
MERGE — BAD SUCCESS OF HIS ENTERPRISE-** 
THE DISTRACTED AFFAIRS OF THE COLONY 
DISGUST HIM--* THE CULTIVATION OF THE 

ISLAND OF SAFAL SEVERAL MERCHANTS 

PROTEST AGAINST M. PICARD APPLYING HIM* 
SELF TO COMMERCE — DEPARTURE OF THE EX- 
PEDITION TO THE ISLAND OF OALAM— -M* PI- 
CARD IS DEPRIVED OF HIS EMPLOYMENT AS 
ATTORNEY— -HIS ELDEST DAUGHTER GOES TO 
LIVE IN THE ISLAND OF SAFAL WITH TWOOE 
HER BROTHERS. « 

We were happy enough,, at least content, at Sene* 
gal, until the sickness of my stepmother hnke in 
upon the repose we enjoyed. Towards the middle 
of July 1817, she fell dangerously ill; all the 
symptoms of a malignant feyer appeared in her; 
and in spite of all the assistance of art and the 
care we bestowed upon her, she died m the be- 
ginning oi; November of the same year. Her Ums 
plunged IV all into the deepest affliction. My Ci- 
ther was, inconsolable. From that melancholy pe- 
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mif there was no happiness for our unfortunate 
fionily : dttgrin, sickness, enemtes, all seemed to 
conspire against us. A short vrbSk^ after her death 
my fiither received a letter from the chemist at 
Paris, informing him that the sample of potass 
winch he had sent to France was nothing hut ma- 
rine salt, and some particles of potass and salt- 
petre. This news, although disagreeable, did not 
affect ns, beeonse we had still greater misfoitanes 
to deplore. About the end of ^e year, my timber 
finding his employDient would scarcely eiuiUe him 
to support his nomcTous fonmly, turned his atten- 
tion to eommeroe, hoping thus to do some good, 
as he intended to send me to look after the fieurmly, 
and to take charge of the new improvements in 
Ae island, t^ch had become- very dear to him 
Ihmi the time he had deposited in it the mortal 
Temains of his wife and his youngest child. For 
ihe better success of Ms project, he went into co- 
IMntnery with a certain personage in the colony ; 
but instead of benefiting his specidadoiis, as he 
had flattered himself, it proved nothing but' loss. 
Bendes he was dieated in an unworthy manner by 
the people in whom he had placed his confidence ; 
and as he was prohibited by the French authoritieii 
from trafficking, he could not plead his own de^* 
fence, nor get an account of the merchandise of 
which they had defrauded him. Some time after he 
had sustained this loss, he bought a large boat, 
which he refitted at a considen^le expense. He 
made the purchase in the hope of being able to 
traffic with the Portuguese of the island of Cape 
Verd, but in vain; the governor of the colony 
prohibited him from all communication with ^esa 
Mttidi. 
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rienced at Senegal, and which were only the pre* 
cursors of still greater to come. 

Besides all these, my father had mnch trouble 
and vexation to endure in the employment he fol- 
lowed. The bad state of the afikirs of the colony, 
the poverty of the greater part of its inhabitante, 
occasioned to him all sorts of contradictions and dis- 
agreements. Debts were not paid, the ready 
money sales did not go off; processes multiplied 
in a frightful manner ; every day creditors came 
to the ojffice soliciting actions against their debtors ; 
in a wordy he was in a state of perpetual torment 
either with his own personal matters, or with those 
of others. However, as he hoped soon to be at 
the head of the agricultural establishment project- 
ed at Senegal, he supported his difficulties with 
great courage. 

In the expedition which was to have taken place 
in 1815, the Count Trigant de Beaumont, whom 
the king had appointed governor of Senegal, had 
promised my fiather to reinstate him in the rank of 
captain of infantry, which he had held before the 
Revolution, and after that to appoint him to the 
command of the counting-house of Galam, de- 
pendent upon the government of SenegaL In 
1816, my father again left Paris with that hope^ 
for the employment of attorney did not suit has 
disposition, which was peaceable and honest. He 
had the first gift of the documents concerning the 
countries where they were to found the agiicultural 
establishments in Africa, and had proposed plana 
which were accepted of at the time by the Pre- 
sident of the Council of State, and by the Minister 
of Marine, for the colonization of Senegal; but 
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the nnfortimate events of 1815 hai^g orertumed 
every thii^, anotiber governor was nominated for 
that colony in place of Count Trigant de Beau- 
mont. All his plans and proposed projects were 
instantly altered for the purpose of giving them the 
appearance, of novelty ; and my Neither found him- 
self in- a situation to apply these lines of Virgil to 
himself. 

« Hos ego versiculos feci, tulit alter honores. " 
These lines 1 made, another has the praise. ' 

At first the new governor (M. Schmaltz) was 
almost disposed to employ my father in the direc- 
tion of the Agricultural Establishment of Senegal ; 
but he allowed himself to be circumvented by cer- 
tain people, to whom my father had perhaps spoken 
too much truth. He thought no more of him, 
and we were set iip as a mark of every kind of 
obloquy. 

Finding then that he could no longer reckon upon 
the promises which had been made to him on the 
subject of the plans which he had proposed for the 
polony of Senegal, my father turned his attention 
to the island of Safal, which seemed to promise a 
little fortune for himself and family. He doubled 
the number of his labouring negroes, and appoint- 
ed a black overseer for superintending his work. 

In the beginning of 1818, we believed our cot- 
ton crop would make us amends for the loss which 
we had sustained at various times. All our plants 
were in the most thriving condition, and promised 
an abundant harvest. We had also sown maize, 
millet, and some country- beans, which looked 
equally well. 

At this period, M. Schmaltz was recalled to 

I 
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iPrance. M^ Flauriau sncoe^ed Mm ; but the'^no- 
mination of the new goremor did' not aUeriate oiur 
condition. Every Sunday my father went to vi- 
sit his plantation^ and to give directions for th« 
labours of the week. He had built a large hut 
for the overseer, upon the top of srJittle bill, whidi 
Ivas almost exactly in the centre Of the island. 
It was at a little distance from the small hoixse 
which he had raised as a tomb, fo receive the 
^mains of his wife and child, whom he had at 
first buried in a place to the south of the cotton 
field. He surrounded the monument of his sor- 
row with a kind of evergreen bean tree, which 
soon crept over the grave, and entirely concealed 
it from the view. Ibis little grove of verdure at- 
tracted, by the freshness of its foliage, a multitude 
of birds, and served them for a retreat. My fa- 
ther never left this place but he was more tran- 
quil, and less affected with his misfortunes. 

Towards the middle of April, seeing his plants 
had produced less cotton than he expecte(iC' <>n<l 
that the hot winds and grasshoppers had made 
great havock in his plantations, my ftither decided 
to leave upon it but one old negro, for superin- 
tending the day-labourers, whom he had reduced ' 
to four. In the mean time, we learned that some 
merchants, settled at Senegal, had written to France 
against my father. They complained that he bad 
not employed sufficient severity against some un- 
fortunate persons who had not been able to pay 
their debts ; and they exclaimed against some mi- • 
serable speculations which he had made in the 
country of Fonta Tore, for procuring grain neces- 
Muy for the support of his negroes. 

The expedition ta Galam making preparaUons 
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iox its departiire»* my father, in spite of tbe in- 
sinuations of somo merchants of the colony, was 
desirous also of trying his fortune. He associated 
himself with a person who was to make the voy- 
age ; he bought European goods, and refitted his 
boat, which again occasimied him loss* To- 
wards the middle of At^ust IS 18, the expedition 
set oBL A month 'after its departure, my cojisin^ 
whom the country had considerably affected, re- 
l^umed to France, to our great regret. My sister 
imd myself found ourselves the only sodety to li- 
able us to support our sorrows ; however, as we 
hoped to return to France in a few years, we 
overcame om: disappointment. We had already 
in some degree recovered our tranquillity, in spite 
of all our misfortunes and the £;olitude in which we 
lived, when my faliher received a letter from the 
governor of the colony, announcing to him, that» 
by the decision of tbe Minister of Marine, a new , 
attorney had come to Senegal, and enjoining himi 
ft the same time to place the papers of the office 
in the hands of his successor. 

Sudi a circumstance could not fail to affect ua 
much ; for the few resources we possessed made 
' ua anticipate an event almost as horrible as the 
shipwreck, which exposed our fiunily to all the 
homws of want in the boundless deserts of Sahara. 
My Either, however, having nothing with which 

* The Toyage fitnn Senegal to the countiy of Oakun is 
floade but once a ye^v, because it is necessary to take ad- 
Tantage of the overflowing of the river, either in coming or 
going* The merchant boats which are destined to make 
the voyage, look like a fleet, and depart in the middle of 
August, under escort of a king's ship, commissioned toi 
pay tfaa droits and customs to the N^gro princes d «h» 
inliriori vitb wl^ni that colony is connected 
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he could reproach himself, courageonsly supported 
this new misfortune, hoping sooner or later to be 
able to unmask those who had urged his ruin. He 
wrote a letter to his Excellency the Minister of 
Marine, in which he detailed the affairs of the office 
of the colony, the regularity of the accounts, the un- 
fortunate condition to which lus numerous femily 
were reduced by the loss of his employment, and 
concluded with these words : — '^ Broken without 
being heard, at the end of twenty-nine years of fiedth- 
ful service, but too proud to make me airaid of a 
disgrace which cannot but be honourable to me, 
especially as it has its source in those philanthro- 
pic principles which I manifested in the abandon- 
ing of the raft of the Medusa, I resign myself in 
silence to my destiny. '' 

This letter, fuU of energy, although a little too 
firm, failed not to affect the feeling heart of the 
Minister of Marine, who wrote to the goremor of 
Senegal to give my fother some employment in the 
administration of the dolony. But that order had 
either remained too long in the office of the mini- 
ster, or the governor of Senegal had judged it pro- 
per not to communicate the good news to us, as 
we did not hear of the order of the minister till 
after the death of my father, nearly fifteen months 
after its date. 

When my father had rendered his accounts, and 
installed his successor into the colony's office, he 
told me it would be quite necessary to think of re- 
taming into his island of Safo,l, to cultivate it our- 
selves. He persuaded me that our plantation suf- 
fered solely from the want of our personal care, 
and that the happiness and tiimquillity of a countiy 
life would soon make us forget our enemies and 
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ofw sufferings. It was then decided that I riiouki. 
set off on the morrow, with two of my hrothers, to go 
and cultivate the cotton at the plantation. We 
took our little shallop, and two negro sailors, and, 
by dayhreak, were upon the river, leaving at Sene- 
gal my father, my sister Caroline, and the youngest 
of our brodierr and sisters. 



i2 
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CHAPTER XII. 

MISS PICARD LIVES IN THE ISLAND OP SAFAL— 

HER MANNER OF LIVING SUFFERINGS SHE 

ENDURED SHE GATHERS FLOWERS WHICH 

CONTAIN A DELETERIOUS POISON — HER TWO 

BROTHERS FALL SICK THEY ARE CONVfiYED 

TO SENEGAL MISS PICARD OVERCOME WITH 

MELANCHOLY ALSO FALLS SICK STATE tH 

, WHICH SHE IS FOUND A NEGRO BOILS 

FOR HER AN OLD VULTURE — RETURN OF 
MISS PICARD TO SENEGAL — HER CONVA- 
LESCENCE — HER RETURN TO THE ISLAND OF 

SAFAL M. PICARD GOES THERE TO LIVE 

WITH ALL HIS FAMILY — DESCRIPTION OF THE 
FURNITURE OF THE AFRICAN COTTAGE- 
COUNTRY LIFE COMFORT OF THEIR FIRE- 
SIDE — WALKS OF THE FAMILY — LITTLE PLEA- 
SURES WHICH THEY ENJOY. 

For the space of two months I endnred, as 
did my little brothers, the beams of a baming sun, 
the irritations of insects and thorns, and the want 
of that food to which we had been accustomed. I 
suffered during all the day from a severe headach ; 
but I collected from the ground which belonged to 
us the cotton, on which were founded aU ovr 
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hopes. At night my two young brothers and my- 
self retired into the cottage, which we used in the 
island ; the working negroes brought the cotton we 
had collected during the day ; after which I set 
about preparing supper. The children, accom- 
panied by the old negro Etienne (the keeper of the 
plantation), went and picked up some branches of 
dry wood. We lighted a large fire in the middle 
of the hut, and I kneaded the cakes of millet flour 
which were to be our supper, as well as what was 
tl> supply us next day. My paste being prepared, 
I laid each cake upon the fire which the children 
iiad figfated. Often, and especially when we were 
▼ery hungry, I placed them on a shovel of iron 
which I set upon the fire. This quick mode of 
proceeding procured us n^let^bread in less than 
heM an hbur ; but it must be confessed that ^is 
apedes of wafers or cakes, though well enough 
prepared and baked, was fieu- from having the taste 
df ^oee we eat at Paris. However, to make them 
more palatable, I added bntter when I had it, or 
we ate tbem with some sour milk. • With the first 
^Bfih was served up at the same time the dessert, 
which stood in place of dainties, of roast meat 
and salad ; it generally consisted of boiled beans, 
or roasted pistachio nuts. On festival days, being 
those when my father came to see us, we forgot 
our bad* fare in eating the sweet bread he brought 
with hinrfrom Sene^. 

' In the month of December 1818, having gone 
one morning with ray brothers to take a walk a- 
mong the woods b^ind our cottage, I found a tree 
covered with blossoms as white as snow, and which 
had a delidonB smell. We gathered a great quan- 
tity of theniy which we carried home ; but the** 
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powers, as we aliterwaf (U foniul by sad e^pesnedce^ 
^ contained a deleterious poison. Their Btrofig aiid 
pungent odour caused violent pains in the head, 
forerunners of a malignant fever, which brought 119 
within two steps of the grave. Two days after: 
my y0ung brolliers were seized ; fortunately my 
father arrived on the foUowui^ day, and removed 
them to Senegal. 

Now then/ I was alone with my'^ild negro. 
Ctienne in the island of Safal^ far from my family^ 
isolated in the midst of a desert island^ in. winch- 
the h^ds, the wolves, and the tigers, composed the 
. sole population. I gave free course to my team 
and sorrows* The civilized world, said I to my? 
self, is far from me, an immense river separates 
me from my friends. Alas ! what comfort can I 
find in this frightful solitude? What can I do. 
upon this wretched earth ? But although I had said 
I was unfortunate, was I tiot necessary to my un- 
happy fother ?. Had I not promised to assist him 
in the education of his chilcken, w^om cniel death 
had deprived of their mother ? Yea i yes ! I was 
too sensible my life was yet necessary. Engaged 
in these melancholy reflections, I fell into m de* 
pression of mind which it would be difficult to de- 
scribe. Next morning the tumult of my tlioi]|^tft 
led nie to the hanks of the river, where the pre- 
ceding evening I ha4 fai^e^ the canoe caary away 
my father and my youns brothem. Tliere I fiaeed 
my humid eyes upon l£e expanse of water widi- 
out seeing any thing but a hprrible immensity.; 
then, as recovered from my soetow, 1 tunaed to 
the neighbouring fields to greet the; flowets and 
plants which the snn was just beguoning to gihL 
They were my friends, my companions ; they aloiM 
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could yet alleviate my melancholy, and render my 
loneliMis supportable. At last the star of day 
ariaing above the horizon, admonished me to re- 
sume my laboura. 

Having returned to the cottage, I went to the 
harvest with Etienne. For the space of two days, 
I continued at my accustomed occupation, but on the 
morning of the third, on returning from the plan- 
tation to {be house, I felt myself suddenly seized 
with a violent pain in my bead. As soon as I 
reached home I lay down. On the morning I 
found myself unable to rise out of bed ; a burning 
fever had manifested itself during the night, and 
even deprived me of the hope of being able to re- 
turn to Senegal. 

I was incapable of doing any thing. The good 
Etienne, touched with my condition, took his 
fowling-piece, imd went into the neighbbming 
woods, to endeavour- to shoot me some game. 
An old vulture was the only produce of the chase. 
He brought it to me, and, iii spite of the repug- 
nance I expressed for that species of bird, he per- 
aisted in boiling some of it for me. In about an 
hour afterwards, he presented me with a bowl of 
that African broth; but I found it so bitter, I 
ooold not swallow it. I felt myself getting worse, 
atnd every moment seemed to be the last of life. 
At laat, about noon, having collected all my i*e- 
maining strength, I wrote to my father the distres- 
sed state I was in ; Etienne took the charge of 
carrying my lett^*, and left me alone in the midst 
of our islaad. At night I experienced a great 
increase of fever ^ my strength abandoned me 
entirely ; I was unable to shut the door of the 
bouse in which I lay^ I was far from my family ; 
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no hnman being dwelt in the island ; no penom 
witnessed my sufferings ; I feU into a state of ut- 
ier unconsciousness^ and I knew not what I did 
during the remainder of the night. On the follow- 
ing morning, having recoyered from my inaensi- 
biUty, I heiurd some person near me utter sorrow- 
liil cries r it was my good sister CaroUne.1l lo* 
pened my eyes, and, to my astonishment, found 
myself at Senegal, surrounded by my afflicted &- 
mily. I felt as if I had returned from the other 
world. My father had set off on the instant he 
received my letter, with Etienne to the island, and, 
finding me delirious, took me to Seuegal without 
my being conscious of it. Recovering by degcQes 
from my confusion, I was desirous of seeing my 
brothers, who had been attacked the same way 
as myself. Our house looked like an hospUal. 
Here a dying child wished them to take away 
Ae monster he imagined he saw before his bed; 
there another demanded something to drink, then, 
refusing to take the medicines which ynse o&rw 
ed to him, filled the house with his groans ; at a 
distance my feeble voice was heard asldiif some- 
iidjxg to quench the thirst which consuiai|#d me. 

However, the unremitting care we received, as 
weU as the gmerous me<ticine of M. Qjoinoey, 
with the tender concern of my father and my ea»- 
ter Caroline, soon placed us out of duiger. I theD 
understood that the flowers I had had the inqirvL* 
dence to collect in the wood of Safol, had been 
the principal cause of my illness, as weU as that 
of my brothers. In the meanwhile, my father 
built two new huts in the island, with the inten- 
tion of going and living there with all Us ftnuly* 
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But, as his KflSurs kept him yet some days at Se- 
nega}, he was prevented from returning to Safal 
with the Chilean to continue the collecting of 
cotton. On the morrow, we all three set off. 
AVhen we had arrived upon the Marigot, in the 
island of Babagaey, we hailed the keeper of otnr 
island to come and take us over in his canoe. In' 
the mean time I amused myself in lookii^ at our 
habitation, which seemed to be very much embel- 
Kshed since my departuriS) as it had been aug- 
mented with two new cottages. I discovered the 
cofuntry to be much greener since I last saw it ; in 
a word, all nature seemed smiling and beautiful. 
At last Etienne, to whom we had been calling for 
a quarter of an hour, arrived with his canoe, into 
n^ch we stepped, and sooxr were again in the 
island of SaM. 

Arrived at my cottage," I began to examine all 
the dianges my father had made during my ill- 
ness. The small cottage situated to the west, I 
diose as my sleeping apartment. It was well 
made with straw and reeds yet g^en, and the 
window, whence was seen the cotton-field, was of 
the greatest advantage to me. I began to dean 
the floor of our apartments, which was nothing 
else than sand, among which were various roots 
and blades of grass. After that I went to visit the 
Httle poilltry yard, where I found two ducks and 
6om0 hens placed there a short white before, t 
was very glad of these little arrangements i and re- 
tamed to the principal cottage to prepare break- 
hmL After this v^e betook onrselves to the busi- 
ness of cotton gathering. 

Eight days had already elapsed since our return 
to the island of Safal, when one motaiing we per- 
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ceiyed our shallop upon the rivilr, which wo al- 
ways knew by a signal placed upon the mast-head. 
It was my father, who brought twelve . negroes 
with him, which he had hired at Senegal, for as- 
sisting him in the cultivation of his island. The 
men were instantly set to break up the soil ; the 
women and children assisted us in gathering cot- 
ton. My father then dismissed the negroes, who 
worked by the day, as he had to. come and go to 
Senegal* where the urgeiicy of his l^usiness^ yet 
required his presence. 

I remained a long while without seeing him ; 
but, at the end of eight days, I was agreeably 
smpi-ised at . finding our boat in the little bay of 
Babaguey. I ran with the family negroes to dis- 
embai'k our effects, and I soon had the pleasure of 
holding my sister Caroline in my arms. My fa- 
ther came on shore afterwards with the youDgest 
children, and all the family found themselvet 
united under the roof of the African Cottage, in 
the island of Safal. ** You see, my child, " said 
my father to me on entering our huts, '^ you see 
all our riches! we have neither moveables nor 
house at Senegal ; eveiy thing we can claim as 
our own> is here. " I embraced my father, and 
my brothers. and sisters, and then went to unload 
our boat. Our house was soon filled. It served 
at once for a cellar, granary, store-house, a parlour, 
and bed-chamber. However, we found a place 
for every thing. Next day we began to fit them 
up more commodiously. My sister and ^myself 
lived in the small house to the west ; my father 
took up his residence in that towards the eaat ; 
and the lai^e hut in the centre was the place where 
the children slept. Round about the last we aus- 



pended soma boards by cordB, to bold omr dtiahea 
aadTanoiiftlialieheBat^iisik. A tablo, two bencfaesy 
s^rne cbaiiSy a kirge ooadiy some old barreky a 
mill to grind the cotton* imi^nieata of husband^, 
c9B8titated the fiiniitiire of that cottage. Never- 
theless, in spite of its hnmbleneflSy the son came 
and gilded oar roofs of straw and reeds. My ia* 
ther fitted wp his cotti^ as a- study. Here were 
boards sospended by small cords, upon which hk 
bodes and papers were arranged wkh the greatest 
Older ;-— thffiPe a fir board, st^iported by four feet» 
driven uito the g^^mnd, served as a desk ; at a dis- 
tance stood his gun, his pistols, his sword, his da- 
fimieft, andxsome mathmnatical instruments. A 
chair, a small couch, a j^tcher, and a cup, formed 
his little fiuniture. 
. Our cottage was situated <m the top of a little 
hin of gteitle ascent. Forests of mangrove^trees, 
gum-trees, tamarind-trees, sheltered us on tJke west, 
die nordi, and the east. To the south was sitnar 
t^ the plantation whidb we called South-field. 
Thii field was already covered with about three 
hundred thousand feet ni cotton, a third of whidb 
had nearly begun to be productive* Upon the 
hanks of the rivers and to the west of the cotton 
fieUI, was situated our garden; finally, to the 
south of the plain, were our fields of nuiize, beans, 
and millet. 

Our little r^nblic, to which my fethw gave 
laws, was governed in the following manner :-i- 
We usually rose about day-break, and met alto- 
' -^ther in the large cottage. After having embra- 
oad our £ftther, we fell upon our knees to return 
thanks to the Supreme Being for the gift of ano- 



t^er dfiy. Th»t>lbu^ed, my Aitlwr led tbt im« 
groes to th^ work, dming wliidi my miter -MiA 
myself arranged the faraijv afiaifs, and pns|)ai^ 
breakiitst, when, about ei^nt o'deck^ he vetiuned 
to the cottage. BreakfieBt bmg orer, eaeh took 
fais little bag, and Went and gathered cotton. A- 
bout noon, as ^e heat became inrapportaUe, all 
rfttamed to the cottajge, and worked at diffisraBt 
employments. I was prineipaUy cfeaiged with ^» 

' editca^n of my yeimg brothers and sistero, and 
tlie young n^gfoes of the fiimily. Remid my Ikde 
hut wfere siispMided'yarioas p i ctanea §oit Btiidy» op-? 
oti whidi i tamght them to read aocoidmg to tho 
ntiethod of mutual asslBtaoGe. A bed of sand, 
sinooflhed .vpoii a small beqph, aemed the ye«iig«r 
ones to trace and mid^fstand the4elt6m of the aU 
pliabet: the' otbers wtotenpen slates. • We be-r 
stowed neffi*ly tWo hours upon each execdsey and 
then myschoklrB amused themselfes at. iUffnneiit 
games. At tkree o*eloc^ all retmied to- die col^ 
ton field, and remained till five* I>amer» wddel^ 
We usually had at' six, was Allowed by a fitde im* 
inily cohTersatioki, In which the childreB were ban 

V t^TTogttted conceroing what they had - been tai^t 
dnring the day. When I was well pleased iratb 
them,' I promised them a stmry, or a fiiblO) in the 
evening. Scmietimes after dinner, we went to take 
a short, walk on the banks of the river ; then ie-> 
tmned to the cottage, where Etienne had had the 
care of lighting a large fii(B, the heat of wfaick 
forced th^ musquitoes and gnats to yield their 
place to the little circle which our ikmily maide 
rdnnd the hetoth.' Then my sister GaroHoe and 
nriyseif related some fables to the 0htldren,'Or reed 
them k lesion from the Evangelists or the Bible ; 



:iifhBi^ myhAiat teioked hb. ftipe; amnsing him" 
self by fionteniplBliBg all bis fiunily fvoiudid him* 

. The hour of gong to bed being fuxived> w6 ina^e 

' « conmion prayer^ - after wlueh.all retired, to tbeir^ 

-Iwpanto bnta to -Aeep* 

Tboa <tid tmr daya ^glide away amkl tfae oe* 

'^cmpalAom nf the ^Ids alid;^ recreatioiia of the 
family. On Sundaya, oar liboiira wen^ mup^mi^ 

ied. Somedoftes to spend the day mere, agree- 
Mff and aretd the molertatiena of the hmteray 
whie eftea came to ear iakaidy we went to t)ie 
iiilaiid el Bokos, aitoatod to.the aaat of SaH Ckk 

: eeaddog il^we-aeatod oniselvea ender a large bao- 

^Mh which -was more than thirty^ feet inonciivi- 

' hitmcm. Alter faayii^ Ibiahed our humble i«|iafrt 

' tmder the tmbroge of diat wondeHiil tree^ my Ei- 
ther would ge aad amvae himself with the dba^ ; 
my eiafeer Ouolsae aad myaelf went to aean^ f0r 
rare planta, to assiat our atadiea in botany; whSat 

r-^echikbres fantod bntte ifli ei aad other inaecta. 

r€harle% the ddeat of *be hoysy ewam like a i&sh ; 

' «nd) when toy &tfaet shot a 6xt6k as aiffrette upon 
4he wale^) he woold inatandy threw hiaiaelf in/aod 
-iateh the game^ At other txaxA be would dimb 

• t^ iIm^ top of the trees to rob the bi^, or bury 
htmaelf ia the Baid8t<of buiAiee to. gather the firuita 
of th6 eemitryt then nm, aU biicMthless and de« 
Hgfated^ to present na #ith his discovery. We 
aroold impiain in (hiB lalabd tyi nearly four in the 
afternoon^ then retam to our boaty and our ■ ne- 
groea rowed ua to our island. 

During the time of the greatest heats, for we 
eould not long endure the rays of the aun, we pas- 
sed a part of the Sunday under a very buahy ta- 
nuurindHree, which stood at a little distance from 
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our cottage. Uras, in tbe good 4M tinm, did the 
lords, barons, and marquiBes gather ^lemaelyes vn- 
der the old ehns of llie village, to discoM the con- 
cerns of their vassak ; in Uke manner did my fitkhar 
collect us nnder the tamarind'-tree to reflate the af- 
Ibirs of his republic, and also to enjoy w laodscapea 
whidi our island afforded. We sometimes took 
our meak there, and on those occasions the ground 
served us at once for table, table«clotli, and seat. 
The children gamboled on the grass, and played a 
thousand tnds» to amuse us. We now began to 
discover that every conation of life bad its own 
peculiar enjoymenta. If the Mboun of the wbA 
aeoned long aMd kbonous, the 8ri)batfa reeom- 
peoaed us by our country recreations; We lived 
thus fbrsome time m die greatest tianquffity. IShut 
up in a desert udand, from ail society, we ven- 
inred to thmk we had ^Kscov«red tiie eonditton of 
real faapfMness. 

Every Wednesday we sent two negroes to tile 
village of GandioUe, to purchase provMons, such 
as butter, milk, eggs, &c One day,- however, my 
liAer vasdflred tv pnr^ase a cOw and thirty fowls, 
that we might have in our island aM the Ut^ necee- 
saries.uaad by. a family. CNur poultry yard beii^ 
thus aogmenledy we lodced upon ourselves as great 
as tha rtciiest psinces in Africa ; and in tmtb, since 
we^had a cottage^ milk, butler, ^gs, nufise, millttky 
cotton^ traaqulUity. and heal^, what more was 
necessary for our comfort ? 
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CHAPTER Xlir. 

W^'EHtl MISI'ORTUNES — DESERTrOK OF THE WORK- 
IK6 VEOROBS-^RBTtTRK O^ M. SCHMALTZ TO 

SENEGAI* HOPE DEStROYED •^- GOVERNOR 

SCHMALTZ REFUSES ALL KIND OF ASSISTANCE 
TO THE FICARD FAMILY — TIGERS DEVOUR 
THE HOtrSEtiOLD DOG — TERROR OF MISS FI- 

CARDo— BAD HARVEST CRUEL PROSPECT OF 

THE FAMILY — INCREASE OF MISFORTUNES- 
SOME GENEROUS PERSONS OFFER ASSISTANCB 
TO M. PICARD. 

WfiftLST We were tbus eijoying in peace our little 
vood fortune^ my father received a letter, desiring 
nim to return to Senegal in all possible speed. He 
Went, and left me at the head of our establii^menty 
but a great misfortune hd|;>pened, which we coidd 
not prevent ; — six of our labouring negroes, whom 
he had hired, deserted during the nightj^ and took our 
small boat with them. I was extremely distress- 
ed, and instMrtfy made Etienne swim the river, 
and go and beg of the President at Babaguey to 
take him to my father, who was still at Sen^;a]» 
to tell him the melancholy news. That good ne- 
gro was soon on the other side of the water, and 
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went to M. Leronge (the name of the prendent), 
who gave him his canoe. At night, we saw him 
returning without my father, who went into the 
country to search for the fbgitiye negroes. He 
spent three whole days in the countries of Gan- 
diolle and Tonhy, which lie in the neighhonrhood 
of our island, httt all his lahonr was in yain. The 
deserting negroes ha4 already gained the forests of 
the interior; and my &ther, exhausted with fa- 
tigue, returned to Safal. I confess, though I was 
deeply distressed at the desertion of these slav^ 
who were so necessary to us for rea]i:nng our agn-» 
cultural projects, my heart could not huune these 
unfortunate creatures, who only sought to recover 
that freedom from which they had heen torn. 

At. this date, that is about the 1st of IMardi 
1819, we learned that M. Schmaltz had returned 
from France, and was in the Bay of St Louis ; and 
that the Minister of Marine had approved of all 
the projects relative to the agricultural establish- 
ment at Senegal. This news revived my father s 
hopes. As this establishment had been miginaHy 
proposed by him, he flattered himself they would 
do him justice in the end. In this expectation, he 
went to meet with governor Schmaltz, who had to 
pass our house on Uie morrow ; but he would no| 
speak with him. On the following day, my father 
wrote to him from the hotel at St Louis ; four 
days after which, we were assured that the go- 
vernor was very for from wishing us well, and still 
' farther from doing justice to my father. . How- 
' ever, some of his friends encouraged him. to make 
"fresh endeavours, and persuaded him he would 
hbtain a premium of encouragement for having 
Urstset th^ example of cultivating cotton at Sene-: 
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gal ; they aegared him also . thaffonds had been 
eent to M. Schmaltz fw that purpoee. Vam 
hope ! every chiim was rejected, we had not even 
the satisfaction <^ knowing whether the premivm 
ii^ch my father sought was doe to him or not; 
we got no reply, . My fitther wishing to make ts 
last attempt to ward off the misery which me- 
naced ns, went to supplicate the goyemor ta al- 
low us either money to purchase food, or rations. 
This last petition was not more sncoessful than 
the form^. We were iibendoned to owr mhappy 
late, whilst more than twenty persons, who had 
never done any service to the goveniment, receiv- 
ed gratis rations every day from the magasines of 
the colony. " Very well ! '' said my fistherto me, 
when he found he 'was refused that assistance 
which M. Schmaltz had (Hrdered to the other un- 
fortunate persons in the cokmy, ** let the gover- 
nor be happy if he can, I will not envy his felaet- 
ty. Behold, my child, behold this roof of thatch 
which covers us ; see these hurdles of reeds which 
moulder into dust, this bed of rashes, my body 
already impaired by years, and my chUdien weep- 
ing around me for bread ! You see a perfect pic- 
ture of poverty ! Nevertheless, there are yet fae-^ 
ings upon the earth more lufortunate than we 
fure ! ''—Alas !'' saidltohim, ** our misery is gntet} 
but I can support it, and even greater, without com-i 
plaining, if I saw yon exposed to less harassing 
cares. All your children are young, and of a goo4 
cotistitntion ; we can endure misfortune, and «veQ 
habituate ourselves to it ; but we have cause to 
fear that the want of wholesome and sufficient 
food will make you ftdl, and then we shall be de-a 
prived of the only stay we have upon earUif"— ** O ! 
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my dealt cfiiM, " cried my fatSier, *^ j^ti hftv^ pd- 
nettBted into the secrets of my sotd, yon know 
all vAf fears, and I will no longer endeavour to 
concMd the sorrow which has weighed for a long 
time upon my heart. However, my death may 
perhaps he a blessing to my fkmily; my bitt-er 
miemies will then doubtless cease to persecute 
you.** — ^* My fiither," replied I, " break not my heart; 
how can you, forgetting your children, their teii- 
der aflbction, the assistance which you ought to 
give them, and which they have a right to expect 
from you, wish us to believe your death will be a 

• benefit to us ? ** He was moved with these words, 
and his tears towed in abundance ; then, pressing 
me to his bosom, he cried, ^ No, no, my dear chil- 
dren, I will not die, but Will live to procure for yon 

* an existence more comfortable than that you Imve 
ei^erieiiced since we canve to Senegal. From thb 
moment I break every tie which binds me to the 
government of this^ colony ; I will go and procure 
for you a new abode in the interior of the country 
of the negroes ; yes, my dear children, we will 
find more humanity among the savage hordes that 
live in our neighbourhood, than among the greater 
part of those Europeans who compose the admi- 
ntstratibn of the colony. " In fact, some time after, 
mf father obtained from the negro prince of the 
provUKO of Cayor, a grant 6n his estates, and we 
were to take' possession of it after the rainy sea- 
•on ; but Heaven had decided otherwise. 

' Fpom this time, my father, always indigmpit at 
the manner in which the governor hlid acted to- 
wards us, resolved to retire altogether to his island, 
and'io have as little mtercourse with the Europe- 
ans of th* ciAony as he could. Neverthelesa, he 
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leceired with plenniie the fiiends v/ho from tine 
to time came to visit us, and who sometimes car- 
ried him to St Louis, where they disputed amoag 
themselyes the pleasnre of entertaining him, and H 
making him foiget his raisfonunes hy the fiiYoara 
which they heaped upon him ; but the m(MtificatioBs 
he had experienced in that town made him always 
impatient till he retained to his island* One di^ 
as he retomed from Senegal, after having spent 
two days at the house of his friends, they, tent him 
a negro mason to bnild an oven for us ; for till 
dien we had always baked oar bread upon the 
embers. With this oven we were no longer oblig- 
ed to eat our millet-bread with the cinders whidi 
BO plenteonsly stuck to it. 

One morning, as he was preparing to take the 
negroes to their labour, he perceived his dog did 
not follow him as usual. He called, bat m vain. 
Then he thou^t his fruthfril companion had class- 
ed the river to Babagney, as he used to do seme- 
times. Arrived at the cotton-field, my father re- 
marked large foot-prints upon the sand, which 
seemed to be those of a tiger, and beside them 
aeveral drops of blood, and doubted not that his 
poor Sultan had. been devoured. He imqiediately 
returned to the cottage to acquaint us with the 
hXe of his dog, which we greatly regretted. From 
that day the children were prohibited. frt>m going 
any distance from home ; my sister and myself 
durst no more walk among the woods as we used 
to do. 

Four days after the loss of the faithful Sultan, 
as we were going to bed, we heard behind oar 
cottage mewings like those of a cat, but much 
fonder. My father instantly rose, and, in spite of 
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our entiteties and feere, went odt ahnedwilb Ml 
sword and gim, in the hope of meeting with tile 
animal whose fnghtfiil cries ha9 filled its with 
dread ; bat the ferocious beast, having heard a noise 
near the little hill where it was, made a leap 
oyer Ins head, and disappeared in the woods. Ife 
retamed, a little frightened at the boldness and a- 
gility of the creatare, and gare np the pnrBuit till 
the following night. On the evening of the foUairw 
ing day, he caused some negroes to come from the 
island of Babagney, whom he joined with his own, 
and patting himself at their head, be thought be 
wotdd soon retwn with the skin ofthe tiger. Baft 
the camirorous animal did not appear during' all 
that night ; he contented himself with uttering dis- 
mal bowlings in the midst of the woods. My ftr 
ther being odled to S^iegal by some of his friendsy 
left us on the morrow. Before going, he stitctly 
enjoined us to keep fast the doors of the house, 
and to secure ourselves against ferocious beasts. 
At night we barrieadoed every avenue to our cot- 
tage, and shut up the dog with us, which a fHend 
of my fiftther had brought to him from the town to 
supply ^e place of that which we had lost. But 
my sister and myself were but ill at ease ; for oar 
huts being already decayed, we were afraid the tiger 
would get in, and devour the successor of poor 
Sultan. However, Etienne came and quieted 
our fears a tittle, by saying he would make the 
round of the huts during the night. We then 
lay down, having left our lamp burning. To- 
wards the middle of the night, I was awoke by 
B hollow noise which issued from the extremity of 
our large chamber. I tistened attentively; and 
the noise increasing, I heard our dog growliag 
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BEQui . «ko^ » kiiid of roaring like iks^^ of a licm. 
Seiated with tKe greatest terror, I awoke my sister. 
Caroline^ wko^ as- well as myself, thought a fero- 
cious beast had got into the cottage. In an in* > 
slant our dog raised the most tenible barking; 
the other animal replied by a hollow, but hideous 
gp>wl. All this uproar passed in my Other's 
chamber. C^ minds were paralyzed ; the child- 
ran awoke, and came and precipitated themselves 
into our arms ; but none durst call Etienne to our- 
assistance. At last my sister and myself decided 
we should go and see. what occasioned all this 
nmse. Caroline took the lamp in one hand, and a 
stick in the other, and I armed myself with a long 
lance. Arnred at the middle of the large cottage, 
we discovered at the end of my father's study our 
d^, who 1^ seized a large animal covered with 
yeUowish hair. The fe«n which perplexed iis left 
us no doubt but that it was either a lion or at least 
a tiger. We .durst neitl^er advance nor retreat, 
and our weapons fell from our hands. In a mo*, 
ment these two furious creatures darted into the 
hut where we were ; the air was rent with their 
cries ; our le^ bent under us ; we fell upon the 
floor m a faint; the lamp was exiinguished, and. 
we beMeved we were devoured. Etienne at length 
ftwoke, knocked at the door, then burst it open, 
ran up to us, lighted the lamp^ and showed us 
our mistake. The supposed lion was nothmg else 
than a.laige dog from the island of Babaguey, 
fighting with burs. Etienne. separated them with 
a stick ; and the fiirious animal, which had fright- 
aned us so muchy escaped through the same hole 
by which he had entered our house. We stopped 
pp the opening and retired to bad, but were not 



able to sleep* My ftiiher hs?iiig arrived oexttBorti- 
ing from Senegal, we recounted to him the fri^bft 
we had during the night, :and he instantly set about 
repairing the walls of omr cottage. 

It was now the beginnii^ of May ; omr cotton 
harvest was completely finished, but it was not ao 
productive as we had hoped. The rains had not 
been abundant the preceding year, which caused 
the deficiency in our crop. We now became more 
economical than ever, to be able to pass the bed 
season which had set in. We now lived entirely 
OD. the food of the negroes ; we also put on clothing 
more suitable to our situation than that we had 
l^therto worn* A piece of coarse cotton, wrou^lit 
by the negroes, served to make us dresses, and 
clothes for the dbildren ; my fiither was habited in 
coarse blue silk. On purpose to ameliorate our. 
condition, he sent on Sundays to Senegal a negro 
to purchase two or three loaves of white bread. 
It was, in our melancholy conditicm, the finest re* 
past we could procure. 

One Sunday evening, as all the family were 
seated round a large fire eating some small loaves 
which had been brought from Senegfd, a negro 
from the main land gave my fiather a letter ; it was 
from M. Renand, Surgeon-Major at Bakal in Gar 
lam, announcing to us, to complete the sum of our 
misfortunes, that the merchandize hft had sent to 
Galam the preceding year had been entirely as- 
sumed by fire. *^ Now," cried my unhappy fii- 
ther, ^{ my ruin is complete I Nothing more wretch* 
ed can touch us. Yon see, my dear children, that 
Fortune has not ceased persecuting us. We have 
nothing more to expect from h^, since the only 
nesonrce which remained has4)een deatroyed. " 
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TluB new misfortune, which we little expected, 
phinged all our family in the deepest distress. 
**What misfortunes! what mortifications ! *' cried I; 
**\%ia time to quit this land of wretchedness ! Leave 
it then, return to France ; there only we will he 
able to' forget all our misfortunes. And you, cruel 
oiemies of my father, whom we haye to reproach 
Ibr all the misery we have experienced in these 
lands, may you, in punishment for all the evil you 
luive done us, be tortured with the keenest rc^ 
morsel" 

It cost all the phflbsophy of my father to quietj 
our minds after the fatal event. He comforted us 
by saying, that Heaven alone was just, and that it 
^ ITBS our duty to rely upon it. Some days after, 

. '<our friends from Senegal came to pay us a visit, 

I and testified for us the greatest sorrow. T$ey 

f i^reed among themselves to engage all the Euro- 

I peans in the colony in a voluntary subscription in 

our behalf; l>ut. my father opposed, it by sayings 
lie could not receive assistance frx)m those who were 
so truly his friends. The generous M. Dard, di- 
f lector of the French school, was not the last nor 

least who took an interest in us. As soon as he 
Ikeard of the unfortunate news, he cordially offered 
my father all the money he had, and even endea- 
youred to get provisions for us from the govern- 
ment stores, but he fJEuled. After the visit of my 
Ikthei^s fHends, we were not so unhappy, and yet 
i enjoyed some tranquillity in our humble cottage. 

Tie bought a barrel of wine, and two of fiour, to 
tepport us during the rainy season or winter, a pe- 
riod so fatal to Europeans who inhabit the torrid 
sone. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

^HE PICARD FAMILY, TORMENTED BY THE MUS<t 

QUITOES, THE SERPENTS, AND TIGERS, D&? 

TERMINE TO REMOVE THEIR COTTAGE TO 

. THE BANKS OF THE RIVER-^-THE POULTRY I^ 

'. DISCOVERED BY THE WILD BEASTS*— MISJERf 

. ABLE EXISTENCE OF THAT ^AMILY-r-flUMIr 

LIATIONS WHICH IT SUFFERED T|IE^H COT^ 

' TAGE IS OVERTURNEp BY A TEMPEST — TliK 

LABOURING NEGROES FORM A SpHEMX T^ 

DESERT. 

Jt was yet but about the begmning of June 
1819, and already the (lumid winds of the south 
announced the apprpach of the bad season, or win- 
,ter. The whirlwinds pf the nofth no Ipng^ brought 
the hot sands of the Desert; but instead of tbei^ 
came the south-east, bringing clpuds of locust^ 
musquitoes, and gnats. We pould np lpi)ger spen4 
pur twilights at the fCott^9, it was so ^ed with 
these insects. We fled eyery fnoming to escape 
their stings, and did Qot return hope tUl oyercomp 
with sleep. One night, on ^tpring jlie hut, after 
a Ipng day 8 work at the cottpn-field, wp perceiy* 
^^ an animal stealing among the bushes at a ao^ 
slow pace ; but having heard us, it leaped a yery 
high oedge, and disappefred. From its agility^ 
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Hn diMSot0iied H to be a tiger-cat, wUcb had beenf 
prowling about our poultry-yard, m tbe hope of 
catching some chickens, of which the^e animalr 
are very fond. The same night, my sister nnA 
dijrself were awoke with a hoUow noise which we 
heard near our bed. Our ^oughts instantly re- 
lamed to the tiger*cat ; we believed that it was it 
we heard, and, springing up, we aWoke my father* 
Being all three anned, we began by looking under 
my bed, as the noise seemed to proceed ftx>m thee 
bottom of a large hole, deep under ground. Wer 
Were then conrinced it was caused by a serpent, 
but found it impossible to get at it. The song cf 
this reptile so frightened us that we could sleep 
ilo longer ; however, we soon became accustomeif 
to its invisible music, for at short intervals we hearcf 
it fdl the nights Some time after the diiscovery of 
the den of this reptile songster, my sister, going tof 
feed five or six pigeons which she had in a tittle 
linty perceived a large serpent, who seemed to have 
ft wing on each side of his mouth. She instantly 
called my fitther, who quickly ran to her with hifi 
ffun, but the wings which ^e creature seemed te 
have, had akewAy disappeared. As his belly was 
prodigiously swelled, my father made the negroes 
open it, and, to our great surprise, found four of 
the pigeons of our dove-cote. The serpent waa 
nearly nine feet in length, and about nine inches 
is circumference in ^e middle. After it was 
•kmned, we gave it to tiie negroes^ who regaled 
themselves upon it. This was not tlie one, how- 
ever, wliich we hacf heard during the night, for in 
the evening on which it was killed, we beard the 
whistlings of its eorapanions^ We then resolved 
to look for a more comfortable place to plant our 
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^Qtti^, and to abandon the rising ground to^tiii^ 
Serpents, and the woods to the tigers. We diow 
a spot on the south side of our island, pretty^ i^o>F 
to the banks of the river. 

, When this new ground was prep^d^ my £ather 
surrounded it with a hurdle of reeds, and th«A 
transported our cottage thither. This manner oT 
removing from one place to another is very expe7 
ditious ; in less than three days we were fairlyr 
seated in our new. abode. However^ as we had 
^ot time to carry away our poultry, we left them, 
upon the hill till the place we had appropriated 
for them was completed. It was fenced on ail 
i^ides, and corered with a large net, to prevent Htm 
lairds of prey taking away our little chickens, and 
Hire ha4 no fear in leaving them during the nightr 
On the evening of the next day, my sister, ac^ 
. ^mpanied with the children, went to feed the v»* 
Ipous inhabitants of the poultry-yard; but on ap* 
, proaching it she saw the frame of reeds half fallen^ 
the net rent, and feathers scattered here and ther^ 
^pon the road. Having reached the site of oqr 
^rmer cottage, heaps of worried ducks and chick- 
, 9ns were the only objects which presented them- 
selves. She instantly sent one of the children to 
acquaint us with the disaster, and my father and 
myself hastened to the scene of carnage, but it was 
^00 late to take any precautions, — all our poultry 
were destroyed ! Two hens ^d a duck only ha4 
escaped the massacre, by having squatted in liie 
bottom of an old barrel. We counted the detid 
^hich were left in the yard, and found that tVi 
ferocious beasts had eat the half; about two hmoh 
dred eggs of ducks and hens, nearly hatched, wem 
({estroyed at the same time. 
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Hib WM a' ereftt loss to nt, esjvecialfy as wi» 
conntCKl ad much upon ^oiir pouHry-yard as upon 
our plantation* We were obliged to resign onr- 
seires to onr fitte ; for to what purpose would eon> 
TOW serve ? The evil was done, and it only re>> 
mained for us to guard against the recurreneo of a 
like misfortune. The poultry-yard was instantly 
transported to our new habitation, and we took 
(rare to surround H with thorns, to keep off the 
f^ohres, the- foxes, and the tigers. Oor t^<o hena 
and die duek were placed in it til) we could p«i^ 
chase others. 

Our new* cottage was, as I hare dready sakt, 
situated on the banks of the river. A small wood 
cf mangrove trees and acacias grew to ^e kft, pre^ 
venting a scene sufficiently agreeable. But the 
'marshy wood sent forth such clouds of musqnitoes, 
that, from> the first day, we were so persectrte^ 
as scarcely to be able to inhabit our cottage dmin^ 
the night. We were forced to betake ourselres 
to onr canoe, and sail up and down the river; but 
We were not more sheltered from the stings of 
ihe insects than upon land. Sometimes, after a 
long' eonnie, we would return to the hut, wherey 
|n spite of the heat, we would envelop ourselves 
in thick wooUen blankets, to pass the night ; then, 
dfter being half suffocated, we would fill the house 
lull of smoke, or go and plunge ourselves in the 
river. 

I am bold to say, we were the most miserable 
creatures that ever existed on the face of the 
earth. The thought of passing all the bad season 
in this state of torture, made us regret a hundred 
times we had not perished in tibe shipwreck. 

l2 
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Jlowy llioiigli^ I9 how ia it poanble la eiid«t« the 
iwant of sleep, the stingB of myriads of iii8eol% 
the putrid exhalattons of marshes, the heat of ihe 
elimiite, the smoke of our huts, 4he chagrin whidi 
isonsumes us, and the want of the most necessaijr 
articles of life, without being overcome ! My far 
iher, however, to prevent us seeing the melaa* 
choly which w^hed upon him, assumed a aearem 
ah*, when his soul was a prey to the most bombl^ 
ai^ish ; but through this pretended placidity it 
.was easy to se^ the virious sentiments by whidi 
las heart was affected. Often would that good mai» 
^y to u%^' ISdy- children, I am not unhappy^ but 
X suffer to see you buried in the deseiTts* If I 
£Ould gather a sufficient fund to convey you t9 
JVance, I would at least have the sadsfiu^on of 
thinking you there enjoyed Ufe» and that ycNir 
youth did not pass in these solitudes for fixMn hi^ 
•man society. "-— ^^ How, my fBtther^ " T^>lied I }U> 
JmOi ^^ bow can you think we could be. happy is 
France, when we knew you were in misery i» 
Africa I O, aiSjk^t us not* You know, and we have 
fiBod so a hundred tim.ea, that our sole desire^ia t0 
.remaiji near you, to assist you to bring up our 
young brothers and sisters, and to endeavour by 
our care to make them worthy of all your ten* 
demess. " The good man would then fold us in 
lib aians ; and Ihe tears which trickled down.Ub 
cheeks, for a while soothed his sufferings, 
, Ofteui to divert our thoughts from the jnisery w« 
^^idured, would we read some of the works of ow 
best authors. My fadier was usually on theso oo^ 
casions the reader, whilst Caroline and myself lis- 
.tened. Sometimes we would amuse ojurpelinet 
with shooting the bowy.fuid chasing the wild duda 
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and fdfwls which went about our house* In this 
maan^ we eildearoured to dissipate in part our 
ennui during the day. As our cotti^ was situat- 
ed dose to the banks of the river^ we amused oui^ 
selves in fishings whilst the heat and the musqui« 
Sees would permit us. Caroluie and our young 
brothers were ehiefiy charged with fishing for 
crabs, and Uiey always caught sufficient to afford 
mpper to all the fiunily* But sometimes we hail 
to fwego this evening's repast, for the musquitoea 
at that hour were m sttch prodigious numbers, that 
it was impossible td i<Sraain more than an instant 
in one place, unless we we^ enveloped in our 
coverings of wool* But the children not having 
ao nmch sense, would not allow themselves to be 
thus suffocated ; they could not rest in any p]ace> 
and ev«*y instant tfafeir doleful groims fra^ced our 
tears of pity* O cru^ remembrance ! thou makest « 
me yet weep as I write these lines. 

Tofrards th^ begiaaing of July, the rains show- 
ed us it was seed time* We began by sowing the 
cotton, then th6 fields -of millet, maize, and beans. 
Early in the- morning, the ftunily went to work; 
•ome. digged, others sowed, till the fierceness of 
the sun forced us to retii^e to the cottage, whete 
we expected a plate of kouskous, of fish, and a 
little rest. At three o'clock, we all returned to 
the fields, and did not leave off working till the 
approach of night ; then we all went home, and 
fiih occupied himself .iijt fishing or hunting* Whilst 
we were thus busied in providing our supper, and 
prbviaions'for the^morrow, we sometimes would re^ 
ceive a visit from the sportsmen who were retum*- 
•tag to Senegal. Some would feel for our misery, 
but noany nmde us weep with their vulgar af-. 
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fronts. On thene ocoasionn, Cardine and my^ 
6elf woa](i fly from these disgusting beings as front ' 
the wild beasts who prowled about us. Some" 
times, to make us forget the insults and mor^ 
tifications we experienced frt>m the negro mer-' 
chants who Hre at Senegal, and whom curiosit}*' 
brought to our island, my father would^^ay to ut^ 
" Wherefore, my dears, are you distressed wit)# 
the impertinences of these beings ? Only ihitih 
that, in spite of your wretdiedisess, yeu are a 
hundred times better than them, who are nol^inpf 
more than vile traiiickerB in human f esh^ sMr of 
fioMi^rs,' without manners, rich sailors, or fre^ 
hooters, without education and without country; '* 

One day, a French negro merchant, whom I will 
rtot name, having crossed the Senegal to th<» 
station of Babaguey, and seeing our cottage in thf> 
. distance, inquired to whom it belonged. He wii<« 
told it was the father of a ftunily wiiom misfortUBo 
had forced to seek a refuge in that island. I wish 
I cottld see them, said the- merchant, it will W 
fery drSle. In fact, a short while after, we had a 
visit from this eurieuXy who, after he had said b% 
manner of impertinences to us, went to hunt iit our 
plantation, where he killed liie only duck which 
we had left, and which he had tlie audacity to 
carry away in spite of our entreaties. Fortrauitely 
tor the insolent thief, my father was absent, eVu^ 
he would have avenged the death of the duck, whivli 
even the tigers had spared in the massacre of our 
poultry-yard. 

Since the commencement of winter, we ha 4 
iiad but little rain, when one night we were rou«etl 
by a loud peal of thunder. A horrible tempf^vt 
•wept over us, and the (hurricane bent the trees o^ 
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fliefieldB. TV ligiitmi^tore up tbiB gr^nnd^ tlie 
sound of the thunder redoubled, and torrents of 
inrater were precipitated upon our cottage* The 
winds roared with the utmost fury, our roofs were 
fw^t away, our huts were blown down, and all 
flie waters of heaven rushed in upon us. A flood 
penetrated our hal»tation ; all our finmily drenched^ 
C<mfounded, sought refuge under the wrecks of ouiT 
walls of straw and reeds. AH our effects wero 
floating, and hurried off by the floods, which sott 
Ibunded us« The whole heayens were in a blaze; 
the thunderbolt burst, fell, and burned the main'* 
mast qf the^ French brig Nantuse, which was an<* 
chored at a little distance from our island. After 
this I)orrible detonation, calm waji insensibly re* 
f tored, wUlst the hissing of serpents and bowlings 
j^f the wild beasts were the only sounds heard around 
in« The insects and reptiles. Creeping out of the 
^luth, dbpersed themselves througti n^U the places 
of our cottage which water had not covered. Large 
beetles went buzzing on all sides, and attached 
themselves to our clothes, whilst the millepedes^ 
Uzards, and crabs of an unmense siae, crawled 
over the wrecks of our huts. At last, about ten 
o'clock, nature resumed her tranquillity, tlie thun- 
der ceased to be heard, the winds instantly fell, 
and the air. remained calm and dulL 

After the tempest had ceased, we endeavoured 
to mend our huts a little, .but we could not effect 
it ; and were obliged to remun all day under the 
wrecks of ofir cottage. Such, however, was the 
inaoaer in which we spent nearly all our days and 
nights. . In reading this recital, the reader has biit 
a feeble idea of die privations, the sufferings^ and 
the ^vikr to which the unfortooate Picaid family 



wei« «t^ed dufiiig tfaeii- stay hi' Ilia iBiuid of 
SafiJ. 

About this time, my father was obliged to go 
to Senegal. Ddritig his absence, the children dis« 
covered that the negroes who remained wilii wi 
had fohned a fichetne of deserting during the nigliti 
Caroline and myself wiere much embarrassed and 
ttttdedded what course to pursue, to prevent their 
escape ; at last, having well considered the matter^ 
we thought, as Etienne would be in the plot, we 
had no omer means of preventing their escape bu% 
by each of ns arming ourselves with a pistol, and 
thus passing th^ night iii watching them. 'We 
boturid our canoe firmly with a chain, and seated 
ourselves, the better to obsetve their motions. A- 
bout nine in the evening, the two negroes came td 
the banks of the river, but having discovered us, 
they feigned to fish, really holding in their handa 
a s^Diall line ; but on coming nearer to them, I saw 
thev had no hooks. I desired them to go to bed» 
anci return on the morrow to fish. One of them 
came close to our canoe, and threw hhnself into 
it, thinking he oovM instantly put oiF; but when 
he found it chained, he leffc it quite ashamed, and 
went and ky down with his comrade. I set off 
to look for Etienne, whom we suspected to have 
been in the plot, and told hhn of the design of th<$ 
two negroes^ and prayed him to assist us in watch- 
ing them durilig the night. He instantly rose, 
and taking my lather's gun, bade ixs sleep in qtuet* 
whilst he alone would be sufficient to overcome 
them ; however, they made no farther attempt that 
night, hoping, doubtless, to be more fortunate an- 
btiber time. Next day I wrote to my fe^i^r, to 
iwtiom to Safal beforo night, for that we .wera e^ 
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ib« eve of losi^ the 'remainder of oiu* aegroee. 
He returned in the evening, resolving never agaiii 
to quit our cottqge. He interrogated the negroes 
concerning their design of desertion, and asked 
them what excuse they had to. plead. '< We are 
comfortable here/' replied one of them, " but we 
* are ]|ot ii| our native, country ; our parents and 
fiien^ aiie far from us^ We have. been deprived 
<^ our liberty, and we have made^ and will make 
still farther efforts, for its recpveryb " He added, 
^d.dressiqg hiinself %o ipy father, ^* If. thou, Picard, 
i|iy master, wert Boosted when, cultivating thy 
^elds, and carried fyCf , far from thy family, wouMst 
^pu not .endeavour to rej^HQ.thetn, and veco^er 
thy liheily ? " My father proo^dy m^liedi ," I 
voHld.l " Vpry well, ^} cpntinued Nakamou, lam 
lA the same situation as thyself,.! am the, father of 
a 4iumerpu9 fa^iily ; I ha^e. yet . a mother, some 
undes ; I }ove my wife, my children ; and dost 
^u ^ink it wonderful I should wish to rejoin 
them ? " My unfortunate father, :«)eb^d to tears 
with this speech, resolved to send them to the 
person from whom he had iiired theuXf for fear he 
should .lq9<) thrill. If h^ bad thouig^t like the cot 
lonists,' h^ would have put them in irons, and treatr 
ed.tljem like rebels; but. ho was too kind-4ie«rted 
tp report, to such measures*. . l^ome days after, the 
person to whoipa the negroes, were sent, brought 
1^ two others; but they were ^ indolenly we ffwnd 
it impp^ible to makp .then> work, ^ . . 
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CHAPTER XV. 

« 

THE COI«ONT OF SENEGAL AT WAR WITH TBK 
MOORS— THE FICARD FAMILY OBLIGED TO 

ABANDON THE ISLAND OF SAFAL THEY GO 

TO FIND A HOME AT ST LOUIS— M. PICARO 
HIRES AN APARTMENT FOR HIS FAMILY, 
AND RETURNS TO SAFAL WITH THE DLDB8T 

OF HIS SONS THE WHOLE UNFORVUIT ATS . 

FAMILY FALL SICK— -RETURN OF M. FICARD 
TO SENEGAL— DEATH OF YOUNG LAURA- 
HE WISHES TO RETURN TO HIS ISLAND—* 
THE CHILDREN OPPOSE IT-— HE FALLS DAK- 
OBROUSLY ILL— THE WORTHY PBOFI.B OF 
THE COLONY ARE INDIGNANT AT THR GO- 
VERNOR FOR THE STATE OF MISERY IH 
WHICH HE HAS LEFT THE PIOARD FAMILY. 

We howerer Gontinued sowing; and more tlitti 
twenty-fonr thousand feet of cotton had alreadf 
heen added to the plantation, when our laboim 
were stopped hy-war suddenly breaking oat be- 
tween the colony and the Moors. We leaned 
that a part of their troops were in the island of 
Bokoi^ sitnaled but a short distance from oar own. 
It was said that the Arab merchants and the. Ma- 
raboutSy (priests of the Musolmen)^ who osoally 
travel to Senegal on affiurs of oommeroeyhad been 
arrested by the French soldiers. In the fear that 
the Moors woold come to oar island and make mm 
prisoneisy we resolred to go to the head«qaarteiB 
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•f ike eolittf) ttMl sta/l^ere t3i thewar h&deeias-^ 
ed. ' My ittther caused idl his effects to be trans-' 
petted to the house of the resident at'Babaguey, 
alter whidi we left our cottage and the island of 
Safiil. Whilst Etienne slowly rowed the canoe' 
wfateh contained our ftonily, I ran my eye over 
the places we were leaying, as if wishing them an' 
eternal adieu. In contemplating our poor cottage, 
which we hsd built with su<^ dffici^ty, I could' 
BOt suppress my tears. All our plantations, 
thought I, will be rayaged during our absence ; 
mir home will be burned ; and we w31 lose in' an 
mstHftt that which cost us two years of pain and 
fttigae. I was diverted from these rejections by 
our canoe atrildng against the shore of Babaguey. 
We hnded there, and imtantly set off to the resi- 
dence of M. Leronge ; but he was akeady at Sene» 
gaL ' We found his house fflled wi^ soldiers^ 
winch the go^renior had sent to defend that posi- 
tion against the Moors. My father llien borrowed 
a little shaMop to take us to Senegal. ' Whilst the 
boat was preparing, we eat a morsel of millet- 
bread I had Imd the precaution to make before we 
left Safal ; at last, at six in the erening, we em- 
barked for St Louis, leairing our negroes at Baba- 
guey. My ^ther promised to Etienne to go and 
rejoin him to contmue llie work, if it was possi- 
ble, as soon as we were in safety. 
' It was yery late before we reached Senegal. 
As we had no lod^ngs, a friend of my father^ 
(M* Thomas) admitted us, his worthy w^e load- 
ing us mth kindness. During our stay in the 
island* of Safal, my father had made yarious trips 
to Senegal ; bat as my sister and myself had not 
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qnitted in ibr a loiig timey w« foiia4 ^owoni^mr ip . 
iwothar world. The iBolated mai^Aer in .which iifa. 
had lived, a»d (he misfortmies we had ^dwed^ 
Gootribiited io no snoall degcee to give ii6 aii^vp0e 
and eoibairaMed appeaiance. Caroline e^petjafltf. 
had become so timid, she could, pot be persoiMleil 
to appear in company. It is true the nakedaoaa 
to wiuch we were reduced, a good dep) cawimd the 
repugnance we felt at seeing eompaay* lla^ii^ 
no cap but our hair^ no clothes hut a half-woRV. 
robe of coarse silk, without atockings a^d shofs% 
W0 felt very distressed in appearing l^vis hahitft4. 
before a society iimoag whom we had f^QINBfly 
held a certain rank. The good lady Thom|i«^.a6e^. 
ing our embarrassment, kindly dii^^rased with oar 
appearance at table, as they bad stEBOgers. id, ik^ 
house. . She cansed supper to be broi^t to our 
chamber, under . the pretext that we wfff^^ in4i»- 
posed. In this manner we espap^d tha ^i|iiooa 
und imprudent regards of W^^^^b ypqng popplf^ 
who had mot yet been tutore4 hy the hand of in)a* 
fortune. We leamisd that we were known ^ S(^ 
negal by different names, some calling ns j%e 
Hermits of the fyle of Sufyh o^h^rB T^ Sx^hl^ t* 
^rica. 

Oil the morrow, my father hised an pparffBaiit 
in the house of one of his old friends (M. Valenr 
tin.) After breakfast we thai|ked oi|r hostSt and 
went to our jaew lodging. It eo^aiafe^ of ,% liygge 
cliamber, the windows pf which wer^. ui|der g^^iyuadt 
. fillcid with broken panes ; thqs, in the first. pig|rt» 
we. hf|d such a quantity of mwquitqaa, llifht «s 
thought we were yet in the inland of SaW- On 
the fpUowiiig day, my father was dtsir^ipa of .re- 
turning to his plantatioii* We in y^ r^i^eaented 
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tb UoA llf* danger to tthieh he exposed Mmself i 
BOthing trotdd ii^rt him from his design*. - H« 
pronnsed, however, to go to Safal only during iha 
day, and to sleep at the house of the resident' at 
Bftbagaey. He told us that it was not the wlir 
with the Moors alone whieh earned him to bring 
OS to Senegal, hut also the state of suffering in 
which the whole family was. It is true' our strengd^ 
was eonsiderably diminished ; tlhe youngest of mfy 
hifothers had beefk for several <kiys attacked wil^ a 
Btrong fever ; and we were all slightly seized wi^ 
iOie same disease. My fether, taking our oldest 
lirbllier willi him, lef% us for th^ isle of Safal, pro-* 
ntisiiig to (^me and see us every Simday* I weift 
with' him to the court-^te, conjuring Imif, above 
all things, n^ to expose himself, and to take eara 
of his health, which was so precious to us. Thift 
worthy man embraced me, and bade me fear nothing 
iMi that head, for he too well felt how necessaty 
bis life was to his children, to expose it impm-* 
dently. ** For my health,'* added he, ^ I hope to 
preserve it long, unless Heaven has decided other* 
wise. " With these words he bid adieu, and went 
away ; I returned to the house and ga^e free vent 
to my tears. I know not what presentiment dten 
aeksed me, fbr I felt as if I had seen my father fot 
die last time ; and it was only at the end of the 
third day, on receiving a letter written with his 
own hand, that I could divest myself of these 
gloony ideas. He told us he was very weH, and 
that aH was quiet at Safal. On the same day I 
wrote to inform him of the condition of our young 
Inrollier, who was a little better during the even- 
ing ? I sent him* at the same lime some leaves of 
new bread wad three ftotllet of wine whoch a ge* 
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nerouapinsofrhad bad jdie goodness to ^▼e'19. Ob 
the following Sunday we sat. waiting his arrival, 
^ut a frightful tempest that n^ed daring all the 
day, deprived ns of that pleasure ; we, however, 
leceived accounts firom him every two days, whidi 
were always satisfieuitory. 

Ahout the Ist of August 1819, the best Mead 
of my father, M. Dard, who, from the commence- 
ment of our misfortunes, had not withheld bis 
helping hand from us, came to annoimce his ap-» 
preaching departure for France, and to hid us iaro- 
well. We congratulated him on the happiness of 
leaving so melancholy a place as Sepegal. After 
inre had talked some time about our unfortanate 
^tiiation, and of the little hope we bad of ever get« 
fing. out of it, that sensible man, feeling 4iis tean 
l^eginning to flow, took leave of uSi promising lo 
visit my father, in passing Babaguey. Some dayv 
after, our young sister became dangerot»ly iH; 
the fever attacked me also ; and in less than, forty* 
flight hours all our family were seized with the 
eame disease. Caroline, however, had still suffi* 
orient strength to take care of us ; and, but fbr her 
assistance,. we would all perhaps have become a 
prey to the malady which oppressed us. Thai 
good sister durst not acquaiat my father with ^ 
deplorable condition in which we all - were ; bat 
alas ! she was soon oUiged to tell him the melaii- 
ehclj news. I know not what passed during two 
days afiter my sister had written my firfher, having 
been seized with delirium. When the fit bad 
somewhat abated, and I had recovered my sensea 
a little, I began to recognise the people wbo were 
about me, and I saw my father weeping near my 
bed. His pre8ei»co revived the little straDgtli I 
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End tCill left. I wished to gpeak, but my idetur 
werer sor confused that t ctmld only articulate a* few 
unconnected words. I then Teamed, that after mv 
llftther was acquainted with our dangerous condi- 
tion, he had hastened to- Senegal with my oldest 
brother, who also had been attacked. My father 
seemed to be no better than we were ; but to quiet 
our fears, he told us that he attributed his indis-* 
position to a cold he had caught from sleeping on a 
bank of sand at SafaY. We soon perceived that 
his disease was mor« of the mind than of the body. 
I often observed hhn thoughtful^ with a wild and 
disquieted look. This good man, who had resisted 
with such courage all his indignities and misfor- 
tunes, wept like a child at the sight of his dynig 
family. 

Meanwhile the sickness increased every day m 
our fiimily; my young sister was worst. Dr 
Quincey saw her, and prescribed every remedy he 
thought necessfoy to soothe her sufferings. During 
the middle of the night she complained of a great 
pain in her abdomen, but, after tidcing the medicine 
ordered her, she fell quiet, and we believed she was 
Itoleep. Caroline, who watched us during the night 
in spite of her weakness, took advantage of this 
supposed slumber to take a little repose. A short 
while after, wishing to see if little Laura still slept, 
she niised the quilt which covered her, and uttered 
a piercing shriek. I awoke, and heard her say in a 
tremulous voice, Alas ! Laura is dead. Our weep- 
ing soon awoke our unhappy father. He ro8e> 
ind, seeing the face of the dead child, cried in wild 
despair: *• It is then all over; my cruel enemies 
liave gained their victory ! They have taken from 

M 2. 
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Qie the bread which I earned with the sweaftr 
my Ihtow to support mj children ; they haye 
ficed my family to their implacable hate ; let them 
now come and enjoy the fruit of their .malice, with 
a sight of, the victim ^ they have immolated I leC 
them come to satiate their fury with the scene 
of misery in which they have plunged tfs I O 
cruel S , thy barbarous heart cannot be that 

of a Frenchman I '* On uttering these words, he- 
rushed out, and seated himself under a gallery^ 
which was at the door of the house . in which 
we lived. He there remained a long while buried 
in profound meditation, during which time wa 
could not get him to utter one word. At last; a* 
bout six o'clock in the morning the phyudan came, 
and was surprised on hearing of the death of Lau- 
ra ; then went to my father, who seemed to be in- 
sensible to every thing around him, and inquired 
at him concerning his health. '^ I am very well," 
replied he, '* and I am going to return to Sa&i ; 
for I always find myself best tiiere. '' The Doctor 
told him his own condition, as well as that of his 
fomily, would not allow him to leave Sen^al ; but 
he was inflexible. Seeing nothing would induce 
him to remain at St Louis, I arose, weak as I was, 
and went to search for a negro and a canoe to 
carry us to Safal. In the meanwhile a fri^ad of 
ours took the charge of burying the body of my 
sister; but my father wished to inter it beside 
the others in his island, and determined to take it 
thither along with us. Not to have, however, 
snchia melancholy sight before our eyes during 
our journey, I hired a second canoe to carry the 
corpse of poor Laura ; and attaching it to the onf 
in which we were, we took our young brothers in 
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tmr anus aAd s^ dL Having arrired opposite 
the hams^ posseflsed by M. Thomas, my father felt 
himself greatly indisposed. I profited by the cir- 
cnmatanoef by getting him to go to the house of 
his friend ; hoping we would persuade him against 
returning to Safal. He consented without diffi- 
culty; but we had scarcely entered the house, 
when he was again taken very ill. We instantly 
called « physiciany who found in him the seeds of 
a most malignant fever. We laid him down, and 
a]l the family wept around his bed, whilst the ca- 
lioe which carried the remains of our young sister 
proceeded to Safal. M. Thomas undertook to 
procure us a house more healthy than that we had 
quitted ; but the condition of my father was such, 
that he foimd it impossible to walk, and we had 
to put him in a litter to take him to our new ha- 
bitation. All the worthy people of Senegal could 
not contain their indignation against governor 

S , whose inhuman conduct towards our far 

mily had been the principal cause of all our mis- 
fortunes. They went to his house, and boldly 
told him it was a shame for the Chief of the colony 
thus to allow an unfortunate family entirely to pe- 
rish. M. S , either touched with these re- 
proaches, or at last being moved by more friendly 
feelings towards us, caused provisions secretly to 
be sent to our house. We received them under 
the persuasion they had been sent by some friend 
of my &ther ; but having at last learned they had 
come from the governor, my fiather bid me return 
them to him. I did not know what to do, f^r a 
part of the provisions had already been consumed; 
and, besides, the distressed condition to which we 
were reduced, made me flatter myself with the 
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thought, that the govenior wished' at Itet to make 
amends for the wrongs he had done us. But alas ! 
his assistance was too late ; the fieital moment was 
•fast approaching when my father had to bend 
der the pressure of his intolerable snfTerings. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

m* DARD, WHOM COITTRARY W1ND» HAD DE- 
TAINBD TBK DAYS IN THE PORT OF ST. I^OVIS, 
COMES ON SHORE TO SEE M. PICARD— A60NT 

OF M. PICARD HIS LAST WORDS«.-HI8 DEATH 

*-*DB6PiltIR OF BIS CHIS^DREN^M. THOMAi 
• KINDLY :TAKE8 CHAAGB OF PICA Rd's FAMILY 

THE ELDEST OF THE LADIES OOBS AMD 

MOURNS OVER THE GRAVE OF HER FATHER 
' «— HER RBSIGNATJOK— -M. DARD DISEMBARKS* 
. AND ADOPTS THE WRECKS OF THE PICARD 

> VAMILY M. DARD MARRIES MISS PICARD, 

. AND AT LAST RETURNS TO FRANCE* 

The day after we had taken posaeancm of our new 
abode, my father sent me to the Me of Babagneyt 
$m hrmg back the things which were left at the 
house of the Resideat. As I foond myself ooR* 
stdeiaUy better durk^ the last few days, I hii»i 
a canoe and went, leaving the sick to the care of 
Caroline* I soon reached the place of my desti- 
Bttdon, and finiriied my business. I was npon the 
point of retmning to Senegai, when a wis^ came 
into my head of seeing Sa^* Haying made two 
negroes take me to the other mde of the river, I 
walked along ikte Me of the plantation, then visit- 
0d our cottage, which I found just as we had left 
it* At last I bent my steps towsrds the tomb of. 
my step-molhar, in which were deposited ^ n^ 



naini of my little sister. I teated myaelf vndor 
the ahrabs which shaded the place of their repose^ 
and remained a long while wrapt in the most me- 
lancholy reflections. All the misfertmies we had 
experienced since our shipwred:, came acroes my 
mind, and I asked myself how I had heen able to 
endnre them ? I thon^t that, at this instant, a 
■eoei Toice said to me^ yo« witt yet hate gteatov 
to deplore. * Tunfled by idm melancholy pr eae n* 
linent, I strove to riaef but my straigtlr ftdiing 
ne,' li firil on my knees* npov the gniv«* After 
ha[ving addressed my prayers to the Etemaly I felt 
» lit& mwe tmqwl ; aad, fitting tUa mehmo 
cMy apoty old Etienne ledmeback to Befbag«ey» 
^trhesM my canoe waited for me. The heat .was 
excessive $ however, I iradiired it, rather than- wait 
inr the coolness of evening to retam to my lather* 
On my anivat at St Louis, i found him in a vio- 
lent passion at a certain penonage c»f the cideny, 
who, without any regard to his condition, had said 
the meet humykthig ll^ngs to him» ' This scene 
had eoBtribvted, in no small degree, to aggiwala 
his iUnese ; for, oh the evening of the same day^ 
the fever returned, and a honrime delirium dariien* 
cd all his faculties. We spent a terrible uighi^ 
«Kp«etiag every nuMnent to be his lost. The foh 
lowing day found little change in his condition; 
-eioapt a small glimmering of reason at inj^ervafe 
'in one of these moments, when vre hoped he 
would recover ins health, M. Dard, whom vrm 
thought already for Irom Senegal, «nteied our 
houses My foxier instantly reeogaised him, and( 
makii^ him sit near to his bed, taokkis* hand> 
and add, <<^ My kuit hem* is eemo; Hteveai 
ta vrhose deorees I faambly submit, 



mnme^mm b0n (fak w«rU^ but on* coMHMkwr 
BeiDAiii», with me^^iir-the tbmifkt yoia wiU.1101 aJiMnb 
4lon my, dHUrMu I feoQamMod to yoRixmy oMeit 
4mgii^i yon aie d««r to.her, doubt not ; wwt^ 
oho WO10 yomr irifoy .oiid thai you iMeo to hor^ at 
yo« Jb^m ol9n^ bean to ino^ at aucero.fiiondri 
0« aoyiog lib^oo woNb, he took my hoadi omI 
pi^Biiod.tbm to lofi^lniinii^ Tomb wiffoooti^ 

od .fl»y T^iooy bnt I j pipoflc d huo tondody ia my 
oimo ; and 00 he WKir I waooxtioiBoly affiected with 
hiii qitoatioQ^ ho qoiekly said to me^^ " My dai^^itcvFi 
) ha¥e jMod o£ lost.'' I inataatiy quitted. lum, and 
ivos: joined by M«;Daid» wboa we rotisod to an? 
other room) wh^re we fo«id Cavolino and dw 
good Mad* Thomas. Hiis wOEthy fiamd sooing Iho 
liopioi«b}e ooikditipii to which, wo. ware ndaoad* 
mdeoyoored to eoosde uo^ aiid.to giyo u&hfi^oft 
s»]^og» that, haying h^ord, of: my father's ilfaMsa oa 
hoord the bijg yigilant» m which he had embarked 
Ot. the port of St.I^ouiay he had obUuned leai^e to 
oomo m AoBOf and to go and offiM! ns some asp 
aia<iwy> ; afi^r i^hH^ he left ns^ piVMaasmg to^ro* 
turn ooitbowmonrow* 

.Towacds the middle oi the night of the l&ik 
Anffmt MIK it irtaook me that my fiither wished 
to iqieafc with olo*. I drow/near to hkn, and aeo^ 
ing him pale.opid his i^es wild, I tamed away my 
hf^ tOfCOQceal the'^ tsaas wfaich I conld not si^ 
ppeop ; but hoying peroetTod my distreah he said 
to mo ift $ montiiM yoice» *' .Why are you so 
ipach affic%ed| my d)ild ? My last hour ii|iproaehes» 
I pamifijb Qipapo it;, then nummon all the strength 
pf fSOUT; aoiA to bear it wteK eouage. My go»- 
fCJunooisfafe^ I hav<);niothiogwath which to ror' 
:y«podi jmyaetf^ iwUl die in peace. if you pioouao 



UkpHAm^ lin chadr» wiRnn I wffl<0Mii 
TeUaboto IMkig hearts the kiig trafai of ^ lute^ 
Iwn^tod BMefoftnnee whidi faftre ^nailed dm; «A 
the ihaiidoiied cdnditicia in whidi we hw lif^ t 
wd tell at laet, that in dying, I fi^igare aiy ene-^ 
miee all the evib ^ey hod olnde me ae well as waf 
§tmaiy eBdnse ^^ At these wArds I ibll i^mmi hi^ 
had, and ened ye% dear fatlwr, I prbnuse to do all 
yoa veqBii% of m^ I was yeit speakiifg -vAaa 
CaaoUns entered the chamber, and throwhig hersrif 
npon his bed,* tenderiy emhraeed him, whysl h» 
held me by the hand. Wo gaeed on one another 
in psef oamd sflenoe, wfaidi was only kiterrapted hf 
•w sigfasw During tins heart^endbg scene, my 
irther again said to me, *^My good Charotte, I 
thank yon foi: all- the care you hsTO bestowed oa 
me; I die, but I leave yen to the pffoteetion of 
finends who will not aban^^ you* Never fotgel 
the obligatienB you already owe M. Dard. HeareB 
assist you» Farewell, I go before you to a better 
world." These words, pronounced with tfffieidty^ 
•wesa the last he uttered* He instantly became 
much convulsed. All the physicians of theocdon^ 
were :called, but the medicines they prescribed pro- 
.duced no effect. In this condition he renmhied 
more than six hours, duiing which time we stood 
MBuspendsd betawen hope and despair. O henible 
nig^t ! night of sorrow and desolation ! who can 
describe,^ which the nn£nrt«nate ftmily of Heard 
Attffiared ^uing thy temble reignt Bnt the frtnl 
period appioaehed; the phyridanwho prescribed 
k went out; I followed, and, stifi seeking for some 
illusion in tiie nusfortane which menaced 1a^ I 
treaablingly interrogated hhn. The woitlry nma 
woold not dissemble ; he todc me by the hand and 



m^% my dear lachr, the moment is arrived when 
you have need to anu yourself with courage ; it fe 
all over with M. Picard ; you must submit to $h^ 
Avill of God. These w<N*dB were a thunderbolt to 
me. I instantly returned, bathed in tears; but 
alas I my father was no more. 

Siich an irrepai'able misfortune plunged us into 
a condition worse than deatli. Without ceasing^ 
X be80i:^ht them to put a period to my deplorable 
life. The fiiends about me used e^nry endeavour 
to calm me, but my soul was in the dep^ of af^ 
Biction, and their consolations reached it not. ** O 
Xjrod T cried I, '' how is it possible thou canst yet let 
me live ? Ought not the misery I feel to make me 
follow my father to the grave?" It was necessary 
U^ employ forc^ to ke^ me from that- plan of hor* 
jor and dismay. Madame Thomas took us to her 
-faouse, whilst our fiiends prepared the funaral of 
my unhappy fathar. I remained insensible for a 
long while; and, when somewhat recovered, my 
first care was to pray the people with whom we 
lived to carry the body of my father to the Isle of 
jSafel to be d^onted, agreeably to his request^ 
near the renudns of his wife. Our friends accom- 
panied it. Some hours afker the departure of the 
Amend processiim, Governor S* — ^, doubtless re- 
proaching himself with the helpless condition in 
which we had been left for so long a time, gave 
orders to take tare of the remainder of our unf<^« 
tonate family. He himself came to the house of 
M. Th6mas. His presence made such an impres* 
aion on me, that I swooned away. We did not, 
however, refuse the asoBtance he offered us, con* 
Finoed, as we were, that it was less to the gover- 

N 6 
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4)or of Senegal we were indebted iJian to the 
French goTernment, whose mtentions he was only 
littlfilling. 

Several days passed before I could moderate my 
sorrow ; but at last om* friends represented to -me 
the duties I owed to the orphans who were left 
with US, and to whom I had promised to hold the 
place of mother. Then ronmng myself frem my 
lethargy, and recollecting ihe obligations I h«d to 
fulfil, I' bestowed all my affections on tlie innoc^it 
beings whom my father had confided to me in his 
dying moments. Nevertheless T was not at 'rest*; 
the desire of seeing the place where reposed the 
mortal remains of my worthy fa^er tormented me. 
They wished to dissuade me ; but when they saw 
I had b^en frequently weeping in private, they no 
longer wittihdd me. I went alone to Stdaly leaiv- 
ing Caroline' to take diarg^ of the children, two of 
whom were still in a dangerous conditien. Whst 
changes did I find at our cottage ! Tfce person 
from whom we had hired our negroes had secre^ 
i«moved them ; rank weeds sprung up everywhere ; 
the cotton withered for want of cultivation ; the 
fields of millet, maize, and beans had been devour- 
fed' by the herds of cattle fi-om the colony ; our 
house was half plundered ; the books and papers 
of iny father taken away. Old Etienne still re- 
mained ; ' I fbund him cultivating cotton. As soon 
as he saw me' he drew near ; and having inquired 
if he wished to remain at the plantation, he re- 
plied, " I could stay here all my life ; my good 
master is no more, but he is still here ; I wish to 
work for the support of his childreh.*' I promised 
in my turn to take eare of hini during my stfty in 
Africa. At last I bent my steps towards my fa« 
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idlers gp^aye*. Xhe. shrubs which surrounded it 
were covered with tlie most beautiful verdujri^; 
their thorny brandies hung over it as if to shie^ 
it froHi the says of the sun. The silence which 
reigned around this solitary place was only inter- 
rupted by the songs of the birds^ and th^ rustling 
of the foliage, agitated by a faint' breeze. At the 
sight of this sacred retireat^ I suddenly felt myself 
penetrated by a religious sentiment, and fdling 
on xny knees upon the grass, and resting my head 
upon the humid stonejr remained a long while in 
deep meditation. Then.starting up, I cried, *' Dear 
wanes of the best of fiEithers ! I. come not hither 
to disturb y^our repose ; but I come to ask of Him 
who is omnipotent, resignation to hiis august de- 
crees* I come to promise also to the worthy au- 
thor of my existence, to give all myjcare to ihp 
orpbuis whom he has^left on earth. I also pro- 
jnise to make known to feelmg hearts all the. mis- 
fortmies he experienced before being driven to the 
tomb. " After a short prayer, I arose aqd return- 
ed to the cottage. To consecrate a monument to 
,i|ie memory of my father, I took two cocoa-nuts, 
which he had planted some time previous to his 
death, and replanted them beside the grave ;. I 
then gave my orders to Etienne, and returned to 
the family at Senegal. 

Next day M. Dard came to see us at the house of 
M. Thomas. . This worthy friend of my father, 
told us he would not abandon in Senegal the or- 
phans whom he had promised to assist. I come, 
added he, to return to the goverikor the leave he 
had. given me to pass six months in France, and I 
charge myself with providing for all your wants 
till I call convey jou again to Paiis. Such gener- 
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ons devotion affected me to tears ; I tha&ked our 
worthy bene&ctor, and he went into Mad. Thomas's 
room. When he had gone, Mad. Thomas took me 
aside, and said, that M; Dard's intention was not 
only to adopt the wrecks of om* . family, but fie 
wished also to ofler me Ms hand as soon as our 
grief had subsided. This confidence, I crwn, <fis- 
pleased me not ; f<Mr it was delightful for me to 
think that so excellent a man, who had already 
given us such substantial assistance in our distres!^, 
did not think himself degraded by unitmg hiis fate 
with that of a poor orphan. I recollected what my 
£Rther had said to me during one of our gre a test 
misfortunes. '< M. Dard,'' said that worthy mai^, 
*^ is an estimable youth, whose attachment for us 
' has never diminished in spite of our wretche^iess ; 
and I am certain he prefers virtue in a wife above 
all other riches. '* 

Some days afiter, our benefactor came to tell as 
he had disembarked all his effects, and that he had 
resumed his functions as director of the Frendi 
school at Senegal. We talked a long while to- 
"gether concerning my father's aflaiis, and he then 
' left us. However, as one of my brothers was very 
ili, he returned in the evening to see how he was. 
He found us in tears ; for the inncftent creature 
had expired in my arms. M. Dard and M. 
Thomas instantly buried him, for his body had al- 
' ready become putrid. We took great care to con- 
ceal his death from his brother, who, having a 
'mind superior to his age, would doubtless have 
been greatly affected. Nevertheless, on the fol- 
lowing day, poor Charies inquired where his bro- 
ther Gustavus was; M. Dard, who was sitting 
near his bed, told him he was. at school ; lint he 
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di6<Sov«red the dieat, and ened, wee^i^, that he. 
wished a hat to go to school^ and see if Gustavus 
vaa really living. M. Dard had the kindness to 
^ and purchase him one to qniet him, which, 
/when he saw, he- was satisfied, and waited till the 
morrow to go and see if his hrother was at schooL 
This yomig victim to misery dragged out his me- 
lancholy existence during two months ; and about 
the end of October we had this nasfortane of losing 
him also* 

This last blow phmged me into a gloomy me^ 
lancholy. I was indifferent to every thing. I had 
seen, in three months, nearly all my relations die. 
A young orphan (Alphonso Fleury), oar cousin, 
aged five years, to whom my father was tutor, and 
whom he had always considered as his own child, 
my sister Caroline, and myself, were all that re- 
mained of the unfortunate Heard family, who, on 
setting ou^ for Africa, consisted of nine. We, 
too, had nearly followed, our dear parents to the 
grave. Our friends, however, by liieir great care 
and attention, got us by degrees to recover our 
composure, and chased from otur thoughts the 
cruel recollections which afflicted us. We reco- 
vered our tranquillity, and dared at last to cherish 
the hope of seeing more fortunate days. That 
hope was not delusive. Our benefactor, M. Dard, 
since then having become my husband, gathered 
together the wrecks of our wretched family, and 
has proved himself worthy of being a father to us. 
My sbter Caroline afterwards married M. Richard, 
agricultural botanist, attached to the agricultural 
establishment of the colony. ' 

Leaving Senegal with my husband and the 

N 2 
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yoang Alpbonso Fleiixy, my coaBin, on board btt 
Majesty's ship M6iiagere, on the 18th Koyember 
1820, we safely arrived at X'Orient oi the 3 1st 
Decembw following.. A few days after our land- 
ring, we went to Paris, where we remained two 
.months. At last we reached my husband's native 
place, at Bligny-sons-Beaune, in the department 
of the Cote d'Or, idiere I have had the happiness 
of finding new relations whose tender friendship 
consoles me in part for the loss of those of whom 
eniel death depriyed me in AMca. 



APPENDIX. 



The following is the substance, abridged from 
MM. Correai'd and Savigny, of what took place 
on the Raft during thirteen days before the Suf" 
ferers were taken up by the Argus Brig. 



After the boats had disappeared, the consternation be- 
came extreme. All the horrors of thirst and famine pass- 
ed before our imaginations; besides, we had to contend 
with a treacherous element, which already covered the half 
of our bodies. The deep stupor of the soldiers and sail- 
ors instantly changed to despair. A1! saw their inevitable 
destruction, and expressed by their moans the dark thoughts 
which brooded in their minds. Our words were at first 
unavailing to quiet their fears, which we participated with 
them, but which A greater strength of mind enabled us to 
dissemble* At last, an tinmoved countenance, and our 
proflRered consolations, quieted them by degrees, but could 
not entirely dissipate tbe terror with which they were 
seized. 

When tranquillity was a little restored, we began to 
search about the raft ft>r the charts, the compass, and the 
anchor, which we presumed had been placed upon it, after 
what we had been told at the ttmfe of quitting the frigate. * 

* M. Corr^ard, fearing that on the event of tbsir being 
separated from the boats by any unforeseen accident, call- 
ed from the raft to an officer on board the frigate, ** ^Are 
we in a condition to toke the route ?^have we instru- 
ments and charts ? " got the following reply : " Yes, yes, 
I have provided for you ever^ necessary. " M. Corrcard 
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These things, of the first importance, bad hot been placed 
upon our machine. Above ali, the want of a compass the 
most alarmed us, and we gave vent to our rage and ven-> 
geance. M. Corrdard then remembered he had seen one 
in the hands of one a( the principal workmen under his 
command ; he spoke to the man, who replied, *< Yes, yes* 
I have it with me. ** This information transported us with 
joy, and we believed that our safety depended upon this 
futile resource : it was about the size of a crown-piece, 
and very incorrect. 'Jliose who have not been in situa- 
tions in which iheir existence was exposed to extreme pe- 
ril, can have but a faint knowledge of the price one attacbca ' 
then to the simplest objects — with what avidity one seizes 
the slightest means capable of mitigating the rigour of that 
late i^inet which they contend. The compass was given 
to the commander of the raft, but an accident deprived us 
of it forever : it fell, and disappeared between the pieces 
of wood which formed our machine. We had kept it but 
a few hours, and, after its loss, had nothing now to-guide 
us but the rising and setting of the tun- 

We had all gone afloat without takmg any food. Hun- 
ger beginning to be imperiously felt, we nuxed our paste 
of sea-biscuit * with a little wine, and distributed it thus 
prepared. Such was our first meal, and the best we had» 
during our stay upon the raft. 

An order, according to our numbers, was ests^lisbed 
for the distribution' of our miserable provisions^ The r»» 
tion of wine was fixed at three quarters »-day. f We 
will speak no more of the biscuit, it having been entirely 
consumed at the first distribution. The day passed away 
sufficiently tranquil. We talked of the means by which 
we would save ourselves ; we spdke of it as a certain cir- 
cumstance, which reainimated t>ur courage ; and we sus»> 

«gain called to him, «* MTho was to be their commander ? * 
when the same officer said, «* 'Tis I ; I will be with you 
in an instafkt; " but he instantly went and sealed himseir^ 
in one of the boats ! — Trans. 

"* Tbe biscuit had fallen into the sea, and was widi dif- 
ficulty recovered. — Traks. 

f The original French is trots quarts f which eertainTy 
■eannot mean three quarts. In all probebiKty it is three 
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tained that of the soldiers, by cherishing in them the hops 
t»f being able, in a short while, to revenge themselves on 
those who bad so basely abandoned us. This hope of ven- 
geance, it must be avowed, equally animated us all ; and 
we poured out a thousand imprecations against those who 
bad left us a prey to so much misery and danger. 

The officer who commanded the raft being unable t6 
move, M, Savigny took upon himself the duty of erecting 
the mast. He caused them to cut in two one of the poles 
of the frigate's masts, and fixed it with the rope which had 
served to tow us, and of which we made stays and shrowds. 
I^ was placed on the anterior third of the raft. We put 
up for a sail the main-top-gaHant, which trimmed very 
'well, but was of very little use, except when the wind 
served from behind ; and to keep the raft in this course, 
wc were obliged to trim the sail as if the breeze blew 
athwart us. 

In the evening, our hearts and our prayers, by a feeling 
natural to the unfortunate, Were turned towards Heaven. 
Surrounded by inevitable dangers, we addressed that invi- 
sible Being who has established, and. who maintains the 
order of the universe. Our vows were fervent, and we 
experieoced from our prayers the cheering influence of 
hope. It is necessary to have been in similar situations, 
before one can rightly imagine what a charm it is to the 
' heart of the sufferer the sublime idea of a God protecting 
the unfortunate ! 

One consoling thought still soothed our imaginations. 
We persuaded ourselves that the little division had gone 
. to the isle of Arguin, and that after it had set a part of its 
people on shore, the rest would return to our assistance : 
we endeavoured* to impress this Idea on our soldiers and 
sailors, which quieted tbehi. The night came without oUr 
hope being realized ; the wind freshened, and the sea was 
considerably swelled. What a horrible night ! The thought 
of seeing the boats on the morrow, a little consoled our 
men, the greater part q£ whom, being unaccustomed with 
the sea, fell on one another at each movement of the raft. M. 
Savigny, seconded by some people who Still preserved their 
presence of mind amidst the disorder, stietched cords across 
.the raft, by which'the men held, and were belter able to re- 
sist the swell of the sea : some were even obliged to fasten 
themselves. In the middle- of the night the weather was 
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very rough ; ;J>uge waves burst upon us, tometboes over- 
turning us with great vioieilce, ,The cries of the men, 
mingled with the roaring of the flood* whilst the terrible 
sea raised us at every, instant from the raft^ and threateaed 
to t^weep us away. This scene was rendered still niore ter«> 
rible,' by the horrors inspired bv the darkness of the night. 
Suddenly we believed vre saw nres in the distance at Inter- 
vals. We had had the precaution to hang at the top of the 
mast, the gun-powder and pistols whidi we had broagiit 
from the frigate.- We made signals by burning a. large 
quantity of cartridges > ^c. even nred some pistols, but it 
seems ,the fire we saw, was nothing but an error of visioay 
or, perhaps, nothing more than ,the sparlUing of the waye^ 

Vfe struggled with death during th^' whole of , the nighty 
holding ^rmly by the rdjpes which were made very secure. 
Tosse4 by (he waves from the. back to the frOnt, and fro^ 
the front to the back, and sometimes precipitated into the 
sea; floating between life and death, mourning our misfor- 
tunes, certain of perishing; we disputed, nevertheless, the 
remainder of our existence, with that cruel element whick 
threatened to ingulf us. Such was our condition till day- 
break. At every instant were . .heard the lamentable, cries 
of the^diers and sa,iIorB ; they prepared for death, bidding 
farewell to one another, imploring the protection of heaVeo, 
and addressing fervent prayers to Ood. Every one made 
vows to him, in spite of thje certainty of never being able to 
accomplish them. Frightful situation \ How is it possible 
to have any-idea of it, which will not fall far short of tbe 
reality! '. : , 

Towards seven in the morning the sea fell a little, the 
wind l^dw v^ith less fury ; but what a scene presented itself 
to our view ! Ten or twelve unfortuna!te% having their in- 
ferior extremities fixed in the openings between the pieces 
of the raft, had perished by.bcti^ unable to disengage 
tlieinselves ; several others were swept away by the vie- 
lence of the sea. At the hour of repast, we took the num- 
bers anew ; we had lost twenty men. We will not affirm 
that this was the etact number; for w;e perceived some 
soldiers who, to have more than their share, took rati<Mn 
for two, and even tliree ; we were so huddled together, that 
wc found it absolutely impossible to prevent this-abuse. 

In the midst of these horrors a touching scene of filial 
piety drew our tears. Two young men raised and recc^- 
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rflsed thpir lither, who had failen, aiid was lying insensible 
among the fedt of the people. They believed him at first 
dead, and' their despair was expressed in the most afflict- 
ing manner. It was perceived, however, that lie still 
breathed^ and every assistance was rendered for his recovery 
in our power. He slowly revived, and was restored to 
lSi«,'and to the prayers of his sons, who supported him 
closely, folded in thdir anna. Whilst our hearts were 
ioi^^ned fay thisaiTecJting episode in our melancholy adven- 
fnres, we bad isoon to witness the sad spectacle ' of ai dark' 
contrast. fTwo ship>bojs aiid a baker feared not to seek 
death, and threw themselves into th)? sea, after having bid 
farewell to theif companions in misfoilunfe. Already the 
hiinds of our people were sincutarly altered;' som^ be- 
lieved fh'ey saw land, others ships which wefe comfng to 
save us ; all talked aloud of their fallacious visions. '^ 

We lamented the Ibss or oiir uhfortuniate companions*. 
At tbjs moment Ve 'were far from anticipating the still 
pbcrd texlAble scene Which took placd on the foftowing 
nigbt; fkr from that, we enjoyed a positive Satisfaction^ 
ao well were we persuaded that the boats would return td 
our assistance. Tlie day was line, and the most perfect 
tranquillity reigned all liie while On t>ilr riUl 'The eveni 
faig came, and no boats appeared. Despondency began 
again to seise our men, and then a spirit of insubordina- 
tion manif(B»ted' itself ih crfes of rage. The voice of the 
officers was entirely disregarded. Night feliyapidly in, 
the aky was obscured by dark clouds; tii'e wind 'which, 
during the whole of the day, had blown rather violently^ 
became furious ahd swelled the sea, which in an instant 
became very rough. ' ' *' - 

Hie prec^itg iiight had been frightful, but this w^ 
«ti]l more so, Mountains of water covered us at every 
instant, and burst with fury into the midst of us. Very 
fortunately we had the wind frdm behind, and the strength 
of the sea-wnAs i. K^tle broken by' the rapidity iifrith whicti 
we were driveti before it. we wei;e' impelled towards 
■the land. The men, from the violence of the sea, were 
hurried 6t>m the back to the front;' ^e'were obliged to 
keep to the centre, the firmest part of the raft, and those 
tvho could not get there almost all perished. Before and 
behind the waves dashed impetuously, and swept awiiy 
the men in spite of all their resistance. At the centre the 
pressure wasr such,' that sonde unfortunates W^rc suffocate 
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by tli€ weight of their comrades, wlio fell upon, them at 
every instant. The oflBcers kept by the foot of the little 
mast,, and were obliged every moment to call to thob<^ 
around tliem to go to the one or the other side to avoid the 
wave ; for the sea coming nearly athwart us» gave our raft 
nearly a perpendicular position, to counteract which they 
were forced to throw themselves upon the side raised by 
the sea. 

The soldiers and sailors, frightened by the presence of 
almost inevitable danger, doubted not that they had reach- 
ed their last hour. Firmly believing they' were, lost, they 
resolved to soothe their last moments by diinkin^ till they 
lost their reason. ' We had no power to oppose this di&< 
order. They seized a cask which was in the centre of the 
raft, made a hole in the end of it, and, with small tin 
cups, took each a pretty large quantity ; but Uiey were 
obliged to cease, for the sea- water rushed into the hole they 
had made. The fumes of the wine failed not to disorder 
their brains, already weakened by the presence of danger 
and want of food* Thus excited, these men became deaf 
(o the voice of reason. They wished to involve, in one 
common ruin, all their companions in misfortune. They 
avowedly expressed their intention of freeing themselved 
from their officers, who, they said, wished to. oppose their 
design; and then to destroy the raft, by cutting the ropes 
which united its different parts. Immediately after, they 
resolved to put their plans in execution. One of then^ 
advanced upon the side of the raft with a boarding-axe» 
and began to cut the cords. This waa the signal of re- 
volt. We stepped forward to prevent these insane mor- 
tals, and he who was armed with the hatchet, with which 
he even threatened an officer, fell the first victim ; a stroke 
of a sabre terminated his existence. 

This man was an Asiatic, aiid a soldier in a colonial 
regiment. Of a colossal stature, short hair, a nose esr- 
tremely large, an enormous mouth, dark complexion, be 
made a niost hideous appearance. At first he had placed 
himself in tlie middle of the ratu and, at each blow of bia 
fist, knocked down every one who opposed him ; he in- 
spired the greatest terror, and none durst approach him. 
Had there been six such, our destruction would have been 
c^ertain. 

Some men, anxious to prolong their .existence, armed 
and united themselves with those who wished to preserve 
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lUt 'itih ; ftmoB'g this number were some subaltern officers 



and many passengers. ' IW rebels drew their sabres, and 
diose who had none armed Uiemselves with knives. They 
Advanced in a determined manner ujion us ; we stood on 
our defence ; the attack comment^ Animated by de- 
iqpair, one of them aimed a stroke at an officer ; the rebel 
instantly fell, pierced with wounds. This firmness awed 
them for an instant, but diminished nothing of their rage* 
They ceased to advance, epd withdrew, presenting to us 
a fronts bristling with sabves and bayonets, to' thie back 
pert of the raft to execute their plan. One of them feign- 
ed to rest lumself on the small railings on tha sides of tha 
raft, and with a knife began cutting the cords. Being 
told by a servant^ one of us sprung upon him. 'A soldier, 
-Slashing to defend htm, struck at the officer with his knife* 
which onl^ pierced his coat ; the officer wheeled round« 
aeized his adversary, and threw both him and his comrade 
iaio the sea.. \ 

There had been as yet but partial affairs : the combat 
tiecBme general. Some one cried to lower the sail; a 
atowd of infuriated mortals threw themselves in an instant 
^lon the haulyards, the shrouds, and cut them, llie 
iill of tihe mast almost broke the thi^ of a captain of in- 
.Aotry, who fell insensible. He was seized by the soldiers, 
who threw Inm into the sea. We saved him, and placed 
him on a barreli whence he was taken by the rebels, who 
wished to put out his eyes with a penknife. Exasperated 
by so mudb brutidity, we no longer restrained ourselves^ 
but rushed in upon ihem, and charged them with fury. 
Sword In hand we traversed the line which the soldiers 
formed^ and many paid with their lives the errors of their 
revolt Various passengers, during these cruel momentSi 
evinced the greatest courage and coolness. 
. M. Corr^ud fell into a sort of swoon ; but hearing at 
evsiy instant the cries. To arm$ I with tu, comrades ; we 
are lost / joined with the g^roans and imprecations of the 
wounded and dying, was soon roused from bis lethargy. 
All this horrible tumult speedily made him comprehend 
liow necessary it was to be upon his guard. Armed with 
lua sabre, he gathered together some of his workmen on 
the front of the raft, and there charged them to hurt no 
jone, unless they were attacked. He almost always re- 
mained with them ; and several times they had to defend 
tbemselves. against Ihe rebels, who^ swiomiing round to 
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the point of the raft, pUced M. Gorriuwl amA hik lillf« 
troop between two dangers, and made t|ieir pQsitum^eiy 
dilSeuU to defend. At every instant be wag exposed to 
men armed with krtiyes, sabres, and bayonets. Many hadi 
carabines which they' wielded as dubs. * Every effort was 
made to stop them, by holding them off at tfie point of 
their swords; but, in spite of the repugnance tb^ expe- 
rienced in fighting with their wretched countrymeb, they 
were compelled to use thdr arins without mttrcy. JSfany 
of the mutineers att«lcked with fury, aiid they were oidig^ 
ed to repel them in the same manner. Some of the \^ 
Itburers received severe wounds iii this action. Tlieir 
commander could show « great number received in the 
difierent engagements. At laist their united efforts pre>^ 
vailed in difq^ersing this mass who had attacked th^na wiili 
such fury. • » 

' During this combat^ M.- Corr6ard:tv'aa told by one of 
his workmen who remained faithful, that one of their conU 
fades, named Domihtl^tie, had goheiov^er ti»-tiiet«bei%and 
that they had seitied «nd thrown him * into the fiea. Im^ 
mediately forgetting the ftiult andtreftson of this man, he 
threw himsieflf In at the place wbenoiB t^e voice of tba 
wretch wasbtard calling for astistiuiice, imtadhim by €bk 
hair, and hai) t)ie ^ood fortune to restore hiin be .boenK. 
Dominique hod got Several sabre pounds in a cbai^, oat 
Of which'hlid laid bjten his head. In spite of the dark4> 
hess we found <tut the ivound, which -seemed very laige. 
One oT^tfae workmen gave his handkerchief to bind and 
stop the blood.'' Our cai^ recoveiied t}ie wretch; but^ 
^h<?n he bad ccdlected strength, tbe -ungiatrftiil Dpou^ 
nique/ forgetting at once bis duty and $he signid. service 
which we mid rendered him, wen^ and rpjoined'die ti^beli, 
So much ba^ene^ and insanity did not go unsevengeds 
hnd soon afler'he found, in a fresh assault, tb«k death from 
Which he was not worthy to be saved, but which he.n|%bt 
fn all probability have avoided, if, true tohonoiiraiidgre* 
titude, tie had remained among us. 

Just at the mbment-we ftniahed dressing the «abiuids of 
Dominique, another . voice vi'as heard. It wns thet >of . tb^ 
unfortunate femate«wiiO.Was with. us «n the rist^vid when 
the infuriated being$ had^ thfbwn4ntb the. sea, a». wdl * as 
iter husband, who had defended - her witfi<?ouf^D^ M. 
C^orr^ard, in despait^ at seeing two unfortunaites pefishi 
whose pitiful cries, espeiially-tlle v^ommn% pierced hU 
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ftevrt, seized a large rope whicit he found on the fnont^ 
the raft) which he fastened round his middle, and throw- 
ing himself a second time into the seaj was again so forw 
tunate as to save tiie woman, who invoked, with all her 
might, the assistance of our Lady of Land. Her husband 
was rescued at' the same time by the head workman, 
Laviletie. We laid these unfortunates upon . th^' dead 
bodies, supporting their backs witfi a barreL . In a short 
while .tliey recovered their senses. The fiist tfaiiig the 
woman did was to acquaint herself with the mune of the 
person ii^ho saved her, and to express to him her liveliest 
gratitude. FSflding, doUl>tlesB, that her words. but ill ex- 
pressed hfer feelfngsr she recollected she had in her pocket 
a little snuff, and instantly offered it to himy-^t.^as idl 
she posse^tod. Toudied with the gift, but unable to use 
it, M. Correard gave it to a poor sailor, which served him 
^T three or four days. But it is impossible for us to.d^ 
sNcribe a fidll more affecting scene^'^'-Mthe. joy this tinforti^ 
hate couple testiified, when they had sufficiently recovered 
their senses,* at finding they were both saved. . 
r The rebels being repulsed, as it. has been stated above; 
left US a little' repose. The moon lighted with her me* 
lancholy ray^ ifats disastrous raft, this narrow space^ on 
which were found nitited so many tortuniig anxieties, so 
many cruel misfortunes, a madness so insensate^ a courage 
so fietoiic, and the most generoiis-^the most amiable sen- 
timents of nature and. humanity. . ■ 

The man laid wife, who had been but a little before 
8tabbed*wiih swords and bayonets, and tKrowiL both toge- 
ther into a -stormy sea, could scarcely credit their senses 
when they found themselves in one, another's arms. The 
woman was^'a native of the Upper Alps,' whidi place she 
had'left'tw^nty-foul' years.befoi«, and during which tinie 
she had foflowed the French arinfei; in the dtmpaigns in 
Italy, and cftfaerplabes,' as a sutler; : ** Therefore preserve 
my life, " said she to M. Correard, «* you see I am^ an 
usefiil wi>mad. : Ah ! if yoii knew how often I have Ven- 
^)i«d 'upon- Uie. field of battldj and braved death to carry 
Msistanoe to our gallant men. Whether they had money 
or not, I always let them have my goods. Smnedmes a 
battle would deprive me of my poot debtors, but after 
the victory; others would pay me double or triple for what 
<lr«y had coQBumed before the engajj^m^t^ Thus I came 
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in for a share of. their Tictoriea. " Unfortiinate woman I 
she little knew what a horrible fate awaited her ammig^ 
us \ They felt, they expressed so vividly that happinesa 
which they alas so shortly enjoyed, tiiat it would have 
drawn tears from the most obdutate heart. But in thai 
borriUe moment, when we sc9rcely breadied from the 
most furious attack,— yhen we were obliged to, be con- 
tittually on our guard, not only against Ihe violence of the 
men, but a most boisterous sea, few among us had time 
to attend to scenes of conjugal affection. 

After this second check, the rage of the soUien waq 
suddenly appeased, and gave place to the most abject 
cowardice. Several threw themselves at our feet, and im^ 
pilored our pardon, which was instantly granted. Tlunk-< 
ing that order vras reestablished, we returned to our sta« 
tion on the centre of the raft, only taking^ the precaution 
oF keeping our arms. We, however, had soon to prow 
the impossibility of counting on the permanoure of angfi 
honest sentiment in tlie hearts of these brings; 

It was nearly midnight ; and after an .hour of apparent 
tranquillity, the soldiers rose afresh. Their nilnd was en- 
tirely gone ; they ran upon us in despair with knives and 
sabres in their hands. As they vet llnd fdl their phypici^ 
strength, and besides'were armed* we were obliged agun 
to stand on our defence. Their revolt became still more 
dangerous, as, in their delirium, they were entirely deaf 
to ti)e voice of reason. They attacked us, we charged 
them in odt turn, and immediately the mft was strewed 
with their dead bodies. Those of our adversaries wrho had 
no weapons endeavoured to tear us with their sharp teeth.- ■ 
' Many of us were cruelly bitten. M. Savigny was torn on 
the legs and the shoulder ; he afao received a wound on 
the right arm, which deprived' him of the use of his fourth 
and little Anger for a long while. Many others wero 
wound^ ; and many cuts were found in our clothes firaot 
knives and sabres. 

One of our workmen was also seised by four of the re* 
bels, who vrislied to throw him into the sea. One of them 
bad laid hold of his right leg, and had bit most unmerd* 
fully the tendon above the heel ; others were striking him 
with great slashes of their sabres, and with the but end of 
their guns, when his cries made us hasten to his assistances 
In this affair, the brave Lavilette, ex^seijeant of the 
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fodt aitSllery of the Old ^liard, behaved with a courage 
iforthy of the greatest praise^ He rtlshed upon the in- 
fhriated beings in the manner of M. Cofr^ard, and soon 
snatched the workman from the danger which menaced 
Mm. Some sUort While after, ii? s fresh attack Of the re- 
bels, sub-lieutenant liozach fell into their hands. In 
their delirium, they had taken him for Lieutenant Dan- 
glas, • of whom we have formerly spoken, and who had 
idlMindoned the raft at the- moment when we were quitting 
the frigate. The troop, to a man, eagerly sought this 
ojfficer, who had seen little service, and Whom they re- 
proached for haying used them ill during the time they 
garrisoned the Isle of Bhe. We believed this officer 
lost, but hearing his voice, we soon found it still possible 
to save him. Immediately MKf. Clairet, Savigny, L'Heu- 
reux, Lavilette^ Goudin, Correard, and some workmen, 
Ibrmed tliemselves into small platoons, and rushed upon 
Ihe Insurgents with great impetuosity, overturning every 
one in their way, and retook M. Lozach, and placed him 
on tlie centre of the raft. 

• The preservation of this officer cost us infinite diffi- 
etiHy. £very moment the soldiers demanded be should 
be delivered to them, designating him always by the name 
iS/t Danglas. -We endeavoured to make them compre- 
hend Uieir mistake, and told them ^at they themselves 
had seen the person for whom they sought return on board 
tfHe frigate. They w^e insensible to every tiling we said ; 
etery thing before them was Daoglas ; they saw him per- 
petually, and fmiously and unceasingly demanded his 
head. It was only by force of arms we succeeded in re- 
pressing their rage, and qnietinj^ their dreadful cries of. 
death. 

Horrible night ! thou shrouded • with thy gloomy veil 
these frightful comA)ats, over which presided the cruel de- 
mon of despair. 

We had also to tremble for the life of M. Coudin. 
Wound^ and fatigued by the attacks which he had sus- 

* Danglaa had gone upon the raft at first, on which 
hla post had been assigned ; *' but when he saw the dan- 
ger which he ran upon this frightful machine, he instant- 
ly quitted it on preteiKe of having forgot something on 
bodu'd, and never returned. *!— Tkans. . 

o 2 
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tuned with us, and in which' he had shown a courage 8u« 
perior to every thing, he was resting himself on a harr^,- 
holding in his arms a young sailor boy of twelve years of 
age, to whom he had attached himself. The mutineers 
seized him with his barrel, and threw him into the sea 
with the boy, whom he still held fast In spite of his bur- 
den, he had the presence of mind to lay hold of the raft, 
and to save himself from this extreme peril. 

We cannot yet comprehend how a handful of men 
should have been able to resist such a number so moo* 
sitrously insane. We are sure we were not more than 
twenty to combat all these madmen. Let it nol^ however, 
be imagined, that in the midst of all these dimgers we 
had Reserved our reason entire. Fear, anxiety, and the 
most cruel privations, had greatly changed our intelleo- 
tual faculties. But being somewhat less insane than the 
unfortunate soldiers, we energetically opposed their de- 
termination of cutting, the cords of the raft. Permit us 
now to make some observations concerning the difllerent. 
sensations with which we were a£feoted. 

During the first day, M; Griffon entirely lost his senses. 
He threw himself into the sea, but M. Savigny saved htm- 
with his own hands. His words were vague and uncoil-, 
nected. A second time he threw himself in, but^ by a 
sort of instinct, kept hold of the cross pieces of the nift, 
and was again saved. 

The following is what M. Savigny experienced in the 
beginning of the night. His eyes closed in spite of him-. 
self, and he felt a general drowsiness. In this condition 
the most delightful visions flitted across his imaginatioiu 
He saw around him a country covered with the most beaa— 
tiful plantations, and found himself in the midst of obfects 
delightful to his senses. Nevertheless, he reasoned con- 
ceming his condition, and felt that courage alone could 
withdraw him from this species of non-existence. He de- 
manded some wine from the master-gunner, who got it 
for him, and he recovered a little from this state of 8ta-> 
por. If the unfortunates who were assailed with these 
primary sym))toms had not strength to withstand them* 
their deaUi was certain. * Some became furious ; others 
threw themselves into the sea, bidding farewell to their 
comrades with the utmost coolness. Some said — '< Fear 
nothing; I am going to get you assistance^ and wdU re* 
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torn in a short while. *' In the midflt of this general madr 
neas, some wretches were seen rushing upon their oom- 
piuuons, sword in hand; demanding a wing of a chicken and 
some bread to appease the hunger which consumed them ; 
others asked for their hammocks to go, they said, between the 
deek$ of ike frigate to take a little rejiose. Many believed 
they were still on the deck of the Medusa, surrounded by 
the same objects they there saw daily. Some saw 8hip% and 
called to them for assistance, or a fine harbour, in the dis- 
tance of which was an elegant city. M. Corr^d thought 
he was tvaYelling through the beautiful fields of Italy, 
An officer said to him^-" I recollect we have been aban- 
doned by the boats ; but fear nothing. I am going to 
write to the governor, and in a few hours we sluul be s»- 
▼ed« *' M. Corr£ard replied in the same tone, and as if 
he had been in his ordinary condition. — <* Have you a 
pigeon to carry your orders with buch celerity ? *' The 
cries and the confusion soon roused us from this languor ; 
but when tranquillity was somewhat restored, we again 
fell into the same drowsy condition. On the morrow, we 
felt as if we- had awoke from a. painful dream, and asked 
at our companions, if, during their sleep, they had not 
. seen combats, and beard cries of despair. Some replied^ 
that the same visions bad tiontinuaUy tcHnnented them, and 
that they were exhausted unth fatigue. Every one belie- 
ved he was deceived by the illusions of a horrible dream. 

After these different combats, overcome with toil, ^vith 
want of food and sleep, we laid, ourselves down and re- 
posed till the morrow dawned, and. showed us the horror 
<if the scene. A great number In their ddliium had 
thrown themselves into the sea, Wo found that sixty oc 
sixty-five had perished during the night A fourth part at 
least) we supposed, had drowned lh«9iselves in .i|}e«patr. 
We only lost two of our own -nuiQliers, neither of whoia 
were officer*. The deepest dejection was painted on every 
face ; each, having recovered himself, ' could now feel ihe 
horrors of his situation .; and sonie of us, shedding tears 
of despair, bitterly deplored the rigour <if. our fate* 

A ne^ misfortune was now reyealed t<f us. During 
the tumult, the rebels had thrown into the sea two barrele 
of wine, and the oa]y two casks of water which we had 
upon the raft. Two casks of wine had been consumed 
thie fky befofe> M|d. only one was left* We w«re more 
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than sixty in number, and we were" obliged to put our- 
selves on half rations. ^ 

At brealc of day, the sea calmed, which permitted ua 
again to erect our mast. When it was replaced, we made 
a distribution of wine. The unhappy soldiers murmured 
and blamed us for ]|!>rivattons which we equally endured 
with them. They 'fell exhausted. We had taken nothing 
for forty-eight hours, and we had been obliged to struggle 
continually against a strong sea. We could, like them, 
hardly support ourselves ; courage alone made us still act. 
We i-esdlved to employ every possible means to catch fish, 
and, collecting all the hooks Itnd eyes from tiie soldiers, 
made ^sh-hook^ of them, but all was of no avail. The 
currents carried our lines under the raft, where they got 
entangled. We bent a bayonet to catch sharks ; one bit 
at it, and straightened it, and we abandoned our project. 
Sbraething was absolutely necessary to sustain our mise- 
rable existence, and we tremble with horror at being ob* 
Itged to tell that of which we made use. We feel our pen 
ikli from our hands : a mortal cold congeals all our mem- 
bers, and our hair bristles erect on our foreheads. Read- 
ers! we implore you, feel not indignant towards men al- 
ready overloaded with misery. Pity their condition, and 
shed a tear of sorrow for their deplorable fate. 

The wretches, whom death had spared during the dis- 
astrous night we haVe described, seized upon die dead bo- 
dies trith whidi the- raft was covered, cu|^ing them up by 
slices, which some even instantly devoured. Many ne* 
vertheless refrained. Almost all the officers were of this 
number. Seeing that this monstrous food had revived the 
strengdi of those who had used tt, it was proposed to dry 
it, to make it a little more palatable. Those who had 
firmness to abstain from it, took an additional ^entity of 
wine. We endeavoured to eat shoulder-belts and cartouch- 
bOxes, and contrived to swallow some small bits of them. 
Some eat linen : others the leathers of the hats, on which 
was a little gprease, or rather dht. We had recourse to 
many expedients to prolong our miserable existence, to 
recount which* would only disgust the heart of huma- 
nity. 

The day was calm and beautiful. A ray of hope beom- 
•d for a moment to quiet our agitation. We still expected 
to see the boats or tome ships, and addressed our praycM 
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to the TA€naX, on whom we placed our trust The hall 
of our men were extremely feeble, and bore upon th^ 
faces the stamp of approaciung dissolution. The evening 
arrived, and we found no hdp. The darkness of the third 
night augmented our fears, but the wind was still, and the 
sea less agitated. The sun of the fourth morning since our 
departure shone upon our disaster, and showed us ten ok 
twelve of our companions stretched lifeless upon the raft* 
This sight struck us most forcibly, as it told us we would 
be soon extended in the sa^ie manner in the same place. 
We gave their bodies to the sea for a grave, reserving only 
one to feed those who, but the day before, had held hu( 
trembling hands, and sworn to him eternal frioodship; 
This day was beautiful. Our souls, anxious for more de» 
lightful sensations, were in harmony with the aspect of the 
heavens, and got again a new ray of hope. -Towards four 
in the afternoon, an unlooked for event happened which 
gave us some consolation. A shoal of flying fi^ passed 
under our raft, and as there were an infinite number of 
openings between the pieces which composed i1^ the fish 
were entangled in great quantities. We threw ourselves 
upon tiiem* and captured a c^nsidemble number. We 
Cook about two hundred and put them in an empty barrel ; 
we opened them as we caught them, and took out what is' 
called their milt. This food seemed delicious ; but one 
man would have required a thousand. ^ Our first emo« 
tion was to give to God renewed thanks for this unhoped 
for favour. 

An ounce of gunpowder having been found in the 
morning, was dried in the sun during the day, which was 
very fine ; a steel, gun-flints, and tinder made ako a part 
of ^ same parceL After a good deal of difficulty we set 
fire to some fra^ents of dry linen. . We made a large 
opening in^the side of an empty cask, and placed at the 
bottom of it several wet things, and upon this kind of 
scaflTolding we set our fire ; ail of which we placed on a 
barrel that the sea^water might not extinguish it. We 
cooked some fish and eat them with extreme avidity ; but 
our hunger was such,, and our portion so small, that we 
added to it some of the sacrilegious viands, which the 



* These fish are very small* the largest not equal in siz^ 
IP a small herring. 
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fcoDkitig rendered lesis revolting. This some of tbe bfiUser^ 
touched for the first time. Froin this day we continued to 
eat it ; but we could no longer dress it» the means of mak- 
ing a fire having beeil entirely lost ; the barrel having 
caught fire we extinguished it without being able to pre- 
serve any thing to rekindle h on the moi^ow. The powdor 
and tinder were entirely done: This meal gave ua all ad- 
ditional strength to support our fatigues. 'Ilie ntght was 
tolerable, and would have been happy^ had it not been 
signalixed by a new massacre. 

Some Spaniards, Italians, and negroes, had formed « 
plot to thtow us all into the stia. The negroes had told 
thein that they were very near the shore, and that, when- 
there, they would enable them to traverse Africa virithout 
danger. We htid to take to 6ur arms again, the sailors, 
who had reniained faithful to us, pcnnting obt to us the 
conspirators. The first signal for battle. was gifen by a 
Spaniard, who, placing hinttelf behind the mast; holding 
fast by it, made the sign of the Cross with tine band, in- 
voking the name of God, and with the other held a knife« 
The sailors sdzed hini and threw him into the sea. An 
Italian, servant to an officer of the troops, who was in the 
plot, sfeeiUg all was discovered, armed himself with the 
only boarding axe left on the raft, made his retreat to the 
front, enveloped hiniself in a piece of drapery he #bre a- 
cross bis breast, and of his bwn' accord threw Ifimseif into 
the sea. Tbe rebels nished forward to aVenge their com- 
rades; a terrible conflict again commenced; both sides 
foQgfat with desperate fury'; and soon the fatal rait was 
strewed with dkid bodies and blood; which should have been 
she^ by other hands, and in aiiother cause. In this tumult 
we heard them again demanding, with horrid rage, the head 
of Lrieut DangUs ! In this assdult the unfortunate ^utier 
wHs a second time thrown into the sea. M. C^ou^n; a»» 
fiisted by some workmen, saved lier, to prolong Smt a little 
while her torments and her existence: 

In this terrible night Lavillette failed not tb gi^e proofi 
of the rarest intrepidity. It was to him and some of diose 
who have survived the sequel of our misfortunes, that W9 
owed oiir safety. At last, aflter unheard of efibrts, the re* 
bels were once more repulsed, and quiet restored. Having 
escaped this new danger^ we endeavoured to get some ««- 
pose. The day at length dawned iipbn us fur tbe fifth time* 
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!We wm now no more than thirty in number. "We had 
loiit four or five of Dur faithful sailorp, aiid those who sur- 
vived were in the most deplorable condition* The sea- 
water bad ahnost entirely excoriated the skin of our lower 
extremities ; we were covered with contusions or wounds, 
which, irritated by the salt water, extorted from us the 
inobt piercing cries. About twenty of us only yrere capa- 
ble of standihg uprieht or walking. Almost all bur fish 
was exhausted ; we nad but fpur days* supply of wine \ in 
four days, said we, nothing v«4ll be left, and death will be 
inevitable. Thus came the seventh' day of our abandon- 
ment. In the course of the day two soldiers had glided 
behind the only barrel of wine that was left ; pierced it, 
and were drinking by means of a reed. We had sworii 
tha^ wose who' u^ such means should be punished witH 
death ; ^hich law was instantly put in execuiion, and the 
two transgressors were thrown ipto the sea. 

This same day saw the close of the life of a child named 
Leon, aged twelve years. He di^ like a lamp which 
ceasea to burn for waiit of aliment. All spoke in favour 
of this young and ainiable creature, who n^erited a better 
fate. His angelip form, his musical voice, the interest of 
an agi$ so teni&t> increased still more by the courage he 
liad shown, and the services he had performed, for he had 
already made in the precedingyear a' campaign in the East 
Indies, inspired us atl with the greatest pity for this young 
victim, devoted to so horrible and premature a death. Our 
old soldiers and all our people in general did every thing 
they could to prolong his existence, but all was in vain. 
Ketther the wine which they gave him without regret, noir 
all the means they employed, could arrest his melancholy 
cloom, And he expired, in the arms of M. Coudin, wlio had 
not ceased to give hini the most unweari^ attention. 'Whilst 
he had strength to move, he ran incessantly from one side 
to the other, loudly calling for his unhappy mother, for 
water and food. He trode indiscriniinately on the feet 
and legs of his companions in misfortune, who, in their 
turn, uttered sorrowful cries, but the$e were very rarely 
accompanied with menaces; they pardoned all which the 
poor boy had made them sufier. He was not in his senses, 
consequently could not be expected to behave as if be had 
had the use of his reason. • 

There' now remained but twenty-seven of us. - Filtecn 
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of that number teemed able to live jpet aome days; the 
rest, covered with large wounds, had almost entirely lost 
the use of their reason. They still, however, shared in the 
distributions, and would) before they died, consume thirty 
or forty bottles of wine, which to us were inestimable. We 
deliberated, that by putting the sick. on half allowance was 
but putting them to death by halves ; but after a counsel, 
at which presided the roost dreadful despair, it was decided 
they should be thrown into the sea. This means, however 
repugnant, however horrible it appeared to us, procured 
the survivors six days* wine. But after the decision was 
made, who durst execute it ? The habit of seeing death 
feady to devour us ; the certainty of our infallible destruc* 
tiun without this monstrous expedient ; all, in short, had 
hardened our hearts to every feeling but that of self-pre* * 
servation. Three sailors and a soldier took charge of this 
cruel business. We looked aside and died tears of blood 
M the fale of these unfortunates. Among them were the 
wretched Sutler and her husband. Both had been grieir. 
ously wounded in tlie different combats. The woman bad 
a thigh broken between the beams of the raft, and a stroke 
of a sabre had made a deep wound in the head of her hus- 
band. £very thing announced their approaching end. 
We console ourselves with, the belief tliat our cruel reso- 
lution shortened but a brief space the term of their exist- 
ence. Ye who shudder at the cry of outraged humanity, 
recollect, that it was other men, fellow-countrymen, com- 
rades, who had placed us in this awful situation ! 

This horrible expedient saved the fifteen who remained ; 
for when we were found by the Argus brig, we had very 
little wine left, and it was Uie sixth day after the cruel sa- 
crifice we have described. The victims, we repeat, had 
not more than forty-eight hours to live, and by keeping 
them on the raft, we would have been absolutely destitute 
of the means of existence two days before we were found. 
Weak as vre were, we considered it as a certain thing, that 
it would have been impossible for us to baye lived only 
twenty-four hours more without taking some food. After 
fl& catastrophe, we threw our arms into the sea ; they inspir- 
ed us with a horror we could not overcome. We only kept 
pae sabre, in case we had to cut some cordage or some 
piece of wood. 

A new event, for every thing was an event to wretches 



4a wbom Um world was r^lced to- the nacrow spaed of a 
JBew toises, and for wb^ni the winds and waves contended 
tn tb»r fiiry as thi^ floated above the abyss ; an event 
Wppened whicby^erted our minds from the horron of 
.our situatiooy^^l on a sudden a white butterfly, of a 
^species conmibn ia France, came fluttering above our 
heads, and settled on our sail. The first thought this lit- 
tle creature suggested was, that it was the harbinger of 
■approaching land, and we clung to the hope with a deli- 
jrium of joy. It was the ninth day we had been upon the 
jaft; the torments of hunger consumed our entrails; ai)d 
the soldiers «id sailors already devoured with haggard 
eyes this wretched prey, and seemed ready to dispute a- 
bout it. Others looking upon it as a messenger from 
Heaven, declared that they look it under their protection, 
and would suffer none to do it harm. It is certain wc 
could not be far from land, for the butterflies continued 
.to come on the following days, and flutter about our smi. 
.We had also on the same day another indication not less 
•positive, by a Gotland which flew around our raft. This 
^second visitor left us not a doubt that we were fast ap- 
proaching the African soil, and we persuaded ourselves 
we would be speedily thrown upon the coast by the force 
of the currents. 

This same day a new care employed us. Seeing we 
were reduced to so small a number, we collected all the 
Tittle strength we had left, detached some planks on the 
front of the raft, and, with some pretty long pieces of wood, 
raised on the centre a kind of platform, on which we re- 
iposed. All the effects we could collect were placed upon 
' it, and rendered to make it less hard ; which also prevent- 
.ed the sea from passing witli such facility through the 
spaces between the different planks, but the waves came 
across, and sometimes covered us completely. 

On this new theatre we resolved to meet death in 
a manner becoming Frenchmen, and with perfect resig- 
nation. Our time was almost wholly cpent in speaking 
'of our unhappy country. All our wishes, our last prayers> 
"were for the prosperity of France. Thus passed the last 
days of our abode upon the Raft. 

Soon after our abandonment, wcbore with comparative 
ease the immersions during the nights, which are very 
cold in Hiese cbuntries ; but latterly, every time the waves 

F 
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wttehed oveFus, we felt a most painfbl sensation, and we 
uttered plaintive cries. We employed every means 'to* a- 
void it ' Some supported their heads on pieces of wood^ 
and made Willi what they could find a sort of little para- 
pet to screen them from the force of the waves'; otherii 
sheltered themselves' behind two empty casks. But these 
^means were verv insuflScient • it was only when the sea 
was calm that ft did not breajc over us. 

An ardent thirst, re<loub]ed in the Bay by the beams of 
a burning sun, consumed us. An officer of tl^e^ army 
found by chap'ce a small lemon, £^nd it may be easily 
imagined how valuable such a fruit would be to him. His 
comrades, in spite of the most Urgent entreaties, could not 
■get a bit of it from him. Signs of rage were lUready ma- 
-iiifested, and had he i.ot partly listened to the solicitations 
of those around him, they wduld have taken it by forced 
and he would have perished the victim of lii's set^hness. 
•We also disputed about thirty clover of garlic Which wpre 
found in the bottom of a sack. These disputes' were 
for the most part accompanied with violent menaces, and 
if they had been prolonged, we might' perhaps have come 
to the last extremities. There Wa^* found also two small 
phials, in which was a spirituous liquid for cleaning the 
teeth, ^e who possessed them kept them with care, and 
save with reluctance one of two 'drops in the palm of the 
hand. This liquor Whfch, we think, was a tincture <^ 
fa^iacuro^ cinnamon, clov^, and other aromatic substanceau 
produced on our toiigues an agreeable feeline,' and 'fiM: 
a short while removed the thirst which destroyed us. 
Some of us found* some small pieces of powder, wfaidh 
made, when put in|o the mouth, a kind of coolness. One 
plan generidfy eniployed was to put into a hat a quantity 
of sea-water» with which we washed Oiir faces for a whIW, 
repeating it at intervals. We also bathed our hair, and 
held our hands in the waters * M^prtune made' us 



* Feopl^ in a similar situation n; that described here^ 
liayc fpund great b(,'ncfit by soaking their clothes in "tHe 
sea, arid tlicn dressing tliem^eiv^s with them. ' This means 
was not resorted to by the sufferers on the faUl raft, " ' ' 

Mungo Park when much afflicted by thirst in the 
Desert, foiind great relief by keeping a pebWc in Ula 

VlOUth. — TllANS. ' 1 ' • 
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if9g«iiioiis,.an4 ^ch thought of .a l|iousand menus to ^1- 
l$vw^ Ills v^^foings. Emaciated b^ the most cruel pri' 
tcau^a^ the least iig^e^able feeljLng ^as to us a happiness 
ai^p;renie. Thus we sought with avi4ity a small empty 
l>jiial which one of us possessed, and in which had once 
wt^ some essence of roses : and ev^y one as he got hold 
of it;i;espired with, delight th^ odour it exhaled, which 
imparted to his senses the xnost soothing . impressions. 
^iany of us kep^ our radon of wine in a small tin cup» 
^d sucked it out with. a.quilL This manner of taking 
it was of great benefit to iis, and allayed our thirst much 
better than if we had g;uJped it of at opce. 
. Three, da¥s passed in inexpressible anguish. So much 
did we^despise life, that many of us feared not to bathe 
Ui si^Lta^^^tne^iiarks which surrounded our rail; othera 
{ilttced tliemselves naked, upon the front of our machine^ 
which was under water. These exp^ents diminished a little 
ibe ardour, of their thirst. A species of molusca, knowa 
to seaoaen by the name ot^aiHet was son^times driven ia 
great nuinbers on our r^; and when their long arms 
i^ested on our naked bodies, they occasioned us. the most 
cirudi suBferlngs* Will it be believed, that admist these 
teiTi|)le scenes, struggling witn inevitable jdeath, some o^ 
u$ uttered pleasantries which made us yet smile» in spite 
of the hprrqnt or our situation?, One, besides others, 
9aid jestingly, " If the brig is sefU to search Jor tu^ pratf 
God it has tHe^ eyei of ^rgut^ in allusion to the name of 
the vessel we presumed would t>e sent to our assistance. 
^This consolatory idea never left us an instant, and we 
spok^ of it frequently. . . 

, Qn the I6th, reckoning we were very near land, eight 
of the most determined among us resolved to endeavour 
^ gain tile eoaat. A second raft, o^ snialler dimen^ions» 
yas ^nned for transporting them thither ; but it was f6und 
insu^pen^ -and they at length determined to await death 
in their prrsent situation. Meanwhile njght cam^ on, 
and its sombre veil revive4 in oiur minds the most afflict-* 
ing though tsl We were convinced there were not above 
a dolmen or fiAeen bottles of wine in our barrel. We be^ 

gan to have an inviocibie disgust at the flesh which had 
U then scarc^y supported us; and we may saiy, that 
ilie sight of It inspired us with feelings of horror, doubt- 
lass produced by the idte of our apptoadiing destruction. 
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On the morning ofthe 17tb, tbe suit appeared free from' 
douds. After k aTing addressed our prayers to llie £ter« 
nal, we divided amone us a part of our wine. Each, with 
delight, was taking bis^ small portion, when a captain of- 
infantry, casting bis eyes on the hdrizon,* peroeived a shipv 
and announced it to usbyim exclamation of joy. We' 
knew It to be a brig, but it was at a great distance; we' 
could only distinguish the masts. The sight of this Teasel' 
ravived in us emotions difficult to describe. Each belfer- 
ed his deliverance sure, and we gave a thousand thanks to 
God. Fears, however, mingled with our hopes. We 
straightened some hoops of cades, to the ends of which wr4 
flxea banderchiefs of diffevent colours. A men, with our 
united assistance, mounted to the topi; of die mas^ and' 
waved these little flags. For more than half an' hour, wr 
were tossed between hope and fear. Some thought the 
vessel grew Ikrger^ and others were convinced its coarse 
Was. from us. These last were the only ones whose eye# 
#ere not blinded by hope, for the ship disappeared. ' ^ 

Prom tiie delirium of joy, we passed to that of despond"*' 
ency and sorrow* We envied the fate of those whom wer 
bad seen perish at our sides ; and We said to ourselves,* 
« When we shall be in want of every th>ng,'and ^hen odt' 
strength begins to forsake us, we will wrap Ourselves up' 
is well as we can, we will stretch ourselves on this plat* 
fbrro, the vdtness of the most cruel suliferings^ and there' 
await death with redgnatiOji. *' ^t length,' to calm our 
despair, we sought for consolation in the arms of sleep.' 
The day before, we bad been scorched by the beams of' a 
burning sun; to-day, to avoid the fierceness of his tvpC^ 
we made a tent vrith the main-sail of the frigate. ^ As soon 
as it was finished, we laid ourselves under it; thus all that' 
was passing without was hid from our eyes. We proposed 
then to write upon a plank an abridgement of our advent 
tures, and to add our names at the bottom of theyedtai,:' 
and fix it to the upper part of the ma&t,' in the fabpeft 
woutdreach the government and' our families. ^ 
' After having passed two hours & p^ey to Ute'inosC cruel 
reflections, the master gunner of the iVigate, wishing to go 
to the front of the raft, went out from l^loir the tent* 
Scarcely had he put out his head, when he tum«^to t«; 
Uttering a piercing cry. Joy was painted upon hi!i face ; 
bis hands were stretched tomaidr the* sea) *iie bneaChftf 
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«ilh OiflSsvl^. AH li» w4iBiriile tOMj wm: ««aMn(i>! 
sKc VHB BBio vfoM us! ftitti in Ikct il vrat not moK thaa 
half a Ua^e dittant, bansg orer^ aiiU «eC, ^nd steering 
vight upQn itfb We cvshcd from our Man; evea thoie 
wboin enomous. wounds in their . inferior :e]rti«iiiitiea had 
confined for mu\y daj% diagged ihemselves to the back 
4ff the^ra^.fp ei|j$Qr.« s^Sb^^n tiie ship which had oome to 
save us iVpqk p^sMin. ^aU». We emhrftrcd one anodier 
with 4A ,tr»nspon wluch looked much like madness, and 
tpaht of |Dy trickled d^fir^ ioiar che^ks^ withered by &e Itttat 
^niel privfiUons. . i^ch .seifsed bandkeffchie6» or spqm 
pieces of Unea, tp mukeL-sigDvUs to the bng^ whkh itas ««r 
pidly approaching mi' «^il>o fell on (heir kneH, and fof^ 
Temly Tfjiurne^ thanks to Providence for this ^ifactiloiiii 
pve&esva^ion of tbelr .Uvea. Our joj redoubled wh^n we 
saw at the .top .of the fpre-aiast a large white flag, and we 
criodf .*': It;is;t]M(n to FreochaieB wa will owe oi^ deliver* 
*D«o. *'. ^e Ivfitantly r^^ognised the brig to be the Argus 3 
it was then about two gun* shots from us* We. were ter- 
.{jjl2'lj^4mpatient to see her reef her sails, wbiiih a(;kist «he 
dij i^afi l l jfee^ cn#s of jpy arosf^ . from our rfift. Tbe^ Arr. 
gus qime i|nd lay-to on our starbpsid, .about b«If 9 pistek 
shot from ut» The erew, ra^ed upoa idbe.d^ and on 
the shroud^. MHiounited to us, by the waving of . th^ 
|ifHi4s,«a(l^iH^^.the pleasure they. felt at opmillg to the a^r 

i«if^pjf«!9f their ^nfortuiutte countrymen. In a short tinie 
*Pft %^>ill.All tr^Afiparted on hp^fd the brig^ where we fouiid 
the lieuteqsnt qf t)ie ft^gat^t, ^od some others who hsid 
^feen vnwked.with us» CompasBion was painted on every 
fao^ ; and pity dreUr tears from eyery eye which beheld us* 
. We found, som^ excellent bro|h onboard the brig, which 
Ibey had preparedi aqd when they had perceived us they 
» d dy4 tQltsqqaa. wi^e^ and tl|us restored our nearly ex- 
hausted ,s|(engtb. They bestowed on us the mostgeaef^ 
OBB care an4. attention ) our wounds were dressed, and on 
|he B^rinow .many of our sick began to revive. Some, 
Ikiwever, still suffered much, for they were plained between 
decks, very near the kitchen, which augmented the almost 

~ insupportable heat of these latitudes. This want of space 
arose from the small size of the vessel. The number of 
the shipwrecked was indeed very considerable. Those 

^ who did not belong to the navy were laid upon cables, 

' iirnq>ped in flags, and placed under the fire of the kitchen. 

. ;. • p 2 
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Hefe they bad almost perishcid during the -course •f Hie 
ttight, lire baring broken out between decks about ten in 
(he evening ; hut timely assistance being rendered, we 
were saved for the second time. We had scarcely- escaped 
wheii some of us became again ddirio<is. An officer of 
infantry willed to throw himself into the sea, to look for 
his pocket-book, and would hare done it had he not been* 
prevented. Others were seized in a manner not less finen' 
xied. 

The commander and officers of the brig waitched over 
us, and kindly anticipated our wants. They snatched us( 
from death, by saving Us from our raft ; their unremitting 
cftre revived within us the spark of life. Tlie surgeon of 
Ae ship, M* Renaud,' distinguished himself for his ind^ 
ftitigable zeal. He wias obliged -to spend the whole of ^e 
day in dressing our wounds ; arid during the.two days we 
were on the brig, he bestowed on us all the aid of his art; 
With an attention and gentleness which merit our eternal 
gratitude. 

' In truths it was time we should €nd an end of our sof-^ 
ierings; they bad lasted thirteen . days, in the most cruel 
manner. The strongest among us might have lived forty-i 
eight hours, or so, longer. M. Corr^d felt that he mus<f 
die in the course of the day ; he had, howeveiv * present!-' 
ment we would be- saved. He said, that a series of events 
so unheard of would not be buried in oblivion ; l^at Pro-! 
vidence would at least preserve some of us io teit to th€ 
world the melancholy stoi^ of our uHsfortUaes. 

Such is the faithful bistery of thos^ who were left upon 
the memorable raft. Of xine hundred and fifty, fifteen 
only were saved, five of that number never reeovered 
their fatigue, and died- at St Louis. Those who yet live 
are covered with soars ; and the cruel suflferings to wfaicb 
they have been exposed, have materially shaken their con-' 
stitution. — Naufrage de la Frigate la Meduse; par A* 
Correard ct J. B. H. Savtgoy; Seconde Edition. Faiis^ 
8vo. 1818. 
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NOT! A, p. lOQ. 

• In preparing ihvir com fot food, the natives use a large 
, Wooden mortar called a paioon^ in which they bruise thci 
aeed until it parts with the outer covering, or husk, which 
is then separated from the clean corn, by exposing it to 
Ibe windy iiearl^y in Ae -same manner as wheat is cleaned 
from the chaff in England. The corn thus freed from thtf 
husk} is letonTed to the mortar, and beaten into meal ; 
which is dressed variously in different Countries ; but the 
most common preparation of it among the nations of the 
Gambia, is a tort <^ pudding, which they call kouskous. 
It is made by first moistening the flour with water, and then 
stirring and shaking it about in a large calabash, or gourd, 
till it adheres togetlier in Small granules, resembling sago. 
It is then put into an earthen pot, whose bottom is per- 
forated with a number of holes ; and this pot being placed 
upon another, tiie two vessels are luted together, either 
with a paste of meal, and water, or cow-dung, and placed 
upon the (ire. Iq the lower vessel is commonly some ani- 
mal food and water, the steam or vapour of wluch ascends 
through the perforations in the bottom of the upper ves- 
sel, and softens and prepares the kouskous, which is very 
much esteemed throughout all the countries that I visited. 
2 am Infoimed, that &e same manner of preparing flour 
is very generally used on the Barbary coast, and that the 
di^ so prepared is there so called by the same name. ' It 
is. therefore probable, that the Negroes borrowed the prac- 
tise from the Moors^ r j 
For gratifying a taste for variety, another sort of pud- 
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dingy called reaiing^ w gomettmei praptrod fiom the meal 
of com ; and they ba?e also adopted two or three differ- 
ent modes of dressing thdor rice. Of vegetable food, 
theref<nre, tliie natifes have no want; and akboiin^ ^^ 
comnMHi class of people are but sparingly supplied with 
animal food, yet tiiis article is not wholly withheld from 
them.-3L.Par|EL*s Travels, in 1705, 1796, and 1797, pi». lOg 
li. Lond. 1799, 4to. 

iiaa B, p.. i(ia 

t cannot withhold the following notice of the wortfaj 
Migor*s death, extracted from a work lately published* 
entitled Travels, in Western Africa, in the years IBld^ 
1819, 1^0 and 1821, by Migor William Gray. Lond. 
1825, 8va 

, *< Op thf|tdiqr(24«b December) Miyor Peddie TPiFM^ 
tacked widb a violent fever^ from which ha experienced 
little relief until the morning' of the Ist of January 1817» 
when, thinking hiiuself better, he leA^ his bed, but waa 
soon obliged to rc;sume it»- and in a few houn breathed 
his last 

- *< This was a sad commeneemeDt of this new jreair, aiid 
Uie melancholy event cast a he^vy gloom on the minds of 
every individual connected ilrith the expedition* It made 
so deep an impressipii on some* that it was with: mmdtk 
difficulty they, could be peevaikd on not to abandon tim 
enterprise* Never was a nwtn more sincfrely beloved, nor 
more truly r^pretted, by all who knew him. His rereaina 
were deposited, amidst the heartfelt regrets of his frienda 
and companions, on the following day, in the court-yard 
of Ml* Beatman, under the shade of two orange-trees 9 
and an appropriate epitaph, written by Captain Campb^ll^ 
and carved on a- slab of native mahogpny, was placed 00 
his grave. " pp. 67. 

NoTi c p. loa 

When we had reached the other side of .the rivier, thcj 
drew the piroqiie en land. This is the only way that thie 
people of the counby have to secure their little boata, 
which the suige would instantly fill, when they cannot 
cast anchor at a sufficient distance from the shores 



^ This mauflRittv cRd not occupy ft long lime, eOid I bent- 
my steps to the vHlc^e of Son I was kindly wdeomed. 
as usual; ahd I requested them to point out to me the 
best place for hunting; for I had that day left my in- 
terpreter, because I had gained a su^lcient knowledge of' 
liie language t>f the conntry to imderstand all that "die 
neg^roes said to me, and to -make myself understood by' 
them. They led me in a direction whence I had seen a 
troop of antelopes scamper off; but I thought no more of 
the chase after I had seen a tree, the enormous ^Umensions 
of which completely rrretted my attenticm. It was a cala* ' 
bash tree, otherwise called the monkey-bread tree, which 
the Wolofih call goui in tbeix^ language. Its faei^t was 
nothing extraordinary, being but irt)out sixty ftet ; but its* 
fhiuk was of prodigious dimensions. I spanned it thir-' 
teen times with my arms stretched out, but it was more ;■ 
and, fbr jgreater exactness, I *at last measured it widt- 
twine, and found its circumference to be sixty-five feet/ 
its diameter conseqnenlly nearly twenty-two feet. I be-' 
Kere there has never been any Ihhig seen equal to it in' 
sny country t and, 1 am persuaded Siat, hau oiir ancient 
fraTeUers known it, they would. not have failed to have 
mduded it among the wonders of the world. It is also 
tery astonishing Siat this tree has been totally neglected* 
hj those who have given us the history of Senegal, espe*' 
&ally as there are but few* common to the country. 
'* The trunk of the one which I saw was twenty-two feet' 
in diameter,' about eight or twelve feet inheight, with many* 
branches, some of which stretched out horizontally, and 
touched tJie ground wiA" their tops. These were very 
targe, some being about forty-five or fifty, five feet iit 
length. £ach branch would have m^de one of the larg- 
est trees in Europe; larid the tout ensemble of the 
monkey-bread tree looked less like a single tree than a fo- 
lest. This was not all. The negro who conducted me 
took me to a second, which was sixty-three feet in cfrcum- 
ftrcnce, that is twenty-one feet in diameter, and appeared 
to be about one hundred and ten feet in length, ^thout 
counting the root wMph,was concealed under the waters 
of a neighbouring rivtr, the depth of Which I had no means 
^ ascertaining. Tlie ^rae negro told me of a third which 
♦rte not far fr6m the place where we were, and added that, 
willKMit leaving the inland, i would sie^ a great many mere 



wH^hjiT^re noto^uchmfeviorinMaw^ pp. 64^ 65.— Hista|rtf 

Naturcvtle . du Sen^ga^ i ayec le Eebitipa abreg^e d*i|ii 
Voyage fait en ce Payis, pendant les annees, 1744)!, ^"^^^ 
1.751, 1752 and.l75S. Par M. Adanson, Correspei^dani 
dp i'Academie Royale des Sciences^ Paris, 1757, fto. . 
.It was night before we reached Cogn^ Our rpute 
was bordered with guin-'tree^'the yellow flowers of i^faich, 
i^Ts^oged in dreular bunches, spread a, delicious perfume, 
^ealsot^w some f^atea, ,Tbe bark of ^is tree^yiefdis a 
3^1ow;5iye; its leaf is without indenta^on, and 9/ a beau-> 
tiful gr^en^ it is not very jhigh | &e wood U white, an4 
t|ie bfH-k is quily reduced to ponder. This wa^ the first 
t^e that I saw the buobab, that en9nno^s tree; whicht 
ijas be^n described by Adanaon, and wliich bears nis nam^ 
X measored one, and found it to be forty feet in circum-« 
ference. Striped at this time of its foliage, it resembled 
1^ imqieiise wooden tower, l^his miyes^c mass is the only 
moimment of antiquity to be met with in Africa. I aia 
^tionished that the negroes have not paid to this tree the 
99(m& honours that the Druids, did to Uf e oak ; for to them 
the baobab, is perhaps the most valuable of vegetables. . 
t^.lei^es.are useci for leaven, its bark i^imishes indls- 
tiructibie cordage f.anjd the bees form thpr hives m the 
cavities a^ its trunk. The negroes,- too, often shelter them* 
selves from ston^ in its tim^-wyrn cavern's. Tl)e baobab 
is itidisputably the itopnarch of African trees, p. 4J. — Tra- 
vels in the interior of ^frica, to the sources pf tifie Senegal 
•nd Gambia, by G. Mollien. Lond. 1820, 4ao. 

Mollien was one of the shipwrecked _ in the Medusa^ 
and who got to the shores of the desert in the boats^*^ 
i'rans. 

NoieD, p. lliX 

^ The kingdom of Kajaaga, in which I was now arrived, 
IS called by the French Gallam ; but the name ^bat L 
^ave adopted is univenally used by the natives. — Fark'a 
Travels, c v. p. 1. 

^oteE, p. 111. 

• About eight o*cIock, we passed a lam town calW 
Kiibba, situated in the midst of a beautiful ancL bigbl/ 
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cjultivated country ; bearing a greater resemblance to the 
centre of England, than what I should have supposed had 
been the middle of Africa. The people were everywhere 
employed in collecting tiie fruit of Uie Shea-trees, from 
which they prepare the vegetable butter, mentioned in a 
, former part of this work. These trees groijr in -great 
abundance all over this part pf ^Sambaraa. They are not' 
planted by the natiyes, but are Ibund growing naturally 
-in the woods ; and, in clearing wood-land for cultivation, 
every tree is cut down but the jShea. The tree itself very 
niuch resembles the American oak ; and the fruit, from 
the kernel c/^ which, being first dried in the sun, the butter 
is prepared by boiling the kernel in ivater, has somewhat 
the appearance of a Spanish oUve. The kernel is enve- 
loped in a sweet pulp, under a thin green rind ; and the 
butter produced from it, besides the advantage of its keep- 
ing the whole year without salt ; is whiter, firmer, aiid, to 
my palate, of a richer flavour, than the best but^r I ever 
tasted made from cows' milk. The growth and prepara* 
tion oi tliis commodity seem to be among the first objects 
of African industry in this and the neighbouring states ; 
iind it constitutes a main article of their inland commerce* 
r-J'ark's T^veb, pp. 808. 20a 
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AfTSB makiiig aereral voynges to AfHca, whiok 
Imd hmi > attended witk miidi difficidiv; trouble 
and leei^ I rooeiTed ordeDSy in ikm monm' «f Jmiei 
1765, firan Men. kMiBvcU de CBttrn^ 
wmSt ^ mc t M ^y ef the Manoe DepeitaMmty to em- 
beiklbf Ike Iriaad of StLenue, m Senegil, in the 
Ship St CManiie^ Captiin *le T«c eamiimbdetv 
tfae eame effieer who ga^ed eo freet a cbaiaeter 
laet war, vdhen comnoHKLer of ^ neaeii^oift. 
' Haraig fwmiwned att tfae eoaate finoMi Fraaee ie» 
the Gaaaqr hH/Bsoda^^ die 10th of Jaly toMirtiAngf' 
we passed between these isfes and tfaaA of Mrna; 
aba^f thrao o*dock' in lht alkciMon. 

Previoiw to «ar levring Fkaane^ I had fakien e^ 
to apprise dn Captain of the danger to wIMi 'WW 
ehonld be exposed, in these latitttdes, fimm^ie i4flN 
leaae of i the cnrfentSk I reamlied to hiaii, that 
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every time I had passed that way, I fonnd cause 
to four our being windbound on iJie coasts of Bar- 
hary* This adyiee, the result of experience, shonld 
have met with attention iaroai Captain le Turc ; I 
theref(»e again repeated it, the moment I perceiv- 
ed the sea began to assmne adearer tinge, and in- 
qnired if he did'OOt iqiteiidtto soimd» What are 
you afraid q^ said he, TAe Uaid fwe are more 
dum eighty leagues Jrom iL 

Allow me here to eipress my disapprobation 
of that immoderate self-conceit and confidence, for 
which the captains of trading vessels, especially 
those who ^vidt these coa^, ar^ so remarkable. 
However important an advice may be, they are not 
disposed to pay any regard to it ; and of whatever 
kind the impending dda^rs appear, so much con- 
fidence have they in their own abyities, that they 
are better pleased to repidr damage than prevent' 

• Hie^ under captain made mc^-a verytsimBir re-' 
ptytwithhiasvperior. ^^dasl tdD*8dan»thfeyexperi-< 
mentally foimd.niyfetoi were far from gtvuidieas ! 
Ji% midnight^ 1 was awakened by « vieknt m^tftoii 
el(^ sUp^ and; thinlmBg we weres^wunl^ liimbe*- 
^atel|r leaped «ft deck. . Judf^d my-snvprisfe, when I 
observed akladiofoKilklefmed by the ndflK*' !%•' 
maTO Cg a wite a «31 sdaild asleep^- I-jqnhMy WfalMI' 
ihtBmLu^Btme'yammheif' cribd.I," lee tzre laser Cfte 

ikofe/ Theeaiiaing^'up^^S'^"^^^*^'"^'^^ 
and w U$ alMta,)inwiiiQh hi»ifcffioen/{MBrto^oideiv 

ed them to steertowavAB the.i«dsfc« ThevesaellMv 

dioa^lild*' apdkntried at the same lane by .^ 

«l oiHNMdi^g CQRiebt%t8tiiiGk>'tfaiacft tiir the qaiiriB,' 

and ramained iasntovediie. > < 

SadAmly A hoKrid cry waa heard; the mmm' 
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mr* Ahkwii atu^tlMBtilBliiBitig viol^iily ihatt«^d* 
i9ii»e tom %6 piMes; Hie terror became nniyet^al) 
Mid ikbe eiieg «if the niBtiaeiii were blended witK 
^be bobrid awe of 1^ locdin^ w&Tes, enraged «^ 
k ware tfaottiidr ea«be vhoiild be stopped by tlM 
Kodift mbd tlie v«88el,- between wbicli they were td 
ptts. So §m«t tM6 tbe coastemation tbait no one 
tfaevgfat itf doiag amy thing for his preservation. Oi 
vy wiffti«««0, my ehUAwn !-«they cry to cfneva- 
other, Eaising their hands to heaven. Mean^e^ 
tfaaff- cntthe naala by the board, in order, if podsi* 
UB^taiifhttlMafaipw Vain traabl»^the cabb ii 

abaady fflkd wNfa Wflftear. 

. In tfan dismal ntoationy I made up to the Cie^- 
tain,. wfa%ia.iua pcupleJ^, conoid pay attention to 
aothtan;* h iMs but dghteen months before, .1^ 
CaptaiB Casm had experienced a simihu* accident 
near Cape Blanc. In las deepemtion, he had pc- 
caainufwf the Ibaiaf laaiiy uahappy wretches l>y 
hianoag ant his ^wn 'braiosb I began to fe^ thin 
Caflain fe Tie ttiig^t aet in the same manner, and 
that araf ahoold Iciya hka tob« I therefore besought 
h&a.ta lwr» patience, and eadeavdured t« raise hia 
apkata and efimage^ b«t ia vaiiU We had i^thoniH 
dfawbi piNvhad, if M. Yan, his ftnt lieutenant, M. 
Sunif m paMeBger, three English sailorB imd some 
atbeiB, «M»ani^9d by my exam^, had not assisted 
m thmpiiagayer the long boat into the sea, and pre-^ 
iraatmg it aiilefwairds from being bn^cen to pieces 
^^aaast the ship, or sunk. We werecmnpelled to 
irtanBlgle the whole night wi^ a boisterous sea, in 
hapea. that, when ^y appeared, we might effect li 
lanilig mk the coast, and shun tifa« rocks which snr* 
gNrndad m aiieineryeide* 

q2 
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naanm takeii evwf jffMm^nf I wint «MkodM 
boat with a few.of .d>e sailons, and deamd 4mf 
woiild throw to .us eoiae ixipes finom the aU^> !• 
moor our boa^ by which: vm»xm lh^. m^^t poll 
the boat again to the vessel} 'm casm. we were hsukf 
enough to get a sale landing. ThiB was thaoQif 
inethpd we, could tibink of for praseraig^ithe Gap- 
tauiy his matey and about three-fowrtfas of the 'hiwidi> 
who did not incline to hsea^d thenaselvds ia tlis 
boat, for the first triaL . ,. •> 

Scarcely l^d we ipade two atrolBQa vnth.tiie ws^ 
when the ebbing and. .flowing of thia wttrea jbera^lhieiii 
from the hands of the rowaw^ and- tha^hoat^ was 
overset ; the waves ppiti^ u% and cast ua 4iU.oa 
the shore, except the Sieur Devojus^ |irot^<of tba 
Consul of Tripoli, in Syria, t plmigBd agW'iote 
the sea, and was lucky en<Higb,. at ^hat inataatyto 
snatch him from the grave. . ;. ... ; ./ w 

'. Our unfortunate firiead^ion board the aUm bad 
now no prospect of aasiatanoe . from ns; . but I 
speedily endeavoured to refresh them .widi bofa.; 
and for this end again threw .myself .inta.lba «»* 
ter, accompanied by Sjieur Yan^ wb», alfoi;^ zcalr 
pusly supported me. He soon eagi^fed die .ml 
to assist us inft^kempting to.reeover d»abaal«i«^HCik 
we did witk much diffieuUy. Our laiboiff vnm^Mom^ 
ever abundantly rqtaid, when .we bad bnooi^ ^^ 
whole crew safe toland.— -Thus did we eeci y o thia 
first danger, only to fall .victims to.ja aaacod tvasAf 
more temble. : 

I inquired ]|t the Cqitain, at what distancOfb^Mik 
posed we were from Senegal; but Mb answer .waa 
not satisfiBMstory, l^g;norantto.wbathaDd.wie ahooU 
turn, I informed my companiona.in jniafafMim ihaH 
I could not flatter myself with the hopes of conduct- 
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iUff them td any village of the tribe of Trargia,' 
wnere I migfat perbops iiave been known by some 
Anh wlio bad relations at the island of St Louis. 
^ In ika» case," said I, ^ our captivity would have 
boM shorts and lees rigorous ; but I am afraid 
we -may -fell in with soine hordes of the tribe of 
tlM Otttid^llms and Labd^sseba, a ferocious people^ 
w1m> live in a mailher truly savage, who always 
wMiider through the deserts, and subsist on the inilk 
of theff camek." 

We -had no woomsc landed, than I persuaded my 
cinifNaiidns to ascend the rocks to discover upoQ 
iwiiftt country Providence had cast us. When we 
nHMifced the sammit, w^ {Perceived a vast plain, c6ver>f 
ed wkfa white safcid, and interspersed nHth certaia 
plattte^ resembling branches of coral. These plants* 
Mvjraemaffl grahi, of the same colour, and almo^ 
the same sha{^, with mustards The Arabians call it 
Avezond : they gather it and make it up into a paste,' 
«D which ihey feast. We observed that the dis- 
tant hiUs weie ccyvered with a species of wild fern, 
whichi bore ^he appearance of an extensive forest. 
- In precee^g towards the Mils, I found seme 
cmicl B diBBg under my feet, and soon after observ<p 
ed the afiifmds pasturing hcire and there. There re- 
maibedl'tto^tfoie no doubt of the country b^ing in- 
liiribited^ a ' discovery whi(;h was very agreeable to; 
US ; for although tre were entirely ignorant what' 
flDtt of pe^i^e they were intd whose* hsbds we had 
jyien, mre were- very happy in the thoughts of ap-' 
praedhing tNxme inlulbited village, as hunger began 
t» fries very hard. I knew better than any of 
tiMin> inm f omer experience, what we had to fear 
ftom famiger, and still more from thirst. 
\. I was eeeupied with these dismal, reflections, 
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when I observed at & distance some ^hUdren .eagiNr* 
ly gathering together their her48 afg|»it8| iaid.<la^r 
ing them away before th^n. I ins^ntly (eooclnded 
that we were diseoveriBdy and that pur pceseni^e had 
occasioned some terror amoi^t them* The 09^ 
«f the children spread die ali^nn to the nei^hboiuw 
ing camps, and the inhabitants^ very se^.ififKSBieci 
coming out to meet us* When they had ^^liieiied 
us a little, they separated from ojae another, skipr 
ping and bouncing about upon the jMuad ; tliay c<h 
v«red their faces with their haadst and sereanied 
out with horrid cries. We had now evfiy. reason^ tob 
believe these people were acquain^d with .E«vit»f 
peans. Their gestures, and c^efationa ia ordi^ tn 
surround us, bore no &vouraMe aspect* I thevefotvi 
chaiged my unfoitunate companions, by all. msaiift 
te keep together, and to proceed in oitiar^. liU I 
should be within hearing of the natives* la my for-i 
mer voyages to Senegal, I had aequived a few Amh, 
bian wiMrds, which I hoped would prove useful ea 
thisoccBMon* First, then, I fasteaed a white hand- 
kerchief to the top of my cane, in the mannepr of. a 
flag* Perhaps, thought I, they may have some ac- 
quaintance wi^ this Hgnal, theratfaer, if mj of .tlnm^ 
may have seen it at Senegal, or if they have ohserK-: 
ed any vessel on their coasts, they.nsay perhf^s caa- 
ceive that we are unhaj^y FrenehmeB wboin dnp- 
wreck has thrown on ^eir coasts* 

When we drew near to the savages, Bomei of <Nir . 
people, am<Hig whom were the firataad secoad liea-H 
tenants, went sfwrt from the rest ; tfa^ were iai-^ 
mediately beset and sdzed by the collar*. It was, 
not till this numient, that, l^ the reflecUeapf the> 
sun upon the polished steel of ^eir p<Hgoai^ ase. 
observed they were anned. Ignoiaat of this, J hod 



icomequentfy advanced without fear. Ad the twd 
mihftpp^riiieiiTVho had been seized did not appear a-- 
^n, I did what I could to compose my companions; 
but my attempts were vain; terror seized theiUy 
and th^id^- began to cry out in despaii*, and dis-^ 
perse fttmi one another. Tlie Arabs, aimed with 
great cutlasses ilnd small' clubs/ fell upon them 
#fdi incrbdibte ferocity ; and I soon- saw some, of 
iltetn lying Wound^d;^ and others stript and naked> 
fitretiihed out ex|>irmgoii the sand. ' 

Amidst this horrid massacre, I observed an un- 
aided Arab. ■ Prom his appearance, I conceived 
he was one of those who had accompanied Prince 
Alliteoury,' iii a former visit which he made to the| 
I^le of 1^ Louis. I immediately rah up to him, and 
threw myself ' into his arins. Aff;er' examining me 
acMie'ffane, he cai^t a disdainfld look on me, on the' 
SieuT Deyoise, the mate of the ship, and five othei'd^ 
of my- ^mpanions who never would leave me, suffi- 
eiiSitttd'6ohvince us our situation was' n6t more' 
fit^ourable than 'our neighbdirrEi.' He then took' 
my hand, ^i^EUihined it attentively,. counted my, fin- 
gers, sBpped hii hand into mine, and, after making 
several motions with his head, he inquired at me/ 
Whd are yoiii ? " WTiat are you doing here ? How 
came you hith^? I traced upon the sand^ 0ie^ 
l^^uM of a ship,' and by means of a few Arabic 
worda' W9^ whi(ih I was acquainted, and my ges- 
tarM> I succeeded so far as to make hiin understands^ 
tifat I entreiLted his assistance to conduct us to the' 
pliu» appointed for us. I also iiiformed him, thaf 
I had abcfnt me what would abundantly repay him 
M \aA' trotible — an argument which F found he 
mone readily understood, and much more weighty^ 
mhia miAd tiian any other; for he immediately en-' 
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}fi0jieri$t»xid, if he; did Ui not himarift othm wonUf 
He seemed inclined tp cqme to tho aame extremity 
with me, but I ob^rv/ed.lo him th»t. I iiad already 
given him eAoi^ ;. so^ he, left ipe undistj^rbed. 

I had not yet le^cned intp . whfit tribe we bad 
fidlen., In m-^ therefore to^^t infonoatiQ^ I ad- 
dressed myself, to our master, with whom I iiad 
tjie following conversation^ partly by words^ an^ 
partly by si^. . <^ What is yo«|r i^iw^- a^ V^ 
^hat tribe do.ypu jbelong ? and why.ba^e you vfled 
from the companies which are ipore advanc^d u^, 
on the searooa^t ? "^^^' My zuune is, Sidy^Mahammet 
del Zouze ; my tribe is diat of Labdaweba ;. ^and I 
fled from the OuadeUms» because we couldnot hm 
on good terms with them. . But aato^yqai wJ^j» 
y^ur name ? and are you,brpiher to theaa pon^le ? " 
(pointing to my companions). I ansjw^d /^ jiia 
question^ ; but. was npt a little distri^sB^d to \^^l^ 
that' we had fallen into the h^ii^ ^pf th^, l^^)HSfV|t q( 
ajl the inhabitanjb of the Ar^bi^ I>e9er^., l^f^ 
wxfj ifrom this hjour^ what dasl^^ af 4 iiff<Ww«WP IVI 
were tq sufFi^r^ till the tiine Wi^sho^ li^de)i?^94* 
*— Well, then ! how sh^ll that |)e.?',4ifis, i 4w^ 
not any longer flatter juyself wi|;ht|iis id^ , . n 

My fe^ were too well foi^ided* Mj<ina|^eyj 
atitei: ha^S secreted in the saiid . tj^ Jittle^tnwjfwpa 
with which I had enriched him^rotuni^ to t^ a^p^ 
coast, to see what further a^ccrued. to. him. i^m,A|i> 
pfllage of the ship. During his ahfseQce, a,t|]a«>p 
of the Quadelims came to attack our .retreat. They 
plundered, pillaged and ransacked the whofei they 
seized us, some by the oeck» and others :by. the hair. 
Two of them turned to me^ took hold of me by the 
arms, and threw me sometimes on the one side* 
aqd sometimes on the other. The few dothea I 
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UA rtWuiHangfr aeemed ta be the dbjebt of th^ 
JBsknw: liny- Oduhs at tlite eatAei time nuining n^ 
to me^ siliToiiBded Ine^ lifibed me up, and drasged 
fie to. a lorleij: plaee^- and after having ptdied off 
ti^'shitt.'andiieekdkiilhy'^ey threw me behind somei 
liE^ps of sand. ^ There they committed every isort 
^ ontiageoh my perton. I thought I ^ivas noir in 
By last moments, and expected I dioiild expire 
«l^<gr;tbeit bloum* The n^es liiey had prepared to 
bM me; seemed to aumoonce dia&i to me. I was 
ikifis^ cmelly ^i^lexed, when one of my master's 
assoeifites came' nmmng np' to ns quite out of breath. 
** Stop)** cri^d 'he, ^^ you have comnutted imheard 
^ tiaonnhiea in llie hikt of Sidy Mahammet, our 
•Taibe. Not satisfied wilJi carrying off his slave, 
jPfOL ^ye^ ttunpled undto foot, in your 'fdry, ^e sa" 
find hooks of: our' religibn; The priest enraged at 
yoar sckCrik^otts ' oondibet, hbs requiiied the old meli 
itf tbeiw^paities to assemble, and judge the ctdprito 
b<»|pe& 6<fiificiY« Believe me, returning the'dbive la 
Ifie ootyway yoii ba¥e to appease'his rage, and to 
]l(ieTi)il| ^^«eni^<titinifiesl''*^ Tl^ threatening 
ptjodmaed Ito «Beetr inleaifcd by the messenger <^ 
itAupmof^ I was daIiTerod:badc into Ms Umd/s 
bythoae who faftd trealed nstf so crvelly after sepa- 
iHtiiig mefroas my e^npaMons. Aikl hei canied 
ifie ittfime^BMely away, to d^ver me up to fre^ 
tarvients.- ''. ' 

r' Nouegem' (this was the name of my deliverer) 
oondnctdd me stndgfat to the place where the eoni^ 

* I was not tit tbiB tiiiie<0 well iDeqiAiiiakted with Anibid. 
ad tq understand this conversi^tion, and several others which 
t will recite ; but after I acquired some knowledge of the 
language, my master caused me repeat them to hini« 

R 
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^ sat, and when lieliiul presented me, he ^hlK fa^ 
dressed them^ ** Behold the slave of Mahamiii€^t> 
I have followed him the whole day, not to lose slghv 
of him ; and after many ftitignes imd danja^ts, \ 
have delivered him from the hdnds of lllose who hail 
carried Mm away. I demand, as a reward for my 
trouble, that he shall be numbered with my aUn^ea.' 
I have Ik better right to hiih) as I have «een hfni> 
deliver to his masta" a great many sorticleS) widdk 
appeared to me to be very - vainabtew'* I imttie^«>' 
ately saw a nmltitade of women anddiildnta, Hi^ 
assembled aronnd me. They examined me atten* 
tively, and med aloud "all at onee, ^ Es Reyf ' 

Sidy Mahammet, enraged at what Nouagem had^ 
revealed concemmgtfae treasure, as weH as the pre-* 
tensions whidi he had so boUBy advaticed^ cast npoft 
him a contemptuous look, a dreadfdt frdwn of Tage> 
and immediately repHed, *^ Whether timtOnMNtfi' 
be Rey (King) or not, he is min^ ; he ibreii^ Idln- 
selfinfo my armsof his owntuecord; Illttvi ^pto-^ 
mised to protect him, and edmduct Mm to Allii^mity. 
I hlive pledged Uiy word^ and I fa«pi& this* tfibttnal 
Will know how to idake « dittultt^ In'fimitfh dT 
my rights, between -a msn of my character «nd A 
man like Nouegem, who deserves 'ihe seve^esitpa^ 
idsionent frten me.*' On« 'laay. Ibm' ^oftt^ id^ 
from this discourse, of the pride df Arftlitoprtesta* 

" Siijce you make such pretensions," the Arab 
qtiiddy replied, ^< and he'caimot be mine^ he sball 
perish by my hand!*' So saying, he lift^ his poig- 
nard to strike me. I stood trembling under the 
threatening sword of this barbarian ; but my mas- 
ter, without loss of time, threw upon me a kind of 
chapelet * of incredible length ; and then took up 

• The Talbes cord, on which are strung 115 small black 



llUlA»JMK»^i)iiAh»igliyln8gif(fie; attfaeiaaie 
infliMmt, the womeiit nishiiig towards me» diew me 
firoin ujaMler the hmd of Nonegem, and pvt me un-r 
4er diQfle of the emuged pries!, as they all dread* 
edy he was to pronounce an anathema on his op* 
ftm^U The comdl in a. body approred of this 
^ of authority of th^ Tialhe. They Utughed very 
foomik at die women'e.behavioiuv of which they at 
ibo same tnne j^pvenned. 

• At flpme dii^uiee from- the place where this 
acMyne.had been transadedy I fovad my comrades^ 
who iMNrer eypeeted to see ane again. But, Great 
G0d I in what iitaailaoa did I fiad them !-«*they now 
begKo to fecA the first honOTsitf fiimine. They 
had eaten anthing for two days; nor was my own 
fMMe better ;. hat the awfol dileminay into which I 
bad haenthrowi^ao agitated my qurits, that I faa4 
i^en. oaased to feel the hunger, which preyed en. 



« Inalittkrl^eiwhen.IbeiMmeaoniewhat calmer, 
I raflacted on the danger, winch I had sp fortunato- 
ly«scnped and my nnnd. was so much affected that 
licimld net lefmin firom tears. I eadeaToured to 
conceal from those around me, this e^ence of 
my aanwihiBty and distreas; but some of the wo* 
BMtt heaide me, Okhserred it, and in place of being 
affiBded with my situation, they threw sand into my 
aye% to dry, as they said, my eyelids* Happily the 
n^lht, thatecreened me &om th^ view, saved me 
from the mge of these moflaters. 
. We had been now three days in slavery, and 
had as yet got neihiBg to support us, but a little 

ftMds. - These they keep e» the CsacHee do tbeir ch»pe- 
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214 cApttrtTt oi^ 

BMal» nbt more connoted by teicbnibtter, Ate hf 6 
mixtnie of barley meid» whieb liad ' bciiBii long kepi 
in goats skins ; bat even tbis wretched repnit wsls 
iBterrnpted by alamaing <;iie8, wkkb we oreilielfirA 
at a distance. * 

One of Sidy Mahaihmet'B friendb lan up to imii; 
and, advised bim to 'Inde' faimsetf very quiddy; 
because . tbe . Onadeliibs were ianuiiig from* ev^ah^ 
quarter to carry off tbeir. aeifiRire. ^Fly wm 
yoor alaves/' snd bcs ^* wbitet I gBitbN< logger 
some of oursy and at. break of day w« will'pMK 
oeed on oar march -to. regain ottr hpbitalkNi.'* t 
have since .learned. thttr &e tnbe of Labdesseba^ 
had only come to the seai^oast abont thiite dq^ 
h^ore oar dnpwrecky to gather togi^tber. the wM 
grain for the support of ^iek tedKes. Th^ ap- 
pointed the place of rendesivovs ; maaHtBae, we 
were to -conceal onrselvtes behind ihei hifioeks 9§ 
sand, wheire we should remain^ till some Arabs: ef 
another tnbey bat equally interested iii preserving 
their booty^ should come ;to join uS) <aftd tmSoM 
our troop. A guide, who sfaookl go before wg 
was to pbce at little distanees, amall pyfamidsiol 
ttmies, to point out to us the road wfaioh we dMmid 
keep, and to prevent omr fB^Uinginto llie midst of 
some host^e village, more especially of the Ohp* 
delims. The fact was, these pe<^de aie so avaanj|d<< 
ous, whether friends or enemies, there is equal Gaua 
to be suapicioiis of eiliier. At bieak i^ day» att- 
those who had Christiaa slaves jc^ed us, and we 
all proceeded on our march far the interior parts 
of Uie country, where the fisnulies ai ouv tmp^ 
tive masters resided. 

Jt is impoaslHle to describe o«r si^fenaga on this 
journey, especially from thust. We had such 



JciiltVrtQ. move Qur tangue, that we trembled t(» 
ask me sinallest question. We were obliged tp 
follow the track of the camels, by which our march 
was hastened ; and -dreading our being carried oif^ 
our masters caused us to make so many different; 
counter-marches, that we were fifteen days inreach- 
i^g their habitations — ajomney, which we cou^ 
jba¥^ ^accomplished in five^h^dwe followed the di- 
rect ro^d» 

. Afi^r haying climbed over mountains of a pro? 
dig^ous .height, which fire wholly covered ynt^ 
small pebbles of a greyis)i colour, as shaip.as flint; 
jBtoneSi we deiiceuded into a.s^ndy plun, oversprecd 
jfi^ a^rm and thistles. Th^e we slackened ouj; 
pace; the solefl pf. xay feet were bleediog so ipuch| 
tbatit wa^ uot in my power to walk apy^ further. 
My mf^t^T then defied me to mouiit; behind hi^ 
911 his dwoeV hup this uttention on hi^ piMrt w^ 
Sue frfjm.gKm^ imy ease tp m^> but on the contraiy 
prpTeda^ ^ourc^ of i/iexpressible tortur^. Hi^ camel 
)9 .naitwrftlly a very divll ammal, with a very hai^ 
piQU As I was oakedft I ^ouJLd not defend myself 
(rom ih» rubbing q{ the b^ir of ,the animal upon 
jgu^ in such i maimer a» quite flei^ me in.^ very 
riiort time. The blpo^ im copiously down th^ 
Stmkaaftbff mmlr-^, i^ect^le which, 8p;far from 
^xinlajQig the. CQippassioOf,, or. moving ^tbe pity o^ 
tbes(e bwharjapsi only conti?buted to their diver- 
^n. They maSe game of my sufferings, ^d tQ 
beighten tbp Jest, pnsbed forward their animals^ 
It would oertaioly have issued iii incurable wound% 
if I bftd npt 94opted |i scheme, very violent though 
necessary, to slip off and walk on the saud, I receive 
ed HP otbec dainage in di^mouiitiqg> tbaa my body 
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being umversally jagged with the thistles atid thoni6 
yith which I have already mentioned the ground 
was covered. 

' As' night approached, we observed a very thi(^ 
smoke. I supposed we were drawing near to some 
village, where we might procure something to eat, 
or rather to drink ; but was soon convinced it was 
only some thick bushes, where our guide had taken 
up lodgings. I therefore stretched myself oiit be^ 
hmd a bush to wut for death ; and had scarcely lain 
down, when an Arab of our company came to me^ 
ordering me to get up, and assist him in unload- 
ing his camel. I was very much enraged at thi^ 
Order, and answered him accordingly widiout cere* 
inony. He immediately drew from under my headj 
a little old sailor's hat, which had be^i given me 
in place of my own. He spit upon it as a mark of 
contempt, and, seizing me violently by the arms, be 
drew me towards the camels. When he thus Udd 
hands on my body, I could no longer command 
myselfi I immediately struck Inm a blow on the 
the face ; then, having disengaged myself from hiil 
hands, I seized a baton which he had anned witir 
a lance, and run up to ETtrike him ; but, runningn^ 
way, he escaped from my rage. 

I at the same time observed my master advanc- 
ing ^to][^my assistance ; but as I did not 'know h&a' 
design^ I cried out to him, that' it he intended t0 
avenge his comrade, he would find me determined to' 
resist, rather than suffer myself to be beat any 
more. My determinadon and threatenlngB made 
him lau^ ; notwithstanding, he telieved me of mf 
uneasiness, assuring me that I had ndthing to fear.' 
This adventure served likewise to convinee me,' 
that by firm briiaviour, I might abnn much of thail 
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iiad 'treatment to which I would he exposed hy 
showing any timidity ; and I experienced in the 
sequel that this idea was well founded. The Arahs 
show their courage most when they meet with no 
opposition. ' ' 

Meantime I observed they were making prepara- 
tions which very much alarmed me. Tney made 
red hot some stones in a great fire, then, raising up 
a great stone which lay at the side of a bush, they 
dug a hole in the earth, and the Arabs, repeair 
ing my name, raised great bursts of laughter. At 
llist they cdlled upon me, and desired me to ap-^ 

f roach the hole which they had digged, 'the man 
had stuck, made several different signs with his 
tiaiid. He crossed and recrossed himself on the 
neck, as if he meant to cut it, hereby signifying to 
ine, that I would be cut there myself. Notwith- 
standing my resolution to 'defend myself, all these 
^stiires dii^leased me not a little. But what was' 
ftiy surprise, when I saw them di-aw up out of the, 
flie ^tch, as I approached it,' a goat's skin bottle 
Ibn of water, a small leather bag, which was fuH 
of bariey meal, and a goat just killed ! 'The sight 
of these protons perfectly restored my tranquilli-' 

2, though I remsdned ignorant to what purposed 
e stones which were on the fire were to be ap- 
plied. At length I saw them fill with water a 
great wooden vessel, into wMch 'they turned the^ 
barley m^; while the red hot stones thrown into' 
die water served to make it boil. It Was thus oxir 
masters dressed a sort of broth,' which they then^ 
kneaded with dieir hands, and eat unchewed. As 
f<ft tis feflaves, we had notibing to eat tut the same 
kind tff paste. The Arabs threw it to us upon a 
kfaid of car^^t^ #hich our patron generally sprtead* 
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Mow Ins feet, when he rapevted hiis pnvjpei^ aB4 
ijrhich he employed as a mattress during the night. 
Alter having kneaded this leaven a long time, he 
ffave it to me» that I might divide it among my com- 
panions. One can hardly conceive how, disagree- 
aUe this laairen was to the taste. • ThQ water with 
whidi it .was mixed had heen procured upon tho^ 
sea-shoce, and had been preserved, afterwarda ia 
the. skin of ^ goat newly, killed. To prey^t it 
ftom corrupting, they had mixed a kind of pitch with^ 
ity which rendered the smell of it 4oi|bly noxious. 
Tbesame water was given us to drink) and, had a^ 
it was, our allowance of it was extremoly «malL 

The Arab whom I had struck,- observing that I 
was complaining, gave me the ren^iiinder of hm 
brothy and told me that tp-monpw .we shci^ld eali 
the goatthat had been kiDed for us. This he made 
me undOTstand by signs. I infojnned huny. paxtly. 
by signs and partly by words^ hpw mni^ I wae^ 
surprised to have found these provisioq^.^ He topl^; 
the same method of telling me, llaat the gujde>:^Jho. 
went befoxe us, had' procured them for us firais^ a 
village i& the country, and that hie had .ooxieoried 
ihem under ground, to keep them from the eighik 
of the Moors, in case they should pais that way«. 
These particulars surprised me»,tlioiig]i I Gonfeaa^ 
it was still more astonishing to n^, to find the ipe- 
seatment of this Arab turned into. act9 of frindnrwo 
and complaisance. Our repast being aided> 
of us lay down to sleeo behind a hvm* 
. At break of day, we oeard the voice of qur 
tesB, ordering us to gather together the f ft F^ftl ^ ^^ nfl. 
load them. After doing as dettred, we pncBiied 
our journey, cairying with us th9 eniuiU je^a^nder 
pf our provisions. It was nearly mid-day wben 
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#e fitopp^'iii H great' pitting wIk^ we did not find 
8o much as a single tree to screen ns from the suh', 
which darted right ujran our heads. There we 
Were employed ih nbloading the cainds, and in 
pulling np roots to make a fire, whidi was a ver^ 
painfal operation, as all the trees, roots and hekhSy 
were tiiomy. When the fire had thorough heasU 
ed the sand, the goat was wholly covered with* it ; 
and we were employed in keeping fael to the fire^ 
whOe omr maaters regaled themselves with tfab raw 
&t bf the goat : they appeared to consider this as * 
a very great rarity. So soon as the meat'was bakedj 
and withdrawn from the fire, onr Arabians, with-' 
out allowing us time. to ctean it from the sand, de* 
voured it with incredS>le voracity. After having ' 
liioroi^ly gnawed the bones, tbey made use of 
their nails for scraping off any flesh which- remidn^ 
ed upon them ; they then threw them to usy with 
efders to eat expeditiously, and reload our camehy 
to that our journey might n6t he hindered. ' ' 

The sun was just about setting, when, by the re-' 
Hection of its rays (ibr in this country the sun sets 
dvery day in a'red sky), we discovered tents scatter^ 
ed up and down upon a little eminence, and flodcs 
whidk had 6ome th^re for pasturage. 

The inhabitants of the village came out hi tlmn^' 
to meet us ; but in place of showing us any of the 
pleasant duties of hospitality, they loaded us with 
henries, and made us sufibr very inhuman treat- 
ment. Two of my conundes were brought into a 
very-pitiable mtuation. The women pactieidariy, 
much more fierce than the men, took delight in tor- 
menting ua. Our niasters could not make any 
great reawlaiice ; they appeared, on the contrary^ 
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q^ncb belter plmed pBif^yitimii4tm» «lt ^M 
peddle witli the ladiBg of t^e camels^ 
[ ;\Vliile I wa8 at sow? Uttl^. distafu^ froi|i mac, 
I^snddenly noticed b, mail* iifho wned a b^ow .«t 
9^. with a douUe-JbarreUed i^iuk * I presented 
him my breast, and desired bim to stru^e. The 
firouie^s of myoountenfuiGe,' with which he bad been 
doubtless little accuatoni^dy, astonished him* Thi^ 
served the m^re to strengthen my opinio^ that 
^na might iinpese on. these Repple, by wwnining 
fm lo^daiinted appearance* As I approached to 
this man, ,a s)(one thrown froip an unfnpwn hand* 
i>Ht yirhich I suppose^ to, be that of a m^/mf^f stmck 
me on the head^ J los^t recoUectiop foT^^ little; 
bi^t when I recovered^ ^ ei^claimed. in a i^esy violent 
r^e^fmyd demanded satisfaction with veheynent cruM^ 
J fon^ this method very i^^riceable in strikugter- 
|t)r ainaiig these childrm* The aavQges wha w^pe 
({lathered aipnnd ns, not Imowing the canse. of my 
exclamations^ began to run ai^y. !!VIieantinie.ose 
of th^nn before he went off, g^ve me a blow with 
^e bott-end of a gun, which made me vomit.blood* 
If I €ould have diiEbeovered the fellow <who struck 
me, I should ceitainly have avenged n^jwelf. Re- 
duced to complaining, I did it. with such^ vehemence 
tha^ I ]»ised the curiosity, of BMiny of jdiie monsters. 
They inquired of my master who I was? " He 
is/* answered he^ f < a .very ricb Christian^ usud poi^ 
9^9^ of a groat quantity of giju)s» bs^ Bint-stones 

, * Sercval yean aioce, cwme v^Kelft were Iflsfc Upon tla« 
coast,, vvhich were engaged in a treaty with the Negroes* 
The Arabs carried off the cargoes, so that we need not be 
Btirprised that they bad* guns at difSktetkt Icfaida asnon^ 
tliem. '. • • • . ' ■ 



And seSfftet dodi. * ttnft you may umlerstttsd/ 
what a man of eons^ttetic^ he is, we had.-accesti 
to see that he wa^ very richly clothed, and that 
hia linen was perftuned with a very agreeaUe od-> 
(Knt ; f and to know> that Prince AUicoury and 
all his retinae had paid him a visit." 

I helieve I escaped much bad usage from hier 
sajing that Prince AUicoury had paid me a visit; 
To etdbree this idea still more, I counterfeited his 
huflbons, whom they called S^einns. 'Kns kind 
of foce so nrach pleased my master, that he madcf 
me repeat it as often as he found opportunity; 
He made us^ of dns stratagem to divert ihose aM 
mong them, whom he suspected as inclined to pil-^ 
for, and thus cunningly occupied their attention.^ ' 
No soonet did he make known my talent for imi-' 
fating llie JSgtetimSf than I was surrounded by men; 
women,' and'^hikb^^n, who constantly bawled oul 
to me ffonney (sing then). I had no sooner finish-^ 
ed, l^an I was ob%ged to begin again ; and this I 
was constrained to do, uot only to amuse than; 
but (w^y should I not own it ?) to pi*ocure a tast'-^ 
ing of camefs milk-^as a reward fbi: this my^ 
nkean buffooneryw * * 

We fasted one day in this village, v^hero thi$ in- 
habitants, however ill they behaved at first, did not 
fiiil^ to g^v$ as* protiitons for three oi^ four days. 
Tbe plaitti which we passed over in pioceeding fo^ 
wards ^ eabt bonntryj were covered with small 
stoote as "white as snow, round and flat as a len* 
ta. Ab We proceed, we perceived a dull soun^ 

* HebdievedthitalltlieproviaioiiswbiohwereittthC' 

King's iiuiminebeloQ(^ to miv , , 

f This ^our was nothing more than Uveoder-water, 
M^ith which xny linen had been sprinkled. 
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mider our feet, as if the c^eurlli had btieil dog cmtbe^ 
lawns. This conntiypreseiitod no variety to us ; the 
ground was a continued pliun* wMioiit ]M?9diidng 
even the smallest plant. - The atmoeydhere was 
loaded witk a reddish vapour. The whole country- 
appeared as if ^lled with iflUiing vdleanoee. The 
sa^l stones pricked ns, as if they had been spatics 
of fire. Neither birds nor insects \i^re to b^ seen 
in the air. The profound silence ijirlndire^n^ 
was something fnghtfiil. If at any time a geiitie 
breeze arose^ the traveller immediately found hlm'> 
self affected with an esi^eme. langonr, the Upa 
with choppii^, the skin with a foit!ming heat, and 
the whdle body covered with small pin^^les, which 
occasioned a very sharp and disagreeable smarting. 
Our guides, who had gone fer up into the country, 
to shun some tribes whopi they had much cause 
to fear, were not luckier than we in escaping these 
disagreeable inconveniences, which we suffered iir 
tbis part of oiQr journey, where the fiercer animA 
would not enter* The rays of the stm dait^ upoor 
idle stones, and I fearsd, every minute,' that ^eir' 
seordiing reflection would haye finished me. . 

We passed through this vast plain hito a second^ 
where the winds had fitfrowdd the sand, which ^n^as 
of areddish colour, at Htdd (Kstances. A f^w' 
sw^ smellmg plants grew (m the top of the fur-* 
rows, which were immediately devoured by e*t 
camels : they were no less Vanished than omeelves. 
We had the^happinesS) on quitting tins sandy pltm, 
to enter into a valley surroimded with mountains, 
where the soil was white and slimy. At the fiMit 
of' some tall shmbe^ of which the hranbhes were 
artfully formed into on arbour, ^tre found' sonie 
water, of which we stood in greatneed. We there- 



lof^ dciuakoC it with omch pUttsnre, altfaons^ it 
wa»very bitter^ covered widi green vamt, and of a, 
noxious unelL 

• • • 

We lound some oompensation howeyer, in the, 
wrcjO]^, by falling in wi4 & horde, which was en- 
camped at some leagues distance. They received 
yi9,yefy kindly, and pointed out to us some villages, 
wjbere they inlcMrmed us we could receive all ne- 
cessery assi^jtauce for prosecuting our journey to 
the resadenpe of our patrons. Tlua was an event 
particularly fortunate for us, as our guides Vad lost 
4ie wagr- 

My master's brother-in-law was one of the chiefe 
of ihia vUh^e, and. paid particular attention to all 
tho slaves. He gave us some camels milk? and 
flesh of ostriches d^ed in the sun, and chopped small* 
LJaiow not why, but he soon showed a partiality, 
inwards me; and accordingly, coming up to me,^ 
be said, •'' Unfortunate Chnadan, my brother has, 
Ifffm indebted .to me for a lo>^ time^ if you will, 
pilt yiemaelf under my ci^ire, I will settle the bar- 
gain -with him/' This proposal made me tremble ;, 
it appea;||edi jtp ,aaBui?B me 9f a long activity. I 
l^ti^^sa cijrtainly that mine was to be short, 
tlift^ I rai^ immediately to my master, to prevent 
1|^ a§fseeiag to his brother-in-law's proposition* I 
entreated him by no means to consent to any 
tep^. I made him understand that he would get 
more for my ransom, than his brother would give 
him* ^^ Set yourself at ease, " replied he, " you 
shall not leave me till you go either to Senegal or 
MofocGO> and that will be very soon." This hope 
filled my heart with inexpressible joy. Meantime 
notwithstanding the gratitude which I felt towards, 

s 
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Sidy Selicfm, hk propo^sal did ntft; MX W g^ me 
considerable uneasmess. He perceived it, aad told 
me, that he would make me repent not ksnng w> 
tepted his offer. I attritmted' tUa ihiviatenH^ to 
his desire of possessing m^\ hat I found, in the 
sequel, he was as good as his word. 
' After three days rest among the Arabs of the 
tiibe of Rousspey we resumed our journey, in or- 
der to get home to the fiamHies of our conduc- 
tors as quickly as possible ; though it was not tfli 
after sixteen days, in wMdi we endured nnwb i»- 
tigue and distress, that we arrived, extenuated ami 
liednced to skhi and bone. 

At break of day, we discorered a hamlet liiat 
seemed to promise a very pleasant dwdMng. Se- 
veral tents pitdied among thick huAy tiees, num- 
berless flocks feeding along the sides of the YSAr^ 
made us conceive it to be an' asylum of happnuess 
and peace ; but upon closer irispeclion, the af^war^ 
aftce of it was much altered. Hie trees, wiMe 
bdatitiftil green foliige We had admired; proved to 
be nothiiig more than old gummy stumps, wiA 
their few branches, entwidted whii thorns ; so thai 
their inaccessible shade spread out en evwy aide. 
They very soon after observed us upon the decli- 
vity of a little hifl, wMch led us to the d^elfog ef 
our martens. 

Several black slaves, who had commbidy the 
charge of the camels, came out to meet their maa 
ten, to kiss their feet, and inquire the news of 
their health. At a greater distaik^, the cMdien 
made the air resound with their cries ef jey^ and 
their wives stood erect, as a nmrk of respeet, at 
their tent^doors, wiuting their arriva). As soon aa 
they approached, they advanced with a sabmiaBive 



9?f> PH^ ^Mf fifb^ bBlMi, ii4|»^ tbe fae|d of th«ir 
hnslmiul ; theii) Wiag ki^fs^d |hein» .feU dowi^ 
pfOtttmld.JMfl*!^ d^eiD* Hua iQ^romony OTer, they 
Fegaf4«4 us frst with a look of ciirioBity» and the« 
p9;909e4^ tQ. i^^e iM. Not cqptooit witb thati^ 
tbeiy ^fit in. our £4Q&i 9iid tjuiow a^iie^ »t,us. Tb^ 
childreiit.follpwupft their examploi piached u^, tpio 
our. hfur» «i|d .8cr»tdi6d lis with their nails. Tb^k 
ami moAem caU(Bd out fiat to on^^ and then to 
another} enc9iiiaging them, amnsing themselves by 
mfi4mg. th^m to tonn^it. us. U^haj^y as W9 
were) exhausted with fetign^ hm^per, and thiisli 
we kx^ced with impatience towards the hour of 
oitf arrival^ little e]Epecti|ig the.freiBh trials which 
awaited as* , . 

JM^eantimeiy oar masters made a division of their 
slaves*. When mine ha^l received Uie caresses of 
aU tus fiamilys I inquiry of hii^y which of the wctr 
jmm who surronnded him -was bis fjavonrite. He 
painted her out to moii I i^roach^dy and jurftt 
aei|t«d her with two handfals of dovesy which her 
husband had very cai^lly kept, and wished ma 
to preiWBl her with» in cnrdsr to gpiin her good 
wishes. I learned <that Moorish wani.en warfl 
vary £ond of odQwrs^ and in a very particular man- 
aar of cloves. She received my present with $m 
insoltuig bftnghtiness, and poshed me into the tent 
with disdain. Immediately afl;er» this woman^ tbe 
most wicked of all whom I had known, hated by 
all ber coppanioaa, sueb. was:the blackness of }m 
character, came to 4«der us (viz^ Sienrs Devoise^ 
Baudre a^id myself,. who bad fitUen to the share of 
her bnsband) to onload the camels, to clean a kind 
of kettle, and to ^ther roots for making a fir^ 
While sbewaa thus, emph^yed in giving her orders 
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]i«r (te*r Imfibiiid was lying tel asleep en tlie 
kneefe ef one of hui coocubineB. 

The hope of soon regBuung my freedom, gsve 
me the necessary spirit to suppovt -me luMler iStm 
liardsMps which tins wicked woiaaii made me 
Bo^Sar. I therefore went out to make faggots ; hat 
what was my despair to find, on my rstmn, my 
two ooiispaBiions ' lying felled wi1& bbws, and 
stretched ont on ^ sand. They had heen iIiiib 
ahnsed, becanse their strength was tetaUyeschanst- 
ed, and they cotdd- not exeente the task wh&eh 
she had enjoined them. I awakened my master 
with my redoubled cries; end- although I coidd 
netspeikhis langoage.weUy.Iioade ^ift tostq^ 
port with him the following conversatiott :*^-^ Did 
you bring lis hither to kHl ns by the hands of this 
crnel woman ? Remember the piromiBe which yoii 
naade me. Conduct me without d^y to Senegal 
or to Morocco ; olIierwtBe, I assure you^ tbat 
though I should poish, I will canse to he taken 
fium yoU) liiottgh I cannot do it myself all the 
tveaMie whidi Ih«re givett yoa ; I will ceitaiii- 
takdy find a maater who wfll treat 4ne with m<ne 
bumanky lluai you have done. " 
• Myrage waseii:ceMive. Manyoftheneighboors, 
vftaesses of my transport^ were gathering about 
us. This was very disagreeable to my master, who 
feared lest I should cause him to deliver back the 
Uiluahle eflSsots I had given liim. He come to 
me^ iotok merin his anas, and (pushed me hastily 
into his teoftl and entreated me not to make suck 
a noise, fie than presented me wi^ « bowl of 
milk, ^* Cmj that,'' said I, << t^ my conpanions, 
who are expiring for want. " He assurad me they 
sho^d have some, and beseugfat me to be quiet. 



I showed him my arms all torn and miuui^ with 
blood. '' Recollect, " said I, in my bad language^ 
** how, when we wore shipwrecked, you, cried out, 
behold^g my hands, these hands have never beei^ 
aecusiamed to hard labour'; and immediately yoii 
engage me in the most painful employment. Y6ur 
countrymen experience in my country a very difr 
fent ^eatment. " He seemed astonished to lean) 
that the Moors ever came to France. <' We shall tallf; 
of this another time, ** replied he ; '^ in the mean 
time, make youirself easy. I will take care of yom 
as my own son. " Then, addressing himself to his 
wife, " I forbid you to exact from him the least 
SMrice which may be painful to him, and I at jsame 
time prohibit him from obeying yon in it. Se^ 
that some meal be boiled for the slaves ; I will i«r 
turn ere long to see if my orders have been exe- 
cuted. " From this hour the fiavourite vcfwed im? 
placable hatred against me. 

Meantime, the month of August drew towards 
8 close, and no preparations were making for our 
journey. I therefore inquired at Sidy Ms^ammet, 
when he proposed to conduct me to Senegal. Her 
told me, that he was in search of two very strong 
and vigorous camels, that could endure the fatigues 
of this journey, and that we would set out when 
he could procure them. ' % entreated he would 
make as little delay as possiUe, as the nights weje 
now turning cool. The dews began also to be 60 
heavy, as to wet us, in our retreat behindr the 
bushes, wheine we spent the night. It is tnie,;ttitt 
even the dew proved serviceable in one case^ as, 
by gathering it in handfuls upon our nalsed bodies,., 
it served to quench our thirst, which the coldness 

s 2 
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of the night did not extingtu/sh ; and we preferred 
this diink to onr mine, a resource to which we 
were often reduced. I spoke a second time to our 
master on the subject of our journey, who answer- 
ed me in such a manner as convinced me it wds 
not from want of inclination he delayed. '^ Think 
you, *' said he, ^^ that amidst such excessiye heat, 
we can possibly travel without a store of provi- 
sions, especially water ? We have much cause to 
fear, that, on our approaching Senegal, the river 
which surrounds it will have overflowed the 
plains ; we will also be in danger from the Arabs, 
of the tribe of Trargea,*^who are our enemies. I 
tell you the truth, " continued he, " we will be 
obliged to wut till the month of October ; about 
tiiat time^ the rains will water the deserts, and af- 
ford us pasturage for our camels ; it will be im- 
possible for us otherwise to subsist during so long 
a journey." I fully, perceived thie justice of his 
reasonings, and resolved therefore to have recourse 
to patience. 

Th^ heat was so excessive, that the flocks, half- 
starved, could find no pasture, and the sheep and 
goats returned in the evei^g wi^ tlieir dugs al- 
most empty ; and yet it was their mdk and t£at of 
tlie camels which was to supply food for a nume- 
rous fiamily. One may judge hfkn this, how much 
our portion was dii^inidied. ^-s we were Chris- 
tians, eren tSie dogs fared better ; and it was in 
basins destined for their use that we recervecl our 
allowance ! - 

One day the keeper of the camels complained 
grievously that he was ashamed to serve a master 
who was so weak as not to keep his klaves to their 
duty. His wife did not fail to support this com- 
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plaint in such a manner, that her husband, long 
accustomed to be het dupe, persuaded me, that, fo 
prevent murmuring, he would appoint Batidr^ to 
^at charge, as he was the youngest. Soon after 
I was obliged to take an equal share of the sheep 
and goats. The Sieur Devoise, on account of his 
age and bad health, was exempted from^every'sott 
of servitude, but his situation did not free him 
from cause of complaint, as he was constantly ex- 
posed to the savage treatment of the cruel Arabs. 
I happily escaped this by my new employment. 

Chie day, as I was returning with my flock, oi y ^ * 
of my sheep brought forth a young one upon the 
side of a hill. I took it in my arms, and proceed^ 
ed to carry it, i^th equal haste and care, to piy 
master's favottrite. I presented it to her wheh I 
reached home, supposing that she would receive it 
with the same pleasure which she had lately shown 
on a similar occasion. I asked her at the same 
tilne, if she would give me the first milk of the 
modier, as it was customary to give it to those 
who had the charge of the flocks. By way of re-* 
ply, she threw a great knife at my leg^, and drove 
me from the 'tent with disdain, and loading me 
with abuse. Her husband, who had been witness 
of her brutalhy, came to me with an assurance, 
that, by way of recompense, he should appoint 
me a very large share of the m3k. I had uni- 
formly given credit to his promises, but how much 
was I astonished, when, in passing by the back of 
the tent, I heard that rogue joining his wife in her' 
laugh at the stroke which she had given me. I 
was provoked ; but my anger was not a little in- 
creased in ^e evening, when I began to seek the 
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milk which had been promised to me, my miBtresa 
came to me in a rage, and took it out of my hands 
to give the half of it to her dog. 

It now drew near the end of October, and a 
single drop of rain had not as yet fallen. . My^U 
tnation became every day more and more disagree* 
aUe. I had no sort of clothing, but a piece of 
packcloth about my middle, and was thus wholly 
abandoned to nature. — Feeling minfUal^^convep 
yourselves for a moment to my deserL ! 

The plains and valleys were entirely burnt up» 
i^^d nothing remained for the nourishment of the 
cattle. The season was far advanced ; it was now 
the month of December, a period when the rains 
Usually were over till the next October. For 
three years this bounty of heaven had been with- 
held from the inhabitants of those deserts. We 
were now entering upon the fourth year of drought^ 
to be exposed to the most horrid distress, and al- 
most inevitable death. The desolation was be- 
come universal, when an Arab from a distant part 
of the country came to inform them, that abun- 
dant showers had covered several cantons where 
he resided. Joy then succeeded to fear and dis- 
tress* Every one struck his tent, and all set out 
together, to seek a habitation in these newly wa- 
tered districts. This was the thirtieth time they 
had changed their habitation, and renewed our 
fisktigQe in consequence ; for these hordes never re- 
main above twelve or fifteen days in the same en- 
campment. I was continually employed in lifting 
and cleaning the tents, and had the chaige of the 
baggage. Ofien they compelled me to carry very 
hea^y burdens, in order to ease the camels. I was 
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too happy when the iocks followed in praity good* 
oi4er, and did not giye me the troidile of ga&ier-' 
ing them together. 

My unfortnnftte companions were so eadunutedy 
^ait they were able to do nothhig; the conse-^ 
^tience was, that the whole drudgery fell on me 9 
and I shared with them the little food which '> I 
procmred, by labouring to make myself useful; 
for our master gave ^m nothing to eat. 

At length we arrived at the dei^d place, where 
I hoped soon to regain my freedom ; but my mas*' 
ter, who had hitherto oonnecteii tiie most persua- 
sive hoj^age with llie blackest treachery, ceased 
to d isocm ble longer, and made me endure the most 
horrid tjrranny. 

We were now encamped upon a sandy soil, so 
very moist, that a gentle pre^re of the body^ 
made the water spring up around tA in consider- 
able quantities; Happy would we now have been' 
with an osier netting to lie on, or a coarse carpet' 
of woolj with long hair, to cover us ; but these 
conveniences the Arabs themselves are stran^ers,- 
to, except those who are rich. During the night, 
a carpet served for a covering to a whole family. 
** Sidy Mahammet," said I to niy master, « Seoj' 
is it possible I can long exist in 8U<iti pliices ? Al- 
low me a covering under the tent. *I»%ilffBr much 
from the cold at night, and the gcound on which 
you make me lie is very wet. I hieiye made your 
fbrtune, and you promised in return to tise me as 
your son, yet you abandon me ! *'— ** It is' true, "' 
replied he, " I did promise you my fHelkfehip, 
and I will at this moment give you a p8rti^n1ar 
proof of it- Your situation, you say, is unhappy, 
but it wfll be much better than you iaoagine. Tell 
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iiie» what i» the destiny to which you ore a{i|^aiat- 
ed? Fire and flame' await you^ to torment yon. 
through all eternity. Have you considered well 
your religion ? " I quickly relied, and p<Mnted 
out to him its excellency. He heard me for some 
time, and then went away, telling me, he preferred 
a bawl of churned milk to all the absuidities of 
which I had been talking* — Alas ! ihere is no kind 
of torment, which this fenatical priest would not 
have aoade me endore,: to compel me to embrace 
his religioB. 

MeesiewB Devoise and Bandre, who had heard 
all 4his convnsatioB, (which I have here m«ch a* 
bridged,) assm:ed me it was very satisfactory. 
They promised themselves some mitigation of tb^ 
sufferings. The hour of milking the camels being 
come^ they called me to receive my own and my 
neighbour's portion. When I saw our portiona 
wene somewhat larger than usual, I concluded it 
was the good e&ct which my mondity had jwo- 
duced ; but, on tasting it, we discerned Uiat the 
inerease of qnantity was-owii^ to rain water, of 
which they had now doubled ourdoeoy so that we 
bad nothing but whitened water to siqiport na. 
This soon weakened us to such a degree, that we. 
were reduced to the hard necessity of seeking oar 
meat with the beasts. The wild plants, which 
they weie tnmipling under foot, with raw anaila, 
were our only nourishment from this time, till the 
time we regained onr liberty. Meanwhile, he con- 
tinued to prepare new labours for me. I now had. 
the change of putting the cameb in the plough* 
labouring' the ground, and sowing it; while my. 
master, not content with employing me in his own 
servicer hired me out to other ArsJw for a fnorsel 
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df ibUIc. I* would eertably haTe-swA «ndm* 
ialjgue, if, from time to^ time, I had nol found 
opportmuty to steal some haadlak of barley. It 
DM8 by tbis> tbeft (whii^ I am satisfied was a kMr- 
ftd one) that I preseived my life; ' 

*^ Yea see/' said I to my master,^ '< with wbsli 
siriMiiisBieii I kd)our with all my power. I make 
faggots, cham ^be biilter, keep the 4edk8,'pctM up 
roots, prepare the' camels hair, which 'y«wr wife 
is to spin, labovir liie gromid, and i» short do e- 
very thing you exact of me. I hare enriched^ 
yon; and yon will n<it Toachsafe to give me a few 
rags to coyer me. " O^er Arabs, mote -compesM 
sionate, and always jealons o# his hemg- in pee^ 
session of my riches, which they valued an an ia-j 
(ante price, ^thiew the same in his teeth one day.' 
This determmed ym to call me to hkoy wheBihe* 
asked me in their [M*esence, if there was any per«i 
son at Megador (whii^ they ealled Soitfa) who 
wciold: pay a^* good imisom forva^ I told hhoi 
they would to his content. ^* In that case, " re- 
'^plied he, " there is a Jewish merchant who passea 
this way to-monww, ask paper from him, and I 
will pemift youto write to those 'from whom ytm^ 
expect assistance. " The Jewish merchant * pitssed 
accordingly, and I wrote a letter, which I ad-, 
dressed to the Consul at Soira, or in case of ah* 
senee^ ' to his repreaentative. I ea tronte d him to 
have a feeKng nHth our calamities, and to send na 
speedy relief. I mentioned to him the best and 
most certain method of sending to seek us outy 

and the only one t» make use of tO' praeure ua 

* • . .. 

• The Jews born in the Desert live in much Ae same 
manner with the Arabs ; but those who dwell in the lownS * 
are more rigid observers of the law of Mos^s. 



iwuly dl»liiieilm6e. t Ttuis latter I. <H>iiimitted to 
the bimds of the Isxaeilile^ lund I appeared to my- 
self as if akeady at libeHy— -4oo fiattering hope I 

A yfmng Moorish ^l, whose flocks fed often 
near mine, relieved me of my mistake^ and made 
lae acqiiaiiited with the charact^ of Sidy Maham- 
met. " If he thoug}it be durst, '/ sqjid she to soBp 
*f he would not tueat you any better, than he does 
your oompanions ; nay, p^rbi^y he himself woidd 
take you to a private place and kill you, so liMe 
weaUd he be startled at committing a crime ; bat 
then he is afoiid of his two brothers, who have a 
very strong attachment to you. If he promise 
you liberty, it is only to amuse you. He dutat 
not even send you awayy for. fear thatMidey Ada- 
ram would cause him to baarrested, and take from 
him jJl that you have giren hiffl> perhaps even hia 
life." 

This Muiey Adaram :j: was a son of the Empt^ 
rar. Having heard vague leporti of the efiecta 

f When the French government, or any other, get in- 
formation of any vessel neing lost upon these coasts, tbe^ 
should direct their agent, either at Mbgador or at Taiw« 
giert, to abake eppttcatiim to a Jew pamed Aaron, w^- 
uves at Guadnuqi. He employs emissaries through all 
the different parts of Africa to buy up wrecks. TbiH ad- 
vice, dictated by humanity, is the best to h0 IbUowed in 
saeh clHes. 

. t The Sienrfieiet, one of my aeowtanet^ Plmon, our. 
Seon of the «hip, the two iriendsy Brissiere and John, 8e»- 
menof the same ship, were made to suffer from this bar- 
barous prince the most cruel treatment. Sometiities they 
were beaten whh a batdn or club, at other tines their bo* 
dim we» torn wiih the strokes of a poigaaid. Bvmiiig 
firebrands and red hot iron were sometimes employed ia 
tormenting them. It is possible to briqg the Sieur SoKt 
horn NaatT, the wounds of whose body will, attest the 
tniih of what I have advanced. 
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wideh I Ifnd brdnght whb ine, kel 8iip]iO0«d iJiat I 
w«s a r^ rich Christian ; and, in eonBequeneef 
tmvcAled more .than a hundred leases, 'in order to 
nudce a purchase of me. I ivl», however, very 
faaf^y that I had not Ifallen into the hands of a 
prince, so cruel as to revolt agtdnst his own fo« 
then 

This fMHftrenatioii of the Moorish girl extuv 
gakhed every ray of hope, that I should ever re- 
gain my native country. My nand was mudi agi-* 
tated, and I sank into a state of depression antd 
mefaraelM^y. Ever after that day, I experienced 
eoiittimaUy.£resh causes of distress^ 

' I now no more met wi^ any of my unfortonito 
coB^Nmions in ike fields. I much regretted tiha 
kMB of the Captain's compaixy* I had been a&- 
cttrtooed to it, and found a kind of eonsoktion 
in talking over witli him oiv handships, and the 
hope of soon bes^ again- blest with the s^ht of 
oar own country, (^le afternoon,' that the cooi* 
ness of the air had led my camels to stray a little 
tether from home than usual, I was ob%ed to fol- 
low them to a neighbouring hamlet.-— My God i 
what a horrid tpeetacie there presented itsdf !— - 
the unhai^y Ci^itain, whom it was scarcely posu- 
ble to recollect, except by the colour of his body, 
lying stretched out on the sand. He had one of 
his hands in his mouth, which extreme weakness 
had doiditless prevented his devouring. Hunger 
had so altered his appearance, that, he now pre- 
sented to the eye only a horrid carcass. AH hia 
features were wholly effiiced. 

A few days after, the under captain (Baudre) 
fell down quite exhausted behind a green bush, 
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being.left a prey to di^ attacks of a monMrow m^ 
peat. The famished raveii0 fiighteiied away th* 
▼evuHnoiis animal with their cries, then (ailing jopon 
the dyipg man, they tore him into pieces* Foot 
sayagesy far more cruel monsters than the fnrious 
reptUe> were witnesses of this scene, but left 1^ 
poor unhappy man to struggle in vain. I came 
running up tQ endeavour to save him* if in time ; 
the harlWws stopped and insulted me, and then 
told me, '^ The ^CAristian f4Jas goimff to broil m 
fl9^m% " I left this place, of honrosi not known 
ing where tQ .bend my steps* My camels and 
sheep directed moe*. I would have been incapehte 
of recittidttcting.them to their foldi It is impos- 
sibly to form anidea.of the sensatioiM by which I 
was agitated Kt this time* My team fell abna- 
d«ntly» while the most dismal forebodings incBMsa^ 
my grief. When I arrived at the tent, I no more 
knew what I was doing. I constantly imagined 
I .saw the carnivorous birds flying tbfoogh the air* 
with. pieces of the. flesh of. my. imlMrtuniite conn 
panipn in their bills. My maiaiter, astenished at 
my disordered situiujoii, mquired aX me. what was 
the matter with me, and why I changed the biad-« 
ing!» pf the camels* ^ Go, " replied I, " to a little 
disteoipe tbere»r-fpo and behold what lutve been the 
cp^sequences of. your cruelty, and that of your 
wife. You have suffered my conuede i» pedak 
fer wan^ bjecause, by his ill health, he waa not 
able to labour ; you refused him milk to support 
hiiQ* .Khen.his situation was such as d^nanded in 
a particular manner your help ! " Wbiki I thua 
spoke, -I concealed my tears, which would only 
hpe afforded a laugh to these monsters. They 
ordered me tp go and seai'ch the gu'dle, aU co- 
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▼ered witli the bl<iod of the anbappy' victim bf 
their bnrbarity. I was struck with indignation bt 
a propoMd sd shocl^ng. The coikmiation I iiAd 
undergone, and the ferns which I had eaten' to »- 
snage my hunger, occasioned very severe vomit- 
ings, which were followed widi extreme feinthedis. 
I had, however, strength enough left to retire be- 
hind a bush) where I found another unhap{(y 
wretch. He inquired the cause of my cbmplain«B, 
and if I had seen Baudre ? " He is not far off, " 
replied I, mfrwilling to speie^ more plainly; Imt 
nty mastei^s sister, who came to biing us milk, 
' cried out, ** Be assured liiat at this very moment, 
the ravens ai*e feasting on the entrails of Baudre ; 
the tine^is not far -distant, when yoii will be fit 
fm* nothii^ else; " Notwithstanding my extreme 
weakness, I was miuk disposed to give this ti- 
•gvess m answer ; but in consideration of the con- 
dition of my companion, I resolved to* keep bI- 
•lence. If t had been the first to inform -hiin of 
llie nmfeter, I might ' perhaps' havef been able to 
-liave soflened it in the recitri ;' but there was no 
time, I was preventcfd, and could only mingle teats 
-with'him. 

My health, which had been, preserved mudi 
'lietter than I conM have expected, began now to 
fmh The skin of my body hjid been a&eady twice 
•rene#ed» A third time, with inexpressible pahi, 
I found it was covered, if I may use the expres- 
sion, witik scales, like those of the Ambs. "The 
thistles upon wifich I waficed, had torn my feet to 
lAm fuiok ; I-cpuld not loi^r support myself. In 
a word, the great dogs which they continually 
famted «fter me, and of whidi I could fiot g«t 
-qmt, till I had received lome cruel bitcfs, klvoge- 
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ttiir tended to make me ^le unfit for kaepiiig;' 
the camels. To complete my misfbrtone, afoo«t 
the end of February and Maivh, the ezcMBiTe heat 

> dried np the water whidi we had fcnmd in this 
district, and not so nmdi as a single drop of ram 

. had fidlen to moisten the ground whidi I had sowed. 

• Oar flocks, finding no more pastarage, wene mpaa 
the point of perishing, when at last, the two trttMs 
of Labdesseba and the Onadeliras, after having 
consulted) each for liiemselves, resolved to go in 

^search of lands occupied by more industrious in- 
habitants. The Ouadelims carried their ravages 
. as far as Guadnum, about 300 leagues from iJie 
. place where we had been encamped. Some hordes 
of the Labdesseba, who were not of so wander- 
ing a disposition as the former, remained behind ; 

• and as they were not so numerous, ;^y found sub- 
sistence fcr their flocks in the neighbouring dia- 

• friets. They killed some sheep, and thus sup- 
ported lliemselves till the end of the following 

i month, at a time when we ourseluM were upon 

> oiir manoh to get okt of the deserts, whsfe ex- 
treme misery threatened all the inhabitants. 

I was in the dismal situation I have already de« 
Boibed, when we accidentally fell in with an Ani^ 
wno had in his retinue a Christian slave, whom I 
Immediately recottdcted to have been faaker aboard 
our slnp. This Arab proposed to my master Uk 
give him a good baigain of this slave ; so that, as 
he was by no means disturbed in what mannw he 
was to find subsistence for him, he agreed to give 
a camel in exchpige for this new slave, who was 
employed in my usual occiqwtions. I had then 
iime to recruit a litUe. The nah^if^y baker paid 
very dear for the food which he knew how to pro- 
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eiire.— Bat let us not anticipate upon theM toat- 
teiiB* 

After h|iTing eaten ^ all iJie enails we found in 
6ur circuit, we were supported by the sheep which 
we found dead, partly, by hunger, and paitly dis.- 
eaae. This suggested to us the idea of stifiing^in 
l9ie night some young kids, knowiqg well that our 
inasters w6uM throw them away, as their law pro- 
hibits their eating die. fletih of any animal whos^ 
death is not oecasioned by a slroke. 

Thib Uttle scheme, however, occasioned too fre- 
quent deaths, and it became observable that 
die goats, who appeared in best health at night, 
when the flocks were gathered in, were generally 
those that were found dead ne^t morning. Our 
.wants gave reason to suspect us, and at length we 
were taken in the act. We were, however, ac- 
quitted for pa^t injuries; with an assurance, that, 
if we Resumed we plan,. it should cost us our 
heads. Meantime, it was necessary for. us to be- 
^ink Ourselves on* some new plan of subsistence. 
^Thanks to my good constitution, my strength waa 
recruited, and I was now able to make faggots, 
for which I found ready sale, as in that country 
ihere is no season of the j^ar in which the night 
can be passed without fire ; and the women, who 
liave the charge of these matters, are too lazy to 
go themselves to cut wood. My little trade pro- 
cored me thus sufficient milk for my own support, 
aa well as a little to spare to poor Devoise, who 
was very si<^ 

As I was preparing to go out one morning to 
make ftggots, this friend spoke t6 me as follows, 
in a voice scarcely audible : << All illusion is at am 

T 2 
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§iid ; from this momeni I will no more flatter myr 
self with the hope of ever again seeing my naliirQ- 
country* I fed my strength sradnaUy decline. 
This nighty yes, this night, iny tnend, (for surely 
ypu deserve that name, after what ypu huvp don^ 
for me), .you will find ifothing here, but a eorpae 
iBold and d^d. fly, my dear Brissop, By ijm 
{lated abode, ^ry eyery scheme you can deipis^ 
(o escape .if possible ; yqu were surely destanefi for 
liappier days. If Heayen hear my vows in lli^ 
moment I yield my breath, it will restore you lo 
your wife and unhappy family. A^^^ my Mend^ 
the tears you attempt to hide are fresh pro^fe of 
rour attachment. Write to my toother; as9!9ve 
kim that my l^st words are about him ; and tluit \ 
file with th^ sentiments of real Chrislaanity. Adieii, 
py last j^oiir is fearer than I expected ; I eipire ! " 
«— |bi reality, he died that moment. 

Some c}uldren, who tiad ))e^ii witnesses of my 
grief, and the cause of it, spoo spread the news 
)brough the yillage. My master'^ sister run up to 
us, and went off immediately laoghing ▼^i:y hearti« 
)y, and saying that it would ))e so nK]9pb milk 
Bayed. Some neighbours, who I beli^ye frete 
'moved to pity me, by my sobbing, caine.tp laurxy 
me away from the lifeless body. They o^ii|m1 iii^ 
jBome milk, though at the jsaino tiine tbey tunieit 
my distress into iidicule. <' \V)iy,** said I fadiei% 
^ do you condemn the tears which I shed for my 
friend ? I have seen yoi^ in similaf cases, roll vipon 
the sand and stones. 1 have seen yoi|r eyes bathed 
Jpi tears, pp you suppo^ our sopls are not poa- 
'sessed of the same feelings with yours ? Deceive 
not yourselves. In this common calamity we are 
f^ brothers and friends. " . I could not say man 
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ko them. I fomd it iinpo68it»le to remaiii long in 
the prefieqee of these beings, who had the hu- 
man shape, but were mote ferocious than the most 
formidable and horrid animals. 
• Allliough I had not been aoquainted with M« 
D^oise previoos to our departure from France, I 
was very sensible of his loss. The pleasantness of 
his manner, his equal temper, acquaintance, and^ 
aboTo aU, ^e similarity of our situation, had con- 
tributed to connect us in the stnwgest ties of friend- 
diip. ' I regretted his loss exceedingly ; I went 
into the fieldsf to meet again with the only com* 
panion I had now remaining, and we retired to- 
gether with onr flocks^ the keeping of wl^ch be- 
came daily a more disagreeable tae^ on account of 
fbe scarcity of pasturage. . 

On our airival, we were ordered to lift up the 
))o4y 4^f our friend, and bury it in a deep ditch, 
that, t|s the Arabs said, they might hide from the 
0yea. of jth^ir chikben, th^ pight of a Christian^ 
W^ paid hiip this last, duty with much pain, for 
4Nir weakness was so great, that ^e could not carry 
.him, and were therefiNre obliged to draw him by the 
,^Bet near tbr^e quarters of a league ; and the earth 
^hich Burronnded the ditch we had dug, having 
fiuled upder me, I fell in fint, snd I belieyo I 
fininted away under the weight of hb carcass. 
« Some days after, we quitted those fields to seek 
a more fertile spot. We ^camped in the neighr 
:bmirhood of diSereat tribes. I recollected by die 
name DoAoux, one c^^e seamen, who had been 
-^enslaved togellier with me. I asked him the newa 
of his companions. *' Six of them^ " he told me, 
,♦* were canried oflF by the Emperor-s son, a very 
{4i^ tim^ fifter om- diipmeck ; Uiey had repassed 



into Fcanoe. M;T«AM>9;eUef sififeon, died #i<ii. 
tlie? blows of a club, by wkidi he Ittd been slniek 
oa tke head. The Sieur RaiMjizi, nndm- lieutoofMity 
died since, in terrible eufiferings. The others, to 
eicape the hoafroi's of ikmine, -hibd renovuieed l^eir 
iteltgion. As for me, Sir> it will not belimg ere 
I follow tlTose that are in> llieir ^ves. See what 
aconditioii I am in ! There is no kind of has^ 
treatment which I do sot daily sofiier. " ^^ Aias I 
my poor lad," replied I, ^^ do not gi^e up yourself 
entirely to grief. If it proi% tme, that six of you^ 
companions have, gotten safe again to Franoe, tlie 
Ibfiniatry will eoon be made aeqnainled with our sir 
tuation ; their orders will speec^y Iv^ow the fivBl 
Sselings of dieir hearts ; th^ will cause search to 
be made for us, and I doubt not that We wiU soon 
see the end of our misefies. " 
, Indeed, I hare sinee ieamed,>.that upon the fini 
news of our shipwreck^ M. le Marechal de Castries, 
had giren tho most positive orders for our vb«> 
demption. But the Sietir' Mure, Yiee Consul, 
to whom the orders had been addressed^ in -pkce 
of acting agreeaUy to 4he instmctioni of ihe vAsm*- 
eter, employed himself whoily in makiilg las cemt 
to the Emperor of Morocco and his officers, whom 
he loaded with oonrnderahle ^"esent^ at the ex» 
pense of the Court of France. 

This agent could -haye procured our-Hberty,- by 
Inlying at Guadnum, to some Arab or Jewish ner- 
tkioktj who, in consideration of 100 piastres (506 
Uvres), would have traversed every comer of tbe 
'Desert, and who, k might be fairly inferred, woiM 
have been satisfied with a sum considerably leas^ 
when he had not to go £arther than the nei^bouF^ 
hood of Morocco. As soon . as- he would Inrve 
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h^esAvpfoktiM to condact th« dukdan sknres to 
Mogador, the Anbs would hsfo broaglit tfaem 
tltttfaer fiwH iill qaarbemy in order to recoire the 
nimoin for thrai ; and ^ey would haye been glad 
to haye employed nHbat money ihey receiyed, in 
pnrdhasing wheat and barley^ which may be had in 
abvndaaee at Santa Cmz in Barbary. But the 
Vice Consul, by his negligence, prolonged our mis- 
Ibrtunes. The Aiaba, our masterB, were yeiy un- 
willing to undertake so long a journey, whidi is at 
the same time both troublesome and daogerousy 
vnthottt the hope of: some reward. The Sieur 
Mure contented himself with informing the mini«* 
ster, that he had^giyen the stricter orders that a 
proper seardi shcmld be made for us. The con*^ 
duct of Sieur Mure was so blameworthy, that, 
lest he should consider me as a yile traducer, I 
did mysdf the honour to mske it known to his 

. maslerB. It was my duty, as a Frenchman, and a 

. friend of mankind. 

On the other hand, what praise ought I not to 
bestow <m Mess. Deprat and Cabannes, merchants 

. at Mogador ! It is to their patriotism that the 
relpun of the greater part oi the unhappy ship- 
wrtbked pemons is to be attributed. The exten- 

. aiye trade which tiiey cairy on in the interior parts 
of the country has established their reputation in 

r«U the towns, as well as in the capital. If their 
adyiee had been followed, how many accidents and 
misfortunes would have been preyented ! I haye 
season to belieye, that this charge is now commit- 

• ted to the Consul General, who will particularly 

.interest himself in the redeu^tion of any unfwtn- 
nale persons who may be ahipwrecked on diat 

{Coast. 
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But to return to aiy BtfnEtioii. I^iiad daily in 
mind the mfornniion of ih» sailor, and coidd not 
imagine how we came to- be tfans forBaken, wiwn 
they had smch opportunities of redeeniHig ns. I 
•was reflecting ene day a|Mm the j^robahle caoaes 
of this negiect, when, ufion retiring bdiind my 
'bush, I was surprised to see raynnstn's camels 
return without their keeper. It was already late, 
•and he was not yet appearing. They ^eatted Ifo 
give me my portion of milk, and I had not yet 
aeen the poor keeper. I inquired at them wbafe 
'he was ? They gave me a leservedranswer, and 
drove me awiay. The forhiddiDg appeamioe of my 
master and mbtress, made me tremble for the 
•baker. I longed for day, to inquire vher his ftite. 
Early in the morning, a young keeper came to t^ 
me that Sidy Mahammet, who suspected the bfdc^r 
«f sucking the milk of his nmmalB, and had aAcotd- 
ii^ly waftdied him^ having, tafeea him in. the fint, 
had seized him by the throat, and* strangled him. 

Take care of yourself," added the young keoper, 

a Christian^ who touches the dugs of our cailde» 
q^rofanes them. The pmprietor,^ or any other A- 
•mb,. has a right to punish with deaih^wfaoenwr he 
-finds transgressing ; I have forewarned you. Tdie 
;care, then, lest you commit sudh a piece of sacri- 
lege. " 

1 had great difficulty to give credit to a atory ao 

very infamous. I nm to 1^ tait, and demamlad 

•an explanation of ^vhat the young man had told 

>me. A general silence coii&*med the truth of 

wliat I had just learned, and I gave myself up to 

•the most unbounded rsf^ Every one -fan. But 

wmy master's hrother-inJaw was the. only .pen«i 

who discovered any signs of compateioo. UMnvda 
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me. '' Wh'y> '' 9MhB td his brotben '^ did you . 
jM( sell ine tiiese riares^ iffhen I o£fefed ta pur- • 
clnse'tliein? Wfast pleasnre or profit can yon 
hav& m thus oeeanoniiig a niisenkble deatk to them ? 
or wliy treat yen thus eroelly the only one that re^ 
mains?. Yott confess thai he deservtis regard; 
nayy you enppeee him to be a king ; the riches he 
has given yon, I think^ dionhi engage yoa to treat 
him liandBomely* " 

This, last refleetioa raised the jealousy of the by« 
standers. They att vnaaknonsly appeared to fe- 
veiar my caase. But Sidy SeUem was the <mly 
peffBim>who spoke throagh his benevolent disposi- 
tion. The rest did not speak after him> as a tnark 
of respect to hi» great i^ and riches. This was 
the same Sidy Settem, of the tribe of Larroussye, 
liko had treated us so kindly after our shipwr^, 
and viho had forewarned me ihat I would one day ' 
repsnt) having refused has a&et of pordiasing me. ' 

I was new the only slave in the viHage. I had 
no person ta whom I coold communicate my dis- 
tMoes* My eitaalbn became daily more and 
DMre uidwppy ; yet I determined with myself to 
be m^longeiu aHaeted so. deeply with. it. ^' After 
hflPTing supported, with boldness, so many dangers/' 
elnd I to myself, ^ I have to tins hour gone through 
extraordinary fatigue-; my health enal^ me to en- 
Gonnttff etiil fresh trials ; let iae support them with 
cfl«age,'and perhi^ Rrovidence will soon cease to 
try me fiother. " • ' 

This resolution, and the manner in which I had 
conducted myself towards th^se who were wishing 
to depress me, had procured itae . some attention 
anongst these savages ; insomuch, that they per- 
mitted me- to tie, froni t|me^ to time, behind their 
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teutSy and ermi'to drMiL'at times oat of 
«•!§« ' My nuMter left me in peace, and did not 
'qnire that I should keep the cameliB. It is* tnw, 
he no more spake to me aboat^ restotisg me to &• 
bertjr; besides, I would have given v«y little cue* 
dit to any thing which he weidd have said. His 
treacheiy towards me had conimoed me thtft I 
coald place yenr Utde oonfidenee in him. 

I was obliged, however, to oondnne makongfiigw 
gots, to proems subsistence ; but X was often thrown 
into fits of inconeeivable ftoy by thirst. Oae mast 
have experiffliced the tonniBnt which I endured, to 
form an idea of the extremkies to which it b pos- 
sible to be reduced. I saw that the Arabs tbam* 
states were in the gieatest distress. Many died 
of hunger and thirst. ' The season pnmused no* re- 
lief to them^- This was tha fourth time that 
&«aght had destroyed the banrast. Tins cnul si- 
tuation had so mudt rankled the dispositioDs of tha . 
inhabitants of the different tnbes, that they went 
to war among ihemselves. Tbey made: it dwir: 
busmess to kUl as many of their cattle aa dwy 
could, and dry their fle^ as tha miHc had a h a a aa - 
OBftirely failed. The water was now very scaree; 
there was none to be found in any part of the De^ 
sert, but in the ne^hboufhood of the sea^eoaat, audi 
it was brackish, Mack, and noxious. This wietdH* < 
ed drink, together witii the scarcity of paBtmatgn, . 
had drivel sdmost all the Arabs from the luiMiB. 
The provisions having failed, no person dunit aea- 
tlein the country; thus w^re we circumstanced, 
when I had opportumty to obeerre what nec ooeit y' 
could teach man to do. The camels which w« 
killed, served to su]^ wi^ water timaa.Aidha 
who had l^ast milk, lliey pmerred, with graaft 
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6tra» ibe WBter winch k'fowid lo^edinllBSlM^ 
ttfu^ o£ tfaeae animalB* They separated it frmnt 
the dvng^ and^ by preflsing it, they proeuFed « 
gveeniflh ^trater^ ia/vrittcli they boiled- dieir rictiodSf 
That which diey took from iJie bodies of the go«t% 
tasted iilca fenaely and liad a rery agreeable fia- 
war. Tfaia water ia fiif from b^ag disagreeable; 
that of the cam^ -is much less pleasaat to tbe 
taste. But. wiiat. astonished lae most was^ that 
these aoimalsy :who did not taste water oftener 
than twice or thrice in a year, and who were fed 
upon. dried plants, should preserre in their stomach 
a psodigioos quantity of water; llie camel kk par* 
tiicvlar. 

. IVoTidenee, wiiidb had not wk^Iyfonaken me^- 
epntinued still wafcobing over my days^ wlneh I ■ 
saraaed inclined to cut short, by exposing mys^ 
to the dangers of a battle*' Life waa now a bur- 
den to we* Blithe hope of fmtiing aa end to my 
ooBfse, I asked leave of •my master to go totiie 
places, where his cattle feed, and to join, the inha-) 
bitants in 4^fimding themselves against the pillar I 
gpn. . Myofier was accepted; he gave me a beast. 
to lide on, and a pistol, lAkB only fire-arm which he* ' 
bad in his posiessiooi; he then addressed his-prayers , 
to obtaiafram heayen the pcesenration of his cameH* 
and ^ pcoisperity of the arms of those of his party. 
Ladfano^ then, with the |Nstol in my hand, ao' 
canipttBied by a relation of my master s. I arriv« 
edy with my conductor, in the midst of the war- 
riois. They fought iii the most disorderly man- 
ner ; I did not know whether one party fled, or if 
tbay rushed upon one another ; I could see nothing 
but a multitiide of men, and a ciowi of^ dust, and. 
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oodkl oiot coneem how they could dteuigindi am- 
another* My camel, whi^ doabtleas had been 
naaoeiwtoined to such expeditaons, maiched alow* 
ly into the midst of the e&^ny's fire* My oon* 
doctor was soon separated from me» and I saw 
him fall dead by a blemr, which struck him on the 
head* My camel, affrighted, made some dreadM 
capers^ aaid threw me ten paces from him, upon m 
heap of sand* IimBediately, a foot soldier maAa 
vp to me, ained a blow at me with a pistol, which 
missed me, and he instanAy fell down at my feefc. 
Another Arab came up with a poignard in hii 
haiid; he attempted, to stab me in the breaat, 
when, by a kind of miracle, in tifting his hand 
roimd his head, he emangled his arm in his tor- 
ban, which flowed upmi his dwulderB* I took 
that opportimity to strike him a blow wi^i the 
butt' end of my pistol,, and pndied him so reugblyv 
ihat he fell down in a state of insensibility* TUi 
was the only use I madoiof my arms* I had >]io» 
thing wheiwrithtenchaage the pist(^ alAoogh, 
in genend, they never go to battle without at leaat 
four or fire rounds of ammunition^ It had twiee 
OMSsed &re with me* These aecidenta frequenily 
happen with them, as both their arms and powder 
are y&py bad. HowoTer, the battles of the Arabs 
ane very quickly decided. The greatest harm these 
aavages do to one another in ^eir dcirmialies^ ia 
by tearing the hee with their nails, and striking 
with the poignard. . The camels, generally 80608- 
tomed to these battles, throw themselyes with lottd 
cries into the crowd* They bite and du|>ene their 
enemies more readily than armed troopers coohl do. 
When the cwiAict was ended, many of the Arabs 
came to me> saying, that I had fonght well, very 



M» D£ BRISSON. 249 

well in^d* They were oonyinced I had kiMed 
tliree men, idthough I had only wounded one. 1 
however mllowed them to enjoy thdr opinkniy and 
t6ok care to empty my pistol, that my charad;^ 
•8 a warrior might not si^r. 

Since Providence stili spares me, said I then tir 
.myiself, I can try every metdod to escape. I igto^ 
jeeted a scheme to get away, and to cany off from 
<iBy master all the treasure which I had given htm. 
With these effects, I proposed to go over to an*- 
^her-trihe. Maik my reiisonings. If any Arab 
.feiioiild meet me, he will not wish for a move i9y 
ivonrable opportunity to secrete himself, in oi'der 
•to put my booty in safety, and I would engage 
Jiim to conduct me quidcly to Morocco. This 
project appeared to me to be an exceBent one. 
■j^omnt of the road which I must take, and the 
.dangers which I ran, I hasted to put it in exectf- 
.tlott. It succeeded so far very well. I concealed 
myself in a hole till the morning, with a deMgn 
jaot only to carry off the treasure, but also either 
M good or bad»«overihg, as it might occur," to de- 
lend me froin the cold* 

Sidy Mahammet soon observed that his treasure 

ivas amissing. He ran quickly to the foot of the 

bush where I lay. Bntreaties, threatenings, and 

caresses, were dl employed^ in order to prevail 

upon me to return hu goods ; and above all, he 

entreated me not to speak of^theni to any p^^on. 

•*' I swear to you by Mahomet, by all that I value 

-iiiest, " said he to me, '* that I will cause you 

-to be soon conducted to Mogador. I promise that 

- 1 will make you a free man the very first oppor- 

fonity. Restore to roe, I besee^^ you, that whidi 

JDOU fonserly gave me. If my wife, who. is just 
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about being daliveredy comes to leurn my mfafor- 
tniie, it wiU affect her very aeriomly ; she will lose 
faer iidiRiit, and peihapa hra* life. Tliink what evOs 
you wiH occasion. " 

This observation of Sidy Mahammet .woald not 
Imve affected me greatly, had I not recollected 
during the nig^t, that it was very possible I might 
finirinto the lumds of some nnfortimate wretch, too 
poor to undertake so long a journey, and who, to 
make sure of what I had, might put an end to my 
days with his poignard. I made a virtue of ne- 
•cessity, and pretended to restore them, because 4jt 
his entreadei. I remarked what asceoidancy his 
Hoar gave me over him, and assured him, that if he 
broke his word, I would most certainly take agiiiii 
all- that I had given him. He renewed his oeths, 
•and promised to give me punctually, for the time 
lo come, a portion of milk, evening and morning. 
He kept his promise, but never went from home. 
He feared that his neighbours, with whom I had 
constant interconne, and especially his velati<»By 
would hear of the seizure which I luid lately made, 
and that some other time his dear casket of jewels 
might be taken from him for ever* I believe he 
now sincerely wished to get quit of me, and Heaven 
eoon frffiiished him with an opportunity, which I 
bad so long wished for. 

Chance conducted to the place whtdi I had 
bathed with my tears, 'Sidy Mouhamet, sheriff of 
the tribe of Trargea. He saw me, and asked who 
I was. He was made acquainted with my his- 
iory ; they boasted to him particulariy of my great 
p oss e ssions at Senegal, in powder, guns, &c. Ths 
sheriff inmiediately called me, and inquired wiMt 
vas my situation at the island of St Louie. I a»- 
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Bwettd his inquiries. He observed me a little 
more atieDtively, and" then cried but, Are you 
Brisson ? Alas I Yes, I am the same. He was 
imaiediately surprised. Do you know that Chris- 
tian, added he, all the property &% Senegal is his. 
This man had imagined, that all the effects in the. 
king's ^lagazines, which he had seen me order to 
be delivered, were my own property. My mas-* 
ter 8 \}To^eT'iaAa.Wy encouraged by these few words, 
did not hesitate long in making a purchase of me, 
which he did for five dunels. 
. I did not know of this bargain being concluded, 
when I was one day struck all at once with sur- 
prise and joy. I had returned with my master 
from giving the camels drink (for the third time 
in three months)^ and his wife had ordered me to 
go and carry into the neighbouring tent a leathern 
bucket which she had borrowed. Sidy Sellem, 
whom I have just mentioned, was there ; he call- 
ed me, and ordered me to prepare to go with him 
the next day to Mogador. I had been so often 
flattered with this hope, and had so often been 
disappointed in my expectation, that I could not 
persiuule myself that what he said was truths 
However, some persons who heard what the Arab 
■aid to me, assured me that it was no deception. 
The old man himself again protested this to me« 
I tbrew myself at his feet, I wept, I sobbed, I 
laagfaed, I did not know where I was. Alast 
who can estimate the value of liberty ? or form an 
idea' of what I felt, when I understood that my 
fetters were indeed broken? 

My first master called me, and told me I was 
no knager his property* " I have fulfilled- my P^o* 

. .u 2, - •• 
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tnke," abided he, ^* you shall agam «ee yottrna^ . 
tiye country.** I fei^t in that moment all my 
resentment, and gave myself up to mibounded joy. - 
It w^ no small addition to my satbfieu^on, when 
I understood I was to have a companion on the 
journey. ** We are to meet widi some othen at 
a little distance/* added he. How litde did I ex- 
pect tQ find the unhappy haker there. I adced itt 
pirn,- when I saw hun, by what miracle he had 
he^n raised from the dead. '^ Alas I '* he ssaswt^ 
ed me, '* I know not how it comes to pass that I 
iun not indeed dead. Sidy Mahammet surprised 
me one day sucking a she-camel. He ran up to 
me, gave me several blows, and grasped me so 
hard by the neck, that I fell down almost lifeleas 
fit his feety I w^s greatly surprised, on reoover- 
' ing from my trance, to find myself aSooe. I found 
my neck W9S all bloody, and you may see the 
marks df his nails at this hour. I crept upon my 
hands into a hole in a rock* The echo frequently 
caused the voice of my barbarous mai^«f to te^ 
aound in my ears ; he lutd come again a little after 
' in quest of me, or at least to see what was be* 
pome of me. Not having fallen upon the ^aci$ 
where he thought he left me expking, he caUed 
iipon me on all sides ; but I would not aaswec 
}mn. I had resolved with myself, eithw to perish 
^th hunger, or to reach the borders of th^sea, in 
hopiai of acting somie ship. I arrived at length, 
fiter ten days travel, having nothing to support 
m^, but snails, and urine for my drink. The sight 
, of a little fishing smack, wluch had anchored near 
%he land, redoubled my strength. I ran as fiaust as 
I could by the water's edge, endeavouring to make 
them observe me by j»ignS| aiid to get the 
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to «eBd ^ boat for me. But I had BcaBC(^|r enter- 
ed upon t))e rocks which border on the sea^ when 
I was eeiaed hj two young. Arabs, * who dragged 
me to soBie distance from the sefi-coast. The 
fright oceasiiNied by having fallen into their band% 
diM^ointnent in having foiled in my enteiprisej 
and particularly hunger, had altogether reduced 
Bie 4o such an extremity, that 1 would certainly 
liave expired, had not they very quickly given me 
soine support. They took very great care of me^ 
and from that day became my masters. I had the 
charge of keeping their goats, for diey-have no 
ot^er flocks, nor any other livelihood but what 
ibey proGtire by means of. their fish* They ap- 
peared to be a much more pleasant people than 
iboee who inhabit the inland part of the country $ 
tfa^ are more industrious. About fifteen days 
afterwards, they informed me they^ were to con* 
duct me to the Sultan ; and if they carried me 
thither, I believed they would meet with your mas^ 
ter at dbfe rendezvous, and inform him that they had 
VBBSted me. I much wished, Sir>" added he, 
.^ that you had been with me, well convinced that 
you w<Hild have been happier, for I found no cause 
to be displeased with these people. They often 
spoke to me about you ; it appeared that they all 
bad known of you.f But at last we have met. 

* The Arabs who dwell along t^at coast live upon their 
fish. They are exceedingl;|r poor, but of much milder 
manners than the InHabitaxits of the interior parts, by 
whom Aey are greatly detfpised. • ■ 
. f The jewels which I had ^vjep Sidy Mahammet hx} 
made so much noise through idl the country, that the tra-> 
veiling' Arabs who passed throiish our districts asked tre^ 
quently at my companions in miaforta&ey when they mef 
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What aro die^ to do with us ? Are tbey to con* 
chict U8 to the Emperor of Morocco ? *^ 

After haring. heard the baker's history, l8n« 
awered his inquiries to this purpose, that we w&re 
to set out to Morocco, bat that we had a very 
long journey to make. *^ We have much to suf* 
fer, ** addecl I, *^ as we must follow the track of 
the camels ; I know not, besides, mk what we are 
to subsist, for we have no she-camels, and of eoik- 
•eqnence can have no milk. I am persuaded we 
will be obliged to beg our way from Tillage to tH* 
lage, which will greatly retaixl our journey." 

The next day the inhabitants of the tribe of 
Trarge assembled around Sidy Sellem, and made 
a long prayer ; after which they brought both to 
bim and us a kettle full of broth, prepared .witb 
meal of a wild grain, of which I beliere I had for- 
merly heard them speak. They added to .this 
mess a large poition of milk, and their best wiahea 
for a good journey to us. 

Sidy Mahammet bade me a very afEecting adieu. 
** Adieu^ Brisson, " said he to me, ^< yoa:are about 
to undertake a very long and troublesome journey. 
Yon may easily conceive what reasons I have to 
fear the exposing myself to it. I wish you may 
have a safe journey, and that your sea-voyage may 
be more fortunato than the ta^t ; adieu, forget not 
to send a piece of scarlet ck>th to my wife. You 
win give it in charge to Sidy Sellem. Adieu, my 
friend Bri/sson." The tears which accompanied 
these last words would certainly have imposed 
i^ri nie, if I had not known how capable he tn» 
to deceive. However, the pleasure I felt in get- 
ting away from him, enabled me to express some 
gratitude. . I engaged to send whi|t he wanted for 
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Kb wife. He assisted me in moaiitkig a stout 
<»iiiel wliidi was appointed for me and tibe baker, 
but we were obliged to leave it a few days after ; 
we were not the only persons who did so. These 
animais not finding pastniage, were not in a con- 
dition to continue the jonmey; besides, the camels 
in this cowitry are not abk to endm« so much 
fatigae. On ^e other hand, we were not able to 
keep oar seats rery long, as they had no saddles. 
We were dierefore obliged to walk on foot the 
rest of ohr jonmey. Judge what I sufiered, when 
the sand penetrated into the wounds of my feet, 
and when the thistles opened these wounds again 
afresh. I frequently fell down without expecting 
I would be able to rise again. At the same time 
I had frequently to turn, sometimes to the rig^t, 
and sometimes to the left, to reassemble the camels 
wliich feH behind ; and we were often obliged to 
make counter marches to avoid these hordes of 
Arabs, iHbom we had reason to fear might pursue 
us. 

One day, — Alas I llie reeoUectioa of that un- 
happy day wfll long be imprinted on ray raeuMHy I 
—we descended into a valley which was covered 
with verdure by the rains wUdi had lately fajlen. 
My master therefore made a halt here, in order 
that the famished camels might get a little nourisb- 
ment. He ascended to an eminence, upon a high 
mountain which surrounded part of the valley. He 
sat down a little there^ while his own beast and 
the odier camels should feed, as he meant to carry 
them to the city and sell them. I passed on be- 
fore him to reach the summit of die mountain, 
supposing that to be the road which we were to 
f oUow* What oonfirmed me in my opinixm was* 
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that tbe old man permitted me to ^ntiiliiA iuy 
jouraey^ and I ako observed the path whidi I look 
was a beaten one. At4engtb9 having reached the 
top, I went to a littie distance from ttie toad, to 
shdike my l(H)g beards which was constantly filled 
with v^min, notwithstaoding all my care. Having 
Iain near an hour quiet behind a bush, withovit 
.seeing any- of the travellers appear, I returned 
again to the edge of the hill. My God, what was 
•uy astonishment when I could see ntf persoa ! 
•Where are they? Which way have they gone? 
What road shall I take? As the hordes whidi 
ieneamped in this n^ighbouiiiood came thither to 
feed their flocks, a great number of different roads 
fioiet here* I could not think of any other way, 
than to cry akmd different times on Sidy Sellem. 
At length I observed at a distance four or. fiver 
Arabs, who were coming up towards me. I ran 
to meet them, supposing them to belong to our 
•company. I soon discovered my mistake ; a great 
dog, and one of the stoutest of the barbariansv 
made up to me at the same time. Tha^vab aim- 
.ed a blow at me with the back of the blade of his 
sabroy which struck me on the head. The others 
coming up, drew me among the rocks, where they 
•had an asylum, and there prepared to place me in 
a frightful situation. 

See then the hope of recovering my liberty en- 
tirely lost! My slavery |»«omi8^ to be hardar 
now than ever, i was absorbed in these reflec- 
tions, when the assassins- conducted me to a decli- 
vity, which led to a place, where they expected to 
hi^ me from the sight of their con^anions. Sud- 
denly' I observed our flocks, and our little caravan» 
to tiW numberof twenty:peiB€ma»in a valley.ivfakh 



mbmoMA die naMUtaias. I kiddiy esci^ed crair 
oi the hands of^my plunderers, and foimd as moxh 
strength, as enobtod me to readbto my old man* 
The vafKbonds affi'^hted, i^dk to their heels. 

My master reprimanded me seir«relyy and diarg* 
ed me nevw-to separate from lum again. I com* 
pAuned on my part, that be bad not stopped me, 
when he observed ^^t the* road which I pursned, 
was not diat whieh he himself was to take, and by 
UssUenceyl supposed I was right ; in a word, that he 
hod gone off-withoot calling' me back, and that he 
had not seat any person in search of m^. He gave 
mefor answer, liiat he had not stopped ro6 in the road 
I- had taken, faeeanse he intended to follow me im** 
nftecyiitely ; bat he had been under the necessity ef 
goii^ i^ter the camels, who had etrayed thrwigh 
the yailey, eatis^ the green herbs, of which they 
had been l<xig deprived. " I was preparing to 
overtake you, " s«d he, ^^ at ihe very moment, 
when ihe somid of yonr voice' readied me, and ap- 
pcwed me both of year danger, and of that to whkh 
I- wonld have been expoaed in following yon. Bat 
I 'dnrst not risk my camels, nor hamd my own 
Jilie, to preserve years ; we have, besides, no time 
to lose ; let us escape as -qnickly aa possible, from 
ar place, in which I am in as great danger as your* 
self. " In conisequence, we doubled our pace, for 
die following six hours, and made a cross-march, 
in order to deceive- those who might be disposed 
to follow ns. We eAt no food the next and foUow'- 
ing.day, uyitil the evening. I -had taken nothing 
for my support for two days, but a few handfiils 
of wild succory, which I had gathered in the fetal 
vidley* • 
• aim day following, we w«re in an open-country. 
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W» had pM$ed over llie hills, aad traveled ikfart^o^; 
j^Ukis, filled wilii caldaed fliBt^BtooeBy wfaicb re- 
SKHuhled eolith's eharooaL Above these stones, a- 
rose at a little distance, a whiteish earth, upon which 
we saw great tnmks of trees, hei^ped upon oae a- 
nother, &e rooljs of whiek were torn tiS^ The bark . 
was. entirely stripped off, aUd the faraBcfaefl^ brittta 
as glass^ were tmsted like cordk The wood wa» 
of a yellowish eolour, like the wood of tiqaoricey 
and besides, tbe inside of these trees was filled 
with a powdw, rery hard to the touch. All tlaa 
announced to me a very extiai^dinary levcdntioB. 
r was anxipiis- to leant, if •these tmnks had any 
taste of sulphur ; but neiUier the wood, the dust 
enclosed in the Jiea^; of the treesr nor tbe cakjaed 
stones, had either taste or smeU.^ 

A|; s<Hne distan<», we found the laountiuais da 
prodigious height, i^peariag as if they were piM 
one shore another* Hie, rocks» which ware de-. 
tai^d, had formed, by their Gnimbling down, aa 
it were precipices. (Others, suqmided in the ai^ 
tbreateued to crush in pieces the trayelkr beWw. 
Others, again, in their striking ope iqKm another* 
by receiving ib their shade, slimy earth, wbieb 
Imrled down eontinnaUy, formed fnghtful caFema. 
The surrounding valleys were filled with lodcs* 
which a]^)eared to rise (me above another, and pro- 
duced new mawes, not less frightful. To ocmdadi^ 
it appeared like a long range of mountains, from 
which pieces of a groat size were frequently frllingb 
which wese reduced to .dust, Jbefore they reached 
the ground* 

From another side issned-two fountains) one of 
which drew along with it, 4n its course, a Uack 
slimy stuff, which occasioned a anlphurediis amelk 
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^he ol^yflepteR^ fima the fimty by » muJl 
i»dim«s ^f sand, Iraiii twelve to fifteen paces broad» 
ie clears than crystal. The teste of these waien 
IB pretty agreeid>^ ; the bottom of their bed k ^- 
le<l with small stones of ▼arions coloors, which pre* 
sented to the eye a delightful jHioflpect. 

It was in the same place I obscured a singalft- 
rity, which I submit to the understaoding of my 
readers. In a valley, wlnth appeared at first sigh^ 
to be very much circumscribed by the number. oJF 
surrounduig mountains, across threateuing vaults, 
formed by the felling of difierant rocks, heaped 
upon one another, I discovered an immense region, 
which astonished me by the varifsty which it.prs'- 
aented to our view. At the first entrance of thia 
valley, Ihe ground is moist and fiuTowed, as tf 
rivuleis iuA formeriy winded throu^ it. The bor- 
ders of these furrows were covered with many beds^ 
wad thickly spread over with a nitrous kind of ice* 
The rocks,, which served to enckise them, were 
covered with the same, and had a near sesemblance 
to cascades. The thick reddish roots, and the 
branches, covered with leaves, like those of the* 
laurel tree, crept across the different crevices. At 
a greater distance, on advancing towards the west, 
we saw pyramids of great stones, as white as ala- 
baster, towering one above another, which seemed 
U^ indicate the border of a bank, and above which 
yery high date-trees grew up> of which the trunks 
lyare warped round even to the top. The palm 
trees, extended upon a mass of stones, by their , 
length and colour, gave proof of their antiquity. 
Others, lying across here and there, and wholly 
stripped of their bark, afforded a very dismal spec- 
tacle. 
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I split one of the palm-trees Mth my nailsy and 
pat a piece of it in my mouth ; it had a ta^, at 
once bitter and salt, but no smell. Those which 
were overturned, fell in pieces immediately upon 
my touching them; and the filaments which re- 
mained under the bark, were covered over with a 
saltish powder, as clear as /crystal. The roots which 
hung for down from the rocks were glutinous, and 
the bark broke off with the least touch. I pluck- 
ed up several branches of wild laurel, from whichr 
I immediately distilled some white drops, one of. 
which, having fallen upOn my hand, occasioned a 
reiy smart pain, and a black spot, which took off 
the skin. I durst not venture to taste it. In a 
word, the stones, the nitrous beds, tbe overturned 
date-trees and others, enveloped to the very top 
the immense plain covered with an extremely fine 
«a]t, the ground cut and furrowed, whicU appeared 
to have been turned up by the torrents, those rent 
mountains, if I may use the expression, all seemed 
td indicate, that at some former period, the scum ' 
of the sea had been carried into these places. I 
Aftked at Sidy Sellem, if we were far from the sea, 
and if ever it had passed that way ?' He told me, 
that ^e were perhaps the first of the human race 
who had landed there ; that he was looking for the 
sea, which pught to be before, us, in order to dis- 
cover the places where, he had been told, some 
Arab camps were to be found, among whom he 
had friends who had accompanied him in a jour- 
ney to Mecca. 

• " Keep yourself easy, ** added he, ** the sun is 
niy guide, be will conduct me where I wish to go. 
You may therefore follow, without fear, the foot- 
steps of the camels." Indeed, I thought that T 
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WB&^ with' considerable ews; but. it was not 
long, when I began to feel excessive pain, as iny 
fee^ sererely torn^ were Med with a kind of saltiJi 
dust. How gready wa|i I astcMUsbdd^.whcai, afler 
two days' trayelling, I found we wiure on the brink 
of the sea, and per^ived bdfow me the roUii^ 
waves foaming upon a frightful precipice I To- 
: wards the east, where I then wsus, its course was 
-Hmited by iiqmense roclfs. On considering Uus> 
^viktion, I could not persuade myself, that ever 
this element ,had carried its waves to such a height. 
The rocks, said I to myself, wqnld then - serve £^r 
a bed to k. I lost myjself in my coiyectures; — ^be- 
sides, I set out at first to report focts, and it is 
. mot my province to make learned dissei^ta^ns* 

After some days journey liBrtber, gmdui^y ad* 

▼andi^ towards Morocco, we found other nioun- 

tains no less elevated than the first, covered wi|h 

- atones of rose, violet, citron and green colours, and 

I observed extensive forests at a distance. I bad 

not seen any before all the thirteen iponths I had 

. been in the deserts. I was astonished to see the 

trunks of tr^es coining out of the centre of rocks, 

. and to jtppeara^e hanging down like fruits. I saiv' 

, with surprise also the roebucks running after eine 

. another, upon tbes^ bbx^ treesy lea)>ing; pn-'ibe 

> hanging rocks -.with incredible, velocity, when they 

|»erceived any one following tbem*. The moment 

one of them took to<£i^ht, the rest immediately 

followed. I observed, aipong many other trees, 

that of which the leaf resembled the gum-tree, or 

. cmr parsley, to be the only one of the different 

kinds )ybich I had seen, in all these countries, that 

had suffered fi-om ligiitning« The thnnd^ had no 

ilidfliience upofi the rest. 
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^ We travelled tliroiigli tlie forests for tkree days. 
We had spent already four rngbts, and, during that 
thne, had not heard any thing of the fierce animals, 
wi^ whidi ^ deserts of Afirica are orerspiead. 
They must c^tainly inbahit the country which ties 
far to the eastward ; but how do they procure 
water? 

The more we adfanced, the more my distress 
abated. We frequeintly found fields of baiiey ready 
to be reaped. I sat down and ate, with a degrae 
of pleasure which I cannot express. Hie water 
now also became more abundant. On every side, 
We frequently fell in with Tillages, where "we w^e 
well received. In others, where we would not 
have been so safe, Sidy Sellem was much respect- 
ed, as he had formerly made a journey to Mecca. 
However, the Arabs oi the tribe of Telkoennes 
exceeded all in their attention to us. 

After having paid Sidy Sellem all the customary 
honours due to a stranger, they caused to be set 
before him, at the usual hour, barley, meal, and 
milk. He gave me the remaind^ of his supper, 
which I went to eat apart with my new comrade 
the bak«' ; for, especially on a journey, a Chris- 
tian ought neither to eat nor drink, and far less to 
sleep, beside his master. My repast being ended, 
I dug a hole in the sand, in order to screen my- 
a^f^m the cold. To prevent the sand from en- 
tering into my eyes, I covered my head with a 
piece of paddng-doth, which I wore about my 
middle. But t had scarcely closed my eyes, when 
I heard the report of two- gunshots, which i^pear- 
ed to have been fired hard by me, and immedi- 
ately I was seized by the body. I very readily 
threw off me the covering of sand whidi I had 



HMuie mysdf> and wbicji waa vaon* Ose of those 
who held me», asked me if I was wounded* I sup- 
posed that the fire^ which had takea hold of my 
hnea, had ccaue from , the waddiof of the gmi. 
.<* Noy " replied I, f^ but oa what account do you 
treat me in ^his manner ? " — ^'^ Siir> " * answered 
he, ** follow us. " My master, who had been 
liwakened by the report oi the gun, -Fan towards 
the place where he had heard my. voice. He com- 
plained of their abusing, in si^ch a maimer one of 
his slaves, and ihat they had violated the laws of 
hospitality towards such a man as he was* The 
Arab of the mountain9) in reply, told him, with 
an imperious tone, th^-t during the night he watched 
his floek,< n^t kn/owing that I bekmged to his re- 
tinue ; ^d having se^i a man comseal himself in 
the simd,^^ he had suppose4 him to be one of those 
vobbers, who, during the Jught, come to carry <^ 
th^ir yqnBg goats* Sidy SMUem pret^ded to be* 
)ieve him,- ccpnmended his. seal, and took ine out 
ftl his hfvids* As 9oon as he imaged that the 
filhigH wiRS aU qi|]#t, he hH a place where he was 
as much afraid of his own safe^ as mine. 
> The Arabs pf the tribe of Telkoennes are the 
.womt sitnaled of any that I have seen in, all the 
D^siert^ . They lij^e in the midst of mottntaias ef 
•and, raised by the winds* O^e would think they 
iMideaveiired to hide themselves from the light of 

* The language which they speak ia the Desert, diffci9 
frqin that spoken in the capitaL Sidy Seliem, who was 
considered as a scholar among them, was obliged to repeat 
several times, before he could make himself understood by 
BfTendy, who interrogatedliini in the presence of the Bm- 
pcnnv 

.x2 * - ' 
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day, sa^tifficuU is ll to penetrate into their re* 
treats, or to- find the way ont of them. The plains 
in their neighheorfaood ahonnd with prodigious 8«v 
pents. Three times I had oceanon to see them 
fi%ht«i onr cam^; and the imimak, when af- 
fr^ttd, fled, and ohliged the baker and mys^ 
to take long races in order to assemble lliem again. 

At last we approached to the €unons ci^ of 
Onadnum, of which I had heard so mnch taUdng 
for a long time ptat. It was across a cave chT 
rocks, that I saw at a distance a city baik npon 
an eminence, liie etmrona of whick annonneed 
formidable fortifications. When we drew near it, 
a Httle after, I conld see no more than earthen: 
i>idwBrks, almost all broken down. We observed 
some of the inhabitants, who appeared at smali 
windows <^posite to as. They seemed to be me- 
ditating some wicked action. The dnel of the 
-viUage, having learned tiiat Sidy Sellem was the 
teaderof this small caravan, came to meet iiim, 
attended by fonr negro slaves. They oarried on 
their heads a basket of dates, which their master 
had presented as a mark of respect to ium. ^ la 
this Guadnum which I see ? *' I asked at Sidy 
Sdlem. << No, '- replied he, <^ it is Fwt Labat 
The city is very near; yon nUay observe it. •' la- 
^••d, we arrived there two boms after. 

This city, so much k>nged for, is the refoge of 
all the most restate rebels of the different tribes, 
it is divided into two parts. The lower, part is 
commanded by Sidy Adalla. There was a gover- 
l^or for the higher part, whicl| is situated upon a 
lifitje hiU, and which very mnch leaembles Fort 
Labat. Ahnost all the bonses are bnilt in the 
ffpae manlier. Four great walla occupy aa in- 
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mense space of ground. All tliose of the same 
part, biifld a house which will only adinit light by 
.the door and the top, which remaiiiB uncovered. 
The four walk which surround the house are rery 
high. Th«'e is only one gate in all thw circum- 
ference. This is guarded by large dogs. Every 
particular person hai^ his own dog to protect him- 
self; and without this precaution, although en- 
closed within walls, would have no security agaiust 
llie depredations of any neighbour more darings 
or more skUful than himself. 

I could not reconcile this general mistrust with 
ikie oensider^le trade wtach was carried on in this 
«tty. I saw two markets in it, which certainly 
were not inferior in any respect to the largest fairs 
m the provinces of France. Though specie of 
different kinds circulates heije, I am iiidtned to 
ihfaik ^t their trade is principally carried on by 
barter. Fine wool may be found here in great a« 
bnndance^ «m1, above all, woollen stufis, half white 
and )mJtf crimson, wfaidi aro used by the infaabi- 
tanls for their dresses. Hie merchants ^A» pur- 
chase them, in order to sell lliem in the interior 
parts of the araatry, give camels in exdiange. 

Their ordinary porofit is four hundred per cent. ; 
luid on these artidbeathey gain much less than on 
s^heat, barley, dates, horses, sheep, gmMta, oxen, 
s he a n s eo , tobacco; gunpowder, combs, small mir- 
rtnrB,*and other toys, which are not carried to a 
great distance. They are consumed in certain 
small towns of the coiintry, in each of which a 
^maricet is held on fixed days. . What is very suri* 
prising is, that the Jews are almost the only peeM 
pie who carry on this trade. They are, however, 
exposed to the most hnmilinting insults. An A^ ^ 
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Miatehe» the bread from * the h^nd of an 
eaten his house, nakes bun givje hii^ a handful of 
jtobaccoy often beats lumy and always Miskves to 
lite with iii84^1ence; fmd yet th^ poor Jew muit 
•ofor with pati^ce. It ia tnie» tbi^ hc^ ind^nmi- 
^ea himself after his own manner ; t^ is to say, 
by the address with whiah he disposes o£ his mer' 
^andise to advantage, and by the cimmng^ by 
which he overreaches an Arab. The ktM^r, in ge- 
limnal, are exceedingly stupid. 

I met with a Moor.in this city» who hs^^peiiied 
t» have been at the sea-shore the very time of our 
fihipwredk. I owe him an ackoowlodgment, for 
be treated me well* . His' sister-in-law^ Papfayi^ 
speared to take a verylively concern in my aitiir 
ation. Diirmg eight days I ^>ent in Gnadmun, 
she employed me in grindiag some «wnri« She on^^ 
lertained me> well, and, I .may say* showed me 
numberless mstances of care and. attention^ Shd 
wi^d much that I woidd stay with her. But no- 
thing can equal the generous assistance I receivad 
from Aaron the Jew, and hia wiv^^ uotwiltotandr 
iog the ingiatitude which they have often ezpeci- 
enced ^m many Christiaa slaves. . . 
■ I kft Guadnnm» after baving^ rested there e^;fat 
days. Qn die road. to Mogadon, I fojand noUniig 
but villageaor castles^ situated, lior 1^ masi paFt» 

* .It was 9t CSitadnum tbat I first saw bread agaiiv 
^Whether brick or stones be scarce, or they hare not learn- 
ed the method of laying their ovens with' these materials^ 
I cannot sa;^ ; but their custom is, to make Kttle flint- 
stones, nd hot,, and en them bake tbetr dougb. Tkm 
bread b pretty good. That which the emperor caused to 
be provided for the consul, appeared to be baked in a di^ 
ferebt manner, though I cannot say how, I found ii 
wore agreeable to the taste. 
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on very high mountains. At a distance, one would 
suppose them snpei1> edifices, but, on coming nisar- 
er, we found them much the same with the others. 
We were yery well entertained. The nearer w& 
approached the city, however, we found the less 
hospitality. * There' is reason to helieve the inha- 
bitants are afraid of the aiBuence of foreign tra- 
Tellers. " 

We were sixty-six days on this march; my 
strength was exhausted, my limbs swelled, and my 
feet almost in a state of suppuration. * I had in- 
fallibly sunk under it, if my master, to encourage 
me, had not constantly said to me, ** Keep up 
yottr heart, there is the sea, behold the ships ; 
tfdce courage, we will be soon there. " Hope 
supported me ; and, in a moment, when I had not 
the least expectation of it, at length I perceived 
'<that element of which I had so much cause to 
4;omplaSn, an4'^^><^ ^<^ ^iB 'to be the arbiter of 
lay late. Sidy Sdlem, without doubt, wished to 
enjoy ray surprise. On coming out of a labyrinth 
of broom, we arrived at the top of some'lullocks 
of sand. — Oh I you who read this history, which 
is too true, you never can form an idea of the joy 
which I fek at that moment, when I again saw the 
4ag of France, and that of other nations, flying at 
the stem of the different ships, at anchor in the 
road of Mogador, which I still knew by no other 
name than that of Soira. " Very well ! Brisson," 
said my master to me; *« Very well! — Speak, 
w;ont you? — Are you satisfied? — Do you see 
^tibese vessels ?— Do you want those of France P-'— 

f A tkorr^ ^f a gam bush had run into my foot, which 
1 ewAd iiot get extracted, till it was eatirely putrified. 
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I promised to conduct you to the Consul, ymi see 
I have kept my word : butnvhat ? you give me 
ne answer I " — Alas I what could I answer ? my 
tears could not find rent ; I could not articulate a 
•yllable. I looked at the sea, the flagB, the ships, 
the city, and I thought that all was a dream. Tb» 
unhappy baker, not less exhausted, and equally 
astonished with myself, mingled his sobs with 
mine. My tears trickled down upon the hands 
of the generous old man, who had made me «o 
happy with an agreeable surprise* 

At length we arrived in the city, but still I 
was not without my feafis. I trembled lest. I 
should be retained as a slare. I had access to 
know, before I left France, that the emptor had 
abused M. Chenier, and that he; had made bis 
complaint at court. I Jiad not learned if France 
had paid any attention to it,, or if a new coiiani 
had been appointed ; but in every case I had CftDV 
to fear. I was not long, however, in being set at 
ease. On entering the city, I met two European, 
^* Who and what are you»" said I to them, '^ yon 
see my misery, condescend to assist me. Comfort 
me, support me. Where am I ? From what coun- 
try are you? What month is this? and what 
day of it ? " I was addressii^ natives of Bonr- 
deaux, who, after having considered, went to in- 
form Messrs Duprat andCabannes, who had made 
it their business to relieve any unhappy persons, 
whom unlucky accident had thrown upon their 
coast. They came to meet me ; and, without 
being ashamed at my shocking appearance, thef 
took me in their arms, and bathed me with the 
tears, which the joy of relieving an unfortunate 
man made them shed. « Your misfortunes axe at 
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an end, Sir," said they to me; " come with us ; 
we will do oiir best to make you forget your trou- 
bles." They carried me immediately away with ' 
them, after haring desired my master to follow us, ' 
and to make himself easy, as to any aiTangemcnts ' 
which I had it now in my power to make with ' 
him. I entreated these gentlemen to permit me 
to take aldng with me, not only Sidy Sellem, but' 
also his son. Their house became as my own. 
Care, attention, friendship — all were heaped upon 
me without affectation. They dressed me from 
head to foot in their own clothes, till such time as 
I could get some made to answer my shape. I was 
visited soon after by aH the Europeans who were 
At Mogador ; they congratulated j me] upon the 
change in fiiy condition, and particularly that F 
had arrired at so favourable a juncture, as that of 
the entry of a new consul, who had brought with' 
faim from France very considerable presents to the 
Emperor. 

1 was presented the same day to the governor 
>df the place, who signified to us an order to go' 
to Morocco. The king had given a declaration' 
td that effect. He wished to see all the slaves 
with his own eyes, and that they should hear from 
his own mouth, the proclamation of their liberty. 

We therefore set out in about eight days after,* 
iV'ith a guard, which accompanied the treasure, my 
master, myself and the baker, as Sidy Mahammet 
had sent him by his brother, reserving to himself 
the ransom which he might reeeive for him. Wo* 
i^ere supplied with mules, a tent, victuals, and men 
to. serve us. We arrived after four days journey. 
• The first thing I observed, was the steeple of 
dne • of the mosques, which appeared to be at a 
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great distance. I expaetad to see the dwalli^g..of 
ancient emperors, and other remains of anttqaitjr, 
but I could obserre nothing except the residence 
of the king of Fez and Maquine?. The walb 
whidi surround the palace are of earlii, and the 
two comers are wholly in ruins* One would have 
supposed them to be the endosore of a church- 
yard. The houses in the neighhourhood of the 
park are low, and built in the same manner as tboae 
of Guadnmn, but dirtier^ and not so well aired. 

The guard who attended my person, presented 
me to the consul and Tice-consnJL They offered 
me board and lodging, till I should set out for 
France. A second guard very soim came to ac- 
quaint me, that, the emperor informed of my ar- 
rival, had ordered me to appear immediately be* 
fore him. I therefore followed this messengiar^ 
who conducted me through vast courts, where . I 
" saw nothing but very high walls of sand, and a 
scorching sun, which darted lif^t on our heada 
the whole day. I af length reached the pakce* 
where his majesty's guards aiB assembled. Those 
who attend his majesty's person* are armed with a 
gun. Their dress cxinsists of one coeA of any co- 
lour, and a cloak, similar to those of the o^uchin 
friars. They haye on their head a small red cafv 
with a blue tassel at top. Their naked feet only 
half enter their slippers, which they am obliged to 
drag after them. .They carry the case of their 
gun in the fonn of St Andrews Cross, and have a 
girdle around that, body, by which hangs a car- 
touch bcoc Those who do not belong to this 
corps, have only a white staff for all their armour. 
The horsemea are dressed in the same manner. 
They wear half-boots on their feet, and*great spurs 
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of ttine or ten ine&es long^ which resemble ao 
many spikes of iron. Their hmves have always 
their sides opened to the quick ; the riders jog^ 
them continwilly, and appear to have pleasure in 
it. 'This is a faithful portrait of the troops of his 
itti^esty the King of Morocco. 

'While I waited for an andienoe^ I saw a captain 
teview his troops. He sat down on the ground^ 
his chm leaning on his two hands, and his arms 
placed on his Imees,* and tamed up towards his 
chin. He made the soldiers advance two by two^ 
«nd -gave tliem the word of command. Thesey 
Imving prostoited tiiemselTes b^ore him, retbed 
liehind, and went about ^wir a&brs. 
' Fire or eil of those who were armed with cinb% 
•ehrnd me by the^coQar, as if I had been a crimi- 
md. Hiey caused open two great folding gates, 
like those of our granaries, and pushed me rougb- 
ly into ihe park* 

- In vain I looked aroond me in search of some 
ensign of royalty. At length, having passed a 
kind of hmeiiey * 15 or 20 paces, they made me 
turn about my fiiee, and I was ordered whie they 
pushed me roughly forward, to prostrate mysdtf 
before this bru^iey in udiich the kmg sat, amumng 
inmself in stfoking the toes of his foot, which he 
liel<^ on' his knee. He looked at me for smne time, 
Bnd #ien inquired- if I was one of these Christian 
slaves, whose vessel had been wrecked upon his 
coasts i^ut a year ago, and what was my busi- 
St Senegal, fcc ^* Your loss was owing to 



* A very mean sort of carriage, drawn by two borsesy 
very ofWn to be seen in the streets of Furis. 

Y 8 
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your 6wn mis^advct," cnid he to me ; *^ why dkl 
yoa not keep yourself at large ? Are you Ticii»" 
continued he ; ** Are yon married ? " I had scarcely 
answered his questionfl, when he ordered paper and 
ink to be brought hkn, then, with a small reed, 
whict served hun for a pen, he traced the four 
principal winds, and made me obaenre, that Piaik 
lay to the nordiward. He then ciphered about 
iwelve figures in Frendi. '^ Do yoa know dieae ?" 
asked he ; and put sereral similflar questions to me, 
%o show me that he was a scholar. 
, '< Tell me,'' continued the Prince, << did Jthe 
Moantaineers* use you well or ill ? have they ta- 
ken many of your effects ? " I hastened to answer 
jdl his quertions, and infomed him, that the near- 
•er I approached to the capital, the more civil usa^e 
I met with. ^^ I hato not ihe sovoeigBty," re- 
plied he, '< of all the countries thiongh wluck you 
have passed ; or, to express myself more piopexiy, 
my orders cannot be put so effectually into execu- 
tion at such a distance. With whom are you 
come ?— With Sidy SeUem of La Bous^e. I 
know hmn, bring him hitJier.*' Immediately after, 
my mastor was introduced in the same maimer I 
had been. 

The emperor asked him, if he had bought me 
very dear, and what were his ' intentions. I^y 
Bellem answered him very archly, by infovming 
him, that he had no other intention in. trayersing 
•these immenae regions, but to come and prostrate 
himsdf at the feet ai his sovereign, and present 

~ * The inhabitants of tb« towns call those of the de- 
serts mountaineers^ 
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him with the homage of his s]|ive.f ^^ Do ywt 
knofw," contiBued &e Princey *^ if any other of 
tliese people are to be fomid among the Ouad^Bia: 
fmd Labdesseha, as it was by these tribes they were > 
all seissed ? " My patron answered him very hum«< 
biy. ^* Yes, Sir, and they may be very easily col-i 
lected together, if yon issne orders to that eikct^". 
The emperor did not push this conversation far*. 
ther ; he cmnmanded one of his guards to attend 
me and the baker, npon afresh order ; and that we 
should eat in the royal kitchen. This man express*, 
ed no little surprise, that the Sohan should havft 
condescended to converse so long with a slave. 
' The next day, the consul called me back be- 
fbre the guard, saying,* that when the king inqni*»» 
ed after me, • the guard should come and seek me 
in his house. I had then appointed for my dwel- 
ling, a cave, which had formerly been theresi'^ 
dence of the Spanish ambassador. The emperor, 
willing to pay the same attention to the envoy of 
France, gave him ^e same lodgii^. 
' This palace, which was the best the emperor 
had in his disposal, was nothing else than a long 
cave &ag in the earth, the vanh of which was sup-* 
ported by two ranges of pillara. The descent was 
by a small stair, and there was no air but what 
was procured by small windows, placed on the 
head o^ the vault. The emperor keeps here h» 

' • • • L « 

' f It is certain, that if Sidy Sellem had not wish^ to 
pay his homage to the emperor, (it was fifty yean sino» 
he had been at Morocco), jmd bad he not been called to 
the city by his own particular business, I would neyer 
have seen my native country ; I was too far into the in- 
terior parts of the country erer to have escaped olher- 
wisfc . 
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Unit aad war equiptgjB. In £amy naked watt^ 
flfikkriB irelMy bals bjmI nls» were all that we could 
see m thk dvfeiling^ This building stands in eae 
of. the fiaest aitoatioas in Ids majesty's gardens^: 
whii^ are adorned with olire and qoinoe trees, 
pomegranates and apples. The four highwaUs 
#hidi snrround them, gives one the idea.of a stnte 
prison. It was in this i^aoe that the emperor 
lodged the ambasradors, or representatiTesof power- 
ful foreign nations, and did not provide them with 
H single piece of ftumiture. He contented himself 
with ordenng them a certain fuamtity of beefy nmV 
Ion, ^oukryi bread and water, 
• His nujesty's own palace oonaisted of six laige 
cenrtay sunraimded by waUs. The outside of ^ 
eerag^ ressnAled s granary. The nMSfjne is 
builtin the same manner. I know not if the inside 
k any thing mere a greea b le, but there is nothing m 
its exterior to please the eye. The eity is sep»-. 
luted from the palace by mannm of day. Tli» 
filth and bwiee of beasts which have becai killed^ 
heaped up<m one another, serve, to use the ex- 
pression, as a girdle to the capital. The^e pyi»- 
mids of nastiness are ever to be found within tho 
city. They prevail even on the tops of the housesa 
and keep out the very light of day. The sa% 
which b^its upon diese hiUs of likh, exhales the 
putrebetion from them. The houses, ill built, re? 
semble hogsties, and are rery ill aired. The 
streets are narrow, and pardy covered with beds 
of strew. 

One day that the New England ambassadoa, 
who had taken lodgings in the city, the consul and 
myself, were taking an airing on horseback, we 
were obliged to alight. The people, under bad 
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j^TemnioiW or ralher without ojiy, run bc^se un, 
and intam^ted na ib our journey, as- we hadruo 
gmods to escort us* Without this precautioa»-ft 
person mas the risk of being cut in pieceSf .Xn 
fl^te of all the care I covld take, I got a stroke 
an the head with a stone* But I n^tber could 
(iiacover from whence, or by whom it waa thrown. 
Take.this as a just i^eciioen of the city of Mo- 
rooeo» . . » V . 

f The. cfaaiBeter of the inhabitaats differs very 
little from thakof those of the deserts. They are not 
quite so stouts and rather faira:* . They^are mpiB 
aceustomed to the sight of £uropeaD^, wdd there* 
fore, are less surprised with it, but they are .aq^- 
ly addicted to .th€f practice of ujsulting thenu , I 
luive seen many of them enter i»(o the h^usj^^of 
the consul and M. Duprat, sit down, and ^thout 
asking it as a favour^ demand of th^m spme^hiog 
to eat> and drink ; nay, .even require .that they 
should give them what they thought fit to as^ ,A 
porter, who had no other trouble than to opQijL 
three tim^s. to the consul, the',gate>of the .coxut 
where the emperor was, came with gre^t effirontery 
tcr him: demanding a -gratification. He gave, him 
some silver piecw, wi^. which he W98 f^ from sa- 
tisfied. He therefore continued . holding out his 
band,, and orying Zit (give more, this is not suffi- 
cient), with an arrogance e4|a$Uy ridiodons. as his 
d^nand. ; 

{ The secretaries and writers behave ip. the sa^ue 
manner ; they impose their demands on . all w|ip 
haye. any concern with liiem. The piincipal crown 
officers are still more greedy of presents, and espe- 
cially of great piastres, of which the value is 5 
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'lifDM ttiiA 10 sob. Their nuMler HUikM it lib 
dvly boibieny to eonmiiie then wW Anjr bane 
gaHwdby dloingaay piece of bwoneaB, or Bxeeank^ 
tmy oommiMieD. He gives them coBaidenbla 
peets, or sends them 1:^011 aa embassy; stnd when 
it* is pvesamed that tbey have amassed a ceituit 
faitmie, -they are ascvsed of boom misooodiicty 
stripped of all thehr poasessioqs, and left^ to fiaisb 
their days in slavery. Their vary children am 
nolexen^led from the6e acts of faarbanty. The 
same Mooley Aduam, ivliom I havo«faeady mean 
tioned, lives at this day waadering ia thp Desert, 
aad amoi^ his banditti, in ooaseqaence of having 
fallen a victim to his Jbthei^s eovetoaaness. I do 
not teow if this yoimg primie has ever shown ai^ 
good qwilities, hot in tihe Desert he is oolyeansiderw 
ed as a barbanms prineoy who will pmve a very 
cmel tyrant, if em ho-momitB thethvona. It is 
tme, tlM tiirone appears at pmsent to be deatinad for 
his brother Monlem ^ Aa^, who is as woitUesa 
aa hiuniNiUl 

• May I be psnnitled to observe, how e ^ti a o i dU 
nary it is, liiat a prince so Ikllo to be dreaded aa 
the Emperor of Morocco^ shoold oblige the di^ 
ferant powers of Europe to send ambassadors ta 
him, and that he should even dictate laws to ih&n* 
There is not a single sovereign who darss to send 
a leprasentative to his court without making biaa 
al the same time considerable presents ; and what 
eifvoy would present Inmself without having his 
hands Ml? When M. Chenier, envoy from the 
court of Fnuioe, delivered his da^iatches totha 

♦ This was written before my return from Senegal. It 
may be noticed} that the son has since declared war asainsi 
the father. 



^xssmfmmmmmmKSS 



M. DE BltlSSC^* 2T7 

ttopefOTy Mttie ling In them bad given otfeace f* 
Inm 9 Ise ti^iefore wrapped tbsiii in a dkty hsad* 
ker^ef, and hnng^m about the eonsnl'e neck^ 
ivbD 'tras aieiBonMDgly pnbUekly expoeed to the 
mockeriet and kwidts ^ that cruel nation. Hew 
happena it that ^e cenaals have not, by eommon 
eoBMiit, ifepfesented to their respeetive sovereigns^ 
that, the Empevor 4^ Morooco becomes every day 
more and more powerful by the snp^ies which 
ihey.theBiBelfes fomisk him ? Twenty years ago, 
tins pfinoe was absolutely destitute of resourees; 
He had nmther materials^ nor any place for cast-^ - 
ing camioDB ; and he was equally in want ei wood 
for building ships, of ropes, of iiaik, $sad even; of 
worlauen. It is Fiance, and otilier European 
powerp, that aasist him^ else th» Emperor of Mo* 
iroeco wovld be of tittle ccmsideration. Ks saperh 
batteiles of brass cannons^ twenty^our, tlitrty-sixj 
imd ferty«eigfat poondem, were fiamished by Hol<* 
hind, Spain, Ei^^land, and Franee. England has 
dene more than odier nations, by selling him thete 
beautiiiil cannons idiieh were taken on the float- 
ing foattefies. Mogador, thi^ part of it whi^*ts 
next to Moroccc^ is btnk in anadyturtageotts sitoa- 
fimu Its battenes are wdl cysposed) and thertf 
are cannon at eadh embrasure ; but they are there 
ooAy in a ma^er for show, as diey have no car^ 
riages, andars' snpportod only by brick work« 
There aie no werkmen in the eonntry capable of 
poiatmg them on carnages, nor is there weed 
peapw for making them. Did a few vess^ only 
wait- for ^ sailmg of these small frigates^ whidt 
are almost all unfit for sea, except only two, no- 
thing would be easier than to prevent them fi*om 
fSfltuming, and to block up the ports of Mogador* 
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EftbBt, and Sallee* Wfast wauM beeomeof liis 
eommerce, and, -ab^e all, his marine, did the 
Cfaristiaa priaces oease to aanst him, contnrjr t9 
^ intevesta of humanity ! Would England and 
C^paan nnite only for a moment, Tangien, his moat 
beaatifid port, woidd 80<m be so ftr rained, that it 
eoold not afford shelter to his salijeots, who, de»* 
titnte of ships, would soon be obliged Ui give orer 
thrar pitacies. 

, If the consols of different nations have never 
made these ofaaemKtioiis, and if they have never 
pointed out the means of. cubing the insolence of 
the Emperor, of Morocco, it is because they are at 
.the head of the comm««e. which these difirant 
powers carry«on in that part of the world. The 
Spanish cwusnl booght up .almost all theicora.cf 
the coontryy.and ships were sent off with it» Be- 
arding to Ids consigamiwts* The Fraock conacd 
is the only one who does not engage in commeroe. 
lean positively, asserty that those representatives, 
instted of teiUshing iheir courts, with the meana o£ 
diminishing the power of the emperor, ne^er cease 
to add to his strength, .and to incite him to make 
new pretensions. How much we assist theae pi- 
rales to hurt the advantageous trade winch, we 
might cai;ry on ! Their situation .renders them very 
dapigerous ; but if we \e99e them only^their.situar 
tion, it would be impossible for them to psofit much 
by.it. Let impartial people pay a viait to that 
Conntry-^Wt thcMPA speak with the same sincerity aa 
I do, and they will no doubt be convinced that the 
Emperor of M(Mrocco, of all. the princes, in the 
WOTld, would be the least able to do mischief, did 
the sovereigns of Europe cease to furnish him with 
succours. 
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' At leaglbf tfaehovr came, wfaea my duHiia were 
to be brekeii off. One daj the prmee, on coming, 
oat of the mosque^ gave the Gonsnl to nndenrtaiidi: 
that he. wished him to att^d with hit slaves, ia 
the court where he heid his Meahair (a kind o€ 
pidUic aiidience)^ ^' Consul/' said he to M. Dur 
woekoFf '^ I hope ^t yon will not be like ypur prOf 
4eeeaMxr» whose haiightinesB displeased me exceed*)* 
iDgly. Observe this yoong man (pcnnting to tha 
vioeHSonsMl), l|e is pleasant and complaisant. He 
coBslantly endeavoun to please me. I wish you 
to imitale him. I haxre desired it of yon. Yo« 
araat write to yomrmastery that I am s^aslied witb^ 
liiB presents. Adien^ retire a little with the slav«a 
vHnch I have given you* * Chooae any of mf 
ports which may be moat ccmveniait fiir yov em*!- 
baikatien. Adieo^ I go to name the i^cers of 
my oonrty who will acoonpoay yon to the place «f 
the consnlar naidence. " 

It was Gostomary at these aHdiences» for the 
emperor to take cognizance of all the affidrs of po« 
lice. He appeared mounted upon a white horsey 
caparisoned with a scarlet and blue doth ; gold 
taasels bung round the crupper. A squire walked 
at the side of the soversigBy-who held in his hand 
a long pole, at the end of which was an ombrella, 
to defeiid iua mi^'esty kwn the. heat of the sun. 
The gwad folkywed ihem on foot in gveat sikMsa* 
Every thing announciBd fear. A look from the so^ 
vereign erery where spread consternation. At 
his leaat word, he saw the head of one or mpre of 

* We werje seven in number, vis. myself, the baker, ard 
five others, belonging to the ship {Les Deuv Jmis) the. 
Two FHends, which ba4 be«i shipwrm^^ed tome Ume be* 
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hk sidiieete fidl without the least emotiait. Tba 
culprit is lifeless, ere the bet words of the seotenoe 
are oat of fcos month. However, I nerer knew Sr 
rich maa, who could buy his &Yoar, suffer dealfa, 
be his crime what it mi^t. 

What can be thought of a prince, who, upon aa 
idea which had been suggested to bun, Uiat I was 
doubtless a Christiao, more remaxkable than the 
ie*t, becanse I was better drest, and the conaul 
paid me more attention, forget every thing he had 
promised, and sent orders « to Mogador, to sneiA 
me, and send me back to Morocco ? Hapfnly the 
winds had wafted me to too great a distance, -when 
tfie messenger came to signify to the governor his 
master's pleasure* < 

* i may therefore say lliat misfortune iolknr- 
ed me to the last. I had certaiidy sunk under my 
misfortunes as well as my companiona^'Aiad I not 
b^en supported by a steady firmness, and aa un- 
limited confidence in Divine Proridimoe.. I moat 
not forget to mention, that before my departure. 
Sidy Sellem went away .abundantly satisfied with 
the generosity of the consul. . *< 



. I did not wish to interrupt my niarrative, aa I 
thought it would be more proper, that it should be 
followed with my various observations on the re- 
ligion, maaners, usages, &e. of a people, who are 
very little known, wd who, for that reaaon, may 
become very interestmg. Fatal experience has p«t 
it in my power to represent then. The reader 
may rest aasuved, that I. will be no less guided bj 
truth, in the description which I am now to lay 
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Mote hiniy ikan I have been in the prteeding re- 
cital of my particular adTentnres* 

.The Arabs of the Desert follow the religion of 
•Mahpmet ; but they have entirely cBsfigored it by 
the grossest superstitions. They live constantly 
wandering in ihe midst of the dry sands of AM* 
ca.- There are certain colomes of them who tra* 
refpe c<mtinnally the bordersr of the sea, without 
having any fixed dwelling. They are distributed 
into tribes, more or lesa considerable. Every tribe 
is divided into hordes, and every horde encamps in 
the districts which appear most likely to finnish 
pasturage for the supp^ -of their cattle, and that 
in such a mamier, that <me tribe is never wholly 
united* They are thus frequently intermixed with 
certain vilk^ges of the tribes of the Onadelims, Lab* 
deeseba. La Loussye, Lathidium, Chelus, Tnca- 
nois, Ouadelia, &c* The two first are the most 
f ormidaUe-^they cairy their ravages to the very 
gales of Morocco. It is not thei^eie without rea- 
son that the Emperor fears them. They are in 
general tall, handsome, stout and vigorous men* 
.They have commonly brisked hidr, a long beard, 
a furious look, laige hanging ears^ and their naik 
as long as daws ; they ilways use their nails in 
the wars wherein they are almost constantly 
engaged with their neighbour^. The Ouadelinst 
in a particular manner, are fierce^ arrogant, war- 
ILke, and given to plunder ; they carry terror and 
dread with them wherever they go. However, 
like the <^her Arabs, their courage commoidy fiiils 
^lem, when they have not a decided superiority. 

All these colonies lo<^;e by famyiee, in tents, 
covered with a thick' d^ made of camels hair. 
It is tfae women who vprn, their cbth, and weave 
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il^npoiii Si kkmi) so wodl, thtit they wovk tl nttng' 
upon the ground. • The fiiniiti»e of their dweUings^ 
cotisnts of two Ittge leather saeks, which answer 
itie puipoBe of keeping all their old clothee, and any 
pieees of old iron ; of three or four goatHskins (if 
they can proenre as many), ia which they keep 
their milk and water*; of some wooden ciiafa^ 
some packnsaddl^s fot their camels, two laige stones 
for grinding their harley, a smaller one to drive in 
the pike» of their tents, an osier matting wlndi 
aerves for a hed, a thick carpet for a covering, 
and a small kettle. These are- the pieces of fvir^ 
liitiire whieh disitingnish the rieh firom the poor. 
Their flocks/bjr whidi their riches are eatimaled, 
eonsist of two or thiree horses, sev«rsl camels^ 
some sheep and goats. The less fommate httve 
gxMts and sheep onlyk 

The praieipsd part of liheir deyotimiB, and liuft 
wMch &ey <4Me9ire witli the greatest atteiitioBy ia 
prayer. Theraai^ dl9lMrent4dndsof it: dieftnt 
commences «lwayi before snn-rising. The Talbe 
ia diattfligansh«d hy the length of h» beard, a pieea 
of woollen cloth, half white and half CTimaeB^ 
which he leaves loose jmd flowing" about hia bod^ 
and under mtitik appean a <figa]re^ oihamBfted if 
fhstiagi (the^ consequence of ezeeesiTe larineaa)! 
and a kind of chaplet of an enormous aiaow Ho 
raises a sad and lamentable voice, wluch one 
would be ready to suppose to be "^mt of a piooa 
ond contrite man, but which k, in Hict, that of a 
hypocrite. Girt with a poignard, he seeks the 
place whegpe^ his perfidious arm can, with a aa iif 
Ance> aim' the blew wilii which he wnhea to pierce 
die heaft of his noighbMir, his friend, andolll«i hb 
brother. By his uncouth sounds, he calls Us peo^ 
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fte to oome i&d raage themmk^et nidir bk bftn« 
^ KM*, to hear the praiBeB of the PropheU They all 
nm up to fami with a hdiy respect ; but before the 
priedt begins his fffByer, dity throw aS a littlo 
ooot, whidi they wear faslened to their girdle, and, 
hi which they are wrapped, as it is the drapery oi 
which their olotlmig consists. The Talbe a^fcei^ 
wards bows himself towards the groond* He ve^ 
novee with-his hands that upon iduch his leeti 
Ivere placed'; then tahes up a handM of the sand 
which has not been dirtied, and in pboe of water^ 
rabs with it his fiice, hands and arms up to the ol<% 
bows , in order to porify himself from all his «n« 
deairaess. Tb» people follow his oiaHiple* 
^ When tlie fMrayer* is ended, they stop fer some 

ttne, sittiDg s^[aat down behindy and trace differ'* 
ttit figures npon the sand with their fingers, and 
I torn ihem ioumI their head, as if Hprinhling them* 
aelves widr a- holy uietion* The. savages, whilo 
^ liniB employed, (diowtaa much eBtsrior piety and 
I nqieet as w« can do in o«r chnrefaesb I do not 
Mffve, kw p p f oi, that it is possible to make a 
graader jest of ^vligion than they do, urinn their 
fiw y srs are •ended. The wqmen, who only at-r 
teoMl'the meniing matins, and those.which they 
goabottt at ten o'dock at night, place themselvea 
I «l the gate of <their tents, and keep themselvea 
with theur faces towards the eas^ 
i Whe» the first part of their religions ekercisois 
peifomed, their next bnsmess is the nuUdng of 
the ioehs. They begin with the sho-camels» giv** 
mg'tdiem n great many Mows with their ^feet, imtil 
they 'make them jrise. As soon iss they ara on 
tlmir legs, they take off from their odder a kind of 
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eowmng made of rapM worked togoliier, wiudi is 
intended to prevent the young camel ficom suddi^* 
The young one then rons n^ to its mother, and,- 
by its caressesy prepares her /to yield her milk in- 
greater abundance. The master and the keqier 
of the flock watch the moment when the lips q[ 
the young camel are covered with a white ioam :• 
they.then separate it from its mother ; and eaehr 
resting his head on different sides against the ani— 
mal's belly, they press the udder, from which they 
sometimes draw five pints of milk, wheal the raniB' 
have rendered the earth frnitfuL The keeper iif 
the flock, after taking a few draughts every time 
he milks, pours the rest into a vessel destined for. 
that purpose, and placed close by the side of his 
mistress; for he is allowed no other nonriahment 
than the milk whidi he diuws from the last of the 
camels. When all the milk is thus collected, the 
mistress puts aside hc^ part, which is nevor the 
least ; then serves her husband and his children; 
and lays up the rest in a goat's skin, which she 
leaves expoised to the sun before the nulk be made 
into butter; Three or four hours after, the young 
gi^ bring from ihe fields the sheep and the goala. 
The mother, who is always present at the last 
milking, mixes the milk procured by it with that 
of the camels ; and when the sun has sufficiently 
wanned it, they separate the cream from ityin or* 
der to make butter. What remains, senn^ aa 
drink for diejrest of the day. When the bitter ie 
made, they put it into small skins, where it 9C* 
quires a strong smdl, idbich, according to the taele 
of these barbariaBs, adds to its vidue. JIhe wo* 
men use it fot greasmg thdr hair : intfaont thb 
they would thiok something defideat in 
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dress. One cannot belieVe to what excess tliey 
'carry their cbqaetry. They dress their hair with 
great art. - They keep it flowing in tresses upon 
itkerr breasts, and fast^i to it any thing ihey can 
find. . I have seen some of them ornament it with 
ehell-work, keys of chests, and padlocks, rings of 
umbrellas, and buttons of trowsers, which they 
hare taken fr<mi sailors. 

When their head-dress is thns so far prepared, 
tbey cover it with a greasy doth, winch snrronnds 
iheir head, covers the one half of their nose, and 
ties below their chin. To gire a brilliancy to their 
^yes, ^hey comb the eye-lashes with a great cop- 
^r nee^e, which they have robbed upon a bine 
stone. Next comes the adjustment of their dra- 
pery ; and here all the art lies in plaiting it neatly, 
und so as to keep the folds, in doing which they 
^imploy neither pins, cords, nor sewing. But that 
the work of the toilette may be complete, they 
paint the nails of their feet and hands with a red- 
dish colour. A Moorish woman, who wishes to 
be considered as a beauty, must hare long teeth 
shooting out of her mouth; the flesh from the 
shoulder to the elbow loose and flabby; their 
limbs, thighs and body, prodigiously thick ; their 
gait slow and cramped. They have bracelets like 
the collar of great Danish dogs upon their arms 
and legs. In a word, they labour from their in- 
fency to efface any beauties for which they pre 
Indebted to nature, and to substitute^ in their room 
ridiculous and disi^eeable whims. They have no 
other dress in all their wardrobe than what I have 
^lescribed. To add to the inconveniences to 
which these women are subjected, let us only re- 
llecty tliat the same linen on wbidh they are deH« 
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▼ered of a cfaildi tfao^r iieemve ite nastiiww sbaI 
bloipr their notes tB ; it b impossible to fonn ait 
i<Joa snffideiLtly disgnstiag, of the nastiiiMs aad 
kMTiid smell of the Moorah women* 

CoaM one suppose that these hideoas wamem 
are addicted to jealoasy aad evil-speaking ? It is^ 
howevery a truth. One of them has, perhaps^ oc- 
easioa to go and borrow something friwi her neigli- 
boar. If she meets the fauflfcendy i^ yufe her 
^ ltioe» and presently with a treinbliag air liters the 
lent. But if the wmnan is by herself, she be^jiaa 
to spjsak all the evil she can of any aaghbonr who 
Is bettor dfest. This conviHaatbn goes ooi when 
perhi^ a third eaters, who does not foil to lay ia 
her wwd, in such a manner, as that the one half 
^ the day is spent in evil speaking; aad she very 
tre^ently goes away, probably whhoot recoIleG* 
ting to seek what dlie can^ to borrow* T A mnca a 
and gluttony are also thw ^Tourite uns. Tbey 
wUi expose themselres to nionberless affimsts, in 
order to procure a little camel or goat's flesh, when 
they know that it is dressing in any persoa'a 
liaise. Their favourite mmisel is the liver. 

The men are addicted to almost the same vices* 
They commonly pass the whole day stietdMd cml 
upon a netting to sleep, to smoke^ or to dean 
themselves frwn vermin whiqh torment dheiB. 
The women have genendly comnutted to their 
(eare those employmmits which the men woald 
otherwise find no hentation inking recipiocally. 
There can be no cause of surprise that the whole 
eoaatry is iafiBcted with visrmin. They conteai 
themselves with throwing them 4own, without tak* 
lag the trouble to destroy them. Notmthatand- 
ing all my pvecaatioiH my bean) was abvaya filM 
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irith theoky nad I ma^ safely ssy it wte none of 
ihe least of my BaffHnngB dunng my captivity. 
. The men meet together sometimes in the day 
time, to entertain one another with their warlike * 
. fOj^oits. Every one recites. the numheir of ene« 
mies whom he has conquered. A ridiculously 
fiiJse story is almost constantly followed by a 
charge of lying ; a quarrel is the consequence ; and 
the eonversation is generally terminated wilh.some 
blows of the poignard. They can never agitate 
Bven the most indiflferent question, without luiving 
their eyes inflamed with rage. Fury is depicted 
in every the least motion, and they cannot even 
converse . upon domestic afiairsy without roacisg 
. and yelUng hideously. . 

Perfidy aiid treachery are two innate vices of 
the Arabs. It. is for diis reason they never stir 
from their tents unarmed. They never make aiiy 
agreements in writing, well assured that he who 
receivers an obligation would poignard him to 
jwhpm he signed it, to cancel his debt ; and there- 
fore they always carry hung to their neck, a little 
leather purse^ in which . &ey carry about with 
them whatever they consider as precious. Al- 
.though they keep nothing in their tents under lock 
.and key, yet I have seen some of them having 
amall chests; these coffers, which, often do. not 
ccmtaia the value of a small crown, are an object 
j4i£ desire to the whole colony-— I must not even 
except the brother, father, nor son of the propzie* 
tor. My master's brother was particularly^ en- 
mons on account of the small booty with which X 
^ad enriched his brother. ;He proposed to me 
.one day, aa a very simple matter, that I. should 
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kill lini dtftiiig the night. H^ oflbrod ne Ut 
poignird, ^nd |Nnomi8ed to ootui^Bt nw 4o Muroee* 
wbeQ I had committed the crime. HonreTer dk- 
jcontented I then was wkhf my sitoatioii, this pro^ 
p<MMd shocked me — it stmck me with hemni 
However, k was soon renewed to me, with e»^ 
treaties, by one Of Sidy Mabammet's undes, wIm^ 
of all fab rehrtions, appeared to be meet attached 
to' him. I have frequently seen this man aleal 
into my mastei's tent duing the night, in ordw ta 
carry off some old iraai, or lefther thong. TMa 
sanbe man was one of the most considerable in ite 
village. He was consalted m them diifefeiit dia* 
pntes, and his judgment was always deemeii 
weighty by the poor — ^the rich paid iktla attention 
to any itintn's opinion. 

Amdng the &rst lessons ihat they teadi thai* 
young folks, aris, to be expatt in osing tha 
nard, to teiur the entiaik of their enetey 
their nails, and to give to a falsehood the 
blatace of troth. Those who'to these laknta add 
that of reading and writing, become wery dm^gm^ 
pns monsters, and thns acqnutr a very grdat as c ea - 
idancy over th^ir compariionid* It may ha jaoU^ 
said, that they are from tiieir in^uicy famiKariaeA 
with vice, and equally happy in committing -a hall 
0r good action. 

Acceding to the cMmn of the cfftntry, every 
Mmnger Arab, to whatever district or tribe he be^ 
longs, known or nnkiMni^, is eAtiided to their hoa* 
pitdity. If there *e many travellers, they ail 
obatrihnte towards the eaEpense of their entertain* 
meat. AH, without distinction, go ettt to nieet a 
atranger, and welcome him upon his arrivid, asi ~ 
him in dismounting from Mis beast| and carry 
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baggage Mund the bush, which is to defead him 
^ hw tke ligQfvr of the night ; for it is an establish- 
^ ed coBtoHi, that no stranger is admitted into then* 
^ temU Tbift ceremony over, tbey sit down around 
^ the new comer ; inquire of Inm the news of the 
If coiHitryy wheiieo he comes, and if the party have 
^ emeoated th^e places where they were enctfmped ; 
j if 'befell in with any other person in districts more 
{ mt lesB lemote ; and likewise if he found plenty of 
I pasturage in the places through which he passed. 
, When tbey hftve got an answer to these different 
y wet io nq^ tbey then inquire to what tribe he be^ 
loags ; but they never think of inquiring aboulvhis 
ovQ health or welfare, till they are satisfied as to 
the other qipestioiWi 

If no person is acquainted with the stranger i« 
Ae horde which he visits, th9 richest among them 
eateitam him. If there are many of them, the 
exp^MOy as I have already said, becomes common. 
They serve to each a large bowl of milk, and of 
laiiey meal mixed with boiled milk, of water when 
it ^tBi be had. If the stranger can read, they give 
Iran the honour of saying prayer^ ; in which case 
the Talbe of the village places himself by his side, 
aa master of the eerfmonies* This sums up all 
hia entertainment, if he is a stranger little known 
among them ; but if has any friends in the horde, 
or known to be lieb, ^y quipkly kill a good ram, 
ar a Iftt sheep, to regale him. The women prepare 
4ie banquet ; and while they are dressing the flesh, 
they aerve up the fat first raw. So soon as the 
meat is- ready, they begin by laying aside a portion 
ibr the husband ; then thait which they appoint for 
any of their neighbours, with whom they live on 
good terms. If this attention was neglected, it 
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iwonld be an impaiable fenlu They then pbce> 
.with care) the travellers mese upon a tnue of 
«traw« llie Arab who is the entertains, ranwcB 
ft Chrifitain slave or negro, to follow hiniy carrj^g^ 
on his head the repast for the guest, which how- 
ever is not set before him till ten o'clodt at night, 
although perhaps he arrived early in the morning* 
Their practice is to give nothing to eat, till nigb^ 
when tiiey feast either by the light of a dear mocm^ 
or by a great fire, for they must have fire in almost 
every season of the year. The traveller never 
fails earnestly to entreat the person who Ininga 
hin his mess, to do him the honour of eating wiSli 
)]im, but he generally declines it as much as pos- 
sible, and his refusal is founded on re^ct fw Us 
guest* 

, The next morning the traveUen pnimie th^ 
journey, without takmg leave of any person what- 
ever. This manner of entertaining one another 
would be surely very commendable, were it not 
for the many stratagems which /they .make uae of 
to avoid it. When an unknown sti^nger appeaiv, 
they sometimes place at a little distance from their 
tent a camel's saddle, a mat, a' gun and a little 
bundle, all seeming to intimate the baggage of 
some traveller who has alighted from his horae ; 
but often these precautions do not hinder the stran- 
ger from settling beside the same baggage. The 
chief comes to declare that they belong to aome 
Arab of a neighbouring village ; but aa this is a 
plan with whidi they are all equally acquainted, 
tbe visitor generally is not disoouiaged, he remains 
there ; but in this case they revenge themselves 
on his importunity, by giving him a very, slender 
portion of victujjs. Then he keeps a sharp look- 
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i\ oQCy aad if he lees any fire, he ranft tewairdB it in 
die h(^ of getting some flesh or broth. He takes 
;9 great care to keep himself at first ccmcealed behind 
% the tent, in order to overhear what passes there> 
i, and to discover if they are at victuals ; fo^ they 
;: are at grout pains, in order to prevmt each visits* 
sr ^ take away very speedily the three stones which 
> rapport the kettle ; and in this case his plan sue* 
\ ceeds, since they never see any person pass with<* 
; i(iit inviting him to enter and partake of the feast* 
It often ^ppens that, while the gorinandizing 
c ~ goes on, they steal from behind the bosh tl^ e^ 
( * leets which he secreted there ; but this is only one 
r trick lor another, for he takes the first opportamty 
f of paying them home in their own coin. 

It 18 difficnlt to form a just idea of the pridia 
r snd ignorance ^ these people. They not only 
imagine that they are the fffst people in the worlds 
r but they have the presuo^on tp believe that the 
son rises only for them* Several of them have re- 
peatedly said to me, << Behold that luminary! 
which is unknown in thy country. During & 
lygfat thou art not enlightened, as we are, by that 
trnvenly body, whidi rq^lates our days and our 
laeta. Ilis children * point out to us the hours of 
prayer* You have neither trees nor camels, sheep, 
goat^ nor dogs. Are your women made IS^e ours ?** 
-^^^ How long didst thou remain in the womb (^thy 
■aotherP" said another. " As long, " replied I» 
^ M thou in that of thine.*' — ^^ Indeed I " replied a 
third, counting my fingers and toes, '< he is made 
like us ; ho differs imly in his colour and language, 
trhich astonishes me. *'— -<^ Y^q you sow barley in 

* Tb^s ihey name tlw ^tara. 



. 492 CAPTIVITY Ol^* 

your houses?'* meaning our ships. ^* No, " aif-^ 
swered I ; we sow our fields almost in the same 
season as you. " — " How ! " cried out several of 
them, '^' do you inhabit the earth ? We believed 
that you were bom and lived on the sea. ** Siu^ 
were the different questions I had to answer, when ^ 
I had the honour of their conversation. -- 

War among th^n is nothing else than robbery $ 
therefore they never engage in it, but in the view^ 
of indulging their sloth, when they have pillaged 
the flocks, and ravaged the fields befor^' they are 
reaped. One day that the fields were covered with 
the whole flocks of the village, one of the keepera 
ran up, quite out of breath, to inform us that some 
squadrons of the Ouadelims had appeared jxpon 
the top of the hills, wiUi an apparent intentioii of 
carrying off the cattle. Immediately the dnun * 
beat, all ran to arms, and advanced towardB tbe 
enemy. The riders on horseback are enveloped 
in a doud of dust. The camels who has a voy 
long step, is almost as agile. Pushed on by the 
roaring cries of his rider, he darts into the crowd, 
and makes a more terrible carnage by his bites 
than all the musketry. They never make an at- 
tack drawn up in line of battle. Every warrior 
has his own particular combatant. He who tiirows 
his adversary on the ground, or who carries off his 
arms or his. beast, retires precipitately with the 
fruit of his victory. Others, if they think they 
are the stronger party, lay hold on them, give 

* This great drtim is committed to the charge of ooe of 
the most considerable inhabitants. It is used on different 
cMxrasions ; sometimes to call to arms, someUmea to inform 
thatttn Arab is bewildered in the Desert, and at other 
times that the otoiels are losl. - ' 
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Jlbem seVJBral blows with a poignard, or trail out 
tiidr entrails with their horrid daws. The per-: 
son who to-day is possessed of considerable riches 
in bestial, may find himself reduced to-morrow to 
extreme poyerty, and stripped by him who, the 
preceding day, had no property at all. The weak-* 
est tribes, who are in consequence most exposed,^ 
are careful to live at a considerable distance, espe- 
cially from the Ouadelims and Labdesseba* I 
have seen some of these tviro tribes, sometimes be- 
fore leaving their country, begin their ravages in 
the neighbourhood of Arguin, which they call Aga- 
dir, and carry them even to the gates of Morocco. 

In general, they cultivate no other grain but 
barley, and sometimes wheat, when there has been, 
plenty of ram. But after three years of drought, 
their fields producing nothing, their method is to 
carry the horrors of war into more fortunate coun- 
tries, and there seize from their brethren the findts 
lyf their labour and industry. It thus happens that 
plentiful crops fiedl into the hands of ferocious men,> 
who are more disposed to fight, than to labour for 
their subsistence. 

When the battle is over, each party dig gravea 
for the slain. The Talbes, being desired to repair 
to the place stained with the blood of their bre- 
^iren, run up to perform the duties of their func- 
tion. These consist in pronouncing some plaintive 
sounds up<Hi a feW handfuls of sand gathered to- 
gether in a shell, and sprinkling it upon the yn- 
hi^py persons whom they prepare, for death, by 
placing their thumb upon their forehead, as if they 
were applying some holy oil, and conclude with 
throwing upon their bodies a scarf and chaplet. 
When they expire, they stretch them in a grave, 
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always darafally laying' them <m ihe left mde^ 
their hee towards the east, ai^ if to contemplatB 
the tomb of their prophet. They theo enclose the 
tomb with great stones heaped upon one anolheT, 
which serve as a monument to these pyhigiBg' sol- 
diers. The ages of ^eir warriora are xtistii^fusihed 
by the space of ground which their coffin oec»« 
pies. The women, bathed in tetiv, come to tlirour 
ihemselyes around these mausoleums. Their geo-* 
tores, wry faces, and harmonious sobs, form a ^very* 
ndiculooB spectacle. A trayeller should never pssB 
before these tombs, without 'depositang tliera bis 
staff; and, after a short prayer, he ndses anmnd 
the tomb heaps of stones, udiich are evidmces of 
the vows he has made for the repose of his so«L 

Aher these ftmerai rites, cries of desoklioo nh- 
sound through the village. Every person mingtes 
tears with those of the afflicted reWuma. Tlk» 
tont of the deceased is conveyed to aao^er place* 
Ail his effects axe exposed to the opeo air; ani 
one of the fattest rams is sUiin to comfort tho i^ 
lations and fiieiids, who offer it to the deceoaed in 
sacrifice. The repast being ended, ^ey bwy aD 
difierences. The day after the battle, I hsvo eeeo 
tliem pay visits to one anothen He w^ has daB« 
gerously wounded his neighbour the day ba l b ro i 
goes to see him, and converses vMk him on iha 
dexterity witb whidi he seized the favoundble ia»> 
ment to strike the blow. But what I consider aa 
m^t extraordinary is, that earth is their only can 
for the deepfei|t wounds. From whatever place 
they take the earth, the i^ect is the same. In 
Ofder to heal their pains, they have recourse to aa* 
oth^r expedient, which however does not ahmys 
prove equally efficacious; that is, to apply red hot 
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inm to the psrt effected Indeed, ibalt AsAstam 
subject to .few diseases. I have :seeii many old 
peopie, of both sexe% who ware oppressed with 
no Idad of infiimity. . Sote eyes, and eolics, are 
tlie most wual diswdeie among them. ChildreB^ 
above a]!, m (deposed to these, though in other 
xespects strong aiid robust. In the mommg it is 
difficult for tiiem to open their eyelids. Widi re-* 
l^ffd to the coiic, I think it is occasioned by the 
▼eidigiii which is mixed with every thing they ei^ 
Off drmk. The xeason oi its not occasicming mors 
sudden disasters, is^ perhaps, the large quantities 
of mtlk which they me. The kettles m wfakli 
they cook their victuals ase not turned ; they ue» 
Ter wash them, on aceevnt of the scarcity <^ wa^ 
ter; so that they remain covered with a crust of 
«»d%riB, wfai4 they do »ot .cn>p« away «.«a 
when liiey seoor them with sand. Durmg my 
stay amsa^ them, I was desisoos of taking that 
ofasige, and of ndbbii^, until I should. dear the 
verdigris eutkely away. But they absslntely fer^ 
baduae, tiling me "Aat I should wear theic kettles 
it' Is iherefiwe impossible but that viotoals kept iu 
such- vessels must prore prejudicial to their healths 
It sometimes happens that the fields of these 
bssbarians are covered with plentifel crops* - But 
mstead oi waitiug till the gndn attains to mate* 
nty, they cut it down, and dry it ever hot ciiH 
dsii ;. without reflecting that, by pursuing this ma# 
thod, Ih^y deprive themselves of ihat abundance 
which is necessary for the sujqxMt of their fiunir 
lies^ and of straw to ieed their cattle, whidi, f«t 
the most part, aie reduced to the necessity of 
bvowaiDg on dry branches of tree^ ; and that they 
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iJidmselres are often obliged to eat the saddlei and 
girths from the backs of their camels. I could 
not see, without regret, the little care which these 
barbarians take in preparing the earth. The^ leave 
the seed between heaps of stones, and among 
bushes, the parched roots of which absorb all the 
moisture of the ground, on which the waters leave 
a kind of mud very proper for assisting early ve- 
getation. The person who is employed' to tiU the 
ground, repairs to those spots which the rain has 
principally moistened, and scatters the seed here 
and there indifferently ; after which, he turns up 
the earth with a plough drawn by one camel, which 
consequently makes a furrow of very little depth. 
If , the moistura of the clouds happens to second 
his labour, each retires with his portion to some 
rock (NT cavern. In passing through more fertile 
cantons, I have found under my feet aheavea of 
corn,^ the full ears of which invited the moat o|m- 
lent Arab to collect them. Others, hei^ied one 
upon another, remained exposed to ihe injuries of 
the weather, because the proprietor found himself 
provided with isnou^ to last him until the season 
when the vapours attracted by the momtains should 
fall down in torrents, and overflow the valleys. 

'^ Is it possible, '' reasoned I with myself, ** that 
any of mankind are in sudi a state of ignorance^ 
as to make so little improvement of ^ bleenngs 
of Providence ? How happy would I think nay- 
self with any kind of food suited to my taste ! ** 
I have iat times taken a few handfuls of this bar- 
ley, and, having cleaned the grain by rubbing it in 
my hands, I then eat it with inexjuressible plea- 
sure. ^On such occasions, I could have imagined 
that I was transported where the manna rained 
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down from the sky for the rapport of die leraelites 
in the wilderness. 

* From any thing I could ever learp from the A- 
rabs with whom I lived, they are wholly strangers 
to every kind of IndtuBtrions labour, and equally 
unwilfoig to be instructed. They have only two 
artisans among them, and these they regard with 
a kipd of ven^ation, and doubtless with jistonish- 
ment, when they see them imitate in any manner 
the wiM-ks of foreigners, for they themselves are 
incapable of doing any thing. A wheelwright and 
a blacksmith were in possesion of the whole arts 
and sciences of the country. The knowledge of 
the first was- exercised in making wooden dishes, 
mortars, and ploughs ; but he has never yet been 
able to give to that instrument of agriculture that 
flhape which is proper, and would make it easy 
for the hand of- the labourer.^ The other labours 
with strength of afm upon ironj and is equally ig- 
norant of its good and bad qualities. I have fre- 
quently seen him heat his iron many times in the 
fire till he had exhausted all its virtue, and then 
he was obliged to give it up, without making any 
thing of it; and if at other times he was more 
fortunate, he never produced more than a clumsy 
resemblance of the article which he wished to imi- 
tate. The same artisan wrou^t with equal con- 
fidence in precious metals. My master one day 
brought to him the chain of gold which I had> 
given him, with orders to make rings of it for hi» 
daughter. The ignorant fellow, after having exa- 
mined it, pretended that it was not gold. Ho 
compared it with a piece of a mixed metal, whicb 
he had procured from one of our wrecks,- and 
whicb he insisted was pure gold« To support hia 
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msertion, he remarked thst miae was d 
colours, but his was real metal, and of a yellowev 
hue. In short, alter sereral reHnarkB and diaaer- 
iationa equally ridiculous as ill founded, he came 
|j0 the resolution of making a hole in a ^eoe of 
diarcoal, in which he enclosed it ; and aftor har^ 
ing blown the fire well, he was lucky enoogli to 
melt it, and to form rings as large aa the raimd of 
A snuff-box* His genius was generally ^dmired^ 
and he got a bpwl of bntt^^milk for his reward. 

What pains did I not take to teach them a me« 
thod of grinding thek barley with more ease, and 
0i fanning it 1 How mudi have I laboured to in* 
atruct them how to load ihrnr camels, with mofa 
equal weight on both sides, in such a aoamier aa 
net to hurt their sides, and to keep their instm* 
■MDts from being in continual danger of being' 
broken, by falling to the ground ! I wished to 
make ihem take more pains in labooring the earth, 
and gather in theur hanrest with more care; in 
short, I wished to polish them, but my attempts 
were vain; they are moie conceited than their 
camels, (which b by no meana saying little ;«-' 
much have I suffered from these aniwialB during 
the thirteen months I kept them !) What evi- 
dences do they give in ey&y thing ^y undertake 
<if their want of ci^adty ! It is not possible to 
root out their prejudices, or correct their ill ha- 
bits* I haye seen in the handa of the smith the 
flourish of a gun-lock, with which he laboured fif- 
teen whole days. When he had finished his woric, 
I told him that it was so ill fitted to the case, that 
the person to whom it belonged could not make 
use of it without running great risks. All the 
by-standers wished me to make a trial of it, but 



I declined it. The workman, liowever, through 
the abundance of his self-conceit, would try it him-^ 
self, and accordingly it carried off part of his jaw- 
bone and hand. I was convinced from what I 
had seen, that this gunsmith's want of sk31 waff 
the occasion of many wounds which they receired 
in battle. 

Often did they question us, if there was not a 
gunsmith among us. They seemed to think I was 
one from the observations 'which I had made. 
Their arms are in the worst condition imaginable. 
They are in general exported guns which the A- 
rafas of the tribe of Trargea get in barter for ca-* 
mek. Some tribes have procured theni from 
ships which have been wrecked on their coasts,^ 
and some bring them so far as^from Morocco/ 
These last are more substantial, but so difficult 
to manage, that they prefer those from Europe i 
and, above all, double-barrelled guns. There is 
not an -Arab who would not cheerfully give rf 
Christian slave for one of these guns. When* 
they need repair, it is done with iron which they' 
have abstracted from ships. I was at first asto-* 
itished to see with what eagerness they staved bar-' 
rels of spirits (aquaviUB) for the sake of their 
iron hoops. I could not have supposed they could 
have made use of such wretched iron for tfa^t pur- 
pose. If metal and guns are objects of such va-- 
liie in their eyes, one can readily conceive that' 
stones, balls, lead and powder, are far from being 
of little consequence with them. They can very* 
well distinguish good powder from bad. There is 
a powder manufactory in the little city of Guad-^ 
nnm ; but it is so coarse and bad; as to have often' 
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vwy little eliect, «oinetiine8 none at aUL It- chgs 
iind dirties the gun ; and for want of oil» they ace 
often obliged to grease them with butter. 

If we may except these crimes which they ^- 
deavonr to commit under night, these people never 
make a mystery of their ac^ns. If any of then& 
flffe proposing to take a long journey, .they infoma 
llie whole yilk^, who meet together to give their 
best advice to the traveller* Every one puts in 
Ins word, even children . of fourteen yeara, who 
speak widi as much confidence as an old man could 
do in proposing an afiair of importance* These 
conferences, which they hold U^dier for the pur- 
poses of either condemning or approving of one 
fmodier 8 schemes, are sometimes proloi^d for a 
wh6le month. In the same manner lliey consult 
about changing dieir encampment, or removing the 
camels to &e sea-coast. This last matter is al- 
ways very long of being decided upon, on account 
of the distance, and of what they must suffer in 
being deprived of milk till the retom of these ani- 
mals, s It is true, that, in such cases, those who 
do not send away tibeir camels supply those that 
are in want, but it is always in the view of being 
fully repaid, as they express it themselves. They 
never manifeert such joy as on the return of the 
flocks. They come back with their interior well 
filled with water ; and although it has contracted 
a tfltste and smell exceedingly diss^ireeable, it is 
however so scarce, that they drink it with mucb 
enjoyment. 

Every person in Europe supposes that a dog 
would run mad if deprived of drink. In the de- 
serts of Arabia, where the heat is excessive, they 
never drink any, and coQUQonly live on excremenU 
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Tbe Qurnals will subsist fevr moatfis withoat tvsU 
ing a drop, of water. The goats and sheep drink 
^j^ less. Indeed, if it were not for the honses, 
Uie Arabs would never go in search of water ; 
they would wait on that which falls from the sky. 
The rainsy. which usuaQy fall about the month o£ 
October, spread an universal joy. They keep aU 
their holidays at this period. You can form no 
idea oT this general happiness, having never exM 
perienoed this want. 

A husband cannot divorce his wife, without the 
previous permission of the old men of the village^ 
"who never refuse it. The women are on all occa- 
sions treated with the greatest contempt. They 
never assimie the name of then* husband, but re- 
tun that which was given them at their birth. 
The children are not even called by their faUier's 
name. In aloiost all the colonies in which I have 
been conversant, there are only four or five differ* 
ent names in use among them. They are distia- 
goished by that of their tribe, or some other sur- 
name. When an Arab sets out on a long journey^ 
his spouse, after having received his adieu, fi^lowB 
liim about twenty paces, from his dwelling, and 
throws after him the stone, which is used for driv-^ 
ing in the pikes of their tent, and, in the phice 
where it lies, she buries it in the sand till his re- 
turn. It is thus she expresses her gopd wishes for 
a successful journey to him. 

Although the . women behave very indecently, 
both iQ their words and actions, they are however 
faithful to their husbands. It is difficult to recon- 
cile the tenderness which they diow towards their, 
children, and the barbarity with which they cor- 
rect theni> especially the daughters, who are much 
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neglectefl b»th by the father and mother. Hofr* 
ever, it is ia their appearance that they display 
their opulence. They ornament their ears, anmr 
and legs, with ring» of gold and silver. They pot- 
80 much alloy in their sHver, that it is little else 
dian whitened copper. The poorer class make 
use of no other metieil than this. 

Nothing can exceed the joy of the parents upon 
the birth of » son. They, thmk it i^ a rery iucky 
circumstance when the mother is delirered with- • 
out assistance from either male or female ; thus it 
frequently happens that she is delivered alone<^ 
She is stretched out upon the sand, and when the 
child is bom, takes a, drop of milk to strengthen' 
her, and remains lying on the ground, in a wreU^- 
ed tent, which scarcely defends her from the, 
weather. 

Every woman, on the biith of a son, as a de- . 
monstration of her joy, blackens her face for forty 
days. When a daughter is bom, she only daubs ' 
the half of her face, and that for twenty days. If 
the poor infants could only see what a hideous ap- 
pearance their mother makes, they would not.oome 
neieu' her breast. I never in my Ufe siw 90 shock- 
ing a sight. 

I could never keep in temper to see the ^aruelty 
with which these women use their clnldreny even 
while at the breast. They give them, great blows 
with their fist upon the back, to make them sleep; 
and, to prevent their crying, pinch them unmer-. 
oifuUy, and twist their skin with th^ir fingers, i 
have seen these inhuman mothers set out with 
them the same day they were delivered, to go to 
an encampment fifteen or twenty leagues diatant. 
They place them without care in a kind of cradle/ 
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ifiiioh is wt mi the top of a camera load. As in 
tfak ntnatioii thejr aee yeiy conspicuous, ^y en* 
desT^oor to make a show, aad eclipse one another ; 
for this purpose they decorate llie bo^es of their 
c»m^ with stripes of scarlet-coloured cloth, and 
white rags. The four stoops which support tim 
body of the cradle, are adorned with leaves of 
copper, gilt with gold or silver. 

It is 1^ women in general who lift die pikes of 
the tents, when their husbands are resolved to 
move tlk^ camp. They ako have the chai^ of 
the eamels under the inspection of their masters* 
When the hushaad mounts his hone, it is his wife 
who holds the stirrup to him, although she some* 
times fills and hurts herself. This gives him lit* 
tle uneasiness, provided, at his anival, she is suffi- 
dently lecoveted to attend him with a bowl of 
Imttavmilk. 

^ I have often been shocked to see tme of these 
Axabs (who, not being rich enough to keep s 
horse, having been mounted above his paGkages)^ 
leave to the affiri^^ited women the trouble of lift« 
ing up again the load idudi had been thrown over, 
while he went to Iw at his ease behmd a bush. 

.Nothing can be more haughty than an ArabV 
behaviour to his wife^ and nothing morfi humbly 
than that of a wife in the presence of her husband. 
She is not allowed to eat with him, but, after hay- 
ing served him, she retires till her husband calb 
i^on her, to give her what he leaves. 

An Arab cannot, without incivility, enter into 
his neighbour's tent on any account ; he caUs^tand« 
ing at the door, and the woman who hears him 
vmb henelf immediately, in the same . maimer 
wUA she does when dbe passes any persoxi. A 
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baaband would be mneh to bbune, if, ob entering' 
into his tent, he ^ould Ke down upon the mat 
which belongs to his wife; he. cannot enjoy this 
favour but whto she is in bed. They aie indeed 
v^y attentive to, their wives when with child. In 
every fiimily there is at least five or six chiklrea ; 
and a plurality of wives^ being permitted, one may 
easily conceive how soon- these oolanies beconM» 
iconsiderable. ' No jealousy subasts between these 
rival wives, although they ell live under the same 
tent, and; are witnesses of llieir husband's embraces 
to each other. . 

f The lodging which is appointed for a new mar- 
ried couple IB adorned with a small white flag. 
The bridegroom wears around his brows a bandage 
of Jthe same colour ; whether it be his first or fifth 
knarriage,. he is always decorated with this marie 
of virginity, be his age what it may. .The day of 
the marriage ceremony, he causes a camel to.be 
slain for the entertainment of his guests. The 
women and children,^ without- any ctiaUncdon, as- 
semble round the drummer ; while he, set upon 
^e ground, beats with his hand upon the instm- 
ment, and sounding through the other hand like, a 
trumpet, he adds to this hiNnid noise Ae heating 
of his drum, and an iron dudn whidi he mores 
with his arm. One person only dances to theae 
instruments. Without moving from his plaoe, hia 
arms, his head and his eyes, follow the mnaic 
His body remains without any perceptible motion. 
His hands waving before his. body, form different 
gestures, every one more indecent than another. 
All the spectators beat time with thext handSi^ 
With the neck bent forward, and the jaw-bone 
turned sometimes to one side, and sometimea aa- 
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olhery- they make a tbouaand di£ferent wry feces, 
to which the dancings lady aoawera with an asto- 
nishing precision. She finishes with gently re-* 
clinii^ towards the musician; the sonnds of the 
instnunent gradually become weaker ; the eyes of 
the actress are half dosed ; she gently presses her 
bosom ; every thing expiresses violent passion. Bu$ 
it is not possible to give an idea of what now 
passes, nor the air of indifference with which the 
woman, who lately played a like part, 'joins her 
cMMnpaaions. The young people form themselves 
into a cii'de, in the midst of which <»dy one re« 
mains standing on one 1^, and with the other en- 
deavours to defend himself from the bk»WB which 
they wish to aim at him ; and the first whom he 
strikes takes his place. Ihis piece of d^terity is 
the bnly one with whidi they are acquainted. 

The day following the marriage, they separate 
the new' married bride from her husband, and the 
friends! who are present take water and wash her 
from the middle to the feet. They then comb 
and dress her hair, paint her nails red, and dress 
her with new linen. If she is not rich enough to 
buy these things, they lend her what she needs 
till the end of Uie feast. 

I have always considered as ,a fable, wlrnt I have 
been told of die breasts of a Moorish woman, but 
am now convinced of my error. ^ I have seen (to 
cite no other examples), I have seen^ I say, one of 
these women teazed by one of her children, throw 
them one of her breasts with such force, that it 
reached the ground. 

Their male chiidreii can scarcely walk, when 
the mother treats ihem with the same respect as 
her husband, that is to say, prepares food for them, 
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and will not eat lieraelf tiU her «on has been si^ed. 
The Talbe ^o teaches them to read, and -wnte, 
gives them instractions wi^ a lend roice ; and as 
each of them is learning a different leeson, it oe* 
canons a horrid noise. The lessmis they giye 
diem are writlMi spon bomiB boards of polished 
wood. One lesson learned, they effiiee if^ and 
write another upon it ; they make their pen of a 
•mall piece of wood. Their eiphoB pretty m«A 
resemble ours. 

Afker what I have related of these berbarim^ 
w«s it posnble that I should nx»t be anxious to be 
again restored to my native conntry ! We eom« 
plain when* we ehange our dweOings ; weep, when 
we part with frieiid»; are- aneasy when we forget 
a handkerchief, or hare a beard two da^ wJlhcwt 
being shared ; and I have been a dava, naked, bii 
with vermioy wmmded in every part of my body, 
my bed am<Mig sand, either bwning or moist, fov 
fonrte^i months. O Divine Providence I It i» 
by Thee I have been supported in what I have un^ 
dergone^ to Thee I have saori&eed my salnrii^^^ 
and from Thee I expect my rewaid* 
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VOYAGE 
MADAME GODIN. 



M.OODIK DKS ODONAIS TO M.DV LA COMDAMIME; 

I 

Sir, St Amandy Berryy 2%th July 177S. 

You require of me a narrative of the travels of my 
•pease a]<Nig the Amazons River, the same route I 
followed after you. The rumours which have 
reaehed your ears of the dangers to which she was 
.exposed, and which she alone of eight persons sui*- 
moantedy augment your curiosity. I had resolved 
never to i^ak of them again, so painful to me 
was the recollection of them ; but, as an old com- 
panion in your travels, a distinction which I prL^e, 
I cannot refuse, in return for the interest you take 
■in our welfare, and the marks of friendship you 
have shown me, to give you the satisfiaction you 
require. 

We landed at Rochelle on the 26th of June 
lasty after. a passage from Cayenne, effected in 
•iiKty«£ve dayS) having left this last plaoe on thf 
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2 Lit of April. On our arrival, I made inquiiies 
^ter yott, and learnt, with much grief, that four or 
five months had elapsed since you were no more. 
While yet in tears, my wife and myself were de- 
lighted, on wiping them away, to find that at Ro- 
chelle the literary joumafs, and what regards the 
Academy, are far less read than the news which 
relates to commerce. Accept, Sir, for youiself 
and Mad. de la Condamine, our heartiest congra- 
tulations. 

You will recollect, that the last time I had the 
honour of seeing you in 1742, previous to your 
leaving Qu^to, I told you that I redsoned on tak- 
ing the same road that you were about to do, 
,9long the River of Amazons, as much owing to the 
wish I had of knowing this way, as to insure for 
my wife &e most commodious mode of tFaveUing^ 
by saving her a long journey over-land, through k 
mountainous country, in which the otily convey^ 
toce is on mules. You took dve pains^ iii ^e 
Course of your voyage, to give lidfcinnation at thb 
Spanish and Portuguese missibns established iMi 
its banks, that one of your companiotiB wimld fol- 
low you ; and, though several years elapsed froifi 
the period of your leaving them, this had liot heeA 
forgotten. My wife was exceedingly soKcitouB 0f 
seeing^ France ; but her repeat^ plvgilaiiciM, fol- 
tfteveitil years after your depcirture, prev^ted my 
eonsent to her being exposed to the fatigfies inci- 
dent on so long a voyage. Towards the dose of 
1748, I received intelligence of the death oi my 
fether'; and mf presence thtdnce' becovning indis- 
pensable for t^ arrangement of mf fkmily aflbire, 
I reisolved on repairing to Cayenne bjr myntM 
down the river ; and planning every thing on the 
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way to enable nay -wife to follow th^ same road 
Svith comfort, I departed in March 1749 from the 
Quito, leaving Mad. Godin at that time pregnant. 
I arrived at Cayenne in April following, and im- 
mediately wrote to M. Roidll6, then minister of 
the navy, entreating him to procure me passports 
and recommendations to the court of Portugal, to 
enable me to ascend the Amazons, for the purpose 
of proceeding to my family, and bringing it back 
with me by the same channel. Any one but you, 
Sir, might be surprised at my undertaking thus 
lightly a voyage of fifteen hundred leagues, for the 
mere purpose of preparing accommodations for a 
second; but you will know that travels in that 
part of the world are undertaken with much less 
concern than in Europe ; and those I had made 
during twelve years for reconnoitring the ground 
for the meridian of Quito, for fixing signals on th^ 
loftiest mountains, in going to and returning fi'om 
Carthagena, had made me perfectly a veteran. I 
availed myself of the opportunity afforded by the 
conveyance which took my letters, to forward se- 
Teral objects relating to natural history for the 
King*s garden ; among others, seed of the Sar^a- 
parilla, and of the &ye species of the Butua ; with 
these also a grammar, printed at Lima, of the lan- 
guage of the Incas, which I designed as a present 
for M. de Buffon, firom whom I received no an- 
swer. By that with which I was honoured from 
M. Rouille, I learnt that his Majesty had been 
pleased to direct that the governor and intendant 
of Cayenne should both fiimish me with recom- 
mendationB to the government of Para. Upon 
^la^ I wrote to yon, Sir, and y<Hi were so obliging 
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as to Bolicit passports' for meJ You moteoyer fa- 
voiu'ed me with a letter of recommendation from 
Commander La Cerda, minister of Portugal to 
France, addressed to the governor of Para, with a 
letter from M. I'Abb^ de la Ville, which informed 
you that my passports had been expedited and 
forwarded to Para. I inquired respecting them of 
the governor of that place, who expressed his eai- 
tire ignorance of the fiact. I repeated my letters 
to M. Rouill6, who then was no longer in the mi- 
nistry^ Since that tim^ 'I renewed my lettera 
every year, four, five, and even six times, for the 
purpose of obtaining my passports, and constantly 
without effect. Many of my letters were lost, or 
intercepted, during the war, of which I the less 
doubt, from your having ceased to receive any, 
notwithstanding I regularly continued my corre- 
spondence. At length, hearing casually that M. 
le Comte d'Herouville was in the confidence of 
M. de Choiseul, I ventured, in 1765, to write to 
th6 former of these noblemen, although I had not 
the honour of being known to him, expluning, in 
a few words, who I was, and entreating him to 
intercede with the Due de Choiseul for the trans- 
mission of my passports. To the kindness of this 
nobleman alone can I attiibute the success that 
followed this step ; for, the tenth month from the 
date of my letter to M. le Comte de Herouyille, 
I saw a decked galliot arrive at Cayenne, equip- 
ped at Para by order of the King of Portugal, 
manned with thirty oars, and commanded by a 
captain of the garrison of Para, instructed to bring 
me to Para, thence transpoit me up the river as 
high as the first Spanish settlement, to await tfaers 
till I returned with my &mily, and ultimately re« 



UA3XUE GODIN. SI3 

-i&lkdnei me to Cayenne, all at the special cha^ 
-of hiB Most Faithful Majesty; a liberaMty truly 
-loyal, and such as is little commdn among sove- 
-reigns. We left Cayenne at the close of Novem- 
ber 1765, in order to take in property belonging 
-to me at the fort of Oyapoc, where I resided. 
•Here I fell sick, and even dangerously so. M. de 
'Rebello, the captain, a knight of the order* of 
Christ, was so complaisant as to wait for me six 
weeks. Finding at length that I still continued too 
'ill to venture on llie voyage, and fearful of abusing 
the patience of this officer, I besought him to con- 
tinue his route, and that he would permit me to 
-put some on^ on board, to whom I might intrust 
«my lettets, and who might fill my place in taking 
*€ar& of my family on its return. I cast my eyes 
'^n Tristan' D'OreesAval, a person whom I had 
long known, and in whom I had confidence. The 
-packet I intrusted to him contained the orders of 
*the Father-general of the Jesuits to the Provincial 
ef Quito, and the Superior of the missions of 
Maynas, for furnishing the canoes and equipage 
-necessary for the voyage of my spouse. The in- 
structions I gave to Tristan were simply to deli- 
'Ver those letters to' the Superior, resident at La 
-Laguna, the capital of the Spanish missions of 
'Maynas, whom I entreated to forward my letters 
to Riobamba, in order that my wife might receive 
information of the vessel despatched by his Majes- 
ty of Portugal, at the recommendation of the King 
ojf France, to bring h^ to Cayenne. Tristan was 
Inrther directed to wait an answer from Riobam- 
fm at Laguna. He sailed from Oyapoc on the 
!^4th January 1766, and arrived at Loreto, the 
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first efllablkhineiit belonging to Spam on aseendU 
ing the river, in the month of July or Attgost of 
the same year. Loreto is a mission established 
below that of Pevas, lance the period of your com* 
ing down the river in 1743 ; nay» both this and 
the Portuguese mission of Savatinga, above thftt 
of St Pabloy which was before their last settlemeat 
up the river, have been founded since my paasage 
descending in 1749. The better to comprehend 
what I now describe, it may be well yon should 
cast your eyes over the chart made by you of the 
course of the Amazons, or that of the province of 
Quito, inserted in your HistOTical Journal oi the 
Voyage to the Equator* The Pwtoguese officer, 
M. de Rebello, after landing Tristan at Loreto^ 
returned to Savatinga, in conformity to the oitkra 
he had rec^ved of waiting there until IM^vdame 
Godin should arrive ; and Tristan, in Uen of re- 
pairing to Laguna, the capital of the Spanish mis- 
sions, and there deliv«ing his letters to the Supe- 
rior, meetmg wilii a missionary Jesuit, called F»- 
ikt&v Yesquen, who was on his return to Quito, by 
an unpardonable oversight, which had every ap- 
pearance of a bad intent, delivered to his care die 
packet of letters. This was addressed to Laguna, 
some days' journey from the spot where Tristan 
was ; but instead of attending to this circumstance, 
he sent it five hundred leagues beyond, to the o- 
ther side of the Cordilleras, and himself i^emained 
in the Portuguese missions, carrying on trade. 

You will please to notice, that, besides different 
articles which I had intrusted to him to dispose of 
for me, I had furnished him, in addition, widi more 
tiian sufficient to defray all expense in traveUiDg 
through the Spanbh missi^ws. 
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, Ib ^ite, howerer, of his bad c(indiKt,r a vagM 
rumour obtained eirculatioa through die proviiiee 
€}£ Quito, and reached the earn of Madaaooe Godis, 
not ofily (tf letters addreesed to her being oa their 
way ia the custody of a Jesuit,, but alsc^ that, in 
the uppermost missioas of Portugal, a inessel equip- 
ped by his Most Faithful Msjesty had andved to 
transport her to Cayenne. Her brother, a monk 
of the order of Augustins, in conjunction with 
Father Terol, a provincial Dominican, exerted 
themselves much to induce the Provincial of the 
Jesuits to obtain these letters. The Jesuit who 
received them at length made his appearance, and 
jstated he had delivered them to another; this 
other being interrogated, replied, he had commtt- 
ted them to a third ; bu^ notwithst^mding the most 
diligent inquiry, the letters never were found. With 
respect to the arrival of the vessel^ opinions dif- 
fered, some giving credit to, while others disputed 
jtJie fact. To venture on a voyage of such length 
without any certainty, and preparatory thereto to 
arrange all £unily affairs, and part wiib. her furni- 
ture, was what Madame Godin could not, without 
jDCiucli risk and imprudence, resolve upon. She 
determined on the commendable medium of de- 
spatching a faithful negro, who departed with some 
^Americans, tmt who, in consequence of obstacles, 
was obliged to return. His mistress sent him for- 
ward a second time with new instructions, and 
means of surmounting the difficulties which had 
prevented his progress before. More fortunate en 
.this second trip, the negro reached Loretp, saw 
find communicated with Tristai/, and, returning, 
Acquainted Madame Godin of die reality of the 
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report, and that Tristan was at Lor&to. Upon this 
she determined on her journey, sold part of her 
fnmitdre, hnt left the rest, as well as her house at 
^iobamha, a garden and estate at Gnaslen, and 
another property of ours between Galte and Ma- 
guazo, to her brother-in-law. Some idea of the 
length of time which elapsed since the month oi 
Septeiti^er 1766, at which epoch the letters were 
deliyered to the Jesuit, may be formed by com- 
puting how long the journey of the reverend fether 
to Quito must have occupied, how much time would 
be lost in seeking the letters, in inquiry into the 
fact of the rumour, in hesitating about what was 
best to be done, and in the two journeys of the ne- 
gro to Loreto and back to Riobamba, the sale also 
of our effects, and the requisite preparations for a 
voyage of such length ; in fact, these prevented her 
setting out from Riobamba, forty leagues south o£ 
Quito, before the Ist of October \lo^. 

The . arrival of the Portuguese vessel was m- 
moured at Guayaquil, and even as far as the shore 
of the South Sea ; for M. R., who reported him- 
self to be a French physician, coming from Upper 
Peru, and on his way to Panama and Porto BeUo, m 
the view of passing thence to Santo Domingo, Mar- 
tinico, or, at any rate, to the Havannah, and from 
that place to Europe, touching at Point St Heleni^ 
learnt there that a lady of Riobamba was on the 
point of setting out for the' Amazons river, and 
embarking thence in a vessel equipped by the order 
of his Portuguese Majesty, to take her to Cayenne. 
This engaged him to change his route, and ascend- 
ing the Guayaquil river, he pmceeded to Riobam- 
ba, to entreat Madame Godin ( o grant him a pas- 
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Mge, undertaldiig, in return, to watch over her 
healthy and show her every attention. At first she 
answered, that she had no authority to grant his 
request ; hut M. R. applying to her two brothers, 
they represented to her so urgently that she might 
have need of the assistance of a physician on so 
long a voyage, that she at length constated to his 
acGompanyii^ her* Her two broliiers, who like- 
wise were setting out for Europe, hesitated not an 
instant to avail themselves of the opportunity which 
now ofifered of hastening their arrival, the one at 
Borne, whither he was called by business relative 
to his ordor, the otheif in Spain, whoe his private 
afiaira required his presence. The latter .took 
with him a son about nine or ten years of age, 
whom he wished to educate in France. M. de 
Grandmaiflon, my fiither-in-kw, went on before to 
obtain every posdble accommodation for his daugfar 
ter on the road, to the point pf embarkation be- 
yond the Great C<Hrdillera. He at first met with 
obstacles from the president and captain^general of 
the provmce of Quito, for you, Sir, are aware that 
the pasi^e by the Amazons is forbidden by the 
Spanish court; but these difficulties were soon 
overcome. On my return from Carthagena, whi- 
Aer I had been despatched on matters relative to 
our company in 1740, 1 brought back with me a 
passport from the viceroy of Santa F6, Don Scr 
bastian de Eslava, authorizing our taking whatever 
road we pleased ; and in consequence of the pro- 
duction of iMs, the Spanish governor of the pro- 
vince of Maynas and Omaguas, informed of the 
approach of Madame Godin, politely sent to meet 
her a canoe stored with refreshments, such as fruit, 
milky ^ which reached her at a little distance from 
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the town of Omaguas; but. to wtmt misfbrtAMtf, 
what a horrible situation was she not exposed be- 
fore that happy moment ! She left her residence 
of Riobamba with her escort on the Ist ^ Octo- 
ber 1769; and with these she reached Canelosy 
the. spot at which they were to embark, situate on 
the little rirer Bobonasa, which empties itself into 
-the Pastaca, as this last does into the Amazons. 
M. de Grandmaison, who preceded them a uoBtb 
on the way, found the village of Caneloe w«II iir- 
habited, and 'immediately embarked, continuing 
his journey, to prepare every thing necessary for 
the transport of his daughter at each stage of her 
way. As he knew that she was accompanied by 
her brothers, a physician, her negro, and three ftn 
-male mulattoes or Americans, he proceeded on*to 
the Portuguese missions. In the interval, how- 
ever, between his journey and the arrival of my 
Kvife, the small-pox, an European importation, more 
-fatal to the Americans in this part than the plagae> 
which is fortunately here unknown, is to tbe peo- 
ple of Levant, had caused the village of Caneles 
to be utterly abandoned by its populatioB. They 
liad seen those first attacked by this distemper ir- 
remediably carried off, and had in consequence 
dispersed among the woods, where each had his 
own hut, serving as a country retreat. On her 
departure, my wife was escorted by thirty-one 
American natives to carry herself and baggage. 
You know. Sir, that tins road, the same pursued 
by M . de Maldonada, is impracticable even for 
mules ; that those who are able effect the passage on 
foot, but that others are carried. The Americans 
who escorted Madame Godin, who were paid in 
<idvance, according to the bad custom in this eoan- 



iff, a euatom founded on mistrust, at times bnt- 
too weU foimded, scarcely reached Canelos befora 
they retraced their steps, either from dread of the 
air being infected, or from apprehension of being ob- 
liged to embark,-^ matter obnoxious in the extreme 
to indinduals who had perhaps never seen a canoe 
in their lives but at a distance. Nay, such ex* 
cuses are possibly superfluous, for you well know 
iioW often we are abandoned by them on our moun- 
tains, mi no pretence whatever. What, under such 
circumstances, was to be done ? Had my y^e 
been able to return, yet the desire of reaching the 
vessel waiting her, together with her anxiety to 
rejoin a husband from whom she had been parted 
twenty years, were incentives powerfril enough to 
make her, in the peculiar circumstances in which 
she was placed, biave even greater obstacles. 

In the village only two Indians remained free 
from the conta^on. These had no boat, but they 
engaged to construct one, and pilot it to the mis- 
sion of Andoas, about twelve days journey below, 
descending the river of Bobonaza, a distance of from 
one huhdred and forty to one hundred and fifty 
leagues ; she paid them beforehand. The canoe 
being finished, they all depai'ted from Canelos.] 
Afiter navigating the river two days, on the suc- 
ceeding morning the pilots absconded ; the unfor- 
tunate party embarked > without any one to steer 
the boat, and passed the day without Accident. 
The next day at noon, they discovered a canoe in 
a small port adjoining a leaf-built but, in which 
was a native recovering from illness, who consent- 
ed to pilot them. On the third day of his voyage, 
while stooping over to recover the hat of Mr K., ' 
whicli had Jallen into the water, the poor man fell 
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4^YethQBrdr jEuai^ not haying sufficieat $treng^ to 
reach the sKorey.was drowned. Behold the canoe 
agfun without a steorsman,^ abandoned to indivi- 
duals perfectly ignorant of inanaging it. In con- 
sequence^ it was shortly overset, which ohiiged 
the party to land, and build themselves a hut. 
.They were now but from &vq to six days Journey 
from Andoas. Mr R. proposed to repair thither, 
and set off with another Frenchman of the party, 
and the faithful negro belonging to Madame Godin, 
taking special care to carry hi^ effects with him. 
J since blamed my wife for not having despatched 
pne of her brothers to accompany Mr R., but 
found that neither of them, after the accident which 
had befallen the canoe, were inclined to trust 
^lem^elves on the water again without a proper 
pilot. Mr R. moreover promised, that within a 
fortnight a canoe shpuld be forwarded to them 
with a proper complement of natives. The fort- 
night expu-ed, and even five-and-twenty days, when, 
giving over all hopes, they constructed a raft on 
which they yentured themselves, with their pro- 
visions and property. The raft, badly framed,^ 
struck against the branch of a sunken tree, and 
overset, all their effects perishing in the waves, and 
the whole party being plunged into the water. 
Thanks to the little breadth of the river at this 
place no pne was drowned, Madame Grodin being 
happily BAVfi^ after twice sinking, by her brothers^ 
Placed now in a situation still more distreaoing 
than before^ they collectively resolved on tracing 
the course of the river along its banks. How 
difficult an enterprise this was, you. Sir, are well 
aware, who know how thiekly the banks of' the 
rivers are beset^ with trees, luiderwood, herbi^ 
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lind lianas, abd ^t h is often neiSessaiy to cwt 
<MI8 8 way. They retumed to their hut^ took wbait 
provimoiu diey had left behind, and' began llieir 
journey. By keeping along l&e river's side^ they 
Ibtind its sinuosities greatly lengdiened their way^ 
to avoid 'irhibh ineonrenience they penetrated ^ 
wood, and in & few days they loist thems^ves. 
Wearied with so many days'. naarcb in the midst of 
woodA, incommodious even for those accustomed * 
-to them, their feet torn by thorns and braniiU^, 
their provisions exhausted, and dying with thirst, 
they wereiain to subsist on ieifew seeds, wild fruit, 
and the pahn cabbage.. At length, oppressed with 
hunger and thirst, wilih lassitude and loss of strength, 
they steted themselves on the ground without this 
power of rising, and, waiting thus tbie approach df 
deaUi, in. three or four days expired ftoe after thb 
other. Madame Godin, stretdied <m the ground 
by the ende of the corpses of her bro^rsand other 
eoinpanions, stupified, delirious, and^ tormented 
with choking thirat, at lengdi assumed resolutiob 
and strength enough to drag herself along in search 
«f the deliverance which providentialiy awaited her. 
Such was her deplorable ccmditioii, she was with- 
out shoes, and her clothes all torn to rags. She 
eitt the shoes off her brothers' feet, and fiMtoned 
the soles on her own. It was about the period, 
b^tWeen the 25th and 30th of December 1769, 
that this unfortunate party (at least seven of the 
mmber of them) peiished in this miserable man* 
aer ; the date I gather by what I learn from the 
only ecurvivor, who related that it was nine dayft 
after ^he quitted the scene of the wretched catas- 
trophe described before she reached the banks of 
the fiobonasa. Doubtless this interval must have 
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appeared to lier of great length ; and how a feniale 
to delicately educated, and in such a 'state of want 
and exhaostion^ could support her distress^ though 
but half the time, appears most wonderful. She 
assured me that she was ten days alone in the 
wood, two awaiting death by the side of her bro- 
thers, the other eight wandering at random. The 
remembnoice of the shocking spectacle she wit- 
nessed, the horror incident on her si^ude and 
the dai'kness of night in a desert, the perpetual ap- 
prehension of death, which every instiEmt served 
to augment, had such effect on her spirits as to 
•cause her hair to turn grey. Oh the second day's 
march, the distimce necessarily inconsideraUe, she 
found water, and the succeeding day some wild 
fruit and fresh eggs, of what bird she knew not, 
but which, by her description, I coi^ectare to have 
been a species of pavtridge. These with the 
greatest difficulty was she enabled to ewaillowy the 
cBSophagus, owing to the want of aliment, having 
become so much parched and straitened; but these 
and other food she accidentally met-with» eoffioed 
to support her skeleton frame. At length, and not 
before it was indispensable, arrived die sacctnur 
designed for her by Providence. 

Were it told in a romance that a female of deli- 
cate habit, accustomed to all the comlbrta of life, 
had been precipitated into a river ; that, after bek^ 
withdrawn when on the point of drowning, this 
female, the eighth of a party, had penetrated into 
unknown and pathless woods, and travelled in them 
for weeks, not knowing wluther she directed her 
steps; that, enduring bungler, thirsty and fiuligue 
to very exhaustion, she should have seen her two 
bivtliers, far more robust than her, a nephew jH 
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ft yonili, three young women her servants, and a 
young man, the domestic left by the physician 
who had gone on before, all expire by her side, 
and she yet survive ; that, after remaining by their 
corpses two whole days and nights, in a country 
abounding in tigers and numbers of dangerous 
serpents, without once seeing any of these animals 
or reptiles, she should afterwtLrds have strength 
to rise, and continue her way, covered with tat- 
ters, through the same pathless wood for eight days 
together till she reached the banks of the Bobo- 
nasa, the author would be charged with inconsis- 
tency ; but the historian should paint facts to his 
reader, and tliis is nothing but the truth. The 
truth of this marvellous tale is attested by original 
letters in my hands, from many missionaiies. on 
the Amazons, who felt ail interest in this event, 
and by other proofs, as will be seen in the sequel 
of this narrative. These misfortunes would have 
been avoided altogether but for the infidelity of 
Tristan, but for his neglect, instead of stopping at 
Loreto, of delivering, as instructed, in person, my 
letters to the Superior at Laguna ; with this pre- 
caution, on his part, my wife would, as her fathctr 
had done, have found the village of Canelos peo- 
pled with natives, and a canoe ready to convey her 
forward. 

To return, it was on the eighth or ninth day, 
according to Madame Godin, after leaving the 
dreadful scene of the death of her companions, 
that she found herself on the banks of the Bobo- 
nasa. At day-break she heard a noise at about 
two hundred paces from her. Her first emotions, 
which were those of terror, oecasioned her to strike 
into the wood; but, After a mmnent's reflection. 



8)24 VOYAGE OF 

satisfied that nptliing worse could pMsibly bcfal 
lier, thati to continue in her present state, and tliat 
alarm was therefore childish, ahe proceeded to th^ 
hank ^f the river, and perceived two iiative Ame- 
ricans launching a boat into the stream. It is the 
custom of these people, on their (anding to pass 
the night, to draw their canoe either wholly, or 
partially on shore, as a security against accidents; 
for, should it he left afloat, and the fastening tackle 
break, it woujd be carried away by the current, 
and leave the sleep^v on shore in a truly helpless 
state. The n]|.tives, perceivii^g |4adame Godin, 
fidvanced towards her, o^ which she conjured 
them to tnmspdrt her to Andoas. Iliey had been 
driven by' the contagion prevalent at CaneloB, to 
withdbuw with their wives to a hut they^ba^ at a 
distance, and were then gomg to Andoas. They 
received my wife onf hoard with kindness truly 
aifectlonate, showed every attention to her wants, 
and conducted her to that village. Here she might 
iiave' stopped some days to rest' herself and recruit 
her strength, (And well may it be conceived die 
had gteat need of. rest), but, indignant at tlie am- 
^uct^ of the missionary at whose mercy she was 
left, and with whom for that reason she was ob- 
liged to dissemble, she resolved on making no stay 
at Andoas, nor would even have stopped a siiigk 
night had it beeA possible to avoid it. 

A great revolution in the missioivi ef Spamsk 
Ammea depend^t upon Lima^ QoitOy Cliarcai, 
and Pai^^nay^ 'founded and administered hy tlit 
JesvBtB, for fr<Mn one to two centttieay had rs- 
.csefttiy taken place. An miexpected ordm- frov 
the court of Madrid expelled them from all tiMV 
•oHeges «»4 mlMions; they had m tmae^ufM* 
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been isveiy wIMre arrMed,;]^ on lyoaidy and 
tniiq^crtea te^tke Pbp^'s dMbmioiM, This erent, 
howerer, had o^caaioned ho mbfe dialwbatioe thim 
wonld have'done tiie chaage efaTillage-racMr. 
In tien of them^ the'secnlarcleigy were substitbv 
eA of which' claaa was the indirkhia] who officiat- 
ed as missionary at Andoas,' an indxridnal whose 
name I wish to banish from my memory. Ma- 
dame Godin, stripped of ahnoai every tlung» not 
knowing otherwise how-to' testify lier grstitnde to 
the two Americans who had sared her life^ took 
'from, her neck two chldns of gold, sueh as are 
.usually worn in this ceimiiry^ of about four onnoes 
.weighty and gayeooie to eadh of them^ whose' ad- 
;iniratioii at the ridmMs of the pesent e^pmUed 
.that diey wonM have ezperiehced ha4 the heayenr 
OfMued before them ; biit, the mjaslonary, in' her 
▼ery presence, took possessioii ^ the diainsy and 
-gaye die' poor Americaas in their nmn ab<rat three 
oribnr yards of coarse cotton, snch as is mannlac- 
.tmed in tli^ couitryy and adlad Tnoayo. Condattt 
.thns infiuoioua ezaqwrnted my wife to saeh' a de- 
gree, that she instantly demanded a ^aaoe and men, 
and the next day set out for Tzigane. A female 

' J^nsenean at AndMt|9 made a cotton pettic^ 
bi9r>wUDb aicKsantito pa)r far mmediately on 
jtsfhing- Ijigmia^r and liiiiah she preseryes with 

K .nnf vnA tnt soka o£ theshses of her brodiers, 
^canwfted by her into nsiubja waonnifnl tokens, 

^ .rendered deir to nw as tbey anr tahsiself ! 

While my wife was yet wariJeriliyJn the woods, 
her fsthfol negro, with a pertjr of AmeticaBs Horn 
.Aaidoas^ aseeided the riw. M» R. thinking men 
^.his own affairs than Ibfwaafiiig the beat which 

' ' jiwM ieqd.his beBelarteffioi0liii|.iiri»edy reached 

^ ' 2 c 




Aa4dM Mfoo» h^depiilAd tnith Ms compsBioK «id 

.WggAge for (^Mgnn. Tte iieg;r«> en raachnig 

the but n^Mve bet l«fi fab jnistxem sad -inr hta- 

/then, tnced tlieai thren^ tfaa woods, m colii|Mny 

•irHh fab ooBipaonns, iMil Jie caMe to tfae spA 

-wfaefe their oorpwBkid, :dimAy.fiitM ^m^^mot^ 

{luaeMe. At si^t of dieee) penoeied that no one 

4ied escaped drai^ tfae.iieg»o ssdl Us cempttniisiB 

.returned to the hal^ ooUeeted what had heeft kit 

.there, snd a^aui iteaehed aS Aodeas before my 

.wife smi^ed4heie« The nsg^ t h ep oe tepaked to 

M. R. at OiQagnas, and delivered to him Sfae(]BSO- 

.perty of luB^mislreBs.' Iliis maa laaa ttot^igneraDt 

that .M. GrandtaaieoaLi who had reached JLoreto, 

.^airaited there with issp a t i ea ee rthe amval of his 

children* A letter in mj possesshm eren prOfnes 

•that my £Blher*in4aw, informad thai the nef^ 

Joachsn was at OmagiaM, ad^ssad Tnitsn to no- 

pair thither and hving him ferwafd; bat neither 

.ToBtaa ciar M» B« tifaoaght At to satisfy. bias, and 

3S0 fwriTom caaapIyiBg wtth fafs grmfaajt^ M,»&*» of 

his own aoeoid^ eenlK the negBa badi to Qsdto^ 

heepbig the poaperty he.had hievgbt back widi 

«faisa» . '. .' 

" Yaia knoar^ Sir^.that Lagana is not aitnate en 
.ihe Amaaoaa, hutaoma ieagnea up the Gaattaga, a 
jtiibtttBPjr of -die fonaer rirer. . Joachim, djaasnaad 
Jiy M. Rii did not-.m cawe psaoeed to Lagnaaia 
aeaeoh of .his^aastiaBi^ whosa h» imagined daa^i 
but retlumed'iaOsito, aadtfaaa baTO we laat ha 
atevieesk You wJilceortaiBly be ias/fmn gsKeni^ 
afae enaub «f M. R. % eeading aa«y a lahbfdi 
aeiraaS, wha aas so aaech'^waited by aa. ** I 
m^ afiaid; " aaid iba .in anaspiar so tfab mtfmy, 
;^ thafc he iiMU.aui]A»raa^ ''««.'<' Wbitf^ ''itf^ 



iataanMH kt a mm vAm^ ^eal mi 6A^y w^tr^'m 

kadlBMi^ed? If ]jfoi;kapfvi9be»d<idhe{inig^di«t 
lik« y«ii» irom i«|^atipg the dealli o^ bi» ini)Bl»M9 
to yo«f neg&igiaeer nrliat prarewked your oinadiiif 
kim fonpii^ to M. Gntntoal^om wfa# ezaclec] tUt 
#f yott» and who vaaa&aighat httof^? At teaatt 
iftliat. luiKkored ytmr putting hisA ia prisoa? Yoit 
ladgad witk the gGvenMr oif Omai^aais, who would 
wadiiy faav^e «oiii{»Uad| had yoa inadei him mwh a 

. In the mma. tme^ Madiune 6odhi» with tha 
omm aad oaw fran Andoais^ bad neached Lagii« 
na, where they were receired with the greatest, 
paiiteness' by Da Ramevpy the maw chief of the 
vaimiimaf who> byhbi kind tveataieiit daring sis 
vaeke that die remamed with him» did ainch*UH 
wavds reeetsblieUng her healthy bat toa nmch im* 
pwred, and nddng hei: foigiet her mMn/tanm^ 
Tba first ceie of this respectable eharaater wi^ ta 
forvrard an aapresa to the gav«mar of Oinagiia% 
to vakKm him of the arrivid of Madiana GMiAy 
and the bungaid state of her health. Upon this 
itilriligeiiofl^ M. B. eoald do no less, baring pro^ 
misQd to r^Kler h^ his SiNrTieesy tiban haiten to 
jam har, hrioging with him four sfiviHr dishes, a 
attver sa n cqwm> a yelvet petticoat^ one of Perd8D% 
laKl ona.of taffety> some linea, a»d other trifles, 
MoagiAg to her bcotheia as well .aa herself; add- 
iagt diat all tha last walre rotten, foigetting Aat 
bsMaletSy snaff-boxes, and rosaries of gold, and 
ear-ria§isat with emeralds,. were not subject ta 
rMtannes% any more than Tsrioas other efibcts. 
JHad yoa," said Madame Go£a» <' had yoa 
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brougbt baftk mf rub^i I should harfc leamt from 
him ip^t he liftd d^Ae wlA my prdp^tifj^ fmad m 
the' hnt. ' B|it of whom^'iespeeCSng 'it,' am I wm 
to inquire? Go your wftys^ 1% ; it is impoesiUe*. 
Ihiit I am etihr fi(^|ett^ai^ to yon, I owe all my 
misfortunes '^nd aU my losaeci ; 'manage hencefiyr-' 
wsrd as you nay, I am detemiined' yon shall 
make no part of my company/'^ > My wife' had 
but too much r^asoa on her side, but the intei^gee-' 
sionsof M. . Rom«ro> to whom she could refose 
noAnii^, and who represented to her ihat, if ^ 
abandoned M. R., his condition would be deplora- - 
ble, at lei^ffth OTercame herrepugnanoe, and in- 
duced her to oonsent he riiould yet contmue ^wiih^ 
■her.- -' -•> ''■'■ ' •■- ,^ ■■■' ^- [ " ' ' 
' When Madame Godin was somexdiat recover-' 
ed^ M. RdmeM> widte to M! Grandniaison/ i&- 
fbrming him'dwt she was out of danger, and re-' 
questing him tO despatch TristsDi to accompany her 
to the Portuguese vessel. H^ likewise wrote to' 
the goir^enfor, acquainting him that bd had repre^' 
sented to' Madame Godin, whose courage and pi^* 
ty he could heirer'sufficientty admire, ^t she was' 
yet merely at the beginning of a long and tedioas- 
voyage rand that, though she had already trareUed 
upwards drfonrhttndredleaguesj she haid yet fbor- 
or fi^e times tliat'distaiiee to pass b^f(ne'abe'refMJi- 
ed Cayemie ; liwt, but just reM^yed fironi the peiils ' 
of death, she was about to 'incur fresh danger; 
concluding with offiiring, if tM ohoae 'to retufs, to • 
eaiise her to be escorted bade inperfect aeenrity^ 
to her residence of Riobamba.* Toifaeaehe added, < 
that Madame GwMn replied, *^She wais ^uipriaed • 
at his propcHnls ; «faat'llie Ahnigkty laid preserviBd 
her when Uoiie amid penis in which all }ier te- ' 



law ^mpaiuansiiad p^dMiMi^Jtart the fiiit4»f h» 
wiA^^mm-ta weiom, faer ||iii)lwi|d ^ ibat far ibifk 
nttvcMB flhA hadlMMnaiiiiMr iftniai^Y r niidi iBPiftrft ajbft 
to ce—e to pcoBecBte li#r .iiitwitfrWj Mffj^^t^fi rf^wW 

IV9TideBiCQ» and nm4er i](i^l9«| ^ f Jiyiytprye ^illy 

Ibwr wivfii, «9;iiil^,«fi«liL. t)M9 )(f»i^o^i^,!»}^ 

t|pdm»^. . ;Td4a«. frilly ;t^.,«m^i^ ;9^eo,,^|^^ 
■Mtod* IS/Lm RonifinK. vaniMl .witfauraitiJULior iuiB» 
ipL irw, cMjpiipped a caaof^ apd gfiv» dxr^oAs for- 

qonii^ «Qd tibat 4abe w^b jto fj^ |^o wJba^ )^ 4«9 

]|i^9iMriB\g i^f W n^raach, fitte^ out »iui[^«9 con^ 
llMUddf^ by twp «^ bw jneifi ^jfiorpdw^. jfVfh- 

of ^Re^raflr, Thb p^^# ibe bi^ttp ^ iuM tb^ .^• 
d^ of Jm mastOTi witb gre$kt .labM^f-yjiQdby doid^ 
ijflajg ii^ aiupber of oaniy .worjfed bis yje^ up Ui9 
4ver Ml ^ig)» .99 tbe mli^ioa of X^^^ wbep^ J^ 
ifpceiv^ ber oa boi^t t if^ap^ .fron^ ber, ^h|t 
^m t)iat wtimt tiUaberpifcW Oyfq^ |bf^i^- 
^t.a. ^nxra.of peaily.a ibf))ii^^^j^^^^pmy^sb#. 
.lymit;^ for x^thiftg to reiser lii^ qof]^foil»ble| not 
^T^» ^ m(^t(i^lkme^,»xii ^cib aa^c^nU.pot W- 

tito.ji^iw ima* fi4i, ga^af^.^^. yew, iugpj^od bji 

2c i 



two canoes :wfaieh preceded the giffliot. Thb go-^ 
Pernor of 'nii,^^oreorei^^ had sent 6rd«« to thK 
eidef'jMitt'of the 'Stages at which they had %o hidt,' 
Willi addideiial TefMlmients. 
^ I' fbt]^ol 'to lUBilliiQtty' ' tnat the su/ftihiga bf' wy 
#ilh'trere'^iiet''at loi end, and tluEt -tee of her 
thumbs was In a very bad statOy owmg to hs being 
#ontided by ^dionn in l3ie *woody' which had not 
ftt been extricated, and which had not 'only oote- 
ciiaioned an abscess, but had itfjnred the tebd«M 
and ensn liie bMe Itsdf . It iMis propoaUd to takto 
dffthe'thtoib^TiNit/^y dint of cave andfermenta^ 
tibns/'ilie had'oniy the psdn to undergo oeeasioned 
by the extracthm of 'two spfinfers at -San Fibld, 
b«t she ehtir^)^ kat ihe nse of the tendoii. The 
galliot continued its 'cbunie to the fOltreas of Cn^ 
rapa ahont 'sixty leagues ^above Panu M. de 
Maltel, kihighr of the Ck&tt of €fanlt, and mafor 
of the gai^iaoa of Fam, anived iheire the snooeed^ 
ing day, by order of the goTeraor, to take conw 
mand of tlie galliot, and conduct Madanie Godin 
to FortOyppok.'^ A little beyond ihe mentfi of 
the riir^, ht a spipt off the cotet whAce the cttirentir 
tire rety violeni; he lost ope 6f his ahehoiv ; and as 
it Would have been imprudent to Venture wMl only 
<me, he sent alioat to Oya^k, to toek a^istattoe, 
i^Hkh was immediiitelyforwattrded.' liearing hy 
this means of the' appr0aeh bf Mtfdanie Gddun, I 
lift Oyapok on board a^ galliot beliM%iiig to'iOa; in 
view of meeting her<; and, On the fourth *day of 
ray departure, fell in with hef vessel bpposfteto 
Mayacare. On board this, vessel, afteY tw«tafty 
years'* lOisence, and a long endurance tm .eitheir ilde 
<^ alarms tM misfortunee, I agailk met with ache* 
rUed wife, if^id -I had almost given over eveiy 
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^pe of a^ing again. In bere nibrt iw cs I forgot^ 
tbe lota of the fruits of oar tmion, nAjy I even con**' 
gnttnlirted myself on their piendaMre.dtath; as i^ 
saved thi^m fiom ikhedreadlblfiite whidi beM 
their uicle in the wood <^*CaneloB beiiefltdi their 
motherVeye^ iriio'eevtaiiily covki never have sw*- 
lived the sight* We aach(»!ed at Oyapok ^e 28d 
Jaiy:^1770.7 I fomd. in^M. Mnrtelf an officer as 
iiii)di distingni^ed ,1^ his aGqnkrewaits as byhis 
prepossessing exterior. He has iMsqnaiBtanoe with- 
moit of the hingoages of Earope, 'is an exeeUtet 
Latittist, ' and well ealeohted to shine on a- more 
extensive scrae than Paia. '^ He is a descendant' 
of the Ukistriouis French family of imnilar name. I' 
had the pleasnre W his eon^pany fmr a fottnij^t at* 
Oyapoky whither iyi.de Fiedmo^t, goi^einor . ofi 
Cayenne, whom the commandant of Oyapokyad!- 
vised of his airivalby express, imintdiately de»-' 
patdiedinaboatwithTefTeslmiaatB. Wecinsedthe 
Portugese vessel to UMiergo a repair, which itnmch 
wanted; and refitted it with, sails to enaMe it t» 
stem, the evireirts on its retnm. The eomnandant* 
of Oyapok gave M; MarteV moreover^ a coasts 
pilot, :to vccdmjpady fabn to the fnmtien.- 1 ofiered' 
to go so far as/his consort on board my galliot,' 
bnt he wtedd suffer me to proceed no fiardier than' 
Cape DX)nnge. I took, my leivO' of him withv 
those feeiiagB which /die polite, aittemnin and 'n<^le ; 
behaviiMir of that officer and his geaehnn nation 
were so well calcidated to^ insjnre m me,' as well 
as my'wif(^ a< condnct on the piirfr of ^tfaer, which 
I was led to expect from whi^ I had individually ; 
experienced on my, tomer' voyage.' ' ' ' * » 

I" sfaonld prraonsly have told yon that, when I - 
deooended the^Amfi^ps in 1749, wkh no other; 



thaa .afOM firom tbeieeMewbnaco of tb« intima^e^ 
^Qrde4 bj'.yosk in 1749) ,lhi^.oiiie «if tfao cq«h 
Iimanf o£ ycwr tiaf^b vo«U MiAw Hm mmm 
wa^, X WM ivowod in idl tfaA.P«vtq|^DMe lettb* 
ttfMBfcS hy thp- miwiUwmMiw vti emnmmimo^ .id 

Swi PaMo :I piwrfiMPd a eaoo^ i» ^Udi I de* 
«cand«d iba liwu^ ForlCumpm whanoe I ^viaia 
t0 tke 9i»TfMMir a£ Gauid P«s» M. Frawna MaA* 
4ank Q«HBa^ to aaqaaiat ,Vm el mgr a&Rv«]^ aad 
lieg penttasiaia of at^Ung fram Ciinipa l»QqpBmK» 
whitlwrliiKteBdadta repair £raet Haiiroaradne 
with ao polilft an apawar» that I wada no, iiiwiita<iri> 
<if:<^ttiBg n^ intended amiaa and lakingakagH^ 
in Older ta thnrii him and pn^ him my leapeem. 
He received ma villi open fNrm% and inffatod na 
my making faia bmaa and.taUe my awn. during %• 
nFaek. that I stopped with him ; nor wonld ha an^ 
ffr me to dfl|NUt before ha aat^ UaKatf Air S^ 
Louia dd Mariahan, whither, ha ww ahant to 9» 
on hia circuit. After Ida dapartim* I ramowHad 
the KireK to-Cnrapa widi my eani^ eaaavted by 
one of greater i^nensiani^ ann widi ma by-dm 
Qommandant of that iw% on my ▼0)nge to Paaa^ a 
ottywhidbf as yon have jnat^ remtfiwd» atanda aa 
n lafga rirer^ oanaiderad, bat improper^, fright 
arm of the AmaaonB, aa the iiTer ii IVan mma l y 
oommnnieatea with, the: Amaaona by a Aannel 
hollowed by die tidm,. and eaUad Tagipnna. At 
Gumpa I fonnd wailing for om^ by orte of dia 
governor of Pam, a kiga pirogue of fovrtaen aani 
commanded by a a aij ean t of the gairiaan, and daa* 
tined to oorry mm to Cayenne^ iHdthar I repnned 
by Macapa, coasting along the left of the 
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io its mouih, widurat^ l&e you, mikm^tour of tksb 
-great mkuad •( Jootoet,* or Maraj«c • After aitriikor 
^coDttMtBy «ii|fn>««k6d ly eiftesf reoMam^ddft- 
ta»ia» -vlnt faad I aol to eaqieet, ieoing \m Mdtt 
BaMrfnl-M iy M ty imd «o]uksc8Dd«d to issae pw- 
-ekm Dcden to expedite « voiBot to tlie i^ery fftnt- 
tierB of ilk domiiiiMiSy f«r tiio purpod^ oC teceMiHf 
4af £nDfly on board, «od iNMportkig it toOayefltie P 
' To retains iiiy>«m«hJ».-*«--Ater takkig le«ve of 
Jd.de Mstel off Cftpb D'Orange with «bo«i& r^ 
4siprocil nfaiiescoinaMin tmdi MdSors, I r^i^ed t<> 
.OyiydE, and thence to €fty«B]ie. 
* .Here I tnu •eiigi^g«d in n iMrmiit. Tri«tah d^ 
•Msnded of me tbe wsg«s<I had -prenieed him eC 
dady fivceo pa: moivth. I oAired to pay him for 
^hteenmenifag^ liieutnioortfanetho voyage cwM 
hum nquired, hadlio etrictly followed fafe instrac- 
tMtas. The aenfence pvonbtmoed by the ouperior 
Aranail of Cayenne eoftdoamod^him'to render nte 
toLmMnrnt of imm aevoh to^oight titOMaad franka, 
Ad ^nahte of efiectt I haid tcwun^ted fo his <*are, 
afedfutting OM liionaBBid «aid«igky fbr^^ighteeil 
tnoodfiV aalaiy i bad bflbved him i bttt «he'wret((h, 
aiiier dealiag troachewn^ iriih me os he htA 
abne, «fter cannagthodMlh lof oi^ persons, in:^ 
^tediiag the Amoriosn who was divmned, and aM 
tfaer flBMfortnnes w4iich biefel nty wife ; in «hor«, 
iiAcr disaipating liie whok of ih)s :4ifibcts I had im 
tniitod with him, pvorod insirf^m ; and, fm taf 
.pert, I jiK%ed it nn n oc c aa ar yto aogtoeitt lihe losses 
XJiad ah«ady $aataife4 hy hai^g to support hinl 
in prison. , 

I conceive, Sir,».fllttt I'htf^e now complied to 
the full with yonr request. Tho-aarrative I have 
giteni by recalling the moumfiil scenes I have de-i 
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picted, hs8 cdst me iii6nMe aognisk . Tke.lanMttt 
with Tristaiiy imd the iUness ef my .wife on remktr 
.mg Cayenne, a conseqiMkice hat too' natural of the 
sii^enagB she had midergone, did iiot admit of my 
TMitaruigto expose hw.eai^lier ^wn. the'.pieMift 
.year ^778), to so long, a Toyage by sea. 'At pi»- 
sent sne is^ with her MaOry in the midst of my 
family, by whom they ha^e bee& tendcrty Teeetved. 
' JVi. de Grandmttson had originally no inteiitioa of 
proeeeding' to France, but, merely meant, fay his 
Toyage, to see his dan^^ter sitfe on hoeid the Por- 
tngaese vessel ; but finding <^d age creep <m apace, 
and penetrated with the most livi^ gnef . at tife 
i^teltigence of the sad death of his children, he a* 
bandoned all, and emhitked with her, tmstmg ths 
care of his prc^erty to his oilier aMi-in*]aw, M. 
^Yola, who resides at Rtobamha. For my wife, 
howeyer solii^ow all -dioiit. her to enliven her 
sphitB, she is oonatantly subject, to melaochidy, 
her horrible ausfortunes .being eirer psssent to her 
imagioalion. Jiow much <fid it .cost me:to obiaan 
from her the leladmiB. reqtirite fer the judges in 
die coone of my lawsidtl ' I can even. readily 
conceive that, fjifom ddieaey, she has. abstained 
from entering intQ many, details,, the ranemhranoc 
.of which she waaaixsioiis to lose, and which, known, 
could but add to the pm I feel. Nay she was 
even anadous that I shovld not prosecute Tristan, 
€ompas^oaatii]^ eveni||||it wietch ; thus following 
.th&gentk impube (tf a teart inqiind with the piiiest 
benevolence, and die genuioe prin^lea of religion! 



PHnted by tb« Hein 
of D. Wmisbil. 



"« ♦ 



» '-. > 







w 4 



WHIP 



^ 



V 



